Dr. L. E. Ranta
August 8, 1973

Interview __, Tape 3, Track 1.

Dr. Ranta: Col. McLean was the one who was a real spearhead,
not only as far as our own C.0.T.C. was concerned but in his
relationships with many of the Commanding Officers across the
country. At that time most of the Commanding Officers were ex-
World War II officers and a lot of them he knew personally.

He really helped to spearhead the efforts made by the officers
in trying to convince the headquarters people that they should
not be so tough on the quotas. I think that for quite some
vears, this did help out. There was a pretty adamant attitude
on the part of headquarters to reduce the number of officers
that were being trained. At least I sensed this. There was the
complaint from headquarters that they were putting all thie
money into the training of people and they weren't getting as
much out of it as thev ought to get by having individuals
continue on in the militia or join up in the regular Army.

As far as our unit was - zoncerned, we had always had a high degree
of success in people going into the militia units or people
going into the armed forces. There were a great number that
continued on. We had quite a good relationship with the
militia units. Many of them started to pick the militia unit
that they wanted to go into....an it's for this reason that we
had a fair number of officers who were actually C.0.T.C. that
had joined the militia units.

Mr. Specht: This is because you had a close.....

Dr. Ranta: We had a close working relationship, that's right.
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I'm sure that a great deal had to do with the fact that we

had wartime association with some of the units. Doug Ellsdon
vho was a C.0.7.C. person was an officer cadet with us before

he joined up with the forces during the war. When he came back,
or very shortly afterwards, he was the Commanding Officer of

the 15th Field Fegiment here and there was an already established
relationship. The same holds true with the Seaforth persons. |
Bob Bonner was an ex-Seaforth officer. Johnny McLean was an
ex-Seaforth officer. They had all kinds of friends who were

in the Seaforth Unit here. This sort of personal contact that
existed between the regiments worked out extremely well. We

had a large contingent of medical peopnle who were associated
with the 24th Medical Company which was located here in

vVancouver and some of them came through the C.0.7.C. programme.
Because they had relatively limited numbers of places that they
went to in the summertime, namely Camp Bordon, they got
acquainted with the people from the medical side of the armed
forces and this was helpful tc them in their careers. It

was a great arrangement,

Mr. Specht: Was this continued when Lt. Col. Morrison became

Commanding Officer?

Dr. Ranta: Yes, it continued and it continued down until the
time that I was C.0. I know that Morrison went to Ottawa on
a courle of occasions having to do with this at the C.0O.'s
meetings. When the threat got really seriocus during the time
that I was C.0. we tried to enlist all the possible resources

that we could. That's when Gordon Shrum wrote to the Prime



3-1, p. 3

Minister. We used everybody that we could possibly think of
to trvy to influence the government because of our attitudes...
that C.0.7.C. was a good thing in its own right. W weren't
just battling for C.0.T.C. The other Commanding officers
were going through their channels as well.

Mr. Svecht: I'd like to ask you about two things. The first one

is that in 1950...you introduced annual meeting with all the
commanding officers of all the C.0.7.C. contingents across
Canada.

Dr. Ranta: Yes, those were introduced after the war and

were attended by the Commanding Officers. I'm not sure whether
Bob Bonner went to them but I know that Johnny McLean and
Morrison and myself were at C. O. 's meetings. Originally

thev were held in places like Kingston...at the military college.
This was a meeting of all of the C.0.T.C. commanders from across
the country. Later on, by the time that I was commanding
officer, they were regional meetings like Western Canada.

We got quite well acquainted with the commanders of the other
units. I think this became recognized by the headgquarters...
that if thev brought them all together they developed quite

a political wallop under those circumstances. Consequently the
regional meetings were sponsored and maybe it was a little
cheaper to bring the smaller groups together...travelling smaller
distances and this sort of thing.

