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Specht: Dr. Morrison, could you tell me what year you were born?

Dr.

forrison: I was born in 1017,

Er,

Spvecht: Yhere was that?

Dr.

Yorrizson:y It was Barvas, saskatchewan.

Sl

Spechts Is that close to some larger town?

Dr.

lforrisoms Yes, Its about 17 or 1€ miles straight east of

Yorkton, Saskatchewan.

Fr. Specht: What was your father's occupation?

Dr, Horrison: Hy father homesteaded, or my grandfather home-

steaded in that area, in 1889 and my father after the Boer War,

he served in the Boer War, took a2 homestead adjacent to his

father's at that point., That'd be about 1899, 1902, somewhere

in there.

¥r, Spnecht: Where was yvour zrandfather from?

Dr, Morrison: Originally he was from Lewis, Scotland, 1 beg

your pardon, my paternal grandfather was from Harris, my maternal

grandfather was from Lewis, 3cotland.

lr, Specht: Where did you attend school?

Dr. Uorrisont I took my first ten grades in the Glasgow school

District. Which was a small one room country school., A nmile

away from where 1 was originally born.

Mr. Specht: After school, when you graduated from high school,

what d4id you do?
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Dr. Horrison: Well I said I did my first ten grades, the ninth

and tenth I did by correspondence and then from there I went to
Regina to complete my eleven and twelve at Scott Collegiate Insti-
tute in Regina.and I took another year at Luther College, a first
year arts. Then I started my apprenticeship as a rFharmacist, in
Reging, sSaskatchewan and then laterally in Belcara, Saskatchewan.

Mir., Spechts I see. where were you an apprentice? Which town?
Dr. Morrison: well I started my apprenticeship in Regina, Sask-

atchewan, with, what was then, Champlain Drugs and I served
approximately a year with Chemplain Drugs. Then I went with
¥r. Salter, who had a pharmacy in Regina and a pharmacy in
Abernathy, Saskatchewan and one in Belcara, Saskatchewan, I
sort of alternated between the three for the next three years.
I served four years apprenticeship befors I went to the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan., That was not because 1 had to, that
was because of the choice of finances at that point in time.
lr, 3pecht: I see., Was this University of Saskatchewan in

Saskatoon?

Dr, lorrisonst That's correct.

lir, Spechts was this to get your degree in Fharmacy?

Dr, Morrisom: Well, at that point in time, they had what was

known as a diploma or certificate, This was the minimum two
year course following two years apprenticeship. If you had two y
years of apprenticeship then you could start the two year cert-
ificate course and then you had a year of apprenticeship

after graduation., In my case I took four years of appren-

ticeship before I went up, as I said a moment ago, because of
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financial limitations. I started my certificate or diploma
course in 1940,

¥r, Specht:s I see., Was there a C.0.T7.C. unit at the campus,

Or, Horrisons Yes, at that time malez attending university had

to take some military training. It was Just a year after the
war started and I was enrolled in the C.C.7.C. at the University
of Saskatchewan as an officer cadet.

Vr., Spechts Do you think you would have enrolled in the C.C0.T.C.
if it wasn't compulsory?

Pr, Horrison: Yes I think I would have, Lookinz back on it, I

don't think there's any doubt that I would have been in the
CeCeToC. or some such zimilar organisation,

Hr., Specht:s Why do you gay that?

Dr, ¥orrison: Well, I say this, I suppcse maybe ones has to look

at the periecd, with the war being on., I had, prior to
saskatchewan, going to the university, really made up my nind
that 1'4 either, if I went to university I would join C.0.7.C.
and get some military training or slse I wouldn't go to uni-
versity and would zo into one of the gervicesz directly, then

do my university after. I finally decided on the latter. That
I'd gzo for at least one year and start my aﬁivargéty progranm,
Having decided on this then, of course, C.0.7.C. was an obvious,

choice after I got there from a military point of view.

Do you remember somethinz of the unit at the
University of Saskatchewan; facilities Tor example?

Dr, Yorrison:s Well I remember in +this respect: we were using
equipnment of the first world war vintage in essence %o irain
with. The personnel ingtructors, many of them were ex=-zervice=

men from the First vWorld war, Others, of course, who instructed
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us, were people who were in the reserve force between the period
of the first and second world wars. The lectures and most of the
equpment, as I said, we had at that time were ancient vintage if
you want to look at it.

