Mr. Ray Herbert
April L, 1974

Interview No., 503 Tape No. 1, 5ide No, 1

Mr, Spechi: Mr. Herbert, could you tell me where you were born?

e

Ur, Herbert: Calgary, Alberta,

Vr, Spechtt What year was that?

My, Herbheprt: 1924,

s_3pecht:s Did vou go to school in Calgary?

v, derbert: Yes I did. I finished high school there approxi-

mately the time I became eighteen years old and then I joined

Ur, Specht: Did you go to a Central Collegiate Institute?

Ur, Herbert: Central Colleziate High, veah,
Ur, Specht: Oh that's a hizgh school is it?

Yr, Herbert: Well its called G, C.I.

pecht: What was your father's occupation?

He was 2 switchman with the railroad. He was

really a machinist, but he was killed when he was working as a
switchman for the railway in 1929 when I was four years old,

C,P.R.?

C.P.R,

Ur, Specht: Vhere were your parents from?

Vr, Hderbert: Well he was from Nova Scotisa, my mother was born

in Ogden, Utah., They met in the west,

lr, Specht: I see., While you were in high school did you join

Ur, Herbert: Yes I did., I belonged to an organization called
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n Alberta rionp rowse,

What was that organization?

Well it was...theoretically, when I Joined it it
was Cavalry unit and we were the headquarters squadron in Calgas

at
and the other squadrons comprising the unit wer¢ places like

Pincher Creek, and Bowden, Alberta, and at summer camp the rural
fellows brought horses and at the time I Joined, but we were

theoretically at that time, of course, convertible to petrol

driven vehicles, We wers a little out of date.

Vr, Spechit: VWhy did you Join this unit?

Vr, Herbert: Oh I was interested in military activities and a

P

friend belonged to it. I enjoyed i

.
N

itn.

-

Vir., Svecht: Yas your father in the servicel

3

Vir, Herbert: No., My father wasn't in the service, but most of

my uncles did, several were lost in the Pirst World Var,

el

lir, Spechts When you Joined this militia unit this was 19397
t

My, Herbert: No it would be later than that., It would be in

late 1940 or early *41 as I recall. I just don't remember now,
Its written down somewhere I suppose. I sghould add that my older
brother had served in the Lord Strathcons Horse in peace time,

regular army, and that would be roughly between *38 and *39,

And I've now doubt that influenced me at that sz

e
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Vr, Specht: What did you do after you were with this militia

unit
V¥r, Herbert: Well the Fifteenth Alberta Lizht Horsze got itself

mebilized when I was about seventeen into a thing called the
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31st Reconnaisance Regiment and disappeared into the mythical Sixth
Canadian Division. I was then not old enough of course, to join
the regular force, so I transferred actually to the Calgary Regi-~
mental Tank and served with it until I was eighteen years old,
when I joined the Air Force,

Vr, Specht: Why did you switch to the Air Force?

Mr, Herberts I wanted to fly. Ha, hal

Mr, Specht: Where were you based when you Jjoined the Air Force?
Mr, Herbert: Well, initially one went through a scheme of training
and it was mostly in Western Canada. For example, you'd gotto
Edmonton for initial, for manning depot, Claresholm, Alberta;

back to Edmonton again; to High River; to Calgary: back to Edmon~
ton again; then to Dafoe,. Saskatchewan; Rivers; lanitoba; and
from thence overseas.

Mr, Specht: I see. What kind of, what were you training for?

Mr, Herbert: Well, I wanted to be anfighter pilot, but they
didn't think I could fly. And I started off as a pilot and I
finished elementary school and most of service flying when I was
washed out and reselected, I wanted the shortest course they had
available that appeared to be this bomb aimer thing so I retrained
in that activity.

Mr, Specht: How did it come about that you went overseas?

Vr, Herbert: I, like most fellows, I sort of wanted to, and

although many young fellows were retained to become instructors
and so on, in the Commonwealth area air training plan most guys

wanted to get overseas and get into the swing.,
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Hr, Spechit: With which squadron were you posted?

r, Herbert: Well, ultimately, after going through, quite a long
course of training at these places in England and Wales I ended
up on a squadron called 429 Squadron in a place called Leeming

in Yorkshire, which was part of the 3ix _ Bomber Group, the
Canadian bomber group of the Royal Air Force.

Mr, Specht: Did you give the date for thet?

Mr, Herbert: Oh golly, off the top of my head, it would be
roughly June of ‘44, it was just around the time of D - Day, or
perhaps a little later than that, a month or so later than that
that I got to the squadron and we began to operate, so it was
really the last half of 1944 that I was in operations.

Mr, Specht: And what war experience did you have?

