Albert Lalthwaite :
Arril 20, 1974 Tape No., 1, Side No., 1

Interview No. 504

Lo OUr friends the snenmy from

acrogs the Permines., The pennines beling & mountain chain that go
down the gentre of Eritain,

3¢ where you cime from iz lancashire which is on the

ifer Liverpool, where the Beatles came from,
Iz that where you were born, in Liverpool?

About bwelve miles from there; in lanceshirs,

‘-g&% g@%ﬁ} “%% %f}}%}% eﬁ% # Eﬁai’%ﬁé@?i%%g

Hr, laithwaiter 1915.

Spechis What was your father's cccupation?

My father was a lumber merchant and had been a

plasturer by trade and when I was born, he was coperating o plase

tering business in S5t¢, Helens in lancashire with the beglnmnings

of & lumber yard and what they called a Jjobbing business, In
thoge days house repairing business which if you wanted & new
chimney on your house, you'd phone him and he'd quote a price
and do the chimney or bulld you a house.

P

s+ Vhere did your father import the lumber from?

=1 Well I think most of the lumber in IBritain was

from Scandinavia in those days. ¥We had & considerable amount of

plywood and I think that probably came from Cansda or from the

b&s . ]
United 3tates,



504; i=1s Te 2

You mentioned wvhen I was talking to you before that

had immigrated to Canada, When did he come?

I ¢hink in 1911 and he went back to Jjoin the

Which regiment 4id he join?

ithwaltes I can't recall, I don'*t know,

He joined the Army though for the war years?

The Army, yes.

! he remained in BEngland after the war’?

 he didn't come back, He had intendsd %o

but never did. He bought the beginnings of

the business then and the firvm is atill in operation. Uy father

gave the business to my elder brother who died guite recently and

the business iz now being run by my brother's son and his widow,

Where did you go¢ to schoel?

I went %6 school at Cowlie 3School, in 5% Helens

Its an old endowed CGrammar School. 4 Doy's

1 go to take vour training to be a

3*

az a teacher in the old plan as a

.

I left high school, I did two years

s a pupil-teacher with the 3t. Helens local
educative authority and then I went to College., I went to Chester
College and after Chester I went {o speclalist college and took

physical education which was a branch of Leeds University.

raical Tralning College it was called in those days.
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ts now Carnegie College of Physical EZducation, but its still in
the same location, Its in Leeds and is on the sanme grounds as the
city of Leeds Training College for teachers,
4 you specialize in physical education?
i don't know really. I'd always wanted %o be

cation teacher. I was

& fairly good athlete I supe
pose and played a lot of rugby football and I was just crazy
about things athletic,

meny years did you teach before the war?

Hell 1 graduated in 1936 and I %aught '35 and
of '39 and 40, until July, 1940 and then I was

med forces in July, 1940, Until thet

allowed %o get into the a
time we had been in a reserved occupation and I believe when I
did finally get in I was still in a reserved occupation, but some-

i
one at the air ministry must have been able to pull strings to

i

us in,

Why did you choose the Air Force?

I suppose it was the new thing, I didn‘'t, I was

& little less than steeped in tradition about the armed gervices,

e 5 z & o et .
783 in the Army. I probably felt that the Alr Force
was & new thing. Flying was a new ldea, that was probably what
sattracted nme, I think,

So what were the steps which led to your being sent

Fr, L Well the formation of
Alr Training FPlan, the lack of space in Ingland

flying training, I suppose the second o



weather in Canada was very much more suitable for flying training

in Britain and

Jaw,

consideration,..the

g stationg in the Cor

1 you come to Canada?

your main actlvities with the Alr Porcel

-
i

& member of the Administrative and
n duties were as a physical fitness

2

*
K8 i B

did as I zay, various ad

deslirable for 2 pilot?

thisz relste %o

g
e
o
ot

would have undere

don't think that there's

itness that one could say is

&
igth, If you got ri

f

nonent could you point %o,

E

stomach wall to maybe hold the blood in

ty good stomach an

3
o
5

G4

maneuvering

You see, virtually that's what a

i

=

k-4 % S b o ale % g EY
gpeed or high altlitude or even the

s
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astronavt work, they have & pressure sult which, when you'rs under

gneral structurs of

.