¥r., Specht: Did you have an armoury or a drill hall?

Dr. lorrisons No, not as such. ¥#e used the outdoors, of course,
when it was mild enough to do this, but we used the, oh, what
you'd call a large field house, at that time for drill purposes,
and for training purposes,

kr. Specht: How long were you in the C.0.T.C.7

Dr. Norrison: I spent two years - 1940 to 1942, while I was
attending the university. In 1942, I received my diploma in
pharmacy, which at that point in time, licensed me to practice
pharmacy in Saskatchewan. In May of *42, I then had the oppor-
tunity to go to officer's training school. 35o I joined the
forces, the army, specifically the infantry, and came out to
Gordonhead, British Columbia here, and completed my officer's
training for the Second Lieutenant rank.

¥r. Specht: How did the training in C.0.T.C. differ from
Gordonhead?

r, lorrison: Of course, C.0.7.C. was one night a week and
rather basic elementary training where Gordonhead was a con-
centrated three month program. We started in liay and finished
at the end of August., It was a full, every day was regular
military program. Aind we had course instructors there, some of
them had returned from overseas. By this time it was *'42 when
we had instructors who had had some battle experience along with,

of course, the dedicated instructors that we had. Essentially
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again, many of them were first world war veterans who had comnme
back intoc the service.

Mr. Spechit: Do any stand out in your mind? Could you name one?

Dr. MYorrison: The (0., the chief instructor, iajor Faullner,

is always one who stands out in my mind as a young man who, I
think was 2 very striking individual and I suppose for that
reagson impressed me at that point in time. There were several,
no, not from Gordonhead, I guess he stood out more than anvbvody
else. Ye had a V¥r, MclLeod, who was our platoon commander, I

always remember. He was an elderly, 2t that point in time, I

thought he was an elderly gentleman., [He was & very congcientious

«e..he hardly struck me as being the type of infantry officer. I

5,

always remember Mr, Hcleod, I have & great deal of respect for

hinm.

Vr, Specht: vas he from U.B.C. C.0.T. 07

g

Dr. Morrison: NHo. He, my memory slips me now, he was a Rocky
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Yountain Ranger I believe, whi
that time.

¥r. Specht: What did you do after Cordonhead?

Dr. Uorrison: vell, following Gordonhead, I had ny second

Lieutenancy and of course, you had to go te qualify for Lisutenant

and we went from there then to Camp 3hile, Manltoba, where, after

I think it was approximately six weeks training, we were then

qualified a Lisutenant in the Canadian Army. It was there we

specialized in our specialty erms. You see 5hilo was an infantry

or artillary training school. I was in the infantry so I was in
the infantry division of this school.

¥r. Svechitr Specializing in small zarms?

Dr, lorrison: In small arms basically, yes.

5e
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at Cordonhead and we had become very close friends, 1 was
anxious to go back to the unit, to their unit, because they
were going back to their unit. Fortunately this did transpire

about August of '43 when I was posited to this regiment.

lir. Specht: To digress a bit, do you remember what they said

3

Dr. Morrison: HNot really, at this peint in tinme.

¥r, Specht: After you were with the holding unit in Ingland,

then what happened?

e

Dr. Horrison: VWell 1 was posted, az I said, to the South

Saskatchewan Regiment which at that time was stationed in
#orthing, and I spent the winter with them as a platoon commander.
I commanded Humber Sixteen Platoon and Dog Company. I was with
them then when we moved out in May into canvas. Obviously in

what everybody expected would be D-Day. 1 left

ust prier to D-Day.

Well I was posted to army headguarters as Adj. to

o

the Canadian Army Commander, General H. D, G. Crerar.

d you get this position?

