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connaisance Regiment and disappeared into the mythical aiath

Canadian P,ivision .

	

was then not old enough of course, to join

the regular force, so I transferred actually to the Calgary tieg i

mental

	

id served with it until I was eighteen years old ,

when ~ joined the Air "orce .

I r ._aviecht : :thy did you switch to the Air Force?

Herbert: I wanted to fly . Ha, ha !

3aecht : .ihere were you based when you joined the Air Force :

Herbert: fell, initially one went through a scheme of traini :

d it was mostly in :festern Canada . For example, you'd gott a

Edmonton for initial, for manning depot, Claresholm, Alberta ;

back to Edmonton again ; to High River ; to Calgary ; back to dmon-

ton a.cain ; then to Dafoe, . ~asratche?tian ; Rivers, t_ani toba ; and

from thence overseas .

apecht: I see . that kind of, what were you training for ?

Herbert :

	

e11, I wanted to be anfighter pilot, but they

didn't think I could fly, And I started off as a pilot and

finished elementary school and most of service flying when I

washed out and re elected . I wanted the shortest course they had

available that appeared to be this bomb aimer thing so I retraine d

in that activity .

apecht: How did it come about that you went overseas:

Herbert: I, like most fellows, I sort of wanted to ,

al hough many young, fellows were retained to become instructor s

d so on, in the Commonwealth area air training plan most guy s

wanted to get overseas and get into the swing .
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mecht : With which squadron were you posted?

_________ ,°ell, ultimately, after going through, quite a long

course of training at these places in England and ,'Tales I ende d

up on a _squadron called 4.29 :squadron in a place called Leemin ,

in iorzshire, which was part of the )ix Bomber Group, th e

Canadian. bomber group of the royal Air Force .

necht : Did you give the date for th e

ierbert : Oh golly, off the top of my head, it would b e

roughly June of '44, it was just around the time of B -

	

Y . or

perhaps a little later than that, a month or so later than tha t

that I dot to the squadron and we began to operate, so it wa s

the last half of 1944 that I was in operations .

echt : An :? what war experience did you have ?

a :er :?ert : .sell . . . the normal regimen then for a bomber crew ,

a tour eras approximately 30 trips and when you'd corn- -

ploted a so-called olerational tour you were screened . About the

time we were nicely into that, of course, the Americans had broke n

our, into ranee and it looked like the war was galloping to a

conclusion . Although some of my crew and at least myself w e

wanted to ^;o on and do further work by going path finding . It

looked like a (.numb idea, we

	

ht get embarked on a pro, ram of

training and have the war end up on us and never having you know

finished a tour . Jo we elected not to do so and then when we

finished our tour, a few of 4 ; wanted to go on but we went rathe r

to staff ant instructor jobs again within Command . I was mining

or at C3 Haase which involved some planning and evaluation o f

frair craftlayin% . . .until the end of the war .
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did some bombing of flying bomb sites, because then the

man s were launching the buzz-bombs, 1 think they were ; and some

close support bombin with the army acitivities in ormandy ; a

considerable amount of laying mines, for example in Kiel jay ,

that would be intersperse d

with typical bombing-, raid on German centres .

oech : ;hat was the purpose of laying the mines ?

11 basically to inhibit German sea-borne ,r vew .

effort, to a considerable degree, was devoted in on e

or another to inhibiting German communications an y th e

mines in iorweeian water obviously was to preclude the

sea traffic between senna r'I, Germany and vor'way . y he Gel ans

had very considerable forces in i :orway and part of the idea was

to inhibit their movement of men and material from ilorway t o

Germany .

jjerh t : Yes

	

Germany was importing a lot of iron ore

	

om;.

. thrcu g

	

orwe ian ports .

ell, actually, yes in a sense, the great iron or e

rux~ o . course, was from Tortiiern . weden across to Narvi k

ether orway and down what they call the .leads . that

or,7e ian coastal waters through to Germany although, I believe .

hen you were on the tour, what did . . . did you

e_ocrt : 1.es .

, echt

	

,[hat did y ou

	

for example?

