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The Luw of the Sea Conference i producing o sadeal transloeriaens of 1l
traditional rules of Tuw reluning tothe seus. Forover 3000vegres the Law o 1he s
based an twe simple concepts, e principle of staie seacrcieniy aind e priipls o
the freedom of the high seas . Since the ome of Grots e miernationa oot
has agreed that coastal states may asaert full sovereienty oner o narrms sz [ It
uf the sea adjacent fo the cogsl. B ervihing ¢lse 'n.:}nn-;f wors s adered to b lngh
seas sthpect t complete reedom of nuvigation. fisheries, and ather uses e huding
thirse Tor mihitury purpaoses.

During the past two decades. this rather simphistc approach, vable el
effective for s umes, s o loneer adequate i the Leht o mew wechnaodoss amd nes
uses of the wea which have permitted freedom of Dshmg fo become o boenoe b
averfish, and freedom of navization w become a livence to poliule BEven the Pasi
dowtrine af Mayg state juosdiction wherehy only the stide of tegistey of aves-cbweuld
have uny Junsdiction vver 1t ans w here on the hegh seas las been guestioned, amld the
suggestion made that flag wule qurisdiction should camy wath o g sale
responsibility . Demands have been made particularly by deseloping countries for .
new basis for allocation of resources whach sould enable the Tess posagrful ~tales . us
well as the mugor mantime powers, 1o harness the Ivng resources ol the seas Lo
enslre sonverelen fghts vver the men-lueng resources of the see adjacent o coasdal
states. and o establish necessars tights and duties W enable coastal e o
presamve the Nanne SNVIrnmenn neur thewr shores.

These pressures have resulted in the creanon of the concept of the voomanti
zone pursuant o which coastitl stites weould have sovereien nighis oaer e Inong
resources of the seo up o distanee of 200 males from shore and sovereign nehis
over the resources of the conunental shelf 1o a distance of 200 miles or o the edge of
the continental margin whichever is greater. tweether with specitic forms of
jurtsdicion to enable the coastal state to take action v preserve the manne
environment and 0 ensure the orderly conduct of sciennfic rescarch within he
econnmic zanes. Side by side with the development of the voneept of the cconaimic
zone has been the emergence of widespread agreement vn o 12 mule terrional sea
coupled with a widespread recoenition of a nead 10 develop new rules with respect
to passage through international siraits which would be entolded by o 12 anle
territonial sea. These mights of passuge would provide for more freedem of
navigation than has previously existed ininternatonal strts. Foresangple,
submannes would no longer be reguired o navigate an the surtuce. The ather ngor
new concept which has emerged oot of the Law of the Sea Conference is that ol Lthe
common herttage of mankind. 1t 1s now generally agreed that there s an area of the
seabed bevond national urisdiction which should be reserved for esclustvely
peaceful purposes for the common heritage of mankind. While difficulties are sull

S

9

K




heing envountered il respoect fe the nane of the 1
imiernational seabed aren and the powers and funciions of the e e b anthens
witicl woould manaee the asea. the coneepl Hae ] 1w v ain the precess ol eyl
e g new principle af imernutional T

These new conccpls it now approaches tooshe Law o1 the Sea have
rrphications for all states. Land Loched as well ws coastal Thes are of paricatar

el reeime Ly e apphied 1othe

Interest 1o Canada, o country with the longest coasthine it the waorld, mchuding over

37000 isjands L1s for this reason that Canada his plased such anactive rale i the

Luw of the Sea Conference and the preparations tor it The pracbical conseguenoes

For Canadi wnd Tor the Canadian peaple are enerriads Thaswegh wreat henelits s

o derred. new commuiments el reguired Thess guestiems warrant sofia

comsideralon andd stwdy by ergamzanons such as Lhe Eneineenng frannte ol
anada
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