At

i
Dr, Morrison: That's probably a difficult one to answer, because
I'm not quite sure. Uy C.0, did tell me that he had been requested
to come down from the upper echelonz to nominate one or two
preople from his regiment who had had some university training. I

happened to £it the bill as one of them and the other person in
u

just couldn'®t spare, ie ha

back from Intelligence Officer Training. There were a couple of
us that he had in mind. 50 my name went forward. He was talkin

1iz was Colonel Freddie Clift, talking to him
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after the war, he was then Brigadier and this was the way he
explained it to me, because I asked him the same guestion, ‘¥Why
me?*' and thisz was his comment., 3o then I went from then, I guess,
early Hay, 1 went {to Army Headguarters at Leatherhead, outside of
London, 1 zpent the rezt of the war with General Crerar as his
aide,

lr, Svecht: As his aide, vhat were your duties with him,

Dr. Horrisont Well my first main duty was I took the tactical

headguarters over on U + 10 I guess it was., 1t was a small
headguarters the Ceneral had, which included an operational
set-up and his armoured protection. He alszo had z personal
assistant who was my immediate superior, Colonel Ware. 1 took the
tactical headguarters over and got them set up and just ocut of
fmblet, France then the General came over, 1I've forgotten, a day
or two later te¢ the headquarters. That was really my first.

Then for the next, coh, the better part of two months, I zuess, the
general had no troops tc command since the Canadian Army as such
wasn't constituted until later on in August, about 2 + 30 or

- Lo, I can't remember exactly. 350 I acted sort of ag an aide when
he was out visiting various units or visitinz the front lines.

For the next Wwo or three nmonths basically, I was what you mizht
call his aide,

dr, Spechts You must have had some concern with the Canadian

forces that were on the beach-head, 3ome involvement,

Dr. Morrison: HNot directly, the zsneral used to visit them. This

was the Third Canadisn Infantry Division and their supporting troops.

He wag anxicus to vialt them, but they weren't under his command.
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They were under the British command and we did, these are the
troops that we did go to visit, is spite of the fact that he
didn't command them, VWe visited them resgularly, different units
weather permitting, and of course, the operations permitting., Ve
used 4o do this fairly regularly.

lir, Specht: How would you describe the heachhesd?

Dr, lorrison: Well as I recall it, it was pretty narrow. I think

even on D + 10, some of it wasn't much more that =ix miles deep.
It was not uncommon to hear the battle going on, the firine
goinz on, particularly a2t night. It was very crowded, I suppose
is one word you could use. It had a petrol dump on one spot, the
ammunition dump across the road. The stock-piling in this area
was really very crowded because of the limited beachhead we had

is

Ui

at that time and then the weather turned against us. Thi

what really stymied the thing for about two weeks.
you?
Mr, Specht: How did it symie/ In what way?

Dr, Forrisons Well the delivery, the "Hulberrv"® as it was called,

they built the pre-fabricated harbour, the wezther was such that

it beceme very difficult to unload the material,...seas were too
rouzh and it cut down the rapid build-up of the material from

what was anticipated.

Ur, Specht: Vas there an atmosphere of apprehension?

Dr, Morrison: Well at my level probably we didn't get that, but
certainly there was much concern, yes. bBecause of this, the
inability of getting more troops in as quickly as they had anti-
cipations of and the equipment, the supporting equipment to expand
the beachhead particularly when they went into very stiff opposition

north of Caen where they had the 3.3. Troops and it took a
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fair build-up before they could push through there and of course,
in the interval where we were building up, there was obviocusly
apprehension, If they'd had 2 major attack from the Geormans there,

we were pretty thin on, as far as depth was concerned, but I wasn't

strategist enough to probably realize that at that point in time,
Could you see the situation which was shaping up

around what they call the batile of Falaise?

Dr, Vorrisont Ch yes. If you were working on the maps which I
was doing, you could see what was being carried out. I mean the
design of the operation, the strategy involved. Once the build-up
was large enough so that they could get the forces in, you could
see pretty much the encircling movement that was taling place.

As the days went by it became pretty cohvious that the break-
through was just a matter of time. That would be in late August,
September of 44,

Er, Spechi: After the breaking out you were with the Canadian
Forces advancing through France and Rheims?

Dr, Horrisons Well, I was essentially with tactical headguarters,

-

the Ceneral®s tactical headguarters and we followed then up and

ke

the army headguarters, per se, are a pretty huge operation szo the
General always went ahead with his smsll tactical headguarters
and set up communications. #e followed them all the way up the
coast line through until D - Day as a small tactical headquariers.
e sort of leap~frogged as they moved up along the coast, up

orior to that we followsd the sea coast
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lir, Spechts Vhere were you when the armistice, the cease-~fire
took place?