forces of ¢, holds the viscera and the g

the human body in the same place while you're under

E

stress, So i1f...1 suppose the earliest flying s

i

suits were, that was the main reason they were so

They stopped the force of gravity from displaclr
or making those orgens fill up with blood and empt

P o

organs of blood, For instance, when you pull out

blackout becauss the blood flows towards the botton of this

belly receptacle

and lots of people who have a lar

belly have a biz recertacle there and the lezs and so on and the

blood flows aw vom the brain and the reverse happens in an

can get red-out.

<hange the topic now

i

5,

g . ) . z "
While you were in Canada

what was your impression of ada during the war effort?

[

ite:r Of course I enjoyed it very much, I was

end what & good country and the idea of

bound in tradition or by tradition 1f thai

ion't know, 3But there was generslly an air of

TV T B T - M Blade £l
red mand sbhove 211 I found that the
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¥r, Laithwaite: Well I found that the program at Ridley College
was little bit traditional and the idea of the physical education
teacher did not suit my idea of what should be done and I resigned
for that reason, that I did not like the Jjob, I knew that my par-
ticular training would be more useful at U.B.C. because of things
like Znglish Rugby being prominent and my particular back-ground
in schools would be very useful and I thought perhaps that there
wouldn't be too many applicants for the job say of EZnglish Rugby
coach at U.B.C. 3o I wrote to U.B.C. and said I was in Canada
and was available and d4id they have any openings and by luck
there was an opening at U.B.C. and it was my understanding that
there was a short list of about six and I got the job.

Can you give me the date?

r, L vaite:r It was the first of July, 1947, was the date I
joined U,B,C. I% might be of interest to know that the person
who interviewed me on behalf of U.B.C. was Colonel Shrum, who had
been the Army C.0, at one time, was then Dr. Gordon 3hrum, who
later was head of the physics department and Dean of gre

aduate

studies, and later on Chancellor of Simon Fraser University.
Mr. Spechit 3o you were at U.B.C, in 1947, The following year
was when the Air Force Squadron started on campus, reserve squad-
ron, which you became involved in, could you tell how you became
involved?

Lajithwaite: Yes, I...l was always very interested in the

idea of training young adults after my exposure to it in the Air
Porce and I had been very keen to get a university Jjob for that

very reason, that the adult education appealed to me much more
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than the high school job, 350 when I came I was very interested
to find out whether the C.0.7,C, idea was carried on in Canada
as it was in Britain in the old days, the gentleman soldier idea,
I had some experience of that myself in England in the old days
when it was customary for the young fellows, men, to join the
reserve.

¥r, spechtt Did you...to go back, maybe I missed that, did you,
were you in an 0.7.C. in Zngland before the war?

Ho. I was a little too young at that time and

when I was away at college I went, they didn't have such a unit

at my colleges, but I had known 2 zood many young men who had
joined the reserve Alr Force in Ingland and had been interested

in i%,

Yr., Spechis Would you continue your story of how you took a post
with R, U,F.%

lir, Laithwaitesr Yes, well at the particular time I was looking
mainly, I suppose at that time, for something to do in the summer
time when one was free and I heard that in 1949 there was to be a
camp at Abbotsford for the western universities and although thers
was no establishment for me at the U.B.C. unit at that time, I did
make application and was taken on as & special...in & special capa~
city to help run the physical fitness program and the drill pro-
gram at Abbotaford in the summer of 1949, After that the ezta-
blizhment for the university squadron was increased to include

an adjutant or training officer and I wes then able to join the
UsZ2.0s unit., I don't remember the exact date of my joining, but

it sheould be available.
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Ure, Specht: Well you were with the unit officially in the year
hG - YEQY

br, Laithwaite: Yes. That would be the fall of 1949.