Mr, Herbert: Well...the normal regimen then for a bomber crew,
was to, a tour was approximately 30 trips and when you'd com-
pleted a so-called operational tour you were screened., About the
time we were nicely into that, of course, the Americans had broken
out into France and it looked like the war was galloping to a
conclusion., Although some of my crew and at least myself we
wanted to go on and do further work by going path finding. It
looked like a dumb idea, we might get embarked on a program of
training and have the war end up on us and never having you know
finished a tour., So we elected not to do so and then when we
finished our tour, a few of us wanted to go on but we went rather
to staff and instructor jobs again within Command., I was mining
officer at 63 Base which involved some planning and evaluation of

laying mines from air craft.,.until the end of the war.
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Mr, Spechit: When you were on the tour, what did...did you do
bombing?

lr, Herbert:s Yes.

lir., Spechts What did you do for example?

Mr, Heibert: Oh.....! The usual run of things for that time.
We did some bombing of flying bomb sites, because then the Ger-
mens were launching the buzz-bombs, I think they werej and some
close support bombing with the army acitivities in Normandy; a
considerable amount of laying mines, for example in Kiel 3ay,
but mostly in Norwegian waters; and that would be interspersed
with typical bombing raid on German centres.

lr, Specht: What was the purpose of laying the mines?

lir, Herbert: Well basically to inhibit German sea-borne travel.
The bombing effort, to a considerable degree, was devoted in one
way or another to inhibiting German communications and the laying
of sea mines in Norwegian water obviously was to preclude the
sea traffic between Denmark, Germany and Norway. The Germans
had very considerable forces in Norway and part of the idea was
to inhibit their movement of men and material from Norway to
Germany.

Mr. Specht: Yes, Germany was importing a lot of iron ore from
Norway...through Norwegian ports.

Mr., Herbert: Well, actually, yes in a sense, the great iron ore
run of course, was from Northern Sweden across to Narvik and from
Horther Norway and down what they call the Leads, that is the
Norwegian coastal waters through to Germany although, I believe.
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that traffic had been inhibited at that time in another way and
that would be by direct attack by coastal command air craft, Ve
were really concerned with the shipping out of places like Oslo,
and Sande Fjord, which was primarily personnel as I understood it.
lr., Specht: You said that after your tour now, you were on
ground staff?

Vr, Herberit: Yes.

Mr, Specht: And this was for instruction did you say?

vr. Herbert:s No. I was, because I think I had done quite a bit
of this mine laying work and it was, a large amount of the res-
ponsibility for it fell upon the bomb aimer, and had written sort
of a short paper on the experiences, it was deemed appropriate
that I be made a kind of staff officer and I became what was
called the Mining Officer for 63 Base, which functioned out of
the headquarters in both briefing crews on mining activities and
in the assessme§% of the results of their work for reporting to
the Admiralty aéé other agencies. It was really quite interesting.
You lmow, fairly scientific.

P

M echt: What did you do after the war?

bt

lir, Herbert: Well, I volunteered to go to Japan, but the cow-
ards quit because of the Atom Bomb, I guess, ha, hal! I guess I
wes in mid-Atlantic , theoretically on my way to further training
for going out to the far east when the war in the east ended and
accordingly we were reposted shortly to release depots of our
choice and I determined the most advantageous thing for me to do

was to go to university and hence I came to Vancouver where ny
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parents, my mother and my brother had moved. 1 came to U.5.C.
in the fall of 1945,

Did you at this time, contemplate a carser in the

Ko,
Yhich faculty did you enter inte at U.B.C.%
Well, in the first instance, Arts, but my intention

was to go into Law, which I did in due course,

specht: How did you become interested in Law?

There were two reasonsy I think my brother had

always wanted to be & lawyer, he's a chartered accountant, but

at that time in the '30's there were no resources to send hinm to
any university he, accordingly got his education in that way and
in that profession. But he always wanted to be & lawyer and I had
a very close friend in the Alir Training scheme in Canada a chap
named Bishop, who practices Law in Edmonton and I admired hinm
very much and I thought if that's what lawyers are like they

can't be zll bad and maybe I'd like to be one. I think, probably

e

1 had some bent that was not in the direction of mathematices and

sclence and another factor I think that affected many of us, was
at that time in B. ¢, there was no medical schicol or dental
school and the professiocnal training available wasz confined o
engineering and forestry that sort of thing, and the Law School
was new and 1t consequently attracted people for that reason.

- Hp, Spechtt Yes, I thinkgthe Law School sgtarted right after,

about 1945, 3o which degree did you attain? In lLaw School?
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Y, Herbert: Well, I had an Arts and a Law degree.

lr, Spechis Did you practice law?

