Dr. L. E. Ranta
Zugust 6, 1973

Interview » Tape 1, Track l.

Mr. Specht: Mr. Ranta, could you tell me where and when you

were bhorn?

Dr. Ranta: I was born in Toronto in 1916.

kA A S

Mr. Specht: 1910. Were your parents a Toronto family also?

Dr. Ranta: No, they were both born in Finland and came to
the United States about 1891. Then they moved up to Toronto
in 1893. They came singly to the United States and they were
married in Ann Arbor, Michigan and a couple of years after
that they moved up to Toronto.

Mr. Specht: What was your father's occupation?

Dr. Ranta: He was a tailor. He and my uncle ran a clothing
company in Toronto and had had one in Ann Arbor. When they came
to Toronto, they continued on in that business for some vears.

Mr. Specht: Did your father participate in the First World

War?
Dr. Panta: Ho, he didn't.

Mr. Specht: A little tco old, was he?

Dr. Ranta: VYes, I think he was a little too old and he had a
lame leg which would have kept him out in anv event.

Mr. Specht; You went te high school in Toronto then?

Dr. Ranta: Yes,

Mr. 8pecht: Toronto was really your home city.

Dr. Ranta: That's right. I went to public school in Teronto too.
That's the ordinary grade school. In fact that's where I started
off in Cadets.

Mr, Specht: You joined high school Cadets, did you?

Dr. RAnta: WNo, in public school. We used to have Cadets starting
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off at about the 6th grade or something like that. I was in
cadets from the time T could get into them until I left public
school and then T continued in Cadets in high schocl.

My. Snecht: What were vour major interests in high school?

pid yvou have any idea that vou would go into your extensive
medical career?

Dr.

o

iy

anta: Yes, nretty well., T decided quite early to go into
medicine. A favorite bhrother of mine was already in medicine.
He had graduated in 1922, He was 10 vears older than I and

was going through medicine when I had very close contact with
him. T learned a lot even at that time, from him hecause he
was a good conversationalist and we used to talk a lot together.
I quess that's the main interest I had although the other effect
T suppose was our old family doctor who was a person that I

dié and do very much admire, He died several years agoe novw,

but he died when he was about 96, Dr. Cuthbertsen. I used to
think that he was a great Cod really.

Mr. Specht: Did vour family support the idea of you going into

nedicine?

Dr. Panta: Yes, My father died when T was 17 and my brother

was the one who was then practicing in Pittsburgh. UYe helped
me financially and my father's estate helped me as well.

Mr. Specht: You had an early interest in Arit, as well, didn't

oo ppessemsins e

vou?
Dr. Ranta: Yes, I had carried on some trainirg in Art both in
hich school and at The Crange Callery in Toronto.

Mr. Specht: DPut that never deflected you from medicine...?
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Dr. Ranta: Yo, because I've alwavs felt that Art is sort of

a part of medicine. I suppose it's well know that occcupationally
and from the point of view of avocation, individuals in

medicine have 2 high interest in Art, in Literature and sc on.
¥Many doctors practice these as side activities,

Mr. 8pecht: You joined the Mississauga Horse Cuards in 1926,

You would still have been in high school when vou joined.
Dr. Ranta: Yes, that's right.

Yr., Svecht: How did thevy come about anyway? What are the

Horse Cuards?

Dr. PAnta: Well, I joined up there largely out of the fact

that I wag an officer in the cadets in high schoel as T had been
in public scheol. One of my close friends who went to both
public scheel and high schoel was also an officer and he

had joined the Migsissauga Horse Cuards and he was the one

who introduced ge te it. We used to parade in the Armouries

cn University Jvenue and it was a regular Cavalry Unit, a
Militia Cavalry Unit,.

¥y, Svecht: You cot paid for it?

Dr, Panta: VYes, a small amount. I wasg a troover whatever we
got in those davs....a dollar and a guarter or something like
that., We went to summer camp for two waeks in the summertime
at ¥Yiagara on the Lake which was mainly a horsey surmmer camp.
Although we did have horses one evening a week or mavbe 10 or
13 times in the course of a vear, the main cavalry exercises

took place at Miagara on the Lake,

2

Mr, Specht: Were these cavalry exercises military exercises
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or were they more ceremonial?
Dr. Ranta: Oh no, they were military exercises, ves.

Mr. Specht: Wasn't cavalry by this time regarded as chsolete

in modern warfare?

Dr. Ranta: Ho..no. At least it wasn't in our unit. It was
considered still to be a mounted light infantry. That's really
what the Mississauga lorse Cuards were in the same way that the
Drageoons at that time were, mounted light infantry.

Mr. 8pecht: .....Firing rifles from the horses?

Dr, Panta: Nope...no the purpese of it was to give mobility
to the man and get him to a strategic place either for
observation....and we were trained a good deal in field craft
because our purpose was observation.....or reconnaissance
plus the mobilization of fire power at some strategic point.
It was the faster movement of the horse.

Mr, Specht: Field craft...what crafts?

Dr. Ranta: Well field craft was mainly on the basis of cbser-
vation of terrain, the features of the terrain that may be

of use in a military sense on smaller manceuvres not on the

basis of the main stfat@§y of battle or anything like that.

Just the unit tactics that may be needed to probe a particular
area. The purpose there was to observe terrain. I quess

ever zince Waterloo the importance of terrain has been considered
the job of the cavalry as it is in tank warfare now. The

terrain in coverning, in causing difficulties for advancing troops
is something that you can't do without. You have to have that

kind of reconnaissance. This was the task that was given to
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cavalry in those times. Truly not a very good thing in the face
of modern warfare but certainly something that in those davs
was considered to be worthwhile exercising.