21122E t : d

	

he usual run of things for that time .

but mostly in I orwenian waters ;

a from

the
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:,ac`_ by coastal CO:: an sir c
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concerned with the ahippin out o —ac

	

like

	

al Sande

	

, which was

	

per onr under tood it i

fell upon the bomb imer, and had written sor t

o

	

pa:,or

	

the e xper
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Anih

rters in botl bri

suits of

bet :

becaus e
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theoretically on

the far ea t when
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the noun tain.s around that

p c 9

-ra r

	

1 term we wore 't a 7rea,, ore-anization . It was

	

very

unit in terms

	

prenarine: for the use

	

more sophisticate d

enrinment

	

and when it over became available .

cht : This wa.s a reserve unit?

reserve u ,

. ...hl : to you would attend the unit once a week?

eEber : One night a week

	

d all d.ay .Ln ays was th e

routine .

;necht : How did this unit interact with the reserve ur

ver Ity squadron which started off roureh around thi s

around 194? — 49 .

rber . Yes .

		

was an interesti

	

lenomer e

this was

something 1 tri g

	

overcome . I had the advanta o

	

ervin.

with 1u and then comin Into the officer's training,

	

knew

	

ere coin

	

need a

rriy functions would be to expedit e

movement of the people I was concerned with tr inin7 and admini -

steninp in due course into the auxilia

	

think that

	

som e

	

we succeeded, in this etivity . It made

	

all a bit

more purposeful and of use to

	

defence scene

	

t o

auxilialndo that, the trouble 3 s ou see, the

	

under Air

roe Command and the officer trainin,7

	

u .B .C . 1 a under

arated

	

cie

	

and

in terms of personnel

	

, it seemed to me it needed so rye kind o f

conn etinz link . I was able

	

facilitate the accertanee of th e

ear cut or a close connection .

seemed t o

e was an

T Dramand
th e
two commands were
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'45,

	

cerviee

	

u r

	

h down fro m elt''1

toucan

	

people

	

a very few thous

	

an-'

;lo-Jove

	

or , di d n

	

all that

	

eful that

ea ful a 7ain

	

and vou'll recollect there was e

	

ea-c.

,tioh o

	

e

	

an ,

	

onisu :u7-,sia a . a-opeare d

o-o

	

communl

	

and the birth, of

o -:r o

	

uite ceriouc and major

orea between -the force s

our dofe ive capability an 1

	

uuro Hence an 77an ion an th e

d n no

so~hi Ica -

in the e lenco'3, en.-Ineerin - an d

c.)

	

units on the carnucoc erred

n-ly . And, indeed,

	

'rasn't v-

	

long

encouua c th e

it that wa-, that led to a kind of re-asses :me' u

eec wont oven fthen Feu

	

t '

	

C '

all

	

Cffic

	

n.7

	

_

-11 _ ?ter curiou 1

a c)

	

law - t-

	

_ hat b 'o 1

m o one ,

	

,rd said 7c u

look

	

. for the Air Force unl and I rather -at h

souroo
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o on in being in the service at all, and we relied to quite

an extent on the basic instruction, we might call military sub-

jects, occuring in the first phase of first year summer training .

This is the reserve Officer achool, conducted variously

indicated, initially in Abbotsford for ,estern universities

for all universities at London, then for four years at L .ilitary

College at lingston, and then for three or four years, I forge t

now, at College Cilitaire, then for three or four years at Cen-

tralia, Ontario, and then a final year at Clinton, Ontario, befor e

the school folded up . Initially, we rean really, two reserve ,

extended officer schools . /hen we had air crew training, th e

basic reserve officer's school was four weeks duration . The end

of which time, the air crew left, the aeronautical engineers an

the electronics people, those going on specific further course s

left, and we were left then with a residue of and I don't us e

that word in any invidious sense, but a residue of things lik e

supply, administration, phys-ed, those sorts of categories o f

officer cadets, who did a further four weeks at the reserve officer

school, but of a more advanced nature . The basic thrust of th e

training gave service management, because they were then goin g

out to be trained on the job, as it were, and they wanted to b e

equipped so they could take over as an assistant adj . or acting

adjutant . And we did it in that way at first . Later on when the

air crew training was diminished, we really ran a shorter cours e

for everyone . It became more compressed . Perhaps we of a little

more efficient at it . In the early days for example, we gave ex-

tensive exercise, if you like, in ground defence . It was virtu-
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Brecht :

	

,hat did you ordinarily do at a sum=r camp'.