Vr, Herberts For a short time. About a year.

lir, Specht: What happened after that?

lir, Herbvert:s I came back to U.DL.C. teaching. An opportunity
arose to do that and I've really been doing that substantially
ever since,

echt: Did you keep any connections with the Air IForce

after the wax?

lir. Herbert: Well not really, but with the growth of 19 Wing as
it was cail%é; the auxiliary Air Force here in Vancouver, the
Reserve units, an opportunity occured to Jjoin it and I Jjoined in
the 19 Wing, specifically Air Craft Control and Warning Unit.
ind I served’in that for a couple of years, I was asked to take
up the appointment of Commanding Cfficer of the what was then
called the University Squadren . at U.LZ.C.

lir, Spechts Where was this auxiliary squadron based?

Lr, Herbert: At Sea Island,

g

Vr. Specht: What kind of duties did you have at this particular

base as far as routine etc?

Mr, Herbert: Well we were kind of a fighter control unit theore-
tically, the trouble is we were equipped with Ames - 11 Redar
gear, which was a mobile gear designed to go ashore on the
continent during the latter part of the war and its effective

use depended upon its being serviceable the VHF being serviceable,
the air craft being serviceable all at one time, which frequently

didn't occur., We were also inhibited in our aerial serveillence
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by the resistance of all the mountains around here so that in
practical terms we weren't a great organization., It was a very
good unit in terms of preparing for the use of more sophisticated
equipment as and when it ever became available.

Mr, Specht: This was a reserve unit?

Mr, Herbert: A reserve unit, yes.

Mr, Specht: 3o you would attend the unit once a week?

lMr, Herbert: One night a week and all day Sundays was the
routine,

Mr, Specht: How did this unit interact with the reserve uni-
versity squadron which started off roughly around this time,
around 1948 - 49,

My, Herbert: Yes. Essentially it was an interesting phenomensa.
It was not a very clear cut or a close connection. And this was
something I tried to overcome. I had the advantage of serving
with it and then coming into the officer's training, I knew
that there was an area where all officers were going to be needed
and it seemed to me one of my functions would be to expedite the
movement of the people I was concerned with training and admini-
stering in due course into the auxiliary. I think that to some
degree we succeeded, in this activity. It made it all a bit
more purposeful and of use to the defence scene to try and to

do that., The trouble iz you see, the auxiliary is under Air
fence Command and the officer training at U.B.C. was under
Training Command and/ggg commands were separated physically and
in terms of personnel and it seemed to me it needed some kind of

connecting link, I was able to facilitate the acceptance of the
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people from the university scheme into the auxiliery scheme,

I read in the U,B.C. annual about the students in the

university would zo to Sea Island quite often during the year.
Vr, Herbert: Well, I was, of course, a successor to Squadron
Leader Haines, who was the first commanding officer of the uni=
versity flight as it was first called, and initially the students
in university units from the east trained in the east and thosze
from the west trained at Abbotsford the first year and they were
not brought together until the second year when the school moved
to London, Onitario. And then the next year they came from all
over Canada, they met at Royal HMilitary College, Kingston, and
it was not really until the following year that I became involved
in their activities and training, Vhat did occur, of course, was
that, for example, an officer cadet who had complete his basic
officer training in one of those summers could well indeed be
posted; let's say if he was in administration or supply, to a
place like Sea Island to get the on the Jjob experience which was

the balance of his training.

Ui,

t:  Did students ever go to Sea Island during the winter

term though?

lr, Herberts Oh, No. Not really, except in this that we kitted
the people with supply that is, out of 3Sea Island; there was a
financisl connection., They handled our pay and accounts and there
was some soclal inter-change.

lir, Specht: You said that you saw that with the auxiliary
squadron at Sea Island, the university unit could probably be a

source of supply of new men, personnel., Did this work the other
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way too? TFor example, would officers, experienced officers,
servicenmen a% Sea Island help out your unit in some capacity?

erbert: Yes indeed so., As I say particularly in regard %o
this furnishing of administrative assistance., We drew on them

fairly occasionally, for winter lechtures on various phases of

Alr Porce activity. 3ut I must ssy that primarily our training
progren was basic, and what we tried to utilize, becauss of the
unique availability, wers academic people from the university

in particular areas of current affairs, history and so on, We had a
basic feeling that the service instruction was best done in

& the summer., Although.,.no we fairly

the service context durin
frequently called upon the serving officers available in the
area to contribute to the training prozram, but in addition %o

univeraity people.

