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Interview

	

Track

Mr . Snecht : You were describing the rifle range in the. basement

of t7 e Art- building .

Dr .

	

. :. . : ¶Yell, Col . Letson was a very fine rifle shot . Fe' d

been on the Bisley

	

Team many times and he was one of the

best shots in Canada so naturally he ranted to encourage thi s

in the C .S .T .C . So, we built a rifle range under what you' d

call the s outh end of the Arts building

very fine rifle range but unfortunat

ling . It was a

target area was

n of Women's office	 and some of

e over in that wing . That'7 where

the

th e

we

	

the.

o r

	

esors

offices were, on that side of the building . Th r were very worried

for fear some of the shots would get through but we put a st e

plate

	

there . Of course fro!?? the position in which the

rifles were held, the bullet might have pierced the steel plate

but it wouldn't at a glancing angle . In any case, that was just

Street .i'mouri

Dr . Shrum : There

I don't thi n

that we

connect ion

Mt .

ir

	

,nceuver area and the militia? Did you have a co-oner-

ative relationship with them ?

hr . Shrum : Oh, a very co-operative one with the militia here .

This was in the very early deye . Of course the military head-

one

_ht : The n

t a little problem s .

you had your Parades and drills in the

is that right?

were all in the Beatty Street Armouries because

Seaforth ‘rmouries was built at that time s o

Beatty

1

	

natty Street A rmonriee . Col . Letson had some

Mow was the response of the local military command
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quarters were in Esqui alt and the different cormanding offic

there were very helpful and co-operative all the way through .

Mr . Spechts Who provided the instructors for the officer' s

training?

Twell, the first instructor we had was Capt . Gibson .

Be was quite a good instructor but then he was followed by a

by the name of Staff Sgt . Smith . This fellow was jus t

out of this world as far as an instructor is concerned . Be had

very little education, very little but he had very high ideals ,

he was hard working . He used to have his office in th i

and it wasn't a basement, it was underground of the 'arts build-

ing . We had a little arrangement there where the members of

the corps, in one of the instruction rooms we had . . .theey could

use it for a lunch room. Staff Sgt . Smith, s ometimes he'd go

out in that lunch room and he said, "Look you boys, I have no

education but I wouldn't dirty my mouth with some of the languag e

that's going on cut here! And you can't be irembers of thi s

corps if you're going to use language like that! Get out! "

But he was the one who kept then working and won the prises for

us in the competition . Pe was not only a good shot too but he

supervised that and on the Certificate 'A' and Certificat e

examinations he was a tremendous instructor . Then when the war

broke out and we had it he said,

	

not going to stay in this

funkhole during the war . So he headed oast . Poor fellow never

farther that Saskatoon I don't think . He became a 'ajor

and I think they retained him there as instructor . He was jus t

too good . (laughs) He was so anxious to get into the war .
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Then we were sent a number of instructors here, by the military .

But you see, immediately they made it compulsory to be a student

in the university you had to be in good standing in the officer

Training Corps . So that gives us about 1800 students . Some

ofthese people weren't at all interested in military training .

Different from the old days when you only had thirty or forty

who were very enthusiastic and willing to face all this

opeosition in order to train and set a good example and do

nothing to bring any discredit on the C.O .T .C . Here we had 1800

students, you see and no student officers to speak of . The

students that

	

had had enlisted and were gone . But by this

time the cadets were pretty active in the schools and I found

that some of these cadet N .C .O .s and so on were quite good .

They see: ed to be mostly freshmen so I enrolled many of these

cadets stripes and they took charge of a great deal of the

instruction . They 'helped and we had some officers but it was

a very difficult undertaking . Then of course, we had a large

group of these people who said, "We're not going to waive our

They had the feeling, why should we waive our pay ?

my attitude was that the boys who had been in there before

waived their pay and they were taking their training voluntarily .

These people had to take their training in order to stay i n

university . But you can't force a man to waive his pa y

because he has to sign . So what we did was that we only had a n

establishment for 1200 . That was the establishment but we had

to train everybody . We had to train 1800 . So we had to train

1800 with whatever funds and staff were provided for 1200, So

when it came to pay, there were only 1200 would genet paid . So,
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up and we had two registers for them to sign .

We'd say to the fellow, *Do you want to waive your pay or not? *

he doesn't want to waive his pay . Alright, h e

that line . If he's willing to waive his pay, he goes in thi s

line . Well only the people in this line got pay . The ones in

the other line were super numera there was no pay for them . . .

(laughs) . . .They didn't have to waive anything, do you see ?

4r. Spechte Did you get 1200 out of 1800 to waive their pay ?

Dr . Shrum : Oh yes . a had no trouble . And after we once es-

ablished it, we never had any probler^ . . . .real problem . I think

these people thought this was quite a good stunt . . . .that they

refused to waive their pay and signed the pay sheet for which

there was no pay . We never had any trouble after that .

Mr . Seecht: Who paid? The Department of National Defence ?

Dr .

	

Yes .

r . Specht : And edminisstered by the local headquarters ?

shrumt * ell it was a standard arrangement for it . But then

the money came to us, you see? When the pay was waived, we had

this and we built the armouries . Then

	

set up these trust

funds . There are two trust funds at the University now, one

for the Navy . The

	

always wants to be a little different .

And the other one for the C .O . T. C .

r . S.,_2tht : Well you were an officer right from the beginning ,

1928 . You were a Captain of one of the two corpanies .

Dr . hrua : That's right .

r . Specht : Could you describe what your duties Were, prior

to you becoming officer commanding ?