Dr, lorrison: Vell we were in headquariters just outside of Apeldorn,
L zuess that's what the little town was, in the Nimijgan area in
Holland on May 8th, when the cease-fire took place. You see

that was in the same general area where the airborne divicion
dropped and encircled in the previous year,

From your headquarters were you fellowing that par-

ticular incident?

Dr, Horrisons Ve walched them go over, the planes go over, of
course I had...my particular position you see, I knew what was
goingz on. The general would get the information, his instructions
from Field Marshall Hontgomery, and then he would come back with
them and one of my first Jjobs was to take these and map them in 2
broad sense, that you could see on the map what the over-all army,
the two armies at that time, we had the British Army and the
Canadian Army, and there was an American Army...so that I was in
the...as I look back now, I was in a preferred position, I didn‘'t
appreciate it at that time of having this kind of knowledge first
hand and could anticipate what would be the operation battle plan.
They cidn't always work out to plan, but it was an interesting
post, position, and a poszition of great trust as I look back on

it now, in a sense, from the point of view of secrecy and so Forth.

ire Specht: What critical decisions would you say that you wit-
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Dr. Horrison: Oh, I wasn't present a2t them, but I think the kingd

of decisions when lontgomery wanted to take off and move full
gtean ahead in the late fall of '45 and there was & great debate
that went on on very high levels at that point. Hontgomerv and

o oy @

Elsenhower were the tOD....levels in this area, That debate is

&

till zoing on I think in various areas as to whether thev should
or shouldn't have held back when Monty wanted to push right

through. The other one I guess, is the time of the Batile of +the

e,
Py
g;
i

Ealgﬁ around New Years of '45, they had to do some quick s
of treoops in a hurry when the Germans made their push down around
the Black Forest area. This was az rather exciting time as I look
back on it, the decisions that had to be made. But again, at the

9-; =

top level, they would filter down to those of us in lessger
positions,

Wpr, sSpecni: Do you remember a fear of being cut off?

br, korrison: Uot really. I don't ever feel I ever thought of
it, of the possibility happening. FPerhaps I didn't have enough
of the picture so I didn't really appreciate it,

Kr, Spechi: How do you think the Canadian Army conducted itself
in the actual war experience which you witnessed?

Dr, HMorrisgns I would say very exemplary, both in their fighting

and in their general behaviour, From where I sat, I was sitting

@

fombs

el

air distance behind where the actual figzhting took place, I

was up several times in the general forward areas but certainly
on the whole I think they acquitted themselves very well in the

overall fight.
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lir, sSpecht: Wwhat did you do after the war?
Dr, dorrisons Well I came back and stayed with General Crerar
until he retired. We came back on August 7, 1945 and the rrime

o

¥inister, then, William Lyon MacKenzie King, decided that the

Py

General should probably do a tour of Canada as the General o

oy

the Canadian Army just returned and so I was fortunate to make
that trip with him. We went from Charlottetown, P.Z.I. %o
Victoria, B. C. and back again, visiting essentially military
units, basically army, and military hospitals.

£

lr, Specht: What was the purpose of these visits?

Basically, I think it was a public relations if
you like. Zxposure to the people of the Canadian Army Commander
who had just returned from the battle field, He did a fair
amount of speaking as he went across...clubs, It was primarily
designed to, particularly to gotto the army units so thatl he
would have a chance to talk to the people there.

¥r. Specht: I read in one of the reports, that he did visit

.T.C. at U.B.C.

N ~
the O,

eh

Dr, HMorrisons That's correct. He visited U.B.C. I guess i

would be either late January of *46 or early February of '46.

¥r. Specht: Do you remember that meeting?
Dr. Sorrison: I remember the meeting yes. 1 remember we were

tures taken that morning, at home. I don't remember, I wasn't
in on the discussions that toock place, but I was at the... 1 was

present at the meeting at ah...that time.
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Dr. Morrison: I took my discharge in June of '46., After I left

General Crerar, I had pretty well decided that I was going to
stay in the army, make the army my career and trying to look at
the future, I had decided that perhaps air-borne was the thing
4o do., I applied to the paratroop training cenitre at Shilo while
I was posted there as their Adjutant in April of *46., I stayed
there until June. I guess the real reason that made me change
my mind was I couldn't get very much information out of Ottawa
at that point in time as to just what was the future for people
like myself who had not been regular soldiers prior to the war
and what was the likelihood of being kept in. At the same time

I had given a lot of thought about the possibility of returning
to the university with the benefits that had accrued for those
service people who wanted to go back. I think it was a combination
of bothe the wish to go back to university and I couldn't get the
kind of satisfaction from headquarters about what was the future
of somebody like myself., I ultimately decided in June., I went
to my commanding officer then, I was acting Adjutant at the para-
training centre and Colonel Stone was the commanding officer, and
he simply suggested that I phone Ottawa and find out, which I did.
I got nezative answers so I asked for my discharge., 1 took my
discharge.

