
John t' . r"cLean

Interview

	

, 7sne

Snecht'

	

cLean, could you to i 4 den and where you

were born ?

Loan . T was horn in Hornhy 5'treet in ancouver, 191 ,

Snecht : When did your family come to Vancouver ?

cLean : Two or three years before that .

T ecbt : 77here were they from?

"cLean : Prince

	

ward Island .

Eoecht :

	

re they an old family from Prince , dward Is and

Lean : Yes .

Snecht : What was your fathers occupation ?

Lean : ye was the mail service inspector .

	

pecht :

	

that v a.t_ he did when he came tc Vancouver?

'clear. : ye was a

	

clerk, when he ca -^ e

Vancouver .

Fpecbt : was your father in World

	

I ?

`cLe an

Gnec1it which hschool dial you attend in Vancouver?

can : Prince of Wales .

	

echt :

	

ou enrol. led at t .- .fl, in 1927 .

	

lbelieve tha t

correct .

can : vr

	

'27 . 'Vc-ure right there .

	

~f cht ",

	

'?id you now what you wanted L'o e iwhen ` 3ou

entered .B . C . ?

LTG Le x,17 T had plans .

	

echt :

	

The same

year that the C' . n

,can :

that •,.'ou enter c~ U .B .C . was the

formed on campus .



1-1, p . 2

Fhaecht : Do you have any rota of that event ?

have . .(chuckles ) .

Stecht! Could you tell n:e

	

it?

Lean There were a considerable number

	

aeople who

were promoting C .c . .C . on the campu

	

major_ .

	

th e

students veto antagoni at is ,ecause they thought it was war

r; anger.

	

among to e

	

considered it was war mono

gering . 1 .lthouc not act-iv--

	

pnosed to it, I didn't conai C' r

it was necessary .

	

echt : r,id

	

u attend some of the meetings?

	

cLean : Yes,

	

rotarLer attending soma

	

the meetings, .

Eut as it went on,

	

gradually got

	

the opinion that maybe

s.re was some reason

	

and I certainly

	

t opp a

nd T

	

not

	

at: iv:

	

! -,Po r

promotir t?

eaa7 Ono

wasn't a stall nt .

Were some

	

the peonle -ho wore. strongly

that time . another was a chap called humphry : :cllish .

cztecht : ":es ha. a student ?

.,east : H was a student but

	

think he did more

force ti at could. work against a strike . I remeTMber thi s

very 'cll . I think

	

hurt tie whole effort

	

insistinq

thi s

the cal p an than almost sr:77th : q else .

	

hept ins s

that the reason for the

	

rret_on

t:

	

particularly .

77n .t the re mit. o the cadets who

were interested had this In view?
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Ilan :

	

I don't think so at all . They were mo

people ho had some an

	

ackground end felt that it wa s

essential

	

have a National Defence Force of some 'n -

thi was a very useful "ay o doing

	

-.new a =her of

them reasonably well but didn't attempt

	

n them . T

had nn thought.

	

do ng so .

eclat° Perlape you could tell me about seine

acuity at you right have ohserved were strong

of this

echt- Do you have any otiler

	

reesione o

	

, .O .T .C .

in these early years whi l e you were still on campus

see 7er', 7

ruch

	

them .

	

think that they were

	

etty mall

	

They ha d

a little )lace

	

the 7rts b asement There they used

	

aye

their equipment and so on . They had nothin g

	

th e p' of

rruarters . I don't re.memL:er them ever having a Parade or eve r

ennearing

	

any kind

	

1 ceremonial or anything like that -

f''pecht

	

You graduated

	

':'32 ?

'clean ;

	

'31 .

echt :

	

'31 . Di you go 1,ack for one ear and take a

imtres ors are very va gue . I (-l ien

teachinc

clean : 7 . course i,n education, 7 . I took. four years and

then the fi f th in education . I graduate d

you. remer er

	

had a role 3n this ?

Lean : I don't remember any active role that ho ! d i n

was behind

i7pecht : "That did you do

	

You graduated ?

''f-ter fin ebed r"r education went up

	

the

no you remember Dean cc,
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p.nagan an

	

cr'T.c nrin

	

?c_ .1

	

gl cc on'l .