Dr . Shrum : Oh well, give some lectures, not very many . I couldn' t

compete with this Staff Sgt . Smith . . . (chuckles) . He was too
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good . nut on narad , I'd always have to go down to parade at

night when the parades ware on . hen there vas the insnectien ,

always inspection every year and a great rehereal for thi s

inspection .

5aecht : Did you give drill yourself ?

Dr . Sarum : Oh yes . I was quite good at that because I had

been the Sergeant in this large group in Toronto, a couple of

hundred university students . They had no N .C.O .s . I wa s

one of the first .C .O.s . . .so I did aict ef training and

handling arades . I war; quite good at that,

	

think .

	

h d

a voice that could

	

ard, in any ca.

	

You kno:'', on the.

inspect on . . .w en w had the great rob

	

students

	

the C .O.T.C .

and senator Criesh

	

erac or oneral cos.

	

r

Canada . His aadguarters was

	

.7daentcn .

	

cane do,

	

r a

and he wa

	

specting avarybody in all the military units and

so on an<a he was just really raising "ga ll with th . He was

sed t

	

*ery tough .

	

he das coning out to U .B .C . and

evarybsdy was nervous and so on .

tricks he was up to and lo T though 1

ies had. told s~sa what

have

	

fi ht fire.

with fire . One of the things

	

had aekad those o lc to o

like you wore on active rvic

	

ha . .0 . wouldn't larlaw

a hictorl about them . He was tha i a

ht h?fir.? one group

	

s t

c day and other groups another Jay .

	

re -as w much

changlag around . . . the units were larga a ad Vera

	

no way

they could get to know the o people .

care to the in s

all his . ople a

dar . Well at U .D .C .

building acre those huts . . .'

	

0as-a na, for rducation
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or something, I don't know what they are . In any case there

was a plot of land there we used for inspection . After we had

gone through what we could do, march pasts and the routine for

these, then he goes along the ranks . . . .up and down the ranks .

Then he'd stop and he'd say to the N .C .O ., 'What's this man' s

name?" or "What year is he in?" and so on . So I had all the

students in the auditorium and I explained how this was done .

Now, I said, "When he comes along and he says to the Corpora l

or Lance Corporal or Sergeant or whoever it may be, 'Do you know

the name of your people?' You tell him, 'Yes sir .'

	

11, this

man, what is his name?' "Oh, his name is Jones . John Jones '

"What faculty is he in?' 'He's in Agriculture .

	

at year i s

he in?' 'Second year .'" And I said, "You just tell it jus t

as if it's fact ." You know I said, 'Tever stop to conside r

anything. Just give him a name and a year . . .bang . .bang . .bang .

And Practice it ." Those fellows went out and we had ti-

nracticing this . So then old Griesback came along and h e

went through this very same thing . He'd say to the fellow, "I s

that correct?" You see? Well, I didn't put enough emphasi s

on the response . Some of these fellows would he very shy and

hold back and say . . . .`'Yes, it's correct ." So when he finished

the inspection he completed it and then he compliments al l

the N .C .O .e and said they did a terrific job . He thought they

could have had a littl e more co-operation .p rom

	

in the

ranks . (laughing )

r . Specht : This was of course, during t'_ : tYar where you had

a very large unit . I mean like in the 1930's before the

war it was probably compact	 everyone knows each other .
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Dr .Shrum : Oh, before the war we only had 30 or 40 all together .

Some of them would change .

Mr .Specht : That's 30 or 40 in one company ?

Dr . Shrum : Yes, that's right . Some of them would change

their minds and they wouldn't be very active when th e

examinations come along . . . .

	

used to have a little difficult y

getting them out . The interest lagged a bit. The very beginning

1928 and '29 there was tremendous enthusiasm and than it

sort of tapered off til the war came along, you know .

Mr.Specht) How did the Depression effect the corps? Lik e

military spending generally was cut back, especially in 1932 .

Dr.Shrum : Yes . Where wasn't very much eyen ing as far a s

the Corns was concerned but I don't recall ti _=t

	

<"sect:c us

very much . We had such a small unit and the amount of money

involved was very small .

srecht : Did the local militia give you a lot of encouragemen t

as far as	 were they really interested in the officers tha t

you were training out there ?

Dr . Shrum : They weren't . No not really really interested .

As a matter of fact they would liked to have some of thes e

fellows enlist in their units and take their traieine

	

hchin

rather than at C .o .T .C . And there were a few 2

	

li d

that but they couldn't get the same officer's qualification .

But if they grew up as a Seaforth Cadet, they might want to sta y

with the Seaforths or something like that . I think there were

a few of these . generally sneaking they co-operated . But they



weren't 100 anthusia :stic a1out th C .O ."' . . I think that

b3cause we rare haing attacked at t .le university, th~►v felt

loyalty to luaport us, you know ecause ve aere actually a

:art of the military organisation .

7r,echt :

	

Yes . ''hat sort of feedbac!: lid ,+o3

	

aaeak-

thg of

	

fore tae ',:ar,

	

far as the quality o° officers who

re tom si-sionccx in the ranks? Lo you rac:a.11	

Thrum: all, I cxon't acal.1 very much but roat of thes e

fellows we aad ;sera extremely good .;ocausa they ore in ther e

and anthusi astic and they °c'ore aelected . . . .thirty or forty from

the male atudent body, T h . student !ca'y was arall :alit there

were high ;13rcentagea of ual: s in the university and ay .

they rare csuite a s1 ct Troup and the ones .r'_.a actually

qualified or rare raady to qualify and stayed with it, they

wore auperior people . T ian't know hoer relay ?s ir ricA .,,arshra?s .

when t e tsar broke oat, John

	

sat art birth and : ennady end

a ni '.' per" of the C . . .t' . o; .•

	

and .-' ;l u as T it ice-, 3rteals .

