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longer enter the anaa ian orce e becaus e

e I°

d vice than I° d have qualifiedto het out .

x.sa... .:lecht / You wanted to

_1ri ko a ^ a oh yes .

	

o i joined the

erare - the old ' Iavy Navy' .

yr.;Dechts And where was your first post?

~Y z Yquni .'ell first of all I was sent down to Chatham

racks, where I remained about six weeks on basic training and

then they sent me to e'capa Flow to cool my heels up there and

I was at the ('yal .aval nick ,uarters i orth :eee for a year .

)eche Your duties were

	

Cad cal

amaze; entirely medical . a was in c ?arc of the medical

ward at the sick quarters which . . .therc were about 140 beds u t

there . iut its . . .we were three miles from the base and of tou r

there' : nothing very much in : capa ploor.

_1_	 Jec

	

c you would receive, I suppose, personnel wh o

:.a been injure d for example, in sea activities?

not '°r edieaily fit for full service so by that time I could n o

at that time they were

et into the ser-ehort of Doctors in e.nada .

:.	,,so	 'as

	

h e were also . . .we had patients from allY e

three services, but also, from the dockyard up there .

	

was

luite a lar: e dockyard pereennel .

.' .	 3pechts And after icaapa Flow what then?

Younj : After :.cas-?a elow they appointed me to the hospital
Gerusaler_ ne

hip called the

	

which we couldn't find her whereabouts

for Tilt() a while . It turned out that she was be ,.ng refitted
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in Durban, South Africa . 3o I went out there by troop-shi p

and we then found that initially it was an army hospital car-

rier which we were then told to alter into a naval hospita l

ship and bring it up to navy standards, because the navy felt

they had a higher standard than the army .

zc r 'hen you joined the Navy, why did you say you

chose the Davyi' Instead of the other forces?

,fell initially, my interest was with the Air Force .

However, I had some friends in the Navy, one particular friend

,3 .

	

.was Johnny Stubbs who subsequently got the but

he was lost at sea off the Normandy Leaches, and. I dortt know . .
where

I've always liked the sea and that's

	

I ended up .

•F^e41s After you went back to :urban, after you had th e

ship altered, where did you sail for ?

xis Seas ;ell we sailed up to a;auritius and then across t o

Freemantle in Australia . ye had to . . .we picked up our crew in

Freemantle and there they couldn't supply us with oil . • e

couldn't tie up alongside because there was no berth so they

sent us down to Albany and going into Albany we broke down an d

limped into there . do we spent two weeks in Albany and subse-

quently we -ailed to elbourne where we remained five week s

having further repairs done due to the rather poor workmanship

which had been undertaken in =y outh Africa . And then from ther e

„ sailed for Jydney where we spent five days and then up t o

the Admiralty Islands which is a degree and a half south of the
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equator . ee remained there for two months . During that time

we excelled ourselves by having a fire on board so that we nearly

had to abandon ship so that everyth

	

went wrong that could

with that particular ship .

ai._1rachIs How do you spell. the name of that ship?

Xsmws Gerusalemme .

Jhat service did you see after these incidents?

	 Youngs :'ell we left the Admiralty Islands bound for Hong

Long and arrived in Hong zong . e were the second Hospital

hip in there, arriving four days after the Japanese surrendered .

But the original idea of the hospital ship was we should be in

a fleet train based on Australia and servinj as a supply train

to the fleet .

	

had a water ship, we had provisions ships, w e

had a repair ship, we had a hospital ship and so on . she idea

was that we would sail up from Australia take off the sick an d

wounded from the various ships stationed up there, provision the

fleet, go back to Australia and carry on in a sort of circular

fashion like that, but it never worked . Because the Japanes e

surrender cane before it really became effective .

	 .ng4ls -hat did you do when you were docked at Hong io n

r

	

ell for the first four days we didn't do anyth

very much . iobody was allowed ashore . de were then sent on to

Hainan where we picked up krisoners of ,ar, mainly from Dutc h

Last ;,;uinea and Australia .