Mr. Specht: Did you change vour rank?

Dr. Ranta: Yes, I became a corporal, that's right,

kit

Mr. Specht: Did vou contemplate a career in the arme d sarvices

at that time?
Dr. Panta: No, I didn't,

Mr. Svecht: Did yvou have any associations with the military

after Cadets or after the Horse Cuard?

Br. Ranta: No, I didn't not until T started to work with the
C.0.7.C, I didn't belong teo the C.0,T7.C. in the University of
Toronte and T guess the reason of that was thet during my

last year in high school and myv first couple of vears in
university I was with the Mississauga Horse Cuarde. T never
did get around to going inte the C.0.T.C.

Mr. Specht: Were you interested in military though?

Dr. Tanta: Sure, ves I was Iinterested but not in a career

Bense.
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Mr. Spechbt:

Dyr. Benta: In 1229,

Mr. Specht: '29. You were determined at that stage to go

right through and becom® a deoctor?

Dr. Ranta: That's right, ves. I started off in the Medical

-

fchool yveou see. In those days vou didn't go to Arts to start

*

off with., The course for the first two vears combined an arts
ik

course with the pre-medical courses. Tt was a 6 vear program
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rather than the 4 vear program such as it is at the present time.

Mr, Specht: When vou graduated from the 6 vear program, vou

didn't practise medicine though, 4id vou?

Dr. Ranta: No, T went directly from there to the Riverdale
Isclation Hospital. This was because T had an interest in
hacteriology and T had been taking special courses in the course
of my studies. T maintained a special interest in infectious
problems Auring the time that I was a medical student., In my
last vear as a medical student T started te/wntkoat at the
Riverdale Isclation Hospital largely to run their laboratory.
They had a small laboratory there, While I was taking the
occasional classes that we had at Riverdale Hospital in my
fifth vear in medicine, during my sixth vear of medicine I
actually lived out at the Riverdale Hospital and did csome
work as a clinical clerk. 7T worked with patients, serving

as sort of the admitting officer when the recular house staff
were off dutv. Then I was invited to co there for my first
yvear after graduation which T accented because of my interest
in infectious diseases and alsc bhecause it was the hichest

paving job that a recent graduated could get.

Mr, Specht: This was was set you on the ronad to research then,

as ornosed to actual practise,

Dr. Ranta: That's richt, yes. By this time T had a lot of
friends in the research field because T would spend my spare
time investigatin?little projects and I would haunt their
laboratories and use a corner of their laboratories for my

own activities,

Mr, Specht: That was in the depression, too? Was money hard
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to come Lv?

Dr. Ranta: ©Oh, sure it was, ves. It was hard to come by. The
cost of living had been going up during that periocd of time and

just prior to the depression, My brother had, however been

assisting me and he already was a pretty successful practitioner

€='3

in Pittsburgh., T really can't say that T suffered, 7T was
strapped, but not suffering which I regard sort of as the

usual life of a student. You're not =zuffering but strappe

Yy, Specht: Did vou have ary interest in international

Dr. Panta: I came from an interesting ethnic group and
therefore T had contacts with people who were c@%iﬁ?in, I
wag aware of a Furope, vou see and largelv because mv parente
bad been very cleosely associated with the FPinnish in Toronto.
2fter my father dled my mother's interests were mainly in the
church., T used to help ocut there. I taught Fnglish for

vaearsz there in the church. had heen largely respon-~

sible for the development of three of the Pinnish language

of 211
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are of significance to armed forces people, namely the diseases
that attack the intestinal tract., That moved me then into the
area of cheolera infection. We were reallv the only peorle in
Morth Zmerica at the time of the outbreak of the Pacific War
to be working in this particular field., I remember we had

just developed a cholera vaccine at that time, 2 new kind of
cholera vaccine which was much more effective than the old
cholera vaccine., This had heen given to us as a task. Our
main contribution there was in devising a test to determine

whether the cholera vaccine was anv cood or not.

Bnd of track TI



Dr. L. E. Ranta
August 6, 1973

Interview » Tape 1, Track 2.

Mr, Epecht: Would this reasearch into cholera vaccine be use-~

ful to the Canadian troops who went to Hong XKong and Singapore?
Dr. Ranta: Yes. We had just developed a "prooven' kind of vaccine.
In other words, we had a small production that was going on in

ocur laboratories. I was producing 1500 doses a week and within
days of Pearl Harbour we received a wire from headquarters

in Torontec. That's the headquarters of Connaught Hedical Research
Laboratories. It was telling us that they had an order from

the United States Army about several millicn doses of cholsra
vaccine. How long would it take us to produce them? Well working
at 1500 doses a week it was going to take until 1520 or something
to do.  {chucklesz) So we developed a technique then for large
scale production for cholera vaccine which was done in Toronto.

We continued to do the testing and the release of batches as

they were produced in Toronto. By the time our veople began

to go to the Pacific front, most of them had cholera vaccine

as part of their immunization series. ue had a number of instances

futn

n which ecivilians going over as well, prior to the time of the
actual Japanese invasions of the southern part of the Pacific

Rim, required doses of cholera vaceine. Now this doesn't Lave

a very long immunization., Tt probably doesn’t immunize for longer
than ¢ months to a vear but it may set the pattern cf the
anti-body reaction that will speed it up in case an individual
gets contaminated with the organism,

Mr. Specht: How about malaria? Were vou involved with it at all?

Dr. Ranta: No, I was never involved with malaria.
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