Mr. Specht: So/vggcoulé discuss problems that were related to

all the units?
Dr. Ranta: Problems, methods of recruitment, how to cope with

maintaining a viable unit when your numbers get so small.
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We were always pretty lucky. We filled our guotas. By having
what amounted to an integrated unit on the campus, where the

three armed forces elements were together, we had a viable set-

up right until the end. Some of the others hadn't had integration
take place and they were down to 8 or 10 people...scmething like
this. If vou have two years with 8 or 10 people it's pretty

hard to “maintain a unit under those circumstances.

Mr. Specht: At these commanding officer's meetings did you

form resolutions?

Dr. Ranta: Yes, and sent them forward to headquarters. Some-
times they would be listened to. There was usually a fairly senior
representative of headquarters there who would explain to us

what the policies were for the next year or so....what the

change in policies were. It would give you an opportunity to

put your own point of view forward.

Mr. Specht: In 1958 the Conservative Covernment became well

established in Ottawa for their term. I wonder if this was any
different for you people...compared with the Liberals.

Dr. Ranta: Well, I think there was a closer relationship and

this was largely through the Minister of Defence. He was a staunch
army general who was well disposed...when he understocd. At

first he didn't understand but when he understood vhat the
objectives of the C.0.7.C. were, he became a very strong supporter.

My, Svecht: This would be George Pearkes?

Dr. Ranta: This was Major Ceneral Pearkes, ves. At first there

was a real threat. This was that they were going to be closed

down, they were going to be disbanded, evervone was going to
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be trained throuch the military colleges and this sort of thing.
I know that at that time, our people were very much in the
forefront, trving to convince the Minister of Defence that

this was the wrong dirsction to go. This wasn't being thought
of in terms of any major change in the other armed forces. It
wasn't a matter of integration or anything like this. It

was Y think, purely an economic arguement. It was very strongly
opposed. T recall that there was quite a sudden change in
policy as soon a3 General Pearkes understood what it was all
about. He reversed the decision that were being brought forward
by his deputies. There was even an increase in the guota

for a period of time which certainly gave a breath of revival
to the armed forces on the campus.

Mr. Specht: You became Commanding Officer in 1964.

Dr. Ranta: That's right.

Mr. Specht: These same issues were before you, the quota

problems, I suppose money for various functions. You received
money for recruitment drives too, didn't you?

Dr. Ranta: Well, ves....small advertising funds really. They
were mainlv spent on buying space in the Ubyssey and that's about
all, I+ wasn't a verv large sum of money that was involved there.
Wwe used to put on a couple of events that were recruitment events
and we rarely had any trouble in getting a sufficient number

of recruits. We normally would select maybe one out of three

who offered himself to join the unit. They went through a
reqular officer training selection process. We had the selection

cormittee composed of senior officers of the C.0.T.C. as well



3“1; Pe 6

as one or two officers from outside. One was from a militia

unit and one fror headaguarters. That would be our final selection
committee responsible for the selection of people that present
themselves.

¥r. Specht: The year that you took over, the Haval Training

Division djoined the C.0.T.C. How did that come about?

Dr. Ranta: Well, they didn't join C.0.T.C. They came back to
the campus, really. I think this was a move on the part of
Discovery to decrease their expenditures, perhaps. What they
did was to move back to the campus. We provided space in

the Armoury in the North East corner of the main floor and

they established the Naval Offices there. They had a regimental
staff officer or what corresponded to a reginmental staff
officer the same as the Air Force did. That very, very markedly
increased the size of the tri service unit that we had.

We integrated well together. We had a good relationship among
the officers of the unit and among those who were regular

staff officers assisting the commanding officers of the unit.
They worked very well together. Ray Herbert who was in charge
of the 2ir Force is an arbitration lawver. He's a professor

in law on the campus. Morris Young was a physician and I was

a physician. Pay Ferbert said that this is vhy he became such

a good arbitration lawyer hecause he had to arbitrate between
two doctors running the units. (laughing) He still talks about
how this was a very valuable experience...having to arbitrate.
He savs, "When there are two doctors, there are always two

opinion.”
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Yir, Specht: The vear you became cormanding officer and the Liberal

2

government was back in power, I think Hellyver was Minister of
Defence?
Dr., Ranta:  That's right.