	

were supposed to take then acros s

to amanila, but we hit the tail-end of

	

typhoon and then had
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to return to Hong Kon . On arrival back there they had assured

we had already dropped our Prisoners of ;ar . 7`e had them all on

d and there we were .

yid you see any of the radian. Prisoners of

thoee who were captured in Hong

XQuns Po . They'd all left prior to that .

I

	

s shat were the major medical problem s with the

s you carried?

Starvation, Seri-i3eri, :.alaria, and L)y .;entry .

x 2agls Those were conditions cornen in the Pacific Theatre

weren't they?

'r t

	

s Y eas . The difficulty there sue.: there

	

elixteLe .

of di;eases in practically every patient . ?he worst . . . the once

in the worst condition were the ::=etch who'd allowed their

morale to fall . Probably the finest were four hurkas who in .-

;fisted on coming up the 7ang

	

and saluting and they literally

fell into the ship, but most of the others were brought aboard.

on stretchers .

e„s T suppose malnutrition would have contributed a

_treat deal to the diseasos?

s Oh yes . `s.`hoy'd been satin- anything and every-

thing they could get .

:a.. . s 'g hat did you do after this, after your

rs.	 puns =ell we were then sent back to Freemantle again

we were look jng forward to C1hristm in Fre nantle in 19k5
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they decided to give us our sailing orders and we sailed out of

Treamantle on December 23rd which upset all our arrangements for

istmas . 'ohs time we were bound for ingapore and I left the

ship in Angapore, but I tried

	

get back to Canada via o

gong and across the Pacific to Vancouver, instead

	

that they

3 nt

	

Lombay and through the tied - 3ea an the iodiuorrancan

aero s the Atlantic to .eland :14ore I sat for two months

before being repatriated to Canada again, across the Atlantic .

	 ,':;Deptlts And where did you first sot 4.e in Canada when you

returned?

fell initially I was lool

	

for a job I suppos e

picked one up in the Children'

	

lorial

	

7,it

on r , were I started in August, 19 '

1 _fore we go into your involvemcnt .0 i

12unzi I'm a liar! It was August 1946 .

Au,7ut '46 . Before

	

go into your involvement

wit] the reserves I just want to get the dates of your major

dical posts after this . You were in Lontreal approximate

loa long?

2r,"Igumas 'Ughteen months .

	 techts And then I believe you were in Baltimore?

2r

	

uuas Yes . I was down at t:ohn iiopkins Hospital as

assistant physician

11 this kind

	

a special assignment?

Yea . 'his was specialty training particularly
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diatrlc cardiology, ;which is heart disea c in children .

locu s How long were you in tialtimo' e ?

_,
'is

;,z Gosh . . . : wish I could remember . It was another

.igiteen months .

r	 p .~s Do you have any memories of the city?

z Baltimore? Yes I have ;plenty . The city's changed

;rat deal since that time and Johns Hopkins Hospital ha s

changed a groat deal as well .

A . . r. z

	

yid you have a good time there?

4_1t z Oh I enjoyed it, but the humidity was too much for

ie, It was in the spring particularly . . .the summer the humidity

J_readful .

..Qtds

	

you feel a cultural d fference in Baltimore

com pared withngland. or Canada?

f7z You moan medically?

.o: ... '. 41 1 No I was thinkin ; mcre . . .well the people you met .

,.r attitudes .

,gs...Law Fell of course, you've got a large negro population

in 1saltimore so that a considerable proportion of our patient s

we negroes either from the local city but, of course, in th e

a °ticular job I was in they were being referred at that tim e

from all over the world including Europe .

L__;;pgahlz And when you completed your tour in Baltimore

:where did you

uazs Then I care out to Vancouver looking for opportunity
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an decided to start pediatric practice out here .

	 :,necht : ,Then you say looking for opportunity, this strikes

ne as a little bit strange because I would have assumed that

d octors would have been in demand then and you would have been

able to write away to some place and immediately eet real en-

ement to come .