4,'35 I think was ,cart of

	

.̀ .,eak of the anti-

war r ove"Cnt on c .?"pus . . . .

	

would 1:at ud! n p ros„ =.. .z t i c l+ : a

the aaeti a aa, th cor 'oticn col nay on .

t °r?

	

They votad to ' ali t

?v cola a' t co::. On t: campus in unifo

	

Yvca 111

unit , aozr.e of the tint ,a units had to :guild uartor

min ter for initance, I know built 4nartar^ in the r-•ourio a

7bya OX nd

u have ., y r'aMOr y

rui

	

Y'.3 . 't 1at i°.. eopl y br

	

.aair

	

cams .

for people to con y and change and then

	

Lvilian life .
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It wasn't safe to walk home with a uniform on .

	. Specht : Waa this the case on campus ?

Shrum : I wouldn't say that it wasn't safe on the campus

but we didn't want to antagonize the students by appearing

on the campus in uniforms . They could put the uniform on and

go to the Beatty Street Drill Hall but we didn't do anything

on the campus in uniform. Even Staff Sgt . Smith, as a rule

would always be in civilian clothes on campus in the early days .

i1r .

	

cht : Did you have any personal encounters at that time

with . . . . people who were . . . . ?

Dr. Shrum : No, I had no personal encounters at all .

Specht : How did you feel about it? Did it affect the morale

of the Corps?

Dr.Shrum: No, it just sort of knitted together a minority group ,

you might say . If you wanted to maintain high morale in a

minority group. . . .I guess, attack them by a majority, you know.

r. S cht s Do you think the morale was quite good ?

	 Shrum : Yes, excellent . They would do anything ever asked

of them, pretty well . . . .the C .O .T .C . people . I, myself, having

been in the ranks appreciated how students felt about officers .

There were some pretty poor officers in my day. So that the

one thing that I always tries to do was not to ask the ren to

do anything I wasn't prepared to co myself . .it.' I had an

officer's uniform, I used to go over with them at Christmas

to the Work Point Barracks . The floors were wooden floors that

had been well oiled to keep down the dust but I used to lie on

the floor with the men . Whatever they were going through, we' d

go through the same thing . . . .not too much of this standing by

supervising, you know .
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Mr . nechtn What was it like at Work Point? Ccrpared to say ,en_

U .B .C . ca_ pun ?

Dr. Lrum : rTh. I don't ?.now . I enjoyed

	

'because it was sort

of nostalgic .

	

e.y burned coal in the little stoves in the

huts and. you. srgilled tne coal emo%e . . .it rnminded

'at World T . Smelled the sae . . . . (chuckles} . . .sort of

nostalgic, I guns's .

your _raining still sort of First world

Drench warfare, massive use of infantry ,

eras that sort of the basis 'or your	

lru :

	

e were always trained to fight in the open. . .

in the Corti ficate 'A' examination . I don't think trench warfare

wee ever mentioned in the . . .before World War I in training .

yen when we were training the artillery for World War I

never had any instructions an far as I know about building

a gun pit . We always had these horses and it was tremendousl y

exciting . . .like

	

ng to a fire . . . alloping as fast as the

horses could co and then halt . Unhitch the horses, quick release ,

full action front and see how quickly you could get firing .

Thee„ were the con : titions usually . . . .which battery would be

the first one to be in action, you know .

	

of course you

only do that . . . . once in thre!

	

well actually in thn war

- ras involved in open movement of the guns and halt and action

front . .once only . The rest of the time, we'd sneak up after

11 o'clock at night by some back road and try to get the gun s

into a gun pit that had been built before hand . But there was

no instruction on that . Even the infantry instruction before

World War II, the manuals hadn't been rewritten very much
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a d so that I can't recall any instruction, tho' there must be

some in the old ranuals, about trench warfare . . . .even for World

TT .

	

ere still ranoeuvring out in the open .

-echt : What do you ronenher of the Palls at the Jericho

7ountry Club? I think they fnllo

	

your annual irspection .

nrumz Yes, yes .

	

_re trenendous events . . . .

(lenghe . . .We enjoyed tm. Of course they didn't cost anything

for the

	

. . . .sand they ;- rc very well behaved We would invite

eore

	

the

	

s from the regirents and they would core

in their scarlet and blue uniforns and so on	 so it was

always written u7 as a colourful event . I r- ink the

o d it . I always enjor ed it .

cht : In

	

1937 issue of the annual

	

Totem it said

that one of the Dells of that era carried on the "noblest of

British tradition" . Bow would you interpret that?

Dr. 'rum : Oh, I don't knew exactly what that meant . But they

were rather formal affairs . People were in unifrrm and they

exch ,.ged dances with other peo

; I wasn't sure how to take that . I felt that it

-as an undo. etat

	

sore hind eayh

Dr . Bhrun : I d 't hrew

	

means myself .

r-

	

T' n not sere t h a . British rsditions they are

r :

	

1 there would he no problem whatsoever with fellows

drinking too much or anything of that sort . . . .never . Maybe thats

what they meant . Bormal very well behaved and so forth . Nothing

rowdy about it .
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rr .

	

Compare Lt .-Col . Ln on' common

	

.

	

.-Col . ,

:)octor Le .,an' . . . ?

