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officer, who would be regular force, and a clerk to run the

orderly room and that was the sort of establishment laid on, s o

any additional people we had we got through our own resources .

Later the establishment was altered . It was raised to a .ring

Commander position .

	

I think really to correspond with the fac t

the C .O ., the

	

O .I .C .C .°was a Lieutenant Colonel and the army

couldn't go us one better ; 2 IC . aquadron Leader, Two Flight

Lieutenants . In our case, one of those flight lieutenant posi-

tions was taken up of course, by the officer at Victoria, the n

Victoria College, now Victoria University, and the other one, I

was able to fill over the years on a kind of rotating turn-over

basis with Graduates of the scheme, who in each case and its no t

entirely coincidental, were law students, who, that is they ha d

completed iir orce deserve Officer training at this universit y

or more frequently another university and had graduated from i t

and had come to do law studies here . Having know them during their

training and so on, it was an ideal situation for them to, on

the average for three years, t e on this spare job which we

labeled training officer .

Specht : So your contacts partly through the law faculty, yo u

would have learned that here were some men who have experience .

you just asked them to join . Lo you remember some names :

r_ ierbert : Shire . .there

	

Norman Gish, well . . . first Lar c

Soule, who is a graduate of Royal .litany College, he's a lawye r

downtown now . . .then there's Norman. Gish, who is a lawyer, but wit h

one of the big forest companies . He was a graduate of the scheme
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in Alberta and came here to law school . Another one, the las t

one I can think of at the moment is Fred Reagh ; Fred Reagh was .

had served in the Air Force on a regular basis prior to comin g

law school . He had had a short service commission and flew jet s

in rope and then became a law student when I had the good for-

t .~:ne to know him and I nailed him to be the training officer . T

think x.11 of them enjoyed it and it was a modest supplement t o

their incomes .

iy r~_echt : R . O .T .P . started in 1952 .

r. Herbert' Yes, the same year as the ladies .

wScht : You would have had some R .G .T .F cadets in the Air

Squadron?

Herbert : Yes we . . .when our R .O .T .P . scheme came in a numbe r

of the fellows then in the reserve, and particularly in reserv e

taking air crew training, transferred across to

	

C} ' .1 . That is

they became subsidized at the university and that really was th e

initial group .

Becht : You mentioned also, the same year 1952, Victoria

College established a unit . Do you know why; Jhy that came

about?

r . Herbert :

	

there were two reasons . The C" .0 . .C . had a

detatchment there and in a sense we were competing for peopl e

that time, it was a time of Army expansion as well as Air Forc e

expansion and the navy, of course, the local unit here didn't have

a detatchment . There was a U .h .^ .D . division at the Universit y

of Victoria operating out of the reserve establishment in Victoria .
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e were determined that we ought to expand in that way and we did .

echt : how did they relate to you ?

er bert : A t Victoria?

' techt: Yes they were subordinate to the unit h

rbert : Yes they were just a detatchment of this squadron .

u were Commanding Officer and the person in charg

there would be like a second in command?

rIerbert

	

ỳ es . +e used to just call them the officer i n

charge of Victoria . All the clerical and administrative work th e

order room work was done out of the U .B . C . office, of course .

pecht : ,ias there any other ir:teraction as far as training

Herbert : .e made a practice of bringing them over as many

we could or was convenient to o, for The tri-,service pa_

	

and

ball and occasions of that kind .

	

one would come too for thine s

like t~~e mess dinner, but primarily we . . .at least in the latter

ye re organized a. situation whereby the three groups at iictoria ,

Army, havy and Air orce, would have a joint mess dinner . 1

couple of occasions it was up at : squimalt, and. perhaps more fre -

quently at the : p ork oint Barracks, the Quen's Cwn Regimenta l

Officer's ess . The idea really behind that, was because main ,

we wanted to as we did here invite as guests the representative s

of the educational i titution in which we were functioning .

thus at the Victoria ,ens inner, I would o one yea . pe_eha

pr side because it was the Air :orc:e's turn to be the duty servic e

for tri-service matters . Our guest would be, for example, th e

principal and 1ater the president of Victoria College, the ,ni-

versity of Victoria and those people there who assisted us with
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training program, lecturers a4 so on, so i t
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e element had, from that point of view, no t
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Jho i

,ur b or_r , the providers of the funds for defence would, n o

doubt, question the validity of expenditure cn officer t

productive in mannin the ranks c .. tuS
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of view .

limit the intake . 1~1

have,

	

co rse ,

a nu'lh
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cua

	

time they expanded the colle7e scheme into

	

'foun d

smaller maritime universities

	

that there was

	

dilution fro

peonle, 4 oe one c
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introduced ,
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you t 4
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this seemed to him to be, the situation was right for economie s

as well and accordingly he determined that that would take place ,

and it did . The difficulty with it was, of course, youre stil l

different systems, different channels of command and differen t

requirements, even though we were all engaged in the same busi-

ness . The reason I think . . .