Myr. Opecht: Tight arocund this time, I'm not sure of the vear,

1964, '65, intecration bLecare the main issue of the lrmed Serxrvices.
¥
Dr, Nanta: Thats right.

O S —

Mr, Specht: T'd like to hear how this affected the unit and

how you implemented it.

Dr. Ranta: Well, as I have indicated, we had already become
a tri services set up. Now our tri service activities were
largely tri service activity of the Mess. Our recgular

arades were tri service parades but our programmes were

Y

distinctive and separate. What inteoration broucght about was
an integration of the programmes part of which had already

Fegun.  ¥e invented integration, as a matter of fact. At least

this i3 what we've alwavs said. When integration became announced,

&

g
M

rt of the prograrmme was a coumon-to-—all-elerments programme.
rvervbody got invelved in International studies and things of

this sort. How ever there were also separate sections of the
programme that had te do with matters that vere associated soley
with the Wavy and the Alr Force and the Army. Those woulé be
carried on conjeintly with the common~-to-all-elements program,

what we used to d4c was to start off the evening with an cverall
kind of program, an hour spent with some particular lecturer

or something of this sort....some kind of exercise that had elements

for asach one of the armed forces divisions. Then after the break

in the evening they would ¢o and take their special-to-an-element
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kind of programme. So there was reallv two periods in the course
of the evening, one of which was covmon and one of which was
special, 7That continued and there was no real change. There

was just further development along these lines. The real chance
came when they decided that they were going to cease tc have

ermed forces unite on the campus. That was the main fate of

the intecgration programme Tt was because they had committed
themselves to training officers entirely within the armed

forces complex.

Mr. Epecht: You retained separate uniforms though.

Dr, RPanta: Yes, we retained serarate uniforme until ahout

S—

1262 when some of our recple were issued with +he new uniform.

»

Frmy who were coming from R,OVT.E,

g

Mogtly thev were peonle in

e
)

Yy, Epecht: The coursees that the cadetbs

i

took, were these dictated

from headaquarters?
'r., Panta:r Some of them were and they were mainly given by
the recirmental staff officers who were kept ur in their summer

"

training with the new surmer vrogrammes. Otherz of our officers

mer schoel for instructors. Then they
would come back and teach those courses in the following
year. There are things that haven't changed all that much in
mmderstanding the armed forces organization and certain elerments
of military law or history....these things peonle cucht to be
awvare of, We were very fortunate on our campue that we had a
large number of pecple who were eager to give us help, Ve had
pefrle like Rarry Leach who was just an cutstanding fellow in

terms of military historv and gecpolitics which was his special

field. ¥Ye would come and spend navie 2 or 17 hours in the course
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of a winter training programme, giving lectures and holding symposia
and this sort of thinc.

¥r, Specht: Were thev unpaid?

b

Dr. Ranta: They certainly weren't paid for all the effort that
they put into it. They would get a small amount for an evenings
lectura but they cave alot more time than anybody would have
heen paving them for. There are some pacple who came just

by tradition, like Freddv Soward who came regulary and gave us

a lecture on Tnternational affairs....on where the world is
going today. He would give us this as a prelude to his annual

lacture to the Vancouver Institute

My, Spacht: 8o lots of the subject matter was determined by

who was on campus and able to speak.

Dr. FPanta: Well, the curricula was laid out as to what they
should cover. Tn the first vear, they got militarvy law which

was one of the areas that had to be covered plus military
nrganization. Militarv law would be taken by one of the officers,
each of us would contribute to that narticular side of it.
Militarv organization would be taken by the regimental staff
officer who had the responsibility of keepinc up in this area.
That ecurriculum was 1aid down. Then there was an area in which
geopolitics became part of the curriculum. Then vou had to go
and qget peovrle from outside. UWe were just wonderfully fortunate
+hat we had real authorities in this area that were willing to
give us time...and muh more time than we could pay for.