bLr, Specht: The Commanding Officer was Roy Heines, I believe?
Yr, bLeithwaiter Yes, Squadron Leader A, R, Haines. Roy had...
I don't remember now, but I believe Roy had been in the English
Department as a ssrt‘ef graduate assistant, I'm not sure. I don't
think he was officially on the professorial ranks, I don't think
he was an assistant profeszsor at that time. I think he was an
instructor in the department of English, tesching Znglish 100
type course and the reason Koy did not stay was because, I suppose
the lack of advance gualifications which would be necessary and
increased as the years went on in peace-time at the university.
So Roy went back and tock flying treininz in the Air Force and

got his wings I think,

2

ir, _Spegchts  How would you account for Mr, Hainses interest in
the university =quadron?

fr, laithwaiter Well he had been in the service during the war,
£nd wanted to carry on with it in the reserve capacity when he
came out., OCne must not deny also, the economic aspect., The
salaries were very low, Ny firet salary at the University of
British Columbia was 32,800.00 a yesar and that was 25 an ine
gtructor. Uy eslary was reized to $3,000,00 at Christmas as I
remember, in Christmes 1947, but it was lezs than 1'd bheen
living on as an officer in the servicea, It was less than I'd
been earning at Ridley College in 3%, Catherines., The zslaries

were low and...one had to leok for extra money.
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You'd be referring mostly to the summer training

wouldn't you, because the winter term was probably not too finan--
cially remunerative?

Ur., Laithwaite:s Ho. It was really to find an extra source of
income during the term, if you like, the night parade, dbut that
was a small amount, thirty-five days pay at one's rank per year,
as 1 remember, Aind we were paid at the rank we held, at the pay

that we would have received if we'd been in the permanent force,

arriage allowance, e did not get marriage allowance and,

but, otherwise we got the pay of a flying officer or whatever
nk we were, I was a flying officer in those da
remember, Flight Lieutenant I think. That's awful, I can't re-

ys, no, I don't

mamber,

Can you tell me what it was like getting the squad-
It had just started off on campus right?

Iir, laithwaiter Yes, Well, it was pretty easy for us because it

was just like stepping out of the war~time and carrying on with
our @aﬁ»%ia% work, 1'd been in officer training all the time,
virtually and it
back and do it again.

lirs Spechis How about organizing your parade night?

Well we had the facilities as the university had
so thoughtifully provided by the energles of the aforesaid Dr,

wasn®t a big jump at all it was very nice to come

Shrum, and we had a place that we could parade even in the rain.
We could parade indopgv

& in the armouries and we had enougzh class-

room space to do the lecture program. We were better off than
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most people because we had an officer's mess and we could have an
evening meal together before the parade and that was what happened
in the old days, The cadets who wished to could use the facilities

of the officer's mess, We had kiltchen facllities and we employed
& cook and we had an evening meal before the parade in our own
officer's mess.

lr, Spechir How about the syllabus? Vas this all detailed from

above or?

ir, laithwait Yes there was 2 rudimentary type syllabus, but
Alr Porce Headquarters, of course, were governed by facilitles
the universities had. I must say ours wers the best thet I heard
of. And some of the universitles 4id not have the sbility to do

gome of the training and were not so well off facility-wise as we

were, Wp also had a number of other professors on the campus with
gservice backgrounds, who wanted to carry on and do evening work
and come and lecture to the troops. Ve managed very well,

; Specht: I was wondering if you had & little more freedom in
getting things set up because the unit was Just starting up and
poseibly it wasn't so rigidly defined yet?

Yes, I think so, I think that by and large the

Alr Force was not so worried about the winter program as in the

gsummer program as we developed and I thought the Air Force, per-
haps, had 2 little better organization going from the point of
view of the citizenship training that the Air Force wasz able to
give to our cadets because in the Air Force, the cadets of all
universities were pulled together in one place and so the mari-
timers could meet the westerners and we could meet the Ontario
cadets, ZSverybody was mixed up and Canadians began to get to

know one another a little better because they were all in one
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place., The Army did not do that type...did not follow that type
of organization, they still followed the regimental idea, the
unit idea, where our group of engineer trainees would go to one
station and people of other trades would go to ancther station,
¥hereas the Alr Force all went together to the summer program and
stayed at one particular place while training, 1 think this was
a very fine thing for the citizenship aspect of the training.