Becht : How did the tri-service, R .S .O . work then, how di d

it work out?

Herbert : ;Tell it really transpired, because of these dif-

ferences that I've referred to, and because of our experienc e

with the hours that the former individual officer seemed to b e

required to put in, that we were going to require assistance ,

additional to that that the one 2 .3 .O . could provide . The local

Air Force headquarters again, this is this cooperation bit, sort

of annotated one of their officers to devote a good proportion of

his time to our affairs, so at that time Flt . Lt . £cPvichol, wh o

Col . LcNichol and C .O . at Comox, who besides doing his o

work,at the headquarters which was in personnel, but where ther e

were other people to help cover it all, came along to U .B .C . and

functioned much as the old R .S .O . had done . Col . Reynolds of

course, did operate to coordinate a lot of these activities an

t did, what must have been for him, in difficult circumstances ,

in my view a splendid job . He had to adjust his training inex-

perience to some nuances at any rate, of for instance difference s

in system and organization and ideas, and he did that remarkably

well .
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i:r .. $pecht : Did that continue through-out?

–re Herbert : No, it lasted about .,,now my recollection's bad . .

think two years and then the regular force staff officers wer e

appointed for each unit again . she ex p eriment didn't reall y
work .

	

e just found that it was too much to do .

:r . DtfIL'I : In the 1958 Commanding Gfficer's i~epor ;, in referenc e

to this, this would be your . . . you are the author T think, it say s

"He is immediately responsible to the recently created a recto r

the R .C .

	

' ;as that the situation`:

s ._ erbert : Yes . this emphasizes and serves to illustrate th e

emphasis on Z .O .i .r . At headquarters they had deter -

mined to appoint a senior officer to be over-seer, in a sens

	

th e

i .Q . `TPF . usness . I think

	

first one was

	

ajor General

	

t '.1schild, so I; was

	

hig h

r ^level appointment . :e sort of, oversaw tze . C . > . sid e

things . . . .I don't know that it was a hi ;hlv eff ctive structure .

	

e werquite satisfied, cat .east I

	

s, with how we were doing .

That is to say total integration of the reserve and regular Inc?

the same pattern of training, the same treatment . I thought thi s

was a bettor method . However, that was the case .

aped .ta Say after the Second . orld Jar, it is usually refer -

red to as the cold war period and. perhaps we can say the cold wa r

had kind of undergone changes since this time and I was wonder urn

if you can recall any changes that resulted from a different fo i

	

policy that Canada evolved over this

	

tune;

	

or example, I would

say during the Korean ^iar this was strongly a cold war issue ,

althoush Canada was there under the U .N . auspices . .ti .l that

as he then

	

later
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fied ac being alongside or analogous to or along with those of

the United states than they are of the i ussian empire, so that ,

so both cultural, practical and political rea ons I see a goo d

al or correlation between the foreign policy of the two countries .

e a very minor figure in terms of, particularly I suppose, o f

numbers

	

people although I don't back off from anybody in that

we can haul our weight and more than do so and have done so dem-

onstrably in history .

2echt :

	

on't you thin, this close involvement though mi :.ht

result in a loss of some identity, some sense of distinction :

ell, I suppose it does . Canada is kind of a

curious country, you know, it was sort of hung together with some

sort of im ,rob ble and disparate groups by ir Cohn

	

prirari

tended because of being overshadowded by the enor ouc rowe r

to the south to identify very strongly with ;ngland, with _ritain ,

and the institutions that we derive from I,ngland ; the parliamentary

tcm, the sovereign and there was, oh a damn near I suppos e

hysterically pro-British attitude, I think largely explicable in

rms of anxiety about the overwhelming power, both economically

culturally and every other way, lying to the south of us . Of

ince then there's a great deal of Canadian self-co ny i once

link, maybe unfortunately, but that's the way thes e

identified with the efforts in two world wars .

cople often speak, and I think quite meanin gfully, o .f Canada

orld Jar One, where there was a sens e

achievement I suppose in the horrendous circumstances

developed during Jorid +ar One and equally in C orld ,'ar -wo ,

country made an enormous contribution . Canada had the third
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ar<7, est navy in the world at one point in world war two in term s

of numbers involve .

	

ou know that ' s an extraordinary trill:'=. t o

	

such a small population,

	

i n

it

	

on land .

	

suppo
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comparable group erhaps

	

did oven .ore in tho e

	

rns

would

	

tralia .

_Leeht : now did you stand on let's take one is -enac t in

toe Cuban crisis ; now 4resident Kennedy and the united state s

requested the evening before he declared his quarantine . ~<e sai d

ne wanted permission to fly missiles over Canada and John biefen _

banes, the l rime :;inister at that tine, refused it at first .