¥r. Specht: Durinc the annual Commanding Officer's meetings would

vou dizcuss integration? T must have been a major topic.
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I wonder if vou formed a resistance to it.

Dr. Ranta: ¥o, you see integration came pretty suddenly. It's

a2 perscnal view of mine that Ottawa wasn't interested in listening
to us. The regional Officer's meetings stoppred and there

was no mechanigm for a conjoint view of what should be done.

T know that we had pto pull tegether from cur own end here, what
svar afforts we could make to put an influence on Ottawa. That's
why we went to people like Cordon Shrum and Larry McKenzie and
Ohman s T knew him. He's a classmate of mine who
was Chancellor of the University of Toronto and was an adviser
tc the government in militaryv affairs., T got him exercised about
it., ¥e was a member of the C.0.7.C. in Toronto years ago.

T got in contact with all of the Western Commanding Cfficers

of the C.0.T.C. encouraged them to start putting pressure

on the govermment. But the government at that »oint was not
reallv listening. It had heen decided bv Hellver that there

was ocoing to be intecration and that's all there was going to
bhe....and it was decided by somebody in Ottawa that they were
going to disband the C,0.7.C.s.

My, Specht: When did you first get signs that the C.0.T.C. wa

g going to be dishanded?

Dr. Ranta: 2About a year before it cccured.

My, Specht: 1967,

S

Dr. Panta: VYes, 19€7. There had heen threats all the way along
for a long period of time. Mavbe we were fichting a losing hattle
al along. But in 1967 it became a recogniged fact that it

was going to end. It ended very cuickly. We weren't given a

wind down veriod or anything like that., %e were given a
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decision and that was it!

2,

Mr. Specht: Could you describe the efforts of some of the

individuals who tr’ :@ teo prevent this from coming about? You
mentioned Cordon Shrum as being involved.

Dr. RPanta: Well, we had an entree to the Prime Minister through

RS ——

Cordon Shrum., Tt was mainly a matter of writing letters. He
kept me informed as to the kinds of responses he was getting
to these letiters, Tarrv McKenzie at that time waz a Senator
and we knew that we had his sverathetic understanding and he
not only wrote letters but he alsc went to see people in

Ottawa. He was a verv good person in terms of getting direct

iason with people.

ot

Ly

Mr, Specht: How about people in the army itself who would !

heon in C.0.T.C.

vas, we had some people here locally who were very,

c.0

very strong supporters of the C.0.T.C

{”1’#

Ll - -

nd of Track T
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August 8, 1973.

Interview 247, Tape 3, Track 2.
Dr. Ranta: ..But I think the people right-everywhere- right within-
the Armed Forces at that time, had a very great deal of difficulty

in opposing what was a policy decision, now, on the part of the
headquarters. The difficulty that I think headquarters in..giving
the devils their due, you know...the difficulty that they had

was that they were running into an extremely tough position, from
the point of view of their finances. And, obviously, if they had
the view- and I know that this was true, in some cases- if they
had the view that they were not getting their money's worth, well,
there's no question about it. I would have been in there, doing
exactly the same thing, as an administrator of the Armed Forces
finances, if I felt that I wasn't getting returns for the money
that I had to account for. So they were... no matter how they felt,
personally, about the situation, they couldn't'teally be supportive
of the ideas.

Mr. Specht: How about... aside from that strictly financial,

material side, there still was the idealogical side, which you....

