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know, maybe we would spend about the same amount of time in =&
pub ag they do now, I couldn't tell you.

Specht: Did you belong to campus organizations?

Mp, Turner: Did I belong to a campus organization?
Mr, Spechi: Tes.

, _Turper: Well, I played basketball, I belonged to the

Ubegsey staff,

Mr, Spechi: The newspaper?

Mr, Turner: Yes that's right. Well I belonged %o +he Big
Block Club and I belongzed to the Arts-igsie committee and a
few other things llike that, sure.

echt: Another feature of 1930's was of course, the in-

creasing international tensions. I wonder how you...what you

ercelved az a student st this tinme?

g

Mr, Turner: One function I forget to mention., We had a lot of

de' down through down=town

fun once a year, we had a ‘*snake para
VYanecouver. You've heard of that before?

pechts No I haven't.

&

%ggrﬁarna?s The university officially frowned on such activities,
but it would happen once a yvear as part of the freshmen initiation
program. And we would have a snake parade through the downtown
Vancouver and most of the moving cars would stop and the street-
cars would get pulled off the tracks and so forth. And the
student president would demand that we not do this any more and

gorforth.
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Mr, Specht: SInake Parade! What was that?
Mr, Turners Its Jjust a parade through the downtown streets of
Vancouver, Just celebrating part of the initiation program, or
hazing in those days it was called.

Yr, Spechi: Why the term snake?
e &

r, Turner: Well because we meneauvered in that fashion. It

was very unofficial and frowned upon and I'm sure it didn't do
the public relations department with the downtown

sorry, you go back to your other question.

I'm wondering what you perceived of international
developments in the *30's.
Mr, Turner: Well about the only concern was the manner in which

&

ugsolini were arbitrarily zoing in on

Hitler, particularly and
countries, Nobody was apparently stopping them., This wasn't
right. The bigzest probable thing was a sigh of relief and

that would be the way to express it I gusss, when Chamberlain

went over to Munich and came back and sald we were having peace

in our time and we believed him so...why shouldn't we? There
was that, there wes also the realization that most of us were

very =zocial reform consclious. There should be better ways to

L

overcome some of the problems in Canada., Those were the days
when either you became a liberal rather than a...perhaps a very

ultra~conservative in your political thinking or you became more
radical and Jjoined different kinds of organizations that were
gtarting up, whether they were Soclal Credit or C.C.F. or what-

ever,

Mr., Specht: You were sort of politically asctive groups then?



5

« Turners Oh yes, Ulost people were talking about things like

that. Theyv were worried about jobsz really that's what they
were worried sbout. VWhere were they going to go when they were
finished? You know, this was very real and it was perhaps less
true of those in the professions than it was in people in Arts,
even Arts and Commerce, because there weren't that many business
openings for Commerce graduates in those days.

Hre Spechtt You didn®t join the C.0.T.C,

My, Turner: Ho,.

Why not?

Mr., Turpner: Well in high school I wouldn't even Join the cadet

corps at that time., I was under the impression that World War
One finished all wars and I was very pleased %o hear that., I
thought there should be peace so I wouldn't even jJjoin a cadet
corps., The second reason was in U.B,C., I was far too busy in
ny opinion to be joining anything other than what I wasz doing.
Basketball practice was two or three times a week, the games
once & week, the Ubyssey came out twice a week that was the
student newspaper which I was involved in and make-ups and

information on that pluz a certain amount of part-time job,

because I got & downtown press Jjob as well to supplement ny ine
come 5o I didn't really have too much additional time even if

JUan %%1% i“ssgéa«?gi;;

But you Wouldn't;hayﬁesaﬁgg of your attitude?

« Turpers No I don't think so, I think basically I wasn't

s s

interested in it no. I had one or two friends who were in it.
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Sgt. Mjr.s are in the Army say. They were goling through uni-
?%%%iégi 1 glommed onto thosze fellows for instruetion, for
training here in the wintertime and the key to the rest of it
was the up-grading of the summer train g program, ¥We got through
the D.N..R, Herbie Little and yakking at the people down in Ottawa,
Ho question in my mind., And we were lucky in that we had the
gun room and this wag a tremendous thing., You know we could be
pretty choosy because the gun room...the navy cadet is part of
priveleges ,

the Reserve and entitled o all the ef a full junior
officer including whatever it is, Including beer or wine or what-
ever, and his own place, I would stronly guspect that this had
a certain definite appeal %o certain people on the campus., The
tri-gservice cormittee later on I would agree to that, but not
initially. I think the support given by Dr. McKenzie, by the