'run :

	

1, I rather Mad Col . 7,etso' way of doing

gain . (chuckles) It was more my way of doing things . I'll

give you an ar

	

'Iv you're in the military you expect

your camrandnr, whoever he is, if he's a corporal you em:,eot

e told what to do and you do it . But if he's a Li3utenant ,

	

Capt sin, a :!ajor

	

Iataver he is . . So t'll give you this just

as an example . Lt isn't a criticism of Col . Logan . But 're

	

re baying inspection town '

	

atty rn t Armourias andthe 'P

I said to Col . Log 7, 'hat do yon want me to Jo? "

nooause . . .oh, the Colonel falls out and stands nesid the

commanding .0 .'

	

r and thara's all t? ,, is .

	

'o

	

said, "roar

what do you want

	

do?" nd

	

would you

Me

	

do, Cordon?" You know? dell, Z felt so let down

...;ecaus

	

military or anization you don't ea-pact that, you see .

's the way ho ran it . it was very popular and people

d him and nverl

	

that he did . But frm a military point

view he wasn ' t

	

decisive .

	

. Letson would say

afornhand .

	

o , you -ill do

	

and so and that will t your

job and so on ."

	

7arythIng

	

laid out very conc i

with _,nappy orders and so on- it was more the, traditiona l

milita

	

ladling of things . From t- point o f view h

good . re had a great number of connections too with th e

senior military people both in Ottawa and in Victoria so i t

may have "n?.nn a little easier t

	

,e arr .,-Ingcm ,

	

.or carns
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and things .

Mr, Snecht You obtained a crtificat= in 1936 from the Military

Staff Cours€

	

was in

Shrumt

	

those ? Sys t a r-calif r as a ma-

you had. to have at you call e'piitation . I went to

riding acoc2. u'

enjoyed that

	

andcu

every Orning and ride .

In "nri d

such that

ook it two ear, in succ aaicn . 7 van t~ou h ? rased it ,

I want hack and took it aga.in . . . .nice free riding and rood 1'or3es .

Than

	

. .,en dawn and took y+,

	

Cour'". a

and that 'daas a. var y good ccur- .

nacht : That did. that qual 'y you for ?

. Shrum : mall I gu ., it ua .ifiad re for a ma

	

eld

off car, T guess . Once you get ualifiaatian for a

there's very little furt'.lr f olio

	

you

a Colonel .

	

cr. 's and

	

enant Colonels sere y c.

	

d

I torn that in order

	

alify for a field

', :no' a that you ware,

that 1:h a

ha Police arraca

Par about two

course I' d .

on 33rd . I

T'd go up t. . seY .

artillery and had ridden ho r

but I didn't have any crtifi.cate so I liked

cars, t t

ca r

echt : rid

rc:7and it net

I
Out .
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Put this wee in 1537 ?

thins ere tr.

	

disturbed in the

!eV renal

	

on .

	

very sued~nl`' Col . eetson

et , tnlv .

eoLt :

	

tie un,

	

etruction e

then,

	

tehe over tho new roet . . . .

cht :

	

ycu E'' nt t ,

	

me,

	

eecome

	

oonnan ing

Dr . :;hrun : Well

	

't have t'uch tine

	

thin:: about it .

I .'a'n't consulted .

	

-;aid, "well I'm leaving and you'l l

have

	

take over .

	

nno . I couldn't say 1ether

I tented it or not . I n7asn't really a

	

ttuden t

	

a

-airs. . I di :'.

	

a lot of

	

r on it . ' ;ow Col . Lotlo n

d

	

lot of neat r-,7 an. studying on

	

I don't thinu Col .

T r;e, Ii' either .

	

did the jol here . But I had no

,itione to

	

on to a '1i ' .cr ranh

	

n jeet r 7 aeeociation .

r ntirely

	

the univex p ity any the C .O .T .C .

7nell

	

al fFicer enretan

	

or .e

	

Conndug

Streat Armoures . DeC .O .R .e I think

called t :i(..;ne

	

. I think he bcene. Colonel down there

:0 leave the C .O .T .C . tut this c m on very

Flow did you '.e, for

	

7olone''n

	

n did .

SEcond World War .

attitude as a comaBing officer ?

	

trot would you think.

	

a erope r

ea red it

P r .ors

took it .

relationshl

	

en a. cos-rending officer and his subordinates?
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"ell 4n World "ar 7, 7 felt that T wan able to

fro-

	

1 War 7 because th e

stns.

	

g f n llnarian . The

T first :?;,lis':e ;; #n the artillery

very strong

	

r .ina

	

T wa s

fortur n to t. post ed to a unit

	

""ranee with

	

..y strong

diloiplln

	

nno, er r

	

t_ery

	

Alln't n shinned

r position .

	

o T t .

	

the students when took over t

C .O .T .C . arld the war broke out, I said., "You k: n .

any

	

7 gnnt . "I don't know what the .

little tr i

7 '71,11 other

	

- good dtsoir l

dscipline .

. .ng it too .

	

TT. didn' t

we'd tur L

7 call Un .

urut

	

th i

Ye Pean . rock 'o hn d

_nstic nhoot n ilitary ,

but other batteries

in n hrigade, we' d

of then it. ~ hel l

ut-

	

or 7ce

7 other na -

nd playing catch

	

7rr

,r . e rtn

core

in World "at. t

,i

	

" -
4

,' gn't ave

nn to he

e you ....

icing

the C . .T .C . and then

had quite a nioe working

nnIn

	

He llYn '"t .d

	

the o .o

2` r .7,' .

_nllyson w

	

f- nn

and very a

had no use for the military at all . He felt that all engineering
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students should be emort . . . .that their engineering training

4..as 'sore useful than

	

military training .