Dr. Ranta: Oh, sure! And this is what we advanced. Well, their

ideas, of course, and here, again, their argument was a logical
argument- that, well, if that is the case- if we're really

training citizens more than anything else, maybe the citizenship

P

branch, or somebody else ought to be paying for it, and not coming .

out of the hard-pressed defense budget. Now, when you start

stifting from one minister's pocket, to another one, well then

Lt

‘o2 =now that you're on a course that isn't going to be very
hizhly successful. And it just didn't work out that way. I -think
‘2 was a serious mistake, and I think that we may be unhappy
about it, in time. And this is why we made the arrangement with

the university that these possessions that were our possessions,

should go in to their custody for ten years. If a unit isn't
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established or re-established in ten years, well, then, it's
really never going to be established. If it is established, well-
at least I can start off with something that is a useable
commodity, as it were. You know, they'd have whatever it would
be- a hundred thousand dollars worth of possessions that they'd

be able to dommand at this point.

Mr. Specht: I wonder if the atmosphere on campus had anything

to do with the disbandment of the C.0.T.C.?

Dr. Ranta: I didn't sense that. There was really not.... and, a
sort of an unfortunate kind of attitude that had déveloped on the
campus. We were left alone- we weren't really attacked by any-
body..not as had occurred after the first world war.

Mr. Specht: Was there any incidence comparable to what was -going

on on American campuses, for example?

Dr. Ranta: No.

Mr. Specht: ..You know.. Didn't demonstrations to have the R.0.T.
C...‘

Dr. Ranta: No, there were no demonstrations of this sort, at all.

U.B.C. people are pretty sensible people, I think, and there was
not a difficult university atmosphere at all, with regard to any
kind of issue, and I think that this was largely because the

" university administrations kept the doors open, rather than
close them to people who wanted to express their views, and
there had not been any harassment on the part of our people, who

were on the campus in uniform, and this sort of thing. Not as,

=

snderstand; occurred following the first world war.

Mr. Specht: Yes. There seems to be about three major cycles-

2%ter the first world war, and then at the height of the
Depression, too, there was quite a strong anti-military
movement, and during the later sixties, although, as you point out,

you didn't..you wouldn't have felt it directly.
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Dr. Ranta: No. And I think that the Canadian peace-keeping role

that had already been established, had a strong influence on the
people on. the campuS'genefally- not only the studentsy”bﬁt"the“ -
professorial staff, as well. How auld one be arguing for the
United Nations, for example, and be arguing against a military
role for Canada, if Canada was going to be one of the important
peace-keeping elements?

Mr. Specht: Is this how you saw the purpose of the C.0.T.C., well,

in your time, but also in the fifties, or you could/p0851b1y g0
back to after the second world war, I guess....with the establish-
ment of the United Nations. Canada's Armed Forces being part of
sort of an international order, rqthér than a......national...

Dr. Ranta:Yes... This is one of the reasons why we brcﬁght in

people from outside, to talk to us about the world. Brought in

geo-political attitudes, and political attiudes, and international

attitudes,'and this was part of our program all the way along. That

we felt that Canada has an important role- and.it isn't just sort

of like a secondary role, but one of the leading roles in the world,

in the police-keeping forces, because 1 don't think any of us
believe that everybody is going to suddenly become angels....but

they're going to have to have a policeman at the corner somewhere-

even at the international corners. And where are these people going

to come from, except from the university population, and where are

they going to be useful, unless they are going to be useful in know-

{

o

Jq

more than just what an Armed Forces school will give them,

.‘4

[as

but will, in fact, have a broad education, and they should be
troadly educated. They should be broadly sympathetic toward
international affairs and international people, in order to
carry out this role.That important role that Canada has.

Mr. Specht: Do you think that the advent of nuclear warfare

-
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affected the Corp? There must have been some soul-searching

about what, exactly, do conventional arms accompliéh; héVihg“tHéN

nuclear weaponry as really the major.. -
Dr. Ranta: Yeah... well...

Mr., Specht: .....ultimate sort of power...