End of Track 1
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Hr, 3Specht: Which university did you continue in?
Dr. Horrison: Well I went back, after I took my discharge in

June, I went to work as a pharmacist. As you will recall as I
said earlier I had my certificate or diploma which would give me
a2 license, I was a licensed pharmacist in Saskatchewan at that
point in time. This was one of the reasons I thought I'd make
the army my career., I could stay in *til I was about 50 or 52
then I could retire and go practice pharmacy, however, I changed
my mind and...but I did work in Regina for Nr. Frank Edwards for
just the months of June, July and August and then I returned to
the University of Saskatchewan in September of '46 and started
on then completing my degree. Because of the fact that I'd had
some arts in '35, '36, I was able to complete the degree in one
year plus a couple of summer sessions, well they had a pre-
summer session and then a summer session in Saskatchewan at that
time...I graduated in May with a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy
in 1947. I was offered...one of the things that made me want to
2o back to university was the Dean of the University of Sask~-
atchewan in Pharmacy at that time was Dean Woods, was also there
when I was, in '40 to '42 and he had written me that if I went
back and got my degree, because at that time he had decided to
accept the appointment out here to establish a new College of
Fharmacy, and he offered me a position. I went back and got my
degree. ¥We worked out the details during the time I was getting
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rny degree and so I came out here in August of '47 after completing

summer school in Saskatchewan and I've been here ever since.
Spechts When did you become involved in C.0.7T.C.7

I didn*t get involved in the C.0.T.C, here until

1951, In the fall of *51 I joined the C.0.7.C. as a contingent
officer,

cht: How did you become involved?

Well, I...they were looking for personnel or

officers, contingent officers as they were called at that time
and I approached the then commanding officer, Colonel Gonner,
Colonel Robert Bonner, and I was accepted as a contingent officer.
I was approached to sees whether I would be interested really and
after I gave it some thought I decided I might as well get back
into it., I went in as a Captain, which was my rank when 1 was
discharged, as a contingent officer and stayed with the unit
until *63 or something like that. Whenever I retired. I've
forgotten the date.

pecht: While a contingent officer, before you became the
Commending Officer, what were your major duties? |
Dr, lorrison: Well, we at that time of course were parading

125 40 150 cadets on a three phase basis; first, second and then
z third vear training basis and the unit, the C.0.7.C. unit was
broken down then into three phases and I was given sort of
commanding, I think I started off with Phase One and moved up

to Phase Two and then Phase Three. We had junior officers with
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us. It would be my responsibility to look after the particular
phase that I was given command of. I did some lecturing in the
military area as well as having outside lecturers. I also did
some drill training or was present at the time the drill training
was being given by an instructor. This is basically what we did.
We paraded one night a week for three hours and we had a regular
syllabus laid down for us by the directorate in Ottawa and we
followed this syllabus.

cents What area did you lecture in?

Dr, Morrison: I lectured in Man Hanagement as it applied to the
military. I lectured in the area of verbal orders or battle
orders, or battle procedures, army organization. It depended on
what happened to be on the syllabus. We crossed over as you went
from one phase you would use a different training syllabus so you
might lecture in that area this year, you might lecture in some-
thing else next year if you had a different phase of the training.
Then, of course, we had a large number of outside speakers which
we always brought in.

echt: Would you recall scme?

