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OPEN FORUM ON THE LAW OF THE Sg4
CONFERENCE

Friday, 3rd September 1982
at 2:30 p.m,

Chair; Ambassador J. Alan Beesley

Professor Ceci] J, Olmstead

Explained the format of the Open Forum which was inaugurated a5 ap experi-
ment at the Belgrade Conference to deal with a topic of current importance i
the field of internationa] law. As Opposed to the other working sessions of the
Conference, the Open Forum is not the result of the work of a Committes, It
carries no report; there is no transcription of the interventions in the proceeq.
ings; and no resolution endorsed by [ A is taken. The topic of the Montrey)
Conference wag Proposed by Ambassador Beesley who chaired the Canadian
delegation to the Law of the Sea Conference. It was cnthusiastica]ly accepted

ten years of discussions, the Convention on the Law of the Sea will finally be
signed in 1982 in Montego Bay (Jamaica). Itisa major achievement i interna.
tional law.

The first Speaker was John Bailey, the Deputy High Commissioner of Aus.
tralia to C who was the Tapporteur of the firs; Committee during the
Law of the Sea Conference. Mr. Bail, i

signing the Treaty at thig stage.

The next Speaker was Sir Ian Sinclair, Legal Adviser 1o the Foreign and Com.
monwealth Office, United Kingdom, and member of the International [aw
Commission, The participants learned that on September 2nd, 1982, the gov-
cmments of France, the Federal Republic of Germany, the United Kingdom
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Professor Tullio Treves of Italy, who was 5 language group coordinator, ex.
plained some of the problems and advantages of the procedure.

Tom Clingdon, the Vice Chairman of the United States Delcgation, and Coor-
dinator of the English Language Group, presented the view of the United
States Government which recognised that the Convention Served the interests

of most countries, Nevertheless, the provisions on deep-sea mining did not
serve the interests of the United States. One of the most usefy] concepts in the

L. Retiner, the Former Deputy Chairman of the United States Delegation, a

partner in the firm of Dickstein, Shapiro and Warmn (Washington), presented

the United States point of view, especially as regards the determination of the
. ; bed.

Janice Schneider of the Uniteq States of America spoke o the environmenta)
dimension of the Convention, On balance, Provisions on the environment were
progressive, especially article 235 on liability for marine pollution,

Ambassador Beesley introduced the last speaker, Professor Jaenicke, of the
Federal Republic of Germany, and Legal Adviser of the Delegation of the
Federa) Republic of Germany, who discussed what could be done to overcome
the impasse created by the non-signature by the United States and other states.