YODE 1 oh yes, but then it all depends . You see at that

ti we had no medical schools in British Columbia so there were

tic - d mic appointments . Pediatrics was well . . .relatively a

juni or specialty and people hadn't become acclimatized to the

idea of thin mg about pediatrics . They were being treated by

their family ractitioner .

you plan all along to return to vancouver?

ouav ell it was between Vancouver and

	

land I sup-

:Before I came back here at the end of the war I applie d

job hexk at my old hospital and they short listed us and

of down to two of us left and one of them was a goo d

d of nine, Pat ;mythe, who was a South African, and he

re. ±roe asor of Pediatrics in Durban . He got the Xo and I

Ain't so I came back to Canada . As soon as I arrived in Van-

couvr I wondered why I ever left .

hy do you say that(

rs, y

	

‘ ;ell because of the scenery and general livini7

climate and everything else .
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_1R bl And when did you take an assignment at U .B .C . ?

2E4_12mzs July, 1953 I came on the faculty here .

_iiasls And you've been with them ever since . In an earlier

conversation you mentioned that you with tne . . .wh. .when you were in

fontreal you became involved with the reserve .

Yea well :first thing I had to do was transfer fro

to the

	

V .

	

which subsequently became the

R .C .E .R . and my initial appointment was to H . C . ) . Donacona .

	 3pnals by did you stay with the reserves after the war:

2rz,,;Y	 ~cgs -ell I don't know. I suppose I quite enjoyed the .

sort of atmosphere of the eard Room and the general esprit de

corps and so on . 1 thought there was still a job to do .

point

	

fact when 1 first landed back in Canada the medical

director general did his best

	

get me to transfer to the iJeraa-

nent force in Canada but I preferred to stick to pediatrics .

e	 7.)ut, Immediately after the war wasn't there some all--

certainty about the reserves? ,ve were switching over to r ee

time and there would be a great deal of organizational roblea -

Do you recall any of that?

2re,,Youngs 'ell I had nothing to do with it because I was jus t

a junior medical officer at that point and . . . in '..:onacona . IAA I

thought at that time there was always a good opportunity I think

and

	

far as we were concerned the reserves were carrying ors.

r _Jxgstlt I say that because I know there war; some uncer-

tainty with the U .N .T . , exactly what its role would be and . . .
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,t„„.12U : Oh yes

	

can see that because the U .N .T .D . initially

all th forces, the three forces on carpus were desi ned t o

train officer:;; for the vraf and then then) ;iao no war .

gut there were still military commits ent a of sorts

the occupation, other treaty organizations, no I guess zd~, ` O

'z 3n•t start until later on did it, not until 1949 '
good

_' a No that was a

	

deal later on .

jhen you were in Vancouver you became involve d

• i th the re o erves i z '< al1couver didn't you?

~r

	

fl

	

ell Wha .i went to Laltiuore I had to get leave

of absence from the reserve fro 1 Donacona,when I came out t o

Vancouver

	

transferred fro n H	 => . onaccona tQ 1r . ( '*i . E . .i . :;i`3-

tivao .n- ei vi , l

	

:'iaco?e;y and taken on as a

f .c_a ow here in the sack bay .

ht s You said earlier that one of the reaaons you s vay ed

re er°res ao that ti ere ;ra3 still a. job to be don ,

cou you elaborate on that :

“ ea.l

	

that mat or I think there still is a job

to 3e -ciao bcoause I don't think . . .1 mean nobody wants another

%%',Ut I t~ yin% one

for

the Jays :ossibly to prevent another J

J;y
.L.F~ toopalF

	

.t.d of war .

1t a Tia is quite difi ere.it than the attitude of te r

'ar One ,

x ,; f ;~s C'h yes, buw +orld rar

	

was the war

	

end

already come through another one which was oven wor o

X don't know ;.shy 1 stayed in . 1 surror3e I quite enjoyed the
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le or

	

re ru

	

' ere eemin7 5n a

them .

e .LO

	

hen you started .th 5scovery P?rc,'4 you

	

0

-11 offirer with the

	

?