	

he told

s ld -!nthis!

	

idn't help us

	

T woul

	

. Well ,

who was a top stuo

	

. . .one of his very Les t

e in civil

	

,, . This

sing . T e an we s- ruck. hir' o

lt~t .= .efusod to take

ength, he wouldn' t

sot called up .

	

ll the university

	

rough

of

	

3 a !;sc

	

ow and a very strict

	

very severe .

(ch-ohles) , u':.

	

to have an arr s

	

We built the

show

	

n .

	

e th st

	

r

	

built '' rmourie s

that

	

one corner

	

-ho; _r r

	

well we ' I

	

r,

So

	

that into a place

	

studet, if tie

	

he the

ru

	

we c, give. him four or five

but i ,Sean inlayson, all the pull that

firm and this fellow got called up and

nson held

the

s other s s

bnd of track I
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Lac.Shrum ; Oh there were limits of course, to what we could

do in the way of discipline . According to the K .O .R., Xing' s

Ordersand Regulations, but I made our own rules . So that we' d

say, "Oh, we'll give you five days confined to barrack ." Wel l

didn't have any barrack . They weren't in barracks

were students . But w e'd say, "now you give us your tim

and all the spare time they had from nine o'clock in the mornin g

'til six. o'clock at night, we'd make them sit in this room and

study . If they refused to do it then we'd strike them of f

strength . All we had to do was put through

	

order to strike

them oft' strength and Judge Manson would check these orders .

If he saw a fellow struck off strengh well, he'd get a call ,

you see . So they knew they had to do it.

ce wasn't . . . . There wasn't con-

scription until 1944, so how could they call him up if he didn' t

volunteer?

Dr . Shrum : Well, I know they did call th up, anyway . Conecrip

tion didn't start 'til 1944 ?

e

	

Well it wasn't used

	

ar as I know.

Mind you, *Mackenzie Ring, I think in 1941 had a plebiscite t o

release the government from its pledge not to use conscription .

So the government could if it wanted it . I'm not sure how this

would have fitted in . I understand he didn't really have to

use it until 1944 .

Dr . Shrum : I don't know. Right from 1940, it seems to

	

that

these students were given exemptions by attending university .

It was compulsory to take C .O.T .C . training in the university .
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Mr.Specht : This was a decision by the and and the Senate ,

right?

Dr . Sh : It was a decision by the University presidents, meeting

in Hart House, I believe at the University of Toronto. I was

down to the meeting and they passed a regulation there . Now

what did they call it? the National Conference of Canadian

Universities, or something 	 that military training would

compulsory in the universities .

mr . Specht : How could they enforce that? Under what . . . ?

Dr . Shrum : Well, they couldn't enforce it other than they

agreed that it would

	

and each president cams back, went to

his institution and said that other universities were doing i t

and we're going to make it compulsory here .

:fir . Specht : And if a student objected. . ?

Dr . Shrum : Well, if a student objected. . . .he couldn't stay

in the university, I think .

Mr . Specht : He was expelled from attending university then .

Dr . Shrum : You say conscription came in when ?

Specht : well, I understand that they rarely used conscription. . .

hrum: It was a lot earlier than 1944 . That was near th e

end of the war ;

. Specht :

Dr .

	

I don't know but it certainly was before 194 4

that Judge ftatnson had the deferments of people from call up .

I don't know . That would be a point worth looking at . But in

any case, this is the point about Dr . Iinck. I don't think

he was in favour of this regulation . But if the universities

had agreed to it and he was there at the meeting, then he was
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going to see that U .B .C. played its part in accordance with

what had been agreed upon . I say he personally wasn't in favou r

of it, you know . Of course I think he appreciated that this

a very dangerous situation with Bitle:r and that Canada needed

to do everything ~+ossibis to stop this evil force in the world .

I think he would feel that .

cht ; Yes .

Dr . thrums He would dislike having to become involved in

forcing people to take military training, I think . But when

he'd once committed. . . . there was no wavering . He never did .

Be was an unusual person that way .

'tr . S2eht : Did you initiate any changes when you becam e

Commanding Officer after Letson ?

Dr.Shrums I don't think so .

!r. S2oesht : 1937, 1938 an Army Council report listed U .B .C . as

one of the universities where 'A' and 'B' graduates certificate s

were eligible for commissions in the British Army . Do you

recall this? I wonder if it signifies that you were fully

recognized.

Lr. Shrum : Yea, I guess I faintly recall it . Yes, that's correct .

Sgecht: Also in the years 1937, 1938 the training period

extended like I think you must have added about a month

during the university term on to the actual training period .

I wonder why that cargo about at that time .

Shrum : Well, I think because of the international situ-

ation . We felt that we were really training people for war .

Before that it was not so definite that they'd be using thi s

training immediately .
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Mr . . Seechtr Here there any other repercussions like say during

the Spanish Civil War and the re-armament of Germany, did you

receive instructions from the command regarding this from h

the National D e fence?

Dr.Shrum : I don't think

	

had any . a would get intelligence

reports . I didn't have too much time to read these because I

active in my university work . But I think the thing

most decisive was the failure of the United Nations

to curb Mussolini and his venture into Ethiopia . It became ob-

vious that the League of 1zations was not going to function as

everybody had hoped . The axis between Mussolini and Hitler

became obvious that we were going to have another world war .

8Snecht : Did public opinion change in your favour a lot

more then in the late 30's ?

Dr .