42X, spechts During the winter term what were some of your
gpecific duties?

i
4,00
{0
L

Well, the adjutant job was the one when I first

End of Tape 1, 3ide 1
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The roll of henour and the book. I think these are things that
should be remembered., I'm not sure that the Armistice Lay
funection now, has the full impact that it used te have. Iou
see, I knew about two Armistice Days, if you like, and my par-
ticular period of time, I was born during the First World war
and knew all about it and was, it wes a part of my life and a part
of my father's life and so is the Second vWorld ¥ar, but the new
generation does not have that kind of experience at ell and I
+hink to remember what heppened, how U.H,C. grew up, what these
voung men at U.B,C, 4id in their day, how they went <o the war
and sacrificed themeelves, hung on to this little bit of land
we call Canada I think is important.

Vr, Svecht: What do you think it dees for pecple when you pre-

serve the heritage of the forces?

Br. Laithwaite: Well, I think its a good thing for us to know

how it all, how we came to be here and in the place we are and
what our forefathers did to establish this kind of a iife for us,
lr, Specht: So it needs the understanding of our present day

culture because they can see some of the origins of 1t, how it

develoned,

1 don't think the impact of history is as

apparent to the youth of the country right eway. I think proo-

ably history and tradition are something which leave thelir mark
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without you really knowing, but I think %o see a college like
Royal Hilitary College and realize where it is built and whose
feet walked on that piece of territory before and how they came
to build Fort Henry next %o it and how the particular wars were
fought and why the ships were sunk in the bay rizght outside the
_college, this iz all very, very interssting and part of knowe
ledge which everyone should have of how Canada came o be Canads
and not part of the United 3tates,

spechis Did you gzive lectures?

Mr,

fes., Ve had many lectures that went to make

up the knowledge which a young officer would need, ¥We used to
try Yo give introductory lectures on all the service subjects in
the winter time szo that our cadets would be at least not complate
greenhorns when they went into a station like Royal Military
College whers most of our summer 4raining was done in the early
days. The first year we went to London to an airport named
Crumlin Alrpert. Crumlin Airport, London, and i%s still an Alp
Canada station by the way, I think, although its =2 year or two
since I was back there. The second year we went to Royal Kili-
tary College and occupied their buildings while their own cadets
were out on thelr summer training on various units across Canada,
So we also, we did see the Royal Wilitery College cadets who were
not guite finished when we went down in lay to start our training
20 our reserve cadets got an idea of what kind of training the
permenent force regular army cadets at Royal Military College
were getting, and the zort of living quarters %ﬁéy 1ived in and

what they did, where they spent their time and what they did for
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recreation., Our cadets knew as well, which is & good thing, It
gave the average reserve citizen a lock at what permenent foree
cadets were going through, This was good,

spgchts  What topics did you deal with when you

to the cadeta?

gave leciures

Really almost everything they came across we

would cover what lectures are necessary about the admin' side of
Life, how you house and sleep and fead 2 number of thes armed

services and his legal entanglements with the civillian DODU-

s

lation, any implications of that kind., It often did happen that
some of our cadets were involved in a legal sense with the civie
iliasn personnel 1living around the sztations. This was inevitable.
Car accidents or boating accidents or whatever, things like that
happened, OSo there were a certain number of legal lectures. There
were a certain number of administrative lectures., There wers
lectures on how you survived on the station in the summer time.
¥hat happened when you put the uniform on. To whom were you
reaponzible in the legal sense and medical arrangenents in %%%m
summer time and just the process of staying alive in the service,
dr, Spechtt As Adjutant, how did you relate to the resident staff
officer? Weren't you kind of like being in administration, would
you be kind of between the resident staff officer and the nesds of
your unit? Is8 that correct or not?

ir, Laithwaiter Yes., I think se. The resident staff officer

was a permanent force officer, of course, and he dealt with any

communic®Bion between the unit and the regular force from whom
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