Yes, DUr. Soward, Fred Soward, used to be a regu-~
lar speaker for us. Since he retired from university he had an
annual one or two lectures., Dr. John Norris lectured with us
for several yvears in the area of military history. Now and then
Dr. Barry Leach lectured, again in the area of military history.
Oh there were, I guess, any number of others that we used to

bring in. Dr. Lewis Robinson, in Geography, used to come in and
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lecture on military geography. We uszed to usze university per-
sennel fairly heavily, but especially in a particular area.
Those are some of the ones I can recall right off the top of my
head,

Fr, Spechi: Coing back to when you Tirst joined, do yvou remember

having an impression of the unit in 19517

Dr, Forriscn: I think my orizinal impression of the unit, be-

cause C.0.T.C. when we first started in *42 was & bit of 8...
you know, a helter-skelter arrangement, the unit here, as I recall,
was very well organized and the syllabus and everything was well
laid on and this rather impressed me, the way the whole thing
had been set up, because sometimes we would get stories, this
was sort of a play, an evening of fun and games, but the unit
took their training very seriously. This impressed me from the
outset, Colenel Bonner and subseguently, Colonel YcLean, thege
People were good disciplinarians and good, well trained in the

military aspect, 1 suppose for this rezson
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Yr. Specht: How would you say your own sexpsrience fitted in

Dr, Morriszon: Well what I liked from the C.0.T.C, and what 7

missed very much when I got out was this, at the university level
gave me another out of my own immediate field 20 that I had con-
tact with students from all walks of the university, because we
drew students from all the faculties, from the student contact,

it gave me this kind of contact which I appreciated. It also
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gave me an opportunity to meet these various speakers. I prob-
ably wouldn't have had this same opportunity in a small faculty.
So it had these kind of rewards from my own personal point of
view, which I enjoved and I missed after the thinz folded un.
Yr. Specht: How would you characterize the students who joined
the C.0.7.C., who were selected really?

Dr. Yorrison: Its difficult, what do vou mean by characterizi

i

What kind of people were they? What do you think

were their ambitions, interests?

Dr. Yorrison: I think basically, they were for the most part

pretty serious young men who were looking for some training in
zn management and I think this iz the unfortunate connotation

that C.0.7.C., or the service units on the campus developed, %hat

ng specifically for war, 1 dispute this or refut

this because this wasn't basically our intent, it was partly

our intent to train these vounz §%o§2e, but I can think of =&

number of them who have gone out now and have %taken their place

in the community. On the whole I found them a very conscientious

young group. It was interesting, like you always watch voung
pecple and see how they do mature. They would come in very
immature and they would spend a summer away in military camp and
then watch them over the years. On the whole they were young
people that I think, were interested in what they were doing.
They were interested in getting some training and many of them
went back to the reserve when they finished with us or slse went

on to the regular army. In essence we were training these psople

and they went back out into the community and into the reserve
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area.

Mr, Specht: Let's go back again, what did you think of the
armoury?

Dr. lorrison: Here?

Yes,

I thought we were fortunate %o have guch fine

ey

facilities for training purposes, The university was a very,

%,

well...whoever, well I inow who waz instrumesntal in setting it up
and it was very far-sighted., It was the envy of nmost of the
uniiversities across Canada that we had our own facilities for
training. Ye had ocur own facilities for lecturss, for drill,
for mess, and zg & consequence, I think this had a great desal to

5

each of the services., There was a hone

e

Dr, lorrigsont NHeo, not really, as C,C. when I took over as Com-

manding Officer, I wvisited a number of them each summer, but I

didn't participate, I1I'd zo back and visit the cadets and visit
with the C.0. to see i1f theres were any problems or any areas of
conceaern, but I never went back as an active.

%

Ure Spechis How do you view the summer campsz, for what they

iy

sffered as compared to the term parades?

Dr. Horrison: Of course, the summer camps were designed %o
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train yvou specifically in you major area of interest, if you
were & aignal man you went to the siznal corps tralining centre.

There then they concentrated on what was basic to your specialty.

were full time, they were run 2z 2 regular

They were tauzht by regular army personnel. On the whole, the
first while the cadets found it a bit rigorous. They would gzet
some of these hard-nosed military instructors and the training.
Un the whole mogt of the kids would come back and after they had
dort of got over the first week or two they enjoyed it, I think,
on the whole.

Yould it be pozsible to perceive the differsnce in

the cadets who had been to summer camp and refurned the following

Dr, Morrizon: 0Oh ves. You could see quite a change., You bring
& . 3 & & o & . %
I say, in the first phase of training, which some of

o v s E - & § « y .
them wouldn't get started with us until after January, because

thelir boards wouldn't have made thelir selection and then

you see them come back the next fall afier a summer at camp and
they're twe different people.