	

Oh yes, yes . Well the opposition to the C .O .T.C .

died out pretty well . There wasn't any opposition left by the

time I took over . Col . Logan was the best man to command the

C.C .T .C. when the opposition was at its peak because he waan' t

a military ran in any sense . e was a mild mannered fellow .

He was so popular with everybody and he was so involved in so

many good works that they couldn't possibly attack him personally .

This was just one of his many activities at U .B .C .

Spec

	

ort of military historians were predicting

at the time that warfare . . .this is regarding the army. . . .much

more mechanised and much more technical . Did your training

programme modify itself over the years to take that into account?

hrum : Oh, to some extent. Slowly I would say but not very

much . The manuals didn't change very much . It takes a long



2-2, p .

did, to change one of the military training manuals .

I think most of them were written after the South African War .

Mr . Specht : Did the status of the Corps change when war brok e

Were you still just a training corps or were you under

any military obligation?

Dr . Shrum : No.

Mr . Specht : You weren't under any military obligation .

gr . Shrum ; But we took in graduates who were not students fo r

training in the evening. Well, they would join the corps . They

went to camp with us and so on . We had special parades

them in the evening . . . .to help them qualify for commission .

tr.Specht : I see .

Dr.Shrum : But they weren't always graduates too . There were

one or two that we took on . We said that they had to Babe

university graduates but there were one or two that we accepte d

that weren't even university graduates 	 because they couldn' t

get the qualifications downtown . They didn't have the staff .

They didn't have the manuals . They didn't seto know how to

go about it . .training people for the officer's qualification .

r« Spechta There was an interesting turn of events, this was

in Septenher 1939, the Canadian General Staff stated that

enlistees in the C . O . T . C . shots'a

	

n

the forces very soon . Then a few days later, this was reported

in the Ubyssey they reversed this decision saying, no, they'll

have no obligation at all . Do you recall any of that ?

Dr . Shrum : No, t don't recall it but I would say that th e

first was a mistake . . . .to suggest that they enlist the C .O .T .C .

They were then obligated to join the service . This was never
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the intention of the C.O .T .C. I don't think so .

Mr . Specht : Now the Department of National Defence adopted a

policy encouraging students to stay in university and graduate

before they enlisted in the active services .

Dr . Shrum : That's righ

Mr. Specht : Do you know how that decision came about or why ?

Dr . Shrum : Well because I think that they felt that thi s

was a war in which there would be far greater need for peopl e

with technical training . Science didn't play much of a role

in World War I but it was very obvious in World War II that

not only in the military but in all the supporting services

they would need university graduates in great number .

Specht : Did U .S .C . support this point of view?

Dr. Shrum : Yes .

Mr . Specht : Did you yourself?

Dr . Shrum : Yes .

Mr. Specht : How about graduates from the Arts, did you thin k

it should apply to them ?

Dr. Shrum : It applied to them too because they were require d

in intelligence service, interpreters and there was always

a demand for them too, I think .

Mr. Specht : When there was compulsory military training, al l

the students who you recruited, did they all	 were they sort

of all aiming for commissions . . .officer training or was it basi c

soldier training?

Dr. Shrum: Well, I think some of them thought they didn't wan t

to be officers and they took it as basic training . One could

take basic training without taking any certificate . If you wanted
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to beco: a an officer and qualify you had to take extra lectures .

There was a certain basic training you had to take, mainly ten

parades and so _forth and go to camp. But you didn't have to

take the lectures . Mere were quite a number of lectures

associated with the officer training . h, a great nuiti r of

students didn't take it all .

	

st of them thought the war would

over by the tir they here out of the university anyway, I

think . o they just took the minimum . The minimum really

involved mainly parades .

Spe_cht : Co when these students graduated they would have

had some basic ruilitary experience?

Ur. Shrum : That's right .

Research Council and various other organizations . Everybody

wasn't required to go into the military when they graduated.

Snecht i Oh .

Or . Shrum : You see tere were deferrienta for people workin g

on the :rational Pesearch Council . if you graduated from U .B .C .

and then you could go and work in the "rational research Counci l

and still get deferment . "nd there were other organizations ,

Polymer I suppose , it was in operation then . You could get

exemption to work for an essential war industry . I'm sure that

some went and worked at the toeing plant down in Seattle . They

would get deferment . You wouldn't get exemption, you'd get

deferment so that if the situation changed and they did need

more people they could call them up . But they were df red mostly

indefinitely .

Spechts Presumably tip

	

e.r_Iist in the ranks .

Yes . but some of them could qa into the .ational
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Mr .Specht : How did the campus chang e' during the war, vast

recruitment and how did you cope with such an influx?

Dr . Shrum : Well the thing that bothered me most . . .some of the

professors enlisted in the ranks in the C .O .T .C . Quite a few

of them took training . The thing that bothered me most, I use d

to be embarrassed about it because we used to wear our uniforms

on the campus some days then, if it was a parade day . One o f

these professors would core along and he'd salute me, you know .

(chuckles) There was no way to get around it, you know . I

didn't think it was proper for senior professor to salute me

on the campus but	 well it d .dn't happen very often ,

fortunately .

Mr . Specht : How about space for drill and acc odation . . . .office

space, equipment? There must have been a real problem at first

to handle all this .

Dr.Shrum: Well we started to build the Armoury pretty shortly

after the war. This was quite a problem. There's an interesting

story there too because we couldn't . . . .timber was under control ,

you see and we couldn't get the timber to build the Armoury .