Dr. Ranta: I guess... sure, everybody reacted to the development

of the supreme weapon, really, and... early on, though, among

our people and among our lecturers- and these were the pcople

who understood the international scene- it became quite obvious
to us, that these were not, in fact the ultiﬁate‘weapons- these
were the weapons that were probably not going to be-used. They
were going to be like biological warfare, because there's so much
kick-back that comes with these sort of weapons, that the weaponry
is going to be conventional weaponry, and the struggles that are
going to take place, are going to be struggles that are going to
be local, and not holocaustic kind of situations, and if they

are going to be local, well then, you're going to have... they"
could be any place in the world, and you're going to have to have
understanding people, to have that kind of involvement, and you're
going to have to train them in the use of... each one of the

basic weapons of the foot-soldier, really. The atoﬁic bomb. and

the hydrogen bomb establishﬁghe power of the infantryman. That's
really what it did.

Mr. Specht: On a very local level...

Dr. kanta: On a very local level... And this is why you..

Mr. Specht: Even though you had a major power still behind the

scenes weapons. ..

Dr. Ranta: That's right... that's right... that's right...they're.all..

Mr. Specht:...when it comes to the...

Dr. Ranta:...The real battle really takes place between the foot-

slogger, really, no matter if you have tanks, or you have what not..
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it really ends up by being the fellow who is on the ground, who
has... who makes the decision, in many instances, not to use a
weapon at all. IR

Mr. Specht: Let's go to some of the peace-keeping activities of

the Canadian forces, and I wonder if the C.0.T.C. was involved..
you know, go to the Suez crisis. There were U.N. forces occupying
areas in the Near East..

Dr. Ranta: Yeah... There.....

Mr. Specht:

Dr. Ranta: Yeah, there were some of our people that were there. A
There are some of our people that were part of the Vietnam first
peace-keeping observer units. We had regimental staff officers .
that had been in Vietnam.... Brigadier Damby, who was here as
area commander, who came out on a number of occasions to talk to
us about Vietnam, when people didn't even know how to spell the
name.. because he had been on the observer force over there. And
this kind of vicarious information was coming through to our
people, and we had some people... some of our people who were
trained as officers, with us, who were in the Cyprus group,
because they had become officers of the Queen's Own Rifles,
stationed in Victoria, and in fact, one of our regimental staff
officers was an officer of the Queen's Own Rifles, and had spent
a period of time on the peace-keeping force in Cyprus.

Mr., Specht: Was any of your training directed towards peace-

keeping type of activity?

Dr. Ranta:0Oh, sure it was. Yeah. And this was the whole area of

Zzopolitics. 'Cause this is the Canadian role.

“ir, Specht: So.. well, what kind of training would you have,

other than, say, international affairs? Discussions...

Dr. Ranta: Oh, well this is basically what it was. A4 understanding
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the role that they would get in summer camp, in terms of support
to civilian government..you know, riot control and-this -sort of —
thing, which would be part of the...which is part of the training
of any officer, because he may become involved in support to
civilian authority. '

Mr. Specht: Would you say there was a definite change in the role -

from the cold war period into the sort of peace-keeping period,
which... say the mid-fifties might divide the two eras...

Dr. Ranta: Yes. There was certainly an attitudinal change, because

during the cold-war period, the  sort of basic military training
was given a great deal of emphasis. The training of the use of
arms, was the important emphasis, and I think after that, when
the peace-time role came in,....

Mr. Specht: After Korea.

Dr. Ranta: Yeah... after Korea...there was very definitely a-

changed role, because the Armed Forces actually changed their
role, too, because you'll recall that during the cold-war

period, the Armed Forces became responsible for a period of time,
for support of Civil Defense. And this was a role that the 7
Armed Forces were not really- the regularvArmed Forces were really
not very happy with. That here they were, being sort of like made
into first-aid workers or something like this, and they felt
unhappy about this. And this was when Canada was looking at, you
kriow, how do we evacuate Vancouver to save as much of the pop-
ulation as you can. A next to impossible task. Especially when
there was only bridge over the Fraser in those days. And-there
~as3, however, a change in attitude that came in sort of the late
fifties, in which- the role then became sort of subtly changed

to a peace-keeping role, in which the emphasis was being placed
on understanding of other people and other countries and places

that people might go, and we had some of our own people in the
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C.0.T.C., who regularly go to Europe, for example, during the
summer. They have their assignment in Furope. And... they were
attached to a regiment that had, really, what it-amounts-to, a- —
peace-keeeping role, in the European theatre. ‘

Mr. Specht: That was... Europe was still more cold-war. /%ﬁls twas: e

under the N.A.T.0. Organisation..