How would you compare C.0.7.C. with the...thes purposes

of C.0.T.C., during the war vears and later on?

ne  Well, of coursze, I suppose durinz

Lt
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you were obviously training for war. I don't think there's any
question about that, whether it was war or training for smer-

gency in the event of war at home or so forth. After the war, and
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certainly as we got farther away from the end of the war, the
whole emphasis on training at the reserve level changed and it
became more oriented to training for community emergencies,
disasters and that's why I say the training, the type of military
that they were getting was probably more concerned with

of training, man management, how to handle an emergency

in case of a disaster. As you know the reserves in
some cases did a fair amount of civil defense training laterally,
I think from that point of view the emphasis on training changed,
but it was about that time that the C.0.7.C. folded up ag well,

=

Do you remember anything specific, examples of how

ybe a particular practice dropped and

-

o - 1 ’ 3 e £ . % g g e o A
LG HENG. =0 you were trainsd more slong this line as oopoaesc
B = 2

e g e e sspngm 2 £ pn o % e . e % L meird o o
to say, tra Ior now Lo operate a 105mm Howitzer
IR PP . e s - F — Srren  mepe e 3 o b
iike this. 5o that there was some of the syllabus was left out

%

pe of emergency training in.

spechtr Was this changing orientation reflected in the

iectures?

fes, because the syllabus then, here again we

used to bring cutside lecturers in who had more background in
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this area., The syllabus again from the directorate, as time
went on, this was the latter part of the '50's I guess, early

*60%*s, that this emphasis shifted to the emergency training

Yr, opecht: How about in terms of world outlooi?

-

Dr, VorrisonY I don't recall any.

Er., Specht: Would you for exaxple have less of a Cold War

B mey

emphasis and turn more to peace keeping or the U.H.?

might be sort of as a peace keeping role which I think, is pretty

well what we have today essentially., This was I think, emphasized

- Y I = %A e T pass e & o e wnesy SR ” E
a5 Iar as the Cold War. Of course, this was really where the

iing cawe in. You were looking at the Atomic bomb.

s ~
This was resalls

on at that point in time, znd we've cons throuzh ¢
fonc e

y what brought this whole business of civil defence
g

mphasis on the civil defence aspect was emphasized bhecaus

@D

of the Cold War situation. At least in my opinion that was one
of the reasons why we went to this type of training, Hot just
C.0.7T.C., but so did the reserves generally.

Vr, Specht: How did you become Commanding Officer?

Dr. Morrisons Well, they appoint 2 committee of course, to make
the selections and I don't know how T was gelected., I suppose
it was my military background., I don't even know who was on the
selection committee, I imegine there were recommendations put

forvward by my predecessor and then the comnittes reviews the
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the latter part of my term, and was the gearing down, the closing
out, the phasing out, I suppose would be a better tern, of ths
CeU.T.Cs It started about the time I took over. They were
cutting back on the numbers of new recrulits thev would bring in
to the point where the over-all establishment was dwindling to

the point where, again if you don'ti have a good viable organi-
zation, it doesn't help to recruit people. I think the main issue
while I was in there was this whole issue of the gradual phasing

out of the services on the campus as such. One which I rezret to

see happen.

This squeezing of guotas started as early as

Colonel HcLean's time?

Dr, lorrison: Ch yes. It started before my taking over from
Colonel kclean. He was very instrumental in carrying the fight
azainst this over the years.

Iir, Spechts How would you wage the fight?

Jr, borrisons Well basically it was carried on by the commanding,
the then commanding officers through the headquarters, the local
army headguarters, you know you go through the regular channels
back to Ottawa, the linister of Hational Defence, then it was
General Fearkes, at tThe beginning, then laterally, Paul Hellyer.
it was lr, Hellyer who finally put the finishing touches to it.
Whether you can blame him for it per se, but cerdainly he was
minister at the time when they finelly withdrew the units from

the campus,

Yr, spechits When you were commanding officer the Conservatives
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were in power in Ottawa. ¥Was there any difference between them

end the Liberals?

Dr, Morrison: Ho., I think the trend had started, The movenent

or whatever, or whoever was instrumental in phasing this back

£

hesi

.