>

&

Mz, Specht 1 see,.

ip, Herhert: Let me give you an example, vou get a guy who's

taking commerce or something like that, who happens %o be azn
officer cadet, itz a damn good idea il he zete exposed to sonme
real good contemporary instruction about zeosraphy and geo-
pelitica and =0 on., He's going to be an officer and this iz o
good opportunity to broaden their initerest, caught their atten-
tion., We had a fairly flexible training progcran, not I +think

a2z rigid as that inmposedby that of the other two zervices, Ve
were & little more free to exploit resources at hand than perhaps
the others were,

Vr, Specht: I'd like to ask vour opinion on a few events: in

1943, university squadrons started up and lasted only for about



oyy aeare JUITI ‘epeusy ul CATTROTIAY 64, UT ‘TTex FASAISH Il
16461 UT pousTTQeLse-ax 3T sem Ayy FUOSAT ail

*Rresseosu 2ou sem eyl A7ddns

IO ®5JN0S BJOW 2U0 ‘MO noL 3no 3Nno 01 SOTWOUODD uteTd 3snl sea
37 esoddns T AT3usnbesuod puB pepesu Bureq 99S8I0F DPTNOO IO DAPISU
faun eTdosd eyy TTE peY Loyy ‘umop Jutuuna LITBOI SBA usTd
FutuTels JTY usTesmuovmio) °yU3 4461 £q ‘o8 L1Tenbe ang *LyTsIATUR
syq ut uoxpenbs Jo AuBTTIY L3TsJeATun 287TBTOSdS STYL PelJaBis

aeys esTndwT oy3 SBM STYJ 3BUT IGNOP OU 8ABY T *92J04 JTY 9L
poutof ‘esTAZOUlO JI0 UOTBONpe JToy} pejeTdwod Loyl se ‘SjuUepnis
faTsgeaTun oyl TT® ATiuendeosuod og ‘euIl} IO poTJed pepusl

-%x9 UB J0J SOTOX SUTUTRIL} PUB SATSUSISP UT PuBTium UT PTIY sen
fmae a2yl SBaJOUM ‘JBM oYl JO 2u0 Avp wWoIry YSTH *guotsreledo Ut
peBefus sem 3T pue SUTATI Peagio 3T ‘TBOoTuyo23 sea 3T '30B8a33® 0%
pefeBue AToAT10® Sem 3T osnedoeq ATTedroutad *JoUjouR J0 UOSBOJ

2U0 JOF PIP eodog JITY oyl *LAep J0Yl0 eyl peyTeRI 84 88 puw fUOTARE
~TuBfac TeTIUBLSqNS pur 98B AZeA eweoaq °D*L°0'D U3 L0USY puUY
*ouTy oureE oY} 38 OTQBTTBABR 9pBu o¢ PINOd FuTurexy ATejTiTu Joae
TeyM oxey 03 peatnbal oq uew 089Ul VUL JUBIOdUT ArTenbs 471
aySnoyy Leys 3nq ‘AI3Unod eyl JO 3JI0IF8 TBISUSE SYL I0F UOTRBONDD
aTeys oseTdwod Loyl 3BUL TUBITSSD &BM 34T ffaysasATun Fulpuelslm
TTT2S ‘sauepnis L3 TSI0ATUN oTBW LTI TT® 1BUL poutwieiep JUOWUISAOF
weTpsUe) Ul  fLBm STUZ UT 2T eATedcxad T gng ‘palandodo 1Byl TIB
owIq oU) 4B SwesJoA0 sBM T *sson¥ LATuo ueo I TIOM 1TI80a00 Tl
ipepuegsTp sem 3T Luym

spouaddey 3eys} Lum uc uoturdo anof ST 3BUN ‘*JTBY ® puB aJgek e

21 *d *1-7 t€0§



5033 1-1, p. 13

war, in '45, well the service was just reduced right down from
hundreds of thousands of people to a very few thousand and
however, the world didn't get all that peaceful +that quickly, it
became un-peaceful again , and you'll recollect there was a great
deal of friction between an expansionist Russia as it appeared
and the LZuropean community and the birth of NATO, but perhaps
rrincipally it was the outbreak of the quite serious and major
war in Korea between the forces of left and right I suppose one
could put it that way, that led to a kind of re-assessment of
our defensive capability and posture. Hence an expansion in the
gservices and hence the sudden need again for theintroduction of
what with the increasingly sophisticated equipment, the people

it seemed to the people to be sophisticated, people in terms of
education and particularly in the sciences, engineering and the
like, So that this re-opening of the units on the campuses seemed
to be a good source of supply. And, indeed, it wasn®%t very long
after the units were re-instituted in, would it be '52 I guess,
the services went even further and set up a scheme of subsidi-
zation called the Regular Officer Training Program, b which they
would encourage the university student into the service by
enrclling them in the services and paying their way through the
university.