	

e

said well 1 have to consult .

bests

	

c'n't really l ncn : any of trio se dctai

in a vague way that

	

:iefenbaher had hind of waffled. as it

were, at that time of that crisis, to 1 suppose, the apprehension

as much as anything of our neighbours, but 1 think its an awfu

sifieant ±act that they tool: the trouble to consult or a: h

him .

nut it did find of capsulize the issue of in th e

name of defence that carada had perhaps not expect total sovc :-

sort of sovereign in the sense that . . .the united tat

gle, caulC afford to be . .re were always pnr t

nritish Commonwealth, `rre relied.

1 guess we do that anyway in treatie s

rink before Canada never had. been

in a en on

	

financed b

	

;land for man Y
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to be our principal means of defence . We didn't,
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excorted by a Canadian ice -breaker and was . . .that was as much a s

a

	

and assertion of that soverdnty o

remember right ,anada h d

	

offer

	

escor t

recall . she point i worth looking in to . so . . .

bnited Mates,

	

course, has always been very

iron, on freedom of the seas, shipping, its a considerable mari -

on their routes too.as was the case in

hundred or so odd miles out o sea off the cuast

	

ioru and

but they seem to have learned to live with that s000 0

the way thinees are going think .

_ __eechts to return

	

195 seems to be quit e

e -ent

	

year .

	

. have another fact : air crew trainine ea

filOVeC from :1OUr Syllabus .
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it . the reall r, three factors, they're not unrel '

vercy , eh related, Me introduction

	

all through jet

aininp

	

win,: stash

	

the costs of providing it, and the

ineffic ency

	

ovidin it on an interupted basis . eoupied.

rber:t2 :

	

el' i r ally' don ' t know the det-i's 0 but

	

think

I say,

	

I remember r

	

tha

	

what i

don't doubt tha- the find it intense i

to have their tuna eat- picked up a

that f think a decision to downgrade the pi s for the



503 ; 2 2 R. 7

air forcc,

	

2 . «e Sal cc : :..i.. 20 a he

	

in

232 tha t

i i£!2n0-

:%2-:-tr

	

riouc .

an da

a y curl. man %

:iarva 2J, Cher .:iol,-

	

'now

	

±20
make

there JRR no reason to/an al=

	

oh al-1, ,

of

	

o

on I. 22230».) '

	

c .3 . i

little

	

ra c i ,

in i§2 as if 2»2 »Jere:

c non:1 ,T;

	

t n

	

in:

	

.,

aY'r

	

C x2202

	

.

	

-,
t- a

n. 0'1; the

	

o

	

,: 30 a

	

C

	

C

'cc( '

ch-Li-7i,(7 .Ticl:c

	

-h %rained, 20 we e

t :tare . 209



503 ; 2-23 p .

co'?

	

their

	

ainin2.

	

trans7

7 2hor sh-t orfir? ce `a
r7

	

o , but

	

was

	

v ?

r

	

, of or 3o . 1:12-

	

1'-)a

t

	

i--, l

	

or ;I2

foc us aroun'l

	

Thou :

	

-,_ r e

P_ :ore

	

mcrin -urn.

T'- none,,hr ,l

	

hu, thin ,:

any

	

in

rt. ;

	

t

	

2 otas ,.'!ere

i2 h

el

c

	

oaons, 1 0

7r0 ,-,

	

On, ;

	

woo'

	

ILVerS -j .

:, .r.,
:, 7 '01 .t Start

	

t

	

th L

U .N .T .D . traini

	

wn o

	

r'ilt

TTIor:r'

	

-:

co .,.-1an( :+.in .-

u 1 on of



503 ; 2-2,

	

9

ou r- call, ,3

tri-

	

7ic :,arad- can i b :221

the Iln.l

	

,ro on :,

	

1',

	

)c1o.2,

inn R

airit on

	

da, b

:c

1er ::

	

vo u

3

	

Thjn .

	

o - ;
(DJ,



5033 -2-2 ., p. .1 0

-'ib ,Th

	

::o,', .

	

thin:: 't.;` .-.?

in

o _7>

out

214-

	

o:

)-'-)r c

	

-i I cv..

t



503 ; 2-2, p . 11



503 ; 2-2, p ., 12



503 ; 2_2, p . 1 3

v . .wGa1 ~ .

	

; .,jai ., u. .Y 1~i

	

. •

	

V a 3 o

L

	

r!

	

13 2

. ., U V ci_ .~ .i.o i ia. u .K . ._ 1. 1.ii .

	

: a: •

	

I1~., .

in a ~~)

	

~..'~ . ...

Li s

ioul



503 ;

	

p . 14



503 ; 2-2, p . 15