	

th

	

in

iver,

	

C .

t7 'flow could you L'cco^o

	

nrin ina

	

..1-I,. no to .chi ng

eT.)erience

o a

one

	

ac , er cc rel .?

col

	

t there war,

tno 'Iig h 9 .hool

	

echt :

	

the late 193')

	

-en have

	

anse of inter-'

anal af ¢

2a

	

iver

	

ori g inal l

It

	

ro r-

	

dierc

	

the 1 i

	

-a3 there

	

th

	

got to hnow and associa (

co ,- cini v in

	

ich we live

	

naturally talked

world crair .

were nearly all ex-

	

c or ex-naYal -leorl .

	

uc

	

theof a.el

	

troubleyou think that there was go!nc

ai--ead? i.d u listen Chl . erlain or Churchill i n

nrohabl al :

would

	

an

	

nr con .

	

no_ anoteer cry

	

con!'I

n war

	

area) out,

	

c i volved

too, one 3ur7.aer training co'

	

;it:l t :' e
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involve. -,l very e ementar

	

a certai n

and

	

t by sor

&7 ,Ye liner in

	

.7:arne c

sore ,.1itary organi7ation of which

	

7rart:icall`r n thing

To ing :,.o

wee,n

	

'lieu, enar colonel a . .̂f' a corroral

went into 4_t .

,''necht .

*'ac use

r confla ration and that r', services

ad an c, .licTation n connection

vice . r is inal in the ,i gh

	

,o l

c

	

training

enlis t

the active

	

rvic s ?

believe .

aan7 7he

	

7!p

t7 which unit did. ou ]o n .

Tlounta2 T, anrer7 .

Wh was that?

Well it nuld h that Rare year T care

	

''r

ley ,ere

	

rrmlatirg a cc. any, the

non .

	

*n C 'pally wit

	

nur')e r

ether thnught that this was one

	

we could be

	

servi

1 sun ose . it' ,retty hard

	

gure out what your reasouln g

w as for doing it at that tine h)ecaulc

	

erybodY

	

-inrinis

-I s ccurse ?

hegin ng

	

feel that this was

acinc to

ri ght be recruired .

	

econ4ly

to the school .

	

was the n

that i q as ire the C? t~ ',n OM t Ing %on.selves .



:

	

t'

	

"'ocT7Y 'ontaa

ur

1 arinfantry

ilitia rri

	

a t i

In i

	

rr ert fi t ^'

of lom-7

later n" ed

	

( f or

	

P ?

fortis '

	

ancouver ba d

Laan

	

IA t'li F

~r-')f < 9 Co'i sicr vith

n,,,

	

Fccured

or so .

	

-T. e

rl . tr y. a. i~. .l rr at 11 and T

	

tra ni

	

-a on] the 6 re

cour c

	

taT-en

	

(c uc-le9

	

ut

	

N-as reco-,rTen,

corr,!

	

o, 'fi r: a

	

enterant .

	

1 9 ccnTimed.

'l ;ecause T did a down and ti :a 1-e a course the

sur-ac. r

	

courF at r orc]or

lit

	

2nd -Acutena t .

	

1lo-7na

	

came ac'-

;oin

	

in

	

ye

	

rvi

	

-d

	

T e Dan

arnor "ra

	

na Ci-ntro for train'nc- of trool-, F,

1,71 ,

	

cc
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cer

	

.4ould

r, a

	

c

	

orc, ra'ens

ra : at

'4' ,

	

't 1 ,,:.yre\Cf»G c= w

e

Da t `9 se22 r

t

ruc, .

tut ft :72

	

r
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p .

ran

	

'or

near. ava

	

,.,ca

	

.. .k .

	

(T. ?

- Ft:a n. .7 a r

	

ane .

	

in s

sent i.e s

-a

	

A to 1 _; r .

tl , e

	

lost ane lanec e

,ul

	

-A.atr,on i' -r ar_

	

art'

;n(N-

	

r

	

a

	

o

	

t o

e

eFences aifi'. Li ea) ," t .

very r t

n tan

	

line .

	

c

t'n

	

to all nt It s

	

travel in

	

e c-1 (r,=s r

	

t .

	

cl i

_reuc-h

	

c

	

ncl +)-l-rouc'

	

a .

	

c-'

	

rcl-

ey

	

rircu

er e

5

t

	

r

r+UrpO .

	

V,Te were las t

1-,r-,T n country
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rersonnel, veteran student's counselling . T had the whole

works at one time . But this was split up Gradually .

rpecht : You've been with the university ever since, though ?