Ur, Specht: You mentioned earlier you became Commanding O0fficer
that would be 1952, how did that come about?

tr, Herbert: Vell rather curiously, I had heard they were, I net
a couple of law students that belonged to the squadron and one of
them came to me one day and said "you know Herbert, they're!

looking for a C.0. for the Air Force unit' and I rather gathered
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that they were one: looking for somebody on the faculty obviously,
and two: +they were looking for somebody, I think, who had had air
crewwexperience and sported a wing and a few ribbons and g0 on,
that added a little bejazz to the thing., 4nd accordingly, I really
just volunteered, A% that time I was supposed to be going away

to do graduate work, so I just simply wandered over and asked if
there was any way L could be of assistance. And that was nore or
less taken up and I was appointed Commanding Officer.

echts Taken up by the committee that governed military

affairs on campus?

lr, Herberts Oh no, it was briefer than that. Sperrin Chant, who
wee then the Dean of Arts, and an ex-~director of manning for the
ROJAWF. I was sitting in his office and he picked up the phone
and phoned the chief of the air staff and said I've got a C.0C.
for you. And that was about the size of it.

lr, Specht: Did you know your predecessor, lir. Haines?

Yr, Herbert: Yes. Rather better later. I hadn't really known
him well, I knew him and lmew of him, but I became really more
acquainted with him after 1 had taken over and he had gone back
into the regular force.

Mr, Spechts That was why he left the unit then, because he went

to the regular force?

Nr. Herbert: He joined the regular force, yes.
lir. Specht: What did you think when you took over as Commanding
Officer, you had quite a large facility in the armoury, I wonder

what your impressions of the armoury were?
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Vr, Herbert: Well, I was obviously, very impressed with the
offices, the people the staff, the resident staff officer, then
was Flt, Lt. W, Casey of the regular force. The clerk in charge
of the order room was a Cpl. Stride, who ended out his career as
a warrant officer, There was Flight . Lt. Laithwaite, from the
Physical Education department, who was the 2 IC. and a very
friendly zroup, not merely in the Air Force side of things but
with the C.0,T.C., and the Navy as well, who I immediately became
acguainted with and...

Mr, Specht: Can I read you...Il'd like to read you a quote. This
would be from one of your Commending Officer's report and you can
corment on it. This is 1953. "The accomodation made available to

the service unite at U.B.C. cannot be approached by any similar

unit anywhere in Canada." What do you have to comment?
lr, Herbert: Well, that's quite correct. We were the envy of

everybody from here east, as far as they had units established at
universities, in terms of this facility we had. In which we
probably took an inordinate pride because of the way in which it
was built. It was really built by the students, like so many
things at U.B.C, We're always inclined to get a little whoopee
in the west, but we were the only outfit I know »f that had a
mess aﬁé armouries and offices. The support that we got at this
university is unique.

Vr, Specht: I'd like to ask you about the parade evenings. You

atarted with a mess dinner, Iz that the case?
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Mr, Herbert: Well, +this had sort of varied kind of situation.

In those days there was a lady and I can't think of her name, one
of the Army people will, right, VMrs. Davis, who was sort of cook
in the kitchen, a fairly adequate kitchen existed in our mess, &
little one, but at the end of the place and she served lunches in
thearmouries for those who wished to purchase them at a very mod-
erate rate and each parade night she served a meal for those again

who wished to attend it. We tried to develop this because it
seemed like a good idea, The more people we could get out %o
kind of dine together, and we used to jazz it up a little later on
we introduced the idea of serving wine and so on, and just the
general attempt to pull the thing together. This business of

giving the unit a sort of a corporate feeling.

End of Tape No. 1, Side No. 1
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lr, Herbert: Then when she stopped later on, we had food catered
and brought in from the food services for the same purpose.

ir, Specht: 1 see. In the reports, quite fortunate for me, be-

cause I was able to get a really good picture of what the parade

&

venings were like, because for your 1956 report you enclosed a

ynopsis of each parade, _— One impression 1 got, maybe

13

you can confirm this or deny it, was that the first lecture fol-
lowing the dinner, tended to be more of,..first you had dinner
and then drill, inspection by the commanding officer, and then
the first lecture seemed to be more specific of the evening and
then the second lecture tended to be one of more general interest.
I wonder is this correct?

”””””””” I don't know if I can recollect any particular

thing except that maybe responsive to %ha%/%gtgay that we would
try to arrange the lecture schedule to accommodate the convenience
of anybody we might have brought in for that purpose. For example,
we might get Dr. Robinson in Geography, set for a lecture and we
would invite him for supper beforehand but if he couldn't come and
would prefer to come at a different hour well we would ad just our
schedule because convenlience...