Eric Hamber
former chancellor and others who gave - I forget how much
money they gave towards that gun room personally, but the cadets
went around themselves and got...the navy cadets went around
themselves and got that physically, pergonally., And they went
down and bullt this thing and that's where they were on zocial
functions the U.N.T.D. cadets were there. That was theire head-
quarters from week to week in the wintertime, It belonged to
them, They had their own lock you know. So ne I...I think the
competition between the services, if you put it that way I would
agree that that was good %06. Sure we would try and
and we took our turns in the %?iw§§§¥iﬁ% sense, yes. And the co-

operation that we got from talking to one another sure, all those



things,

chte
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How about the existence of %he Ce0.T.Cs would 1%t have

perhaps provided an example of here was z unit on campus which

was being very successful and this would have given you some

kind of,,.something to refer to when you were startin

T Oar M o7y
%;E‘%g;;g}g

May 1

Mr, Turner:

heartily the reason being that I

interject here,

the

da

after the war,

Now I disagree with that

2

m %gitﬁ t}@% g&%g §§ é{;é@is f:e&gt

Discovery which was a complete naval egtablishment and I said

look you pas
night right?

he said right.

here and me sit in your chair and me take over as

ade on Tuesday nights that's your regular pa
And this

£

rade

was first was MeDonald's bredecessor and

I said well alright now why can't we come down

Ce0s on Honday

nights for our parade night and my counterpart as an eX,Usy aXe

ecutive officer =it ir

over in the communications chair snd we just aidq,

1 the Ex,0.'s chair and the si

wl officer

When we take

over the base on Monday night why can't we physically take over

all the office space just

"Contrary? Carried"

ety

the same way as it is now? And he said

we gimply moved in to = complete naval

reserve unit and each of us serving in the Navy knows all about

what weble supposed 4o be doing and all the procedure snd drills

i

and everything else was automatic. We didn't need any reference

to 0.T.C. or Alr Force for any of that
know what to do with

wag laid down by the department, you know, by the Naval

noet by anyboedy else,

it

%

.

gtuff at all, I wouldn't
« MMy program or our program in training

Service

F el . - % . 2 "
50 If you were a cadet we had our own
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selection board no reference...we didn*t require...we finally

had trevelling selection boards which was all Navy. Ve had no
non-naval people serving on the selection board., Why would we?
36 that ezch,..if you were the executive...Jerry Levey was my

Executive Officer to start with, he was in the Ex, 0.'s office

i

C.3. Discovery,that's where he went.every night. So it

was very simple, no necessity...because our training was done

not on the campus at all, Ve didn't do any

training on campus,
We did 21l the training down at Discovery in the wintertime with
the odd exception, I might say well webe going to have an odd-
ball drill session in the armouries with the permission of the

0.,7.C, tonight. But otherwise no, we did all our tralning in

«CeS5, Digscovery. We even used thelr

o
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time, see, We had permission to use that 86...I'm not knocking

the C.T.C, at all when I say that, but we survived and we im-

proved by working together, sure, We sold I think the students

enerally more in interesting themselves in the service life

and +the routine and what they could get out of it, by working
together and we enjoyved this and we were very proud te be part
and parcel of the tri-service parade and ball,,..and certainly I
take my hat off %o Geordon Shrum and Dr. McKenzie and Cel, Letson
and all the rest of them in the Army. They started the thing

in the firest place, There wouldn't have been any U.N.T.D. without
Prof. McIlroy o¢ut there in the first place., Its different,

we were lucky af¢er the...its a different type of crganization.
The Army was never and is not now a part of the Reserve as such,

Thet's the difference, And the Army monies out there in the
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trust fund had to be set up, they ml %o set up a special trust
fund whieh Cel., Shrum can tell you all about separately, well
that's not true of the Kavy, The money in the Reserve, it doesn't

10t of

matter what part of the Reserve it comes from, its all ]

¢he Naval Reserve. No matter where it is in Canada. You

sctually belong to the auditor for that. .« Lot some separale

deal over here, But the poor 0.T.C. in World War One had
e a

collected waived pay, but they had to give it %o the Army in

the end, Colonel Shrum  eovercame this by setting up a trustec

armouries came from on the campus, which

plan, That's where the

sgtee’s plan. Which included

with the wey money was waived:. into that tr
the Navy students and the Alr Force students was not very much

money, but in terms of the money or whatever in the Haval Reserve
its a different set up., I believe that it made it easier for us.

 for us because we were under only one thing and that

was the Naval routine whatever it was and as soon as you got
under the Department of Havael Heserves then we &ll knew whe we
came under directly in the lNavy so maybe we would get no help at

g, but that's what we

all in swmmer training or winter trainir

came under,

iy, Spechts I would think though that the precedent of training,
M

of officer training in the C.0.T.C. would have been of value.

miversity / university people who had been working with the
officer's training unit.