I went to Ottawa and the timber controler was down there . I

told him I was going to sit in his office until he agreed

to it because I said, "Don't tell me I have to coo back and

tell these students . The university says that military trainin g

is compulsory ." And I said, "It rains all the time in the win-

ter out there and we have forestry as a main industry . . . .and

you tell me we can't have a few carloads of lumber to build a

shelter for these students when they've waived their pay!" I

just laid it on the line . Eventually I got it . Then later we

wanted to put an addition on the Armoury, so I went down and
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tried the same thing again and he said, "you know Shrum, the

mistake I made was ever agreeing the first time . I guess I'll

have to let you do it a second time now ." So we had the

we were one of the few C .O .T .C.s in Canada that had good accom-

modation . to had the best in Canada	 best by all odds . The

best facilities, ~e had a very fine officer's mess, orderly room ,

everything we needed .

!Ir . Specht : The war broke out and you stated that traini.nr

	

wil l

he more theoretical and technical than formerly . " Why did you

make that staterrleent and how did	

Shrum t Well

	

uess we had to put in more time and since

we didn't have the military equipment to do the more practical

things weed better do what we'd be equipped to do. So we

did a lot of work on map reading and this sort of thing wher e

we could elet professors who were well qualified in the field

to help . I think that was the main reason, just necessity .

We didn't have the military people and we had no military

equipment so we tried to do . `le anted to put in more time .

People wanted to prepare for the future and this was the best

way to do it

Mr . Specht There was a serious emblem of lack of instructors

wasn't there?

7r.Shrum : Oh yes .

Specht : Because they were in the active services .

Dr . Shrum : That's right. There they were needed to train the

troops that were enlisted .

r.tlEecht : Did you partly overcome this problem ?

Dr . Shrum : Well as I say we used these Junior students for
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military parades because they'd had cadet training in the

schools . Some of them were very good and so we used those .

We borrowed some . Our parades were on a Saturday afternoon ,

most of them, and some of the military units didn't parade o n

SAturday afternoon . So we'd make arrangements for some of the

instructors to come over from town to help us .

Mr . Specht : Was the faculty on the campus co-operative and

helpful during the war ?

Dr . Shrum : With one or two exceptions, yes .

Mr . Specht : Would they volunteer their time for lectures ?

Dr . Shrum : Yes . .and they would arrange for students to ge t

into sections where they could take the training . So yes, I

would say that the faculty was very co-operative .

Mr . Specht : glow about the student body ?

Dr.Shrum : Well they voted in the auditorium to waive thei r

pay even after the Navy came in . The Navy and I had this

meeting in the auditorium and put it up to them . I didn't think

they would but they did vote to waive their pay . So I think

that's a pretty fair indication that they were trying to b e

co-operative and helpful . Now I don't say what would have happened

if they had voted not to waive their pay . I didn't (chuckles )

issue any threats or anything . If I had they wouldn't have

voted . I appealed to them on the basis of what the money was

being used for . Some of them would say, "Well what wil l

happen when the war is over, what are we going to do with al l

this money?" Well I said, "I'll guarantee that it'll stay at

the university . It'll be used here ." And it's still at the uni-

versity, the money . We had more than we could use .
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necht : flow about th* Student War Chest and the ~?ed Cross?

'here these cite successful?

Dr . Shrum: I don't know very much about them .

	 Specht : October 1940, this is a controversy, there's an

editorial in the Lssey which argued that the timetables of

the C . . '.C . be altered to accommodate applied science courses .

Either that or they should given credit for their courses .

A meeting was held with the Science students and you attended

the meeting and you excluded the press .

Shrum : Which?

necht : You excluded the press from the meeting . . .the

tbsey reporters, and after the meeting the Science students

agreed that there was no conflict . I just wondered what you

said at this meeting .

hrum : (laughs) I don't know .

Specht : You don't remember, eh ?

Thrum : I can't remember . But I was saying ear

bean 'inlayson wasn't whole heartedly supporting it . He felt

and maybe quite honestly, that the engineering students woul d

be better, they were going to be used as engineers in the war

anyway, anti that they didn't need this parades and military

training and so forth . Fe wasn't very co-operative in that

respect . tut I can't remember the meeting .

	 echt : It sounds as if you must have been quite angry

f you made aura that the Ubyaae . . .you didn't want any

part of th at the meeting . Oh, you said they had made a

take in their editorial too . Just wondered what . . . .

a

	

I can't remember it .
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	 Hecht : Was the

public that student s

defered ?

	 Shrum ; ,sere was a little bit of this but I don't think

it was very serious . There was a little bit of that but o n

the whole I think that most people agreed that the sor t

of war we were fighting was going to

	

a long war and that

needed university trained people to prosecute it. Certainly

if university students went downtown I don't think they wer e

subject to any snide remarks or anything because they w

students in the university .

Spec t : Were there any defence measures on the carious a t

the time?

ter . Shrum : Only in connection with "o• n where "ort Cara

was . here was nothing I don't think . I don't think there were

any military restrictions on the campus . There were, yes, in

the Chemistry repartment they had some rooms that were double

locked and so on . 't'hey claimed they were doing war research

and there was some restriction on these but it didn' t aunt

to very much .

Sleseht t Row about black outs ?

had black cuts on University '?ill here . That was

very ksarly in the war. T had thin place I ad this all blacked

out .

	

had

	

J fence volunteers going around at night

e if they could see a little bit of light through the

window. Barry " rren was very active in this . He could tell

you about that. He was very active. It used to be a bit o f

a joke. We'd say, "If you don't get the lights out, 'Harry

sensitive to critics

taking privileged because of being

V
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Warren will be at your door . He took this very seriously .

Se had no military experience or interest but then he threw him

self wholeheartedly into Civil fence .