Mr, Specht: So it was a kind of a flexible set-up?

Mr, Herbert: Oh yes. I think so. The invariable sequence was

the inspection, the drill and then whatever clssses we could fit
in., A good deal of the time of the actual officers was spent

particularly in the fall term, in doing interviews of prospective
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applicants. This took a lot of time.

lir, Specht: I was going to get to that, but first I want to ask

YOU...you gave lectures yourself didn't you?
My, Herbert: OCh yes, from time to time.

lir, Spechis WwWhat topilcs did you deal with?

Mr, Herbert: Oh.,..it varied a good deal, I suppose that I used
to do a thing an illustrated one on the blackboard of comparative
service ranks, you know with appropriate characteristics, how you
could tell a soldier from a seilor and so on. It was usually well
received., But it varied. I can recall at one time, very early

in the thing, as I had done & kind of...led a discussion group in
the auxiliary on the situation in the middle east with particular
reference to Egypt. Having notes and stuff ready I bunged that
at the guys just for the hell of it, BIut we were pretily much
occupied as I say, in terms of time with the interviewing of
people,

Mr, Specht: I was noticing that in one year it seemed like you
had started, you wouldn't start the parade until about the usually
after the first week in COctober. Presumebly September was taken
up with recruiting?

My, Herbert: That would have been perhaps a little unusual, reaily,
but that would be the cause probably.

Mr, Specht: And I kind of counted the number of parade nights
which would be maybe fifteen or sixteen in one year,

lr, Herbert: Yes.
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ar

Vr, Specht: That seemed 0o me not too much, wonder what would

b

be achieved in that period?

5
-
B
]

lerbert: In some senses you see, we have a limit of, on the

Sl =4

pay that the cadets could earn in the course of a winter., This

g

was kind of a governing factor. We probably were a little ove

o

generous in assigning & per-diem rate to our parade system but
broadly speaking it was designed to accommodate the pay that
D.N.D, was ready to make available on & per diem basis to the
cadets for training purposes. We think we ran ours over actually
the hours, because of the additional activities in connection with
preparation for the tri-service parade and ball and that sort of
thing.

Mr, Specht: In this report it also mentions pay parades and I
wonder what these were?

Vr, Herbert: Well those were when the laddies from Sea Island

came out with money for the troops.
Fr., Specht: This would be, would this be like a regular parade
Or Jjust...

Vr, Herbert: Oh no pay parades were beautiful things. A table

end the guys with a whole bundle of money, this was before we got

into the cheque era, and by the muittance roll, and people lined

=

Py stepped up smartly, saluted, and were handed a bundle of money
signed the mpuittance roll and about turned and went back to the
next table where we collected their mess dues from them. Often
with the result that there was little netted out of it, but still

it was fun,

0
2

Ve, Specht: I see, I'm zoing to ask you a question, rather a
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large question. I wonder if you can describe summer training and
how it was...the importance of summer training? Say compared with
the winter parade night, what it was like there?

Ur, Herbert: Well I regarded really the...you've got to sort

&

of separate 1t into the levels of the individual., We really ran
a different training program depending on whether a guy was para-
ding his first,his second or third year in the winter. You know,
the ocutline of the parade remained essentially the same, He would,
all would participate in the drill, but by and large the senior
guys took charge of the drill, That is officer cadets in third
year, many of by then who are pilet officers, had besn actually
commissioned, would, we encouraged them to take & large part in
the running of the mess, in running the drill program, in arrang-
ing the roster of officers in charge of each flight and there
was a flight for first year, second year and third year and being
the sort of, parade C.0, and we'd rotate them through this, be-
cause its a wonderful developer of c@ﬁfiéeﬁcé in people %o have to
do that kind of thing., 4 lot of people laygh at drill, but its
got a very, very real purpose and its the way in which one incul-
cates both the discipline in those being drilled and the ability
to give it, as it were, on the part of those who should develop

2

that capacity, Its a very important part of officer development,

lir, Specht: Now summer training, this...

saaale

roing to add to that, as I indicated perhaps,

Hderhert: I was
FINE 1=l vic2 ag 7]