I don't know what you want me to say about this
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If you want to say the example of men like Halnes, & good
- . . . _ ., Bonner | ,
friend of mine, or Ray Herbert or Bob = . or Harry Letson or
Harry Logan or pecple Like that could be an example, sure They

I T % o s LFE o g % ) p .
were all terrific examples, but as far as officer training in

the Navy is concerned you'll never, ever, ever hear any Navy

b
fote
£
i
;««z}
.
et
4¢3
mﬁ«
(&
3

"

v believe that you could train them

iy better than the system that they have. That doesn't mean
that they can't work with other people or have enjoyment with
the other people, but...and it doesn't mean any difference in
the quality that any one of the services are looking for, but

T Sy P "3 # 2 2 Y 2 e ,§"$ 3 s Ay Sy g £ Ea 3 Ao %
I'm quite sure the Air Force felt things exactly the same way
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we did. They could train their men the way they wanted because

Sy e pon s v %Y < 3 5 2 [ | R S S TP
they were going to fly and they had thelir own Training. L0ey
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don't require some of the procedure drills that serhaps the

Army does, And I'm quite sure 1f you talk to an Army man the

&

orly kind of officer traimng plan that's worth anything is the

sub81duar1%% you didn't

Army plan anyway. The rest are all
nave this pride of the service drilled inte you and your own

ifficulty inculcating any pride
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If you want to say the example of men 1like Haines, a good
friend of mine, or Ray Herbert or Bob Bonnegr Harry Lesson or
Harry Logan or people like that could be an example, sure. JLlhey
were all terrific examples, but as far as officer training in
the Navy is concerneé you'll never ever ever hear any Navy
person at any time in history believe that you could train them
any better than the system that they have. That doesn't mean
that they can't work with other people or have enjoyment with
the other people, but and,..it doesn't mean any éiff&feﬁ@@ in
the guality that any one of the services are looking for, but
I'm guite sure the Alr Force felt things exactly the same way
we did, They could train their men the way they wanted because
they were going to fly and they had their own training. They
don't require some of the procedure drills that perhaps the
Army does. 4And I'm quite sure if you talk to an Army man the
only kind of officer training plan that's worth anything is the
Army plan enyway. The rest are all SubSiqya%%?%%a didn't
have this mide of the service built into you and your own
ability then you would have difficulty inculcating any pride
of service. We had the best unit in Canada, I figure. IYou
tell Herbie Little that we had the best U.N.T.D. unit in Ganada
and he said yvou have the best one west of the Rockies. Laughter

Vr, Specht: In this period a magazine was started py the U.B.C.

My, Turner: Yes the cadets started it. It ran for about one year.



506y 1-24 p. 15

They started it up just because they felt that they would like
to have their own magazine to once a year to produce something
for their own selves, once & year, They'd take a look at it I
guess in the future and to describe what they did in the winter
time and what they did in the summertime and then we used this
magazine also in our recruiting grégxgﬁ, had extra copies made.
And we sold, again they did i%, the student cadets did it. HNo
one else,..we didn't do it., The cadets worked,..I approved i%
or otherwise in the end, but they did all the editorial work,
they did all the selling and advertising for the thing, It

wes & Iremendous experience and they did the writing as well,

the editorial writing, which was a tremendovus experience for

them as well., We got guest articles by the chancellor and the

rresident and so on., And they got articles from the other...

O0.T.C. and the Air Force units as well, vou know.

specht: You were C.0. in really the high point of the units

because,,..in terms of numbers. This is what I'm really saying,
Because the quota wasn't intreduced until 1954 - *55. And you
stepped down at that tinme,

Vr, Turner: HMaybe its only because again that the timing was

right, that's all, There was = great enrollment, there was &

much greater percentage of Navy people on the campus going to

school and even when they were finished you see, I wag able to

say well come on Jerry, vou're finished, but what are you going

to do. How about staying on as cadet officer? You know? And
Dayton or whatever so its not hard if you're working

you know, :
with them ... ask you to stay on. So they did, and quite
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& number of them actually, fellows like Peter Grantham
now stayed on the Reserve, A number of thenm stayed on the Rezerve.
Over the years too. Served many, many years,

spechts You did get quite a few going te the reserve, but,

of course one of the ressons for reducing the quotas though was
because they weren't sure they were getting as many as they wanted,

lir, Turner: That's right., It was a disappointment to the powers

that be  /tHe“BePRBefltages they got in the active reserve so I

said well okay your problem is that its difficult for a young

ng persons to, just starting out, he gradustes from

university, most likely he gets married in a year or two and he's

in a career and he does not feel thet he has the time to gpend

in the reserve and he sure can't take time ocut from his work for

5

four or five monthz of the summertime training. So on the othe

hand he is treined so if something does come up its not going to
) . to give them a

be too tough ‘refresher course,

Do you think that many cadets after they graduated

and got established would have perhaps started to come back to
the reserves?

Not very many, no. There's a valid reason its the

3

same with everything else, you know, you get married and you get

Ny

&

two kids around the house, what are you going to do? You're
going to spend more and more time with your kids and your Jjob.
bre Spechtt So how come you,..cean you tell me why you left
the U,HN.T.D,7 What were the circumstances?

1 served from *46 to *54 I guess and I guess I had
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