21lly from the point of view of economics, the cost, and I

[

think when Ur, Hellyer, I suppose after General Pearkes, came
lr, Hellyer and it really started under the Congervatives., Iir,
Hellyer's policies are well known about his amalgamation and the
whole bit.

Ur. Spechis VWasn't General Pearkes favorable towards the military

o & H [ L]
200 UL

H

® L W

Tes, he would have been., The difficult thing for

somebody like myself to understand, I guess vhen you're a poli-
tician you have other problems as well that you have to welizgh .
@grﬁ&iﬁig I would think that General Fearkes, with his backzround
would have been very favorable to the C.0.7.C., but I think it

wag lir. Hellyer who was really the one whe finally finished it
oif,

Yr, Spechtr Do you have, I think you mentioned when I was talking
to you earlier, that you had a meeting with Paul Hellyer?

Dr, leorrison: Well I did,..yes. lr., Hellyer was out here and

with the commanding officers. After 1 took over we still,
becauzse of the fact it was started under my predecessor, we asksd
him to stay on sort of as our spokesman, because he had the whole

L]

background and Colonel lcLean and the other two commanding officers

of the Alr Force and the Navy met with Mr. Hellyer. Yes we had

ol
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Yr. Hellyer to the mess for lunch. I remember very well, I sat

bezide him, I can remember NMr, Hellyer sayinz to me “Colonel

¥

Yorrison, we're not in the educational field.” becauss I
trying to sell him on some of the things we were doing., I =till
remember to this day his statement, “The federal government is

not in the educational field.® Just what he meant by this I

never could quite get clear from hinm.

Vr. Spechis Yes, that's a hard one,

2r, torrison: Well I think what it is behind it is T was tryin

je

it

to peint out you sse, the C.0.7.C. or the services gave a kind of

training for the young people that they couldn't get otherwisze.

5
s

training that would go on into the community in the years
ahead, I think this is basically why he made his remark that
the federal government was not in the educational field. He
egsumed, I presume that he felt it was an educational matier,
br. Spechts But defence was something that igrﬁa%ianai in
scope.,

Jr. bMorrisont That's right it should be.

HUr, Specht: Do you remember others who were involved in resis-
ting the disbandment of the C.0.7.C.7

Cr. Horrison: Well, of course, we had our then president, Colonel

=a .

Faclenzie or President MacKenzie., I don't think he got directly
invelved but certainly he was a very sctive supporter of the
services on the campus. Colonel, the late Coleonel Logan, of

course, was the originator of re-activating the C.C0.7T.C. in 1928,

after it had been off campus and people like this, Colonel Shrum,



5023 1«2, p. 14

these were all people who had a great deal of knowledge about the
Ce0.T.C. and I don't know how active they were. The real people
who zot into the, if you like, the fizht to retain were the then

commanding officers like Colonel Hclean, Wing Commander Herbert,

G

i

and Dr, Young or Captain Young. They probably, as the C.0.'s
carried out and mustered whatever other support they could from

ther people, on the campus or in the community.

B

Ur, Specht: When did you step down?
Dr. lorrison: 1963, I think it was, August of '413.
Vr. sSpechis What were the circumstances?

Well the appointment, the C.0.7.C. appointment

was on a term basis of four years and I think I had a little

gm

longer than four years, four and a half or maybe possibly five,

but at that peint in time, I felt, yvou know, it was somebody
slse's turn.

Vr, Spechi: Did you stay with the C.0.7.C. after?

Dr., Yorrison: No. Oh no., Well, I stayed with them after, but
not in an official capacity. I used to attend their functions
and still do as a matter of fact, if and when they have any

ry functions,

Jr, Spechtr This last question iz goinz to probably relats to
the areas you've...things you've talked about before., What do
you think is the chief value of C.0.7.C., for the individual?
Dre Morrisons Well, I think the, one of the chief wvalues, as I
gee it is training in the area of man management, if you likse,

and this gensral area of how to handle people in the event of a

Ll
foides
[

saster, in the svent of an emergency you have a nucleus of
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Dr..lorrison: After training with C.0.7.C7

¥r, Specht: Yes,

Dr, Horrisons Iy answer would be yez. I can't prove it, but my
answer would be yes. 1've watched the young people and been
involved with them myself and I think he has a greater appreci-
ation of his responsibility to soclety and to the community
generally. How you prove that I don't lnow.

End of Track 2