]

a

§

earlier that we tried to as much as we could to exploit the

oo

talent available in the university to provoke interest, purpose
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and so on in being in the service at all, and we relied to quite
an extent on the basic instruction, we might call military sub-
jects, occuring in the first phase of first year summer training.
This is the Reserve Officer School, conducted variously as I've
indicated, initially in Abbotsford for Western universities and
for all universities at London, then for four years at lilitary
College at Kingston, and then for three or four years, I forget
now, at College Militaire, then for three or four years at Cen-
tralia, Ontario, and then a final year at Clinton, Ontario, before
the school folded up. Initially, we rean really, two reserve, or
extended officer schools., When we had air crew training, the
basic reserve officer's school was four weeks duration. The end
of which time, the air crew left, the aeronautical engineers and
the electronics people, those going on specific further courses
left, and we were left then with a residue of, and I don't use
that word in any invidious sense, but a residue of things like
supply, administration, phys-ed, those sorts of categories of
officer cadets, who did a further four weeks at the reserve officer
school, but of a more advanced nature. The basic thrust of the
training gave service management, because they were then going
out to be trained on the job, as it were, and they wanted to be
equipped so they could take over as an assistant adj. or acting
adjutant, And we did it in that way at first., Later on when the
air crew training was diminished, we really ran a shorter course
for everyone. It became more compressed. FPerhaps we got a little
more efficient at it. In the early days for example, we gave eX-

tensive exercise, if you like, in ground defence. It was virtu-
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ally infentry training of an eslementarvy sort. That diminished
over the years, I think, in my view, it was a mistake, but again
the time and availability of instructors and so on wers factors
in these decisions.

Vr, Specht: First year cadets would go through an indoctrination
pariod when they first went to summer camp?

Vr, Herbert: You call it indoctrination, its not a word I like,

I prefer to call it basic training, something like that,

Vr, Specht: I was curious about one aspect of it, It =zaid there
was a public gspeaking course,

Ur Herbert: Yes indeed, The title we used was "Effective Speak-
ing"., The theory behind that is if you're going to be an officer
vou know, yvoure basically gzoing to be a menager of some kind, or
a supervisor of some kind, whatever vour trade is vou're still
instruecting and directing other people and ite highly relevant
that a person develops confidence in this capacity to stand on
his hind legs and say something., So we had a course designed to
achieve that effect.

Ur, Specht: How did the cadets respond to that?

Vr, Herbert: OCh, very well. Yes, one of their favorites. Zach
aummer we gave them a course called "Service Writing." This was
designed to acguaint them with military parlance in part, but pri-
marily, in my view, to teach them to write a simple straizht CGod
damned letter or message., Ita a very u%eful thing for university
gtudents.

Vr, Specht:r Did you attend summer camps yourself?

Y¥r. Herbert: Yes,
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lir, Spechts What did you ordinarily do at a summer camp?

Mr, Herberi: Well, my chores varied. I early became involved

in being in charge of...the first year 1 was supposed to do
service law, that stemmed, I suppose, from my legal training,
although I don't particularly know that much about service law.

I got involved in a number of administrative chores and ulti-
mately, really, I became kind of a lecturer in service history
and organization which were subjects which I knew quite a bit
about, was very interested in. And then, as the years went by, I
took charge of all the outdoor activities, you know, sort of over-
seeing them, That would be the drill, phys-ed and those phase of
things, and again, a very...not a very profound way, but desig-
nated as the guy over-seeing those activities., Quite a variety
of things.

Mr, Specht: This summer camp coincided quite nicely with your
own job of course, because you're a university instructor.

lir, Herberit: Well of course, we were through with exams in the
spring and were free to go on this activity. One of the great
things, and my happiest recollection of it, was the number of
other university people I met from all over Canada who came in a
gsimilar manner to myself to help staff these schools. 1 made
some friends I'll never forget. They came from all kinds of dis-
ciplines and activities in university, so it was a real good thing
for a parochial guy like me who taught in a very narrow area in a
law school.

Mr, Specht: Was it the same thing on the part of the cadets?

Mr, Herbert: Equally so with the cadets. I1'd like to say some-~

thing there before we go on. To me, in a period of time when
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there was a lot of concern about and developing concern about
sort of Quebec in Canada and duebec's feelings for independence
and,...that movement generally, which was, tends to have been led,
I think, and sparked by really self-styled intellectual leaders,
but at any rate, people from higher educational institutions and
so on, I thought from my own point of view, which was a very kind
of nationalistic Canadian one 1 suppose, that the bringing to-
gether of a large bunch of young men from Laval and lontreal
and other Quebec educational institutions along with others of
the same age and interests from all across the country and socking
them together, we mixed them up deliberately, produced to my mind,
a wonderful effect. None of these people will ever forget, I
don't think, the associations engendered in that way. liind you I
think that probably one could say that perhaps the young men from
French Canada, who volunteered for this kind of training may not
have been entirely typical, and indeed, I was going to add, even
though for a number of years the schools conducted in a Quebec
community, the value of that alone to the men from the west and
the maritimes to really live in a Quebec community was better
that several million dollars worth of bi-culturism or B and B
commissions., It went to the heart of the matter.