! lo, i it ally no .

	

medical offleer to

	

eov

:xee involved in just undertaking the medical examinatio n

T .D . cadets at the start of their year .

etween that and when you became the C.O . did you

have any other involvement with the U U .N .

with the a adets overlapped with my first year with the

none at all .

, You became involved In :y ea Cadets didn , you?

Yes . I was

	

C . to the ,7 a Cadets, R . C .0 e .

'tae _ Vancouver, for nine yeare .

	

fact the last year I wae

nould this be

Captain vaneouver .

Ca retain Vancouver?

'anddian

	

cadet O r,-

But their parade was at Discovery u 4

	

eovery

Yes they used Discovery facilities every eedne 7

evening . I

	

down there on Tuesday evening Subsequently I

Atreegn =mender and then on 4ednes

	

evening I was a

Lt . `she one in the Na I ,!eserve and the other in. th e

Can you tell me how you became C .O . of the



505t

	

3

Well th,re we,e two

	

, were "hoth ;T, r

CoNnEeld,..re and the other was ,:.;urgeon Commend . r core ,

fern( also aut from :)onaoona, "a known him for eeveral

an( when he came out there were two of us who were Awgeon

Coretan re at 71seovery and they couldn't really zhretif tw o

4. oh Co: meanders at that particular

	

a and it turned out

that we had both been appointed as ;urEeon Commandera on ion-

ti aly the same day. the only difference was that I was cones

fired end he wa acting . >a to clinically, was senior and i n

or to e't over the impasse about what to do with two 3ur,t

elandars they appointed me ae CO . U .N,T Z e

32 :t Ow Is 'they' ?

Dr

	

sell I' not quite sure who i3 'they' but one

the retiring 0 . of Diecovery who I think probably dream t

t%c ia,a and the other was the c: .

	

takihe over froe; h .i . m . pn

.you ex_ appoint -1

	

the

01'

	

you think that had so*rethfn to

	

with

that you v!are also

	

C . facultyd?

2EI.-K22UZ :

	

it could have been I suptose, but I think th e

Nun:her ne factor was the fact that they didn't .1 :now what

with two surgeon Commanders .

az_-zaghto How did you feel about becoming c. O . ?

6tz_KputIz3

	

all I didn't know anything about it to ben i

until one of the officers phoned uh and congratulated me on 3

ae,toint.e t and I just inquired :,hat appointment? ,,nd he he
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en . niom :) o mL, appotmont .

d :a o in the

	

maoii •

ion you realized the mums an os

	

4.i,

oion?

sQn-1 ,voll it was a promo ion ia a stay .

	

fr,:

point

	

rank . I ;taint ind th e

It ca,rtainly

	

problems and adef

ell, more g ,,n e

rol ,.:. of 1 e

wea

tc loo- at the a

	

is

	

or the. C O.

r!.'

	

tict'

	

1±1 r to ',r ., :.Y

	

cudan-v

oJ

	

in the r EE:rve forc-e2

	

This mealy tha

r:ntk.al for you

	

try tc ma

ow,

	

t alni

but irtipatly involv

	

think

try to select a candi

	

3ivi1 ,

	

a younL Etud.c n~

	

'or

cours

	

na. val

w5oh
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-on- with the forces . This applies to all three forces

although I suppose we had the reputation of maintaining a highe r

standard of discipline than the other two .

ems How would you account for that?

ell I don't 1:or though 1 suppos

	

:1ecends a

reat deal on the C: . O . an on the Officers and whether you re-

ard it a :i being a serious business or not .

Of course you were different than th e

which was not a Reserve in the sense of . . .

	

s

	

he 0 .0 .T .

	

were train ing

	

eserves .

...t ,22g.41V They would have had Reservo,las part of their Es-

tabs ishn n

	

.t a

	

;ne, ide

	

e .
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196c an efficiency wart eye-ten was eye' UL; .

you know how that came about?