_r ._Herbert :

	

ell, my chores varied . I early became involve d

in being in charge o . . .the first year 1 was supposed. to ro

service law, that stemmed, I suppose, from my le g al trainin_ ,

although i don't particularly know that much about service law .

involved in a number of administrative chores and ulti-

mately, really, I became kind of a lecturer in service histor y

and organization which were subjects which I knew quite a bi t

about, was very interested in . And then, as the years went by, I

took charge of all the outdoor activities, you know, sort of over -

seeing them . That. would be the drill, phys-ed and those phas e

things, and again, a very . .not a very profound way, but desig-

nated as the guy over-seeinrr those activities . quite a variety .

of things .

pech° : This summer camp coincided quite nicely with your

s of course, because you

	

a university instructor .

Herbert: sell of course, we were through with exams in th e

spring and were free to go on this activity . One of the -r a t

things, and my happiest recollection of it, was the numbe r

other university people I met from all over Canada who came in a

similar manner to myself to help staff these schools .

	

ad e

some friends I'll never forget . They came from all kinds o f

ciplines and activities in university, so it was a rea

	

thin

for a parochial guy

	

e me who taught in a very narrow area in a

law school .

.;necht : /as it the same thing on the part of the cr Lets '

	

r__erver

	

3q ,ually so with the cadets . .' d . like tc ea;y some-

thing here before we o on . To

	

in a period of ti p , whe
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Mere was a to t o .f concern about and ucveloping cone or 1 about

sort o wuebec in Canada and uebec's feci ngs for independenc e

and . . . that movement generally, which was, tends to nave beer .

think, and s parxed by really self-styled intellectual leaders ,

t1 at any :i ate, people from hid her educational institutions and

so on, I

	

ought from my own point of view, which was a very kind

anadian one I suppose, that the

	

ir g

her of a large bunch of young men from avai and ,ontrea :L

and other ,,u.ebec educational institutions along with other s

tike same age and interests from all across the country and Socking

cize~r, tole t11er ; we mixed them up deliberately, produced to :,ly mind ,

a wonderful of e ct . £ one of these people will ever for g

t i i :, the associations engendered in that ay . “ 1,:~a you I

thim, t .hc t

i each anada, wno volunteere d

have cGen entirely typical, an

one could say that r haps th ; young Then ,ter om

aining nay no t

indeed, 1 was going to add, even

this kin

h for a number of years the schools conducted in a .,t,aese c

community,

	

value of that alone tc the men from the v,,est and

the maritine .s to really live in a uebec community ' as better

that several million dollars worth o~ bi-culturi r. or s

coml. sign :$ . t went to the heart oI talc matts:s .

eci ti 1na.trisht . ~adets would nave had a fig st hanv

ntence- with the bi-culture .

r . .erbe rt :

	

visa-verse .

Cne t. in , a t the

	

bases the cadets wer e

treated as if taey had the status o ` co .mriissioned offs er .

	

1 s

I read in one of the repor ~s .

a little exaggerated .(Laughter )bY an daL ,th
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larl e, th cadets were quartered as would be the ::oyal 1ilitar

Oolle r ea ets, obviously, in tr:eir course.; Cl activity in winte r

and we tended to set up a cadet mess as distinct from the officer' s

mess as suer_ on these stations simply because of the numbers to be

handled . In other words, they would dine more in cafeteria yl e

and we sight dine with gaiters, but the feature of all thes e

training programs was joint mess style diruler with all the trimmings

a speaker, and conventions of the ,service and the church parade ,

and some of these things that are perh ps uniquely military .

good deal . 'iheir dril

l of the

	

• 4 ~ . drill ~yl-

structors supervised by an officer and of course, these men ar e

uniq uely capable of t king c? an of people and

	

f ` e l

,all ar.:? good and everyt2*i,g else all in the same process, bu t

still 3iving thew a sense of competition and pride in their

tried to make the, in the latte r

years of the training, we induced a lot of what we call fligh t

competition, both in drill and particularly in sports . And t o

enhance that we brought in as flight commanders, recent graduate s

of

	

a .'~ . It was good experience for them too . i`her ; was a

good deal of leadership displaye that r

when the scheme was bigger, we used to run a joint sporty e

uadron Leader Laithwaite, broadly speaking, ran, becaus e

you ;aOwi,

	

y who really knew the phys-ed busin e

v~ould bring in cadets from all over southern Ontario, where-eve r

they were available from whatever year of training for the b

mass track meet at . a.n ston, It was a. great success .

otherwise they were harr i

struction would be given by

around
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