Mr, Specht: That's right. Cadets would have had a first hand
acquaintence with the bi-culture.

lMr, Herbert: And Visa-verse.

lir. 3pechts One thing, at the summer bases the cadets were
treated as if they had the status of commissioned officers. This

is what I read in one of the reports.

lir, Herbert: Well, that's a little exaggerated.(Laughter )By and

- ——————
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large, the cadets were quartered as would be the Royal lilitary
College cadets, obviously, in their courses of activity in winters,
and we tended to set up a cadet mess as distinct from the officer's
mess ag such on these stations simply because of the numbers to be
handled, In other words, they would dine more in cafeteria atyle
and we might dine with walters, but the feature of all these
training programs was Jjoint mess style dinner with all the timmings
a speaker, and conventions of the service and the church parade,
and some of these things that are perhaps uniquely military. BEut
otherwise they were harried around a good deal, Their drill in-
gtruction would be given by N.C.0.s of the R.C,A.F, drill in-
structors supervised by an cfficer and of course, these men are
uniquely capable of taking a gang of people and making them feel
gmall and good and everythng else all in the same process, but
8till giving them a sense of competition and pride in their
appearance and in activity. We tried to make the, in the latter
years of the training, we induced a lot of what we call flight
competition, both in drill and particularly in sports. And to
enhance that we brought in as flight commanders, recent graduates
of R.M.C., It was good experience for them too. There was a

good deal of leadership displayed in that regard., Again, earlier,
when the scheme was bigger, we used to run a Jjoint sports meet.
Squadron Leader Laithwaite, broadly speaking, ran, because he

wag, you know, a guy who really knew the phys-ed business. This
would bring in cadets from all over Southern Ontario, where-ever
they were available from whatever year of training for the big

mass track meet at Kingston., It was a great success,
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that +the basic treining was sound. The adaptability - I had my

first jet flight with Jack Zdwards, He was then back in law

*

He had hi

[
4]
b

school, was a law student. us. He graduated in

commerce and decided to come back to law, He and 1 went out ons

Wednesday afternoon and went zottin' around the gulf in a bird,

A great experience,

Vr, Specht: One more question on summer camp, summer training, 1

\?@

should sav. Some cadets were posted overseas and they were sel-
ceted on a merit basie, VWhat qualities did they need?

Mr, Herbert: There were a number of factors that operated in sel-
ection for those going overseas, A large number would be ex-
cluded right away because they're committed to finishing technical
courses, which was & pity, but there it was. There was not

enough time left to go to university for them to both complete
their course and go out to Burope for a summer. S0 actually the
group from which selections could be made was very narrow. It
misht be narrowed Ffurther than that by the overseas requirement
for trades., We were really getting down to quite a small group

of people. And within that framework it was damned difficult to

z

pick who should go and of course these postings were much sought

¢

to do zo, but on the whole it seemed to work...reasonably well,
o
and those who got it, got a real plum out of the whole thing,

Herbert: Yes. By and large, even if they might have been
pick
eligible, I nded 4o try and/reserve students for the experience

on the kind of vague theory that a regular force guy would probe-
ably get over anyhow, you know, whereas the reserve person

wouldn't be likely to have that opportunity like that; but within
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that kind of framework the theory was merit...which would be a
reflection of the zuy's interest and activity and acadenic standing

amﬁ the kind of contribution we Judzed ha made to the squadron's

activities,

After graduaticn and completion of the three year

program, what rank would a person normally get in the, if he joined
one of the,..resarve?

iy, Herbert: Units? Flying officer, Pilot Officer was really a

Zind of interin commission rank ,

ir, I'd like to aslk some gquestions about recruliment. Say

you were on the selection committee, szelecting the cadets vho
were permitted into the unit, and I wonder what usually, in your
view, would determine whether or net & student should be acceptesd?
Ur, Herbert: As I think you're aware, we were,..it depended a
1ittle on timing, In the early days, you know, there was viriu-
ally no limit on who could teke in what trede, but very quickly
we got into a quota concept, where R,.C,A.F. headquarters would
look %o U.E.C. for five admin,, four supply, eight engineers, what-
ever it nmight be., The recruitment in those branches would be
dictated to some extent by the education the guy was going through.
with.., for accounts officers you're looking at & commerce student
by and large, althouch not necessarily so. And when we had the
gir crevw training 1t didn't metter where they came from, or if
they were R,0.7.7, air crew, it didn't nmatter what faculty they
came from, but we probably leansd a 1little in the diresction of
gcience and engineeringz, Its hard to tell right now., 3So your
parameters, agzaln, were narrowed dewn zomewhat for the purposes

of selection. You might get...zand then the ladies, of course,
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