	 Specht : In the term beginning in 1942, you announced a

change in training . "ow most of the time will be spent can

practical training ." Do you know why do you think this change

came about? Was it because of demands for rest.?

. Shrum I don't know .

Srecht : Were you supplied with equipment all of a sudden?

Dr . Shrum : I guess the units that were takin

	

eeople said

that they weren't capable of handling men . These university

students they n, tided more practical experience because the y

were going directly into reinforcamonte and so on . They went

into units that were already established and I expect thet

there was this suggestion thee	 At first we were really

training them theoretically because they were going to take

part in various aspects of the oar . But if „o were noing to

feed more officers into active service units, they had to have

practical training . I think th at was it . Tea handle men

and so on .

r-ocht : Also in 142, that was when the university ava l

Train3-'.g Division started and the university Air trainirq r°lan .

did you fit that into your directing military affairs on

campus? Row did you co-ordinate those?

Shrum : r' 11 this was a little difficult at the time .

made it clear though, and I had great support fr Dr . Klinck

on this, that I didn't want to take over these units . If the

Navy and the Airforce wanted to have units on cam pus, well that
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was alri ght but . . . .the C.O .T .C., there would

	

an over-riding

authority and T ?:could have that over riding authority as fa r

as the un

	

Mere concerned . But for instance they couldn' t

core on the eseeus and say, r e

	

have any parades .

you lee? Students didn't like parades vets ruch, es*~ecia1ly

when I t was raining .

	

o theoretical work cr some-

thing . T had the authority to ley , "

	

that your programm e

has to be such that it doesn't er,barrass in any way the C .O .T.C .

which has the mass of the students . This was done when the

Commanding Officers were Appointed . They were university

professors too, you s e e so we had very cordial relations . There

was never any problem . ;then they started,

	

were worried about

how it would he co-ordinated and there was some concern abou t

tha

	

after they were forted and they picked good peopl e

iversity to head up these units, as a ratter of fact

both the people they picked were

	

.C . officers . . . .to head

un t'h ? irforce and t! ?lavy . They were officers of mine so

there w ' s no erohl'r, . Put if they had sent somebody on the

campus from outside it might have been different . We were

just worried that there wasn't any conflict .

cht : ^id. . rot continue all your duties as the head of

!aies deartmert ?

rum : Ye

echt You -ever slacker.ed off on anything hecause of your

rosnorsibilitiee ?

Shrum : 1o, T

	

of the Physics Doper tr ent and Dire c

of the Extsnp ion er artment .

cht : You must have been extremely busy then .
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Dr. Shrum

	

Yes .

r . qpechta Do you think that the officers training that the

man underwent on campus, do you think this equipped than well

for service abroad?

Dr . Shrum ; The training we got here?

!Ir. S emits Yes .

Dr . Shrui

	

Oh I think it was just a start . They certainly

wouldn't be equipped to go into active service but the y

would have some basic training . They would have to have some

further training for an officer . they couldn't go from the

C .O . :

	

into a unit in France, directly .

7r q .acht : Where would an officer go once he left U .B .C .

enlisted? Would ha go to another :loyal Academy or to a special

training. .

Dr . Shrum : He'd go to a special officer's Training school .

Specht : What sort of feedback did you get? Did you get

any of your recruits or officers who had trained in C .O .T .C .

writing you letters during the war?

Dr . Shrum ; Oh yes . I had one fallow, he wrote to his mother

and his rother sent me the lette r . he says, "You know when I

was at the C .O .T .C." No, he said, he conditions over sere

are very hard, frightening, shelf and so forth." But he

said, "You know I don't think that even overseas I've ever

Lean quite so firghtened as I was with Col . Shrum in the C .O .T .C . "

(laughs} So I think the discipline worked pretty well . The

C .O .T .C . people distinguished themselves but I think that they

would have distinguished themselves anyway hecause they were

superior people . It wasn't the training they had . I guess the
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V.C . from U .R .C . was a chap that went into the ' ;aval

rvice . rc'!? been in the

	

Then there was another fellow

who

	

e trer!endcus record . . . .r edels. I

	

' t think of

his name n ew . . . from Vancouver Island . 7e was one of these young

sergeants in his first year in the C

	

this was because

they were superior ear ; ons .

	

n't think that the training; . . .

the disci-line was the rust valuable part of the training hecaus e

very difficult for a person to go

	

civilian life into

an officer training school . I mediately you're subjected to

this intense rilitary discipline . If you start to fight it

and resent it then you're really in difficulties .

	

t think

that the indoctrination to Aiscipl3 ne was a great help to

these p eople to eo en in their rilitary service .

rrecht : C<- rs were set up in naniarro, for summer training .

There was a comment in the annual that this a.s such more

rough than cut at U .D .C. I wonder . . .this was net up as kind

of a transit; an before acti on . . . .

Shrum

	

ell, when they were in cnrnn we treated them just

as if they Vera on active service. Thsolutely . There -ere other

units on active service right adjacent to us . . .all round us .

5oy`3 *'ere required to `•shave just as if they were on active

soreice . . . .when they were in comp . To fooling around : All the

and -palish

mud and the rain :

comfortable . ^ee

everything else . The et weather and the

were in tents too and that wasn't very

- :ent to care usually the iast ee's in 'pal l

and the first c ;ek in `°ay and in 'Tanaime that isn't always p almy

weather .

	

Iso went to Vernon . I went two years to tanaimo ,

one urn at Courtenay, and two wears in Vernon, I believe . And
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one year up in C ills ack .

End of track TI