Lean : ever since that time, yes .

I Ts . Snecht : Can you describe how you became involved with

the C .Q .T .C . in 1953 when you became Commanding Officer .

"cLean : Well, after I'd come hack, even when I was with

the Seaforths r kept a fairly close association with them .

I had been asked to take over command of the Seaforths ,

the militia unit . ?hut I turned it down at that time because

I was too busy in my job on the campus .

	

* largely becaus e

that . r"here were other factors involved as well . I

turned that down but later on when the vacancy came for the

C .O .T .C . I was asked if I would take over command . I think

that I was asked before that .

Snecht : Who asked you?

ttcLean : Well there's a committee but the honorary

at that time/as Gordon Shrum and I think he would have approache d

me . ?'t could have been the president who was Dr . McKenzie .

Snecht : Flow did you feel about taking over there ?
ee _a_

ean : well, I was very pleased to do it because I though t

could do it and I thought that I had something to

contribute to get the corps progressing .

Snecht : How did you view your responsibilities as Commanding

Officer when you took over?

McLean : Well I worked very hard on it ifthat's what
_ea

you mean . . . .(chuckles), I took them quite seriously . I

,as there for four years . I sment every hour of any extra
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Ur t _at

	

had, -rl.ing with tL'e unit . Tt crew

	

ntially .

It r_ and Lecare cit.

	

rate (-Trout.) of rec'nle ,

Snecht! You n vex'

	

any recrultrent ProLlens at . . . ,

did you ?

:cLean-

	

t

	

that

	

had a select

	

cor11 3t t

and we alway had 'more pea

	

tho were accented .

echt : b out the ts_!e that You took eve

was introduced . . .

"c-ean : Yes .

rrect : to you now

	

O .

	

was tarted?

	

t i s

your opinion on whir they hegan it?

jean_ : T actua 1 helped to ptoro e

	

activity, I thi n

%now T sunnorte'':d it very vi7orou 1Y hecause

	

felt t.sa

there was ever a war or

	

Tational

	

erqnncY aca i

for everyone concerned .

should 7et this kind of oportunity . 77hat fetter p

7 et rood trained

	

e cars than at the univer

	

? T

ry hac:i'groutd w

	

t hat

	

r, reParat, n

	

(

think it was use u]

	

e and would have 'keen very uc Lot t

)retty

	

and thrown int o

a prett' re o

	

tier, in the 2%rs

	

'It that th i

was not a very (-cod thing . r'o really I felt that .verYLod y

in toad rf cont nu

inc

	

sthe on

	

o `firer trai.ri_nc course .

ell, there were a nun ')or

	

n000le who

	

e d

to continue at the university and. take courses in redici n

a..1d

	

that theY couldn ' t 7et at 1 straic

	

r

	

ry

collate . T

	

cou

	

con' ' i a on

	

the two c c c .t
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,c

	

te r

cnn c n,id r-zae too short

the wl ter r.ror'rar –w-, only I rlay

ruc

	

it,

	

wasn' t

tile Lind of

	

`)rora'r

	

n

	

hnow

I-r, cw

	

Inr)oort( , .

1') ! :

4.

	

0 ZInli' l CO=Dnj ''!.

:earl :
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T certair7Y ~' cu

	

:it was

	

(=rood j o . It pave ,

	

a cha. c

to

	

s .* 9 at

	

no on

	

narts of

	

coDIY` tr.

o nav ns

	

nn

	

rench Can

	

I repent

,arts

	

it rather vivi

	

because once or twice we had meetings

r

	

1 .el)o

Cr t

olicv at all?

"amore than one .

	

ttaii

	

cot our views on various mat t

"L 1 c-"

	

tho

your tim,

	

C!A-T'T

	

l in

	

statt'd to

of

	

It. o o

	

sidered that thit

	

a hachard

	

p . T

rather afraid t'.' cis thi r C ? cr

	

10 tit 10le

	

0 i

	

soee

tooether and

at those Tne

	

n

	

norrel v 'ere '

senior staff o

	

er

nid the tie

rnason . Now thi n

not h

	

enonch

	

1 1,1at( -'

	

::0''

	

io ,n of the militia .

n

-tint

true

	

the country . h' : en went to a Son-th

t-:h

	

T

	

were ex-C .0 . T . . ,



1-2, p .

the .! r were (4 rig into a
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