_ Dr. Ranta: Yeah, it was.. to that extent, but the Canadians

viewed their position as being a peace-keeping role in the

sense of, you know, occupying ground and waving a flag, and this
sort of thing. | |

Mr. Specht C.0.T.C. was in existence from 1928 to 68 That's

40 years?
Dr. Ranta: 40 years, yeah. And then of course, prior to that it

was in existence. It started off in 19 whatever it was.. 16, or
something like that....

Mr. Specht: 1914 to 1918 or 19....

Dr. Ranta: Yeah.. l4. Yes.

Mr. Specht: That was U.B.C.'s contingent. Other universities had

it continuously throughout the twenties.

Dr. Ranta: Yeah.

Mr. Specht: In this time.. well, in your time anyway, I guess.

since the second world war, I suppose you had a lot of quite
distinguished visitors?

Dr. xanta: Yes. We had a number of visitors over the years, and-.

211 of the Lieutenant Governcrs, we had as guests on more than
one occasion. I'd always felt that some of them took the view
that when they came to our functions that they wouldn't have to

zo to all of the regimental functions of all of the regiments in..
the province, and this way they could attend a tri-service affair,
and perhaps not attend the affairs of all of the other regiments,

which would keep them awfully busy. They were.. it was also atten-
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ding at the uﬁiversity which made it.. usually the Lieutenant
Governor is the official visitor , so that they might be able to
combine two events, in that way. We woqld.¢. wﬂe;.;£f£;§f§;;‘ o
graduation, parade... we would have a luncheon for the disting-
uished visitors in the faculty club,_including their ladies, and
this was always a very nice affair, and/%%eg have the parade and the
inspection, with tea for the graduates... all of the members of "
the unit...plus the... and their parents, and then that evening
we would have the amnual ball, and that was a pretty full day
that we put in on that particular day- both social and military,
and so on. But... we had a visit in 1960, from Field Marshall
Montgomery. Interestingly enough, his aide during that period
of... during his trip across Canada... was GordonFSpeedy, who was
the fellow that was in the Missassuaga Horse Guards with me,
years and years ago, and he was...he had continued on in his
military career right up.until that time, and I know that Gordon
Speedy said that he had never had quite the trip across Canada as
‘he did with Field Marshall Montgomery. He was a very great stickler
for the right thing that needed to be done at the right time, and
...the only thing that I can recall for sure about that’whole trip,
- was that Gordon Speedy went into hospital with an ulcer not long
after he had been out on the trip.(laughing)

Mr. Specht: Did Field Marshall Montgomery give an adress to the )
C.0.T.C.? |
Dr. Z.anta: Ah....he spoke to the C.0.T.C. at a parade. He also

attended in the mess, on the fifth of May, and spoke personally
ts a lot of the members of the unit at that.time. And.. we tried
to make an opportunity for as many of the members of the unit-
which wasn't all that big at that time- to have an'opportunity
of talking with him, because he was a pretty distinguished

fellow, you know, with an interesting kind of reputation as a
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soldier.

Mr. Specht: He had a high regard for the Canadian army.

Dr. Ranta: Yes he did, and he had a high regard for young people,

which was quite obvious. He seemed to be more relaxed. At least,
this was my observation of him~ that he seemed to be more relaxed, -
and less a Field Marshall, with the.... talking on a one to one
basis with the officer cadets. And, he was tighter up, really,
with talking with the president of the university hefe, or with the
people that he had to put on the '"Montgomery appearance”, you see.
He was....I think a number of our fellows had quite a different
view of him as a person after having spent threé or four minutes
talking with him. ‘He was interested, he listened, and he seemed.
to remember what he was listéning to, you know, that he would ask
a question about something that they had maybe spoken about five
minutes earlier, you see. That he wasn't just standing there and
being talked to, but he was actually taking it in.