. ell this originally was . . .there were at that tim e

about tan t .L .T

	

divisions across the country and it was de-

cid d that it would be a nice thine'

	

have an. efficiency trophy

awarded

	

the best division in the country each year . I think

the funds

	

purchase this trophy were derived from U .

	

per-

sonnel . The suge:e tion I think, came through the

sion in amilton .

_o you know how they established criteria for

efficiency?

ell . easically we, o.f course, e ' to la:-reports

to headquarters through the year and then in the course of the

year an inspecting!, officer came out from uhe east, or for that

matte,. I suppose he went eas to the eastern divisions and ho

ine ecteC? all the

	

divisions across the country . And all

the papal work was reviewed and inspected at the t me, all th e

orts,

	

administration and

	

inally there was a

grade, inspection and parade by the inspecting officer .

e.king into account also

	

success or otherwise of the ca d

in their eurt-er training her the cadets from the divisions ;ent

either the east or the west coast and they were enploye d

i the summer month which was during the (sumer vacation from

university and they erved in various shi ps or various ostablis
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ments around theecountry .

this inspecting officer have a chance to ac-

quaint himself with the gun rooms through the mess activities

of the cadets?

i2-s-XiatUE s Oh yes . she also reviewed, for instance, the mihute s

the gun room meetings, but invariably

	

would have . . .he

would speak to all the cadets, sometimes on the drill deck and

certainly in a more informal fashion up in the gun room .

;'Mechl 30 he had the chance to observe the state of th e

l.ul room?

2U12Z I

	

3

	

He l d be there as our guest .

Mae gun room was run differently than the off c i

the Army or the ir Co co ,eraen it?

unas .ell yee because in the Army and ': he Air .L, oree the

cadet, the officers, they were all in the same mess, whereas

with the 6 .N .T . . the ,g.un room was separate from the ward room ,

he ward room being the officer's mess . he cadets had their

c :,n mess which was the gun room an they were expected to run it ,

that the president of the gun room mess and his executive were

'onsible to the C. _O . for runni the re e. As

	

was not

permitted in the gun room e7 :cept by invitation and that a :plied

all the officers in the i

2zechs The cadets themselves thou,

	

had the rank off" su

It . didn't they?

o, no, They were just officer cadets . Then ,

tially, after officer cadet, the next stage up was mid-shipman
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then sub-It ., but in point of fact when the Reserve element o f

the U .N .T . graduated they graduated and became immediately sub-

fit . in the reserve . The N T . you see, wasn't entirely

serve . ee had three components in the U .N

	

There was the

0

	

which were regular officer training plan . They were

trained for the permanent force . There was the Celle

Training Vlan, which consisted of ratin ee who'd already be

trained in the navy, who were considered to have officer pote ,

tial . They were sent to the university at the expense of th e

	

al and were taken into the U

	

and continued their train-

ing ultimately graduating as officers in the permanent force .

	

And then the third were the U .I

	

e third class was the

who were all univer

	

stug_ ants who entered the divie

A= entirely on a voluntary basis . And the idea was they woul d

train to join the Canadian 'wa.1 Zeserve as junior officers .

Jould this mixture . . .what was it like having th e

	

ore ea Toned seaman of the C .

	

in the university establis

h ent

1 ell sometimes it was a little difficult because

they were well aware of the ways of the Navy and the ways o f

e ettinp, around certain regulations and co sometimes it was a little

.they sometimes tried to pull a fast one, now and again .

and large of course, they were older too than the other cadet s

aany of then were married and had families and so they were

3-ea .. likely to take an active part in the mess . And the 5 .0 .
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the U . N . `" S . D . they were both roughly the sane age but on e

was basically a civilian and doing volunteer work and the othe r

was an officer under training for the permanent force . Bell

they tended to segregate a little bit also . fine of the prob-

lems was how to lot the three factions together into one unit .

they started the proficiency award system L

this . :J . C . won the trophy five of the eight years they had it .

_1

	

;;ae quite a good record.

Yes in point of fact . . .the first inspection that

had when I was C .O . we were rated as being very poor and then

the next year we won the proficiency trophy . They never used

let us win :lord than two years running somehow or other but

er ew; , until the very last ,year, the trophy never

t

	

t o Jinnipeg .

•ws, ., -c~~ : How would you account for this ?

Y9ungt

	

e l we were top dog, obviously .

e You said that you weren't when you started, that i t

oo _ a lot of work to get it to be a real passer unit to us e

4-

	

vy term, . . .

Y

	

m

	

11 yes . I had the misfortune

	

a rather poor

staff officer initially and he was replaced by , considerabl y

none efficient officer and we both got along very well togethe r

think we both had similar aims and that was to make the

U .B .C. the best in the coun try .

	 e	 t, How about the facilities at Discovery would they
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ar.a.-X911rla jell yes . 4e trained entirely at Discovery fors

about the first seven years of ray command until unification cam e

along and then we were ordered out to join the other two units

on the campus . But my fooling was that we should continue to

train at Discovery because that was by and large the only ea

pooure that the cadets had to the Navy apart from their suaa ,

training . Likewise, l think it probably stimulated a more brie! :

competition with the other two services . t were, at the en _

the year there was a tri-service parade held out at the uni-

versity and I used to tell my boys they had to be a damn ai i

smarter than the Army or the Air .Corce .

1959- (obi-lie wou dbe your second year as C .

they tarteJ started what they call familiarization eruie e

oued you describe than

rl,,_ 'Ag,Aags

	

basically this was just sort of a recruiting, . .

e,

	

:hat we used to do, we used to have a number of tae otu-

wits applying for the U .D . o . and we used to take them ou t

ar awe for a destroyer and take them out and up Aowe Oound o r

out into the Gulf for a day's outing; so they could have a li ;tie

oft of a look at the 1;avy and see what a destroyer escort l000

like . ::hey quite often put on quite a good show for us .

ai'91t have two ships sometimes and they'd transfer a man by

areochea buoy from one oh to the other whii.e at sea. On wroth

occasion we had a rendezvous with a helicopter which landed o n

& dec.: and took various students up for a short flight and
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lower 1 to twenty in the U .N.

	

,air .

	

c: invited, as a rule, .~cT,so of the Arw and th e

ores officers along with us and I think they were a littlo

vious of our recruiting tactics .

	

c

	

his was in 1960 and this time your quotas re?̂

' . .D . r 3 I wonder was there still

this to attract cad Ito'

. Basically it . . . the quota of twenty applied to

twenty i year and as it w°1aa three year traininc aro rran this

axe 4 you had sixty U .' . . cadets over and above that in the

d the C .T . . so that the . . .at its top strength J:

st m poao wc probably had a unit of about 110 cadets . But we

a yJ ai r:or.r applications to the U . w . w .J . than wo could

aecand „o then came a process of selection and ao .could t

_3twenty-four in -tepteabsr anr'. then by Chrl tea : tint?

,could bo weeded dorm to twenty .

Could you say then that the familiarization crruisoa

ore 'cc attract cadets so you would have the best to :h000aa

from, t?7u boat candidates . . . ?

ur Yes the more candidates or the more applicants you

the better chance you had of setting top quality .

I'd like to turn now to the official history

he

	

which you had printed . In the preface to this his-
tory it days '' quote” . . .well just proceeding-; this quote you men-

tioned that you were optimistic about the unit but to consoli-

date the unit It is necessary that the importance and the suc»
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orea.ni eation bo :ought h'o'_'10 to as ;Jai-1y oo ,)lo as

oossib .e ."

	

do you think that this is noes r

.un ' well, a lot of people didn't know what the U .1:

• .mss all about including of course, a lot even in the Laval ,te-

)rve . They ,?aren't sure what the objectives of th e

were and again it was with a view to sort of enco ra:';.-

=ro active participation and a better quality candidate a.a

the i!av~al trainirr . If nobody knows what its objectives are or

hat they're tryto do its very difficult to attract ,00d

ua .ity .

fhji ow did you do this? Aow did you advertise the
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