Mr. Specht: Do you remember some other visitors? You must have

had Lieutenant Governor George Pearkes...

Dr. Ranta: Yes, oh yes....we had him as a visitor on a number of

occasions. And he really- there is no question about it?/ﬁgagﬁjozed 
coming tb our mess and coming to the parades, and..he was just so
obvicusly enjoying himself that.. I don't know of a single occasion,
zs a matter of fact, that he turmned down an invitation that we had .
sent to him., Not just to the annual parade or anything like that,
but to our mess dinners and this sort of thing, if he possibly
could make it, he would be there, and as I recall, he didn’t turn
us down on any occasion. But.. Mr. Wallace, I know, was there as

a visitor and he was largely responsible for ship-building industry
in British Columbia here, and obviously the Navy people- they were
his special pride. He had a great view of the Navy people. Eric

Hamber, when he was the Lieutenant Governor, and subsequently

PR
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when he was Chancellor of the University, he was a,Visitor with us,
and I knew Mr. Hamber very well, because we had done a lot of work"
together about the medical school, and he again,-was-a-real-believer
in the young people of British Columbia, and displayed this in his
talks to the regiment at the time of our amnual parades and this sort of
business.

Mr. Specht: You had annual dinners with officers of the contingent,

ex-officers, and officers in the regular army.. in the local district,

and from Ottawa.

Dr. Ranta: Well, we used to put on an annual dinner, and this was a
small dinner that we gave in the social suite of the faculty club.
And prior to their annual inspection- not the parade.... the annual
parade at the end of the year, which was different from the ann. ..
this is the annual inspection of the units. And we would have a
dinner for the inspecting officer, who could be.an individual from
Ottawa, or the inspecting officer from the district, or both. And
we'd have the senior officers of the unit, and then we'd have the
ex-commanding officers of the unit... anybody that we..'aﬁy ex-
'commanding officer that was available. And, as you see in one of
the pictures, there are often.. there are quite... there are a

fair number of them, as a matter of fact, and.. the 1963 group

that they had together, I think has all of the commanding officers, .
8’T6%° starte
s :

-

with one exception, ever since the C.0.T.C. started,/%gdlgl

19i4, I guess. And the one that is missing is President Westbrooke,

¥,

F5 was the first commanding officer. And that's pretty unusual ou
g P y s Y

know- over fifty years, and everyone o the commanding officers

h

were not only there, but present. And the most unusual one was

“zjor General Letson, who had come from Ottawa specifically to
attend that meeting of the ex-commanding officers of C.0.T.C., which
is really a great thing.

Mr. Specht: What was the purpose of these dimners?
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Dr. Ranta: The purpose- well, I guess it was just to homour the

visiting dignitaries....

Mr. Specht: Mostly social...

Dr. Ranta: It was a social thing. It also sort of provided us with

an opportunity- that is, the senior officers- with an opportunity
of talking sort of semi-business, socially, with the senior officer
that we were responsible to.I don't think that the purpose of the
dinner, when it started, was to sort of soften up the commanding..
the inspecting..officer, although, I must say that we got some
very good reports from them. However, each of the units did ex-
tremely well in their own particular element. I know... and
perhaps the Navy did the best of all, because out of the last
eight years, they had won the award for the best naval unit in
Canada for five of thcse eight years. Now that's pretty good. We
often had citations for our parade and so did the.... and for our

unit, the same way as the Air-Force did. We had a lot of awards

that our individual officer cadets got from their training schools . -

that they went to in the summertime. We expected them to bring
this sort of honour back from Kingston or something like that. If
they didn't, we would feel sort of put-out about it.

(End of Track 2) |



