STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR J. ALAN BEESLEY

EEFORE THE COKFEREMNCE CN DISAERMAMENT

TULSDAY, JUKE 18, 1585

ME. PRESIDEKT,

MAY I BEGIN BY CCNGRATULATING YCU CK THE ASSUMPTICH GF
YOUR IMPORTANT OFFICE AND THANKING AGAIN YCOUR PREDECESSCOR
AMBASSADOR VIDAS CF YUGOSLAVIA FCR HAVIKG VERY SKILFULLY
CIRECTEC OUR WORK DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL. ALREADY MR.
PRESIDENT YOU ARE SHCWING YOUR ABILITY TC DC THE SAME DURING

THIS MONTH COF YOUR CFFICE.

MAY 1 ALSC TAKE THE LIBERTY OF EXPRESSING THE WELCCME
CF THE CANADIAN DELEGATICN TO THE DISTINGUISHED REPRLSENTATIVE
CF FRAICE WHO HAS JUST SPCKEN, AMBASSADCR JESSEL, AlD ALSC OF
ASSOCIATING MY DELEGATION WITHE HIS CCMMENTS CCKCERNING THE 1925

GENLVA PRCTCCCL.
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IKDEED, MR. PRESIDENT, MY PURPOSE IN SPEAKING TODAY IS
TC FMPHASITE THE IMPCRTAMNCE OF THE SINTIETE ANNIVERSARY CF TIE
SICNATURE OF THAT PROTOCCL WHICH OCCURRED YESTERDAY, O 17 JUNE
TO BE PRECISE. 1T 15, IN CUR VIEW, CF VERY CREAT SICNIFICANCE
THAT THAT PROTCCCL WENT SC FAR IN CUTLAWING THE USE OF CHLMICAL
WEAPONS AND YET FELL SHCRT CF QUR CCLLECTIVE ENDEAVCURS IN
ENSURING CCMPLIAMNCE WITH ITS PROVISICMNS. IT 15 ONLY FITTING
THEREFORE, TLAT WE SHOULD FAUSE TO TAKE STOCK OF TIIE SITUATICE
INSOFAR AS THIS LONG-STANDING ARMS CCNTRCL AGREEMENT IS
CCNCERKED, BCTH TC ACENCWLEDGE ITS IMPCRTANCE, AND TC LIOTE
CANDIDLY ITS VEAKNESSES WITH A VIEW TC ENSURING AGAILST ANY
STMILAR WEAKNESSLCS WHICH MAY OTHERVISE OCCULR IN THE RESULTS CF

OUR LABOUES.

I AM ALSC SPEAKING TC RE-EMPHASIZE TEEL URGENCY AND
IMPORTANCL CF ACHIEVING EARLY RESULTS 1L CUR NEGOTIATICNS CN A
CCMPREHENSIVE CHEMICAL WEAPCHNS CCEVENTICE. CEE CAN 1TAKL TLE
PCSITION THAT WE HAVE LITTLE REASON TC CELEBRATLE OHN TEE
ANMIVERSARY OF THE SIGNATURE CF TEAT PRCTCCCL IF WE CCKSIDER
REPORTS OF ACTUAL USES OF CHEMICAL WERPCOMS 1IN BREACH OF THE
PROTOCOL. AS WE HAVE EMPHASIZED, ALONG WI1TH MALYY OTHERS, ARY
RENEWED USE OF THESE DREADFUL WEAPONS LCNG AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN
COUTLAWED, RAISE A SERICUS CCECERM, NOT CNLY ABCUT TLE DANGER CF

TIIE PROLIFERATIOK CF THESE WEAPCNS, WHICH WOULD AILMOST




INEVITABLY EXACERBATL REGIONAL TENSIONS, AND LEAD TC A MNEW
DIMENSION IN RECICHAL ARMS CCHMPETITICK, BUT, CCNCERL ALSC ADCUT

THE LONG-TERM SIGHNIFICANCE OF BREACHES OF TiIIE RULE OF LAW.

IT IS, AS 1 UKFDERSTAND 1T, CCMMCH GRCULL TLAT CLUR
CHM-GOING NEGOTIATIONS 1N THE CONFERENCE OR CISARMAMENT ON A
CCMPREHENSIVE CCNVENTICN COF CHEMICAL WVEAPCNS, ARL MEANT TC
COMPLEMENT AND REINFORCE THE PRCHIEITICHN CN CHEMICAL WEAPCNS
FMECDIED 1N THLC GEMFVA PRCTCCOL AND MUST KCT I ANY WAY WEAEEN
COR DETRACT FRCM THE STATUS OR CELIGATIORL CF THAT TREATY. 1
POINTED OUT OF AN EARLIER OCCASICK, THAT WHA1 WE ARE SCEKING TQ
ACHIEVE IK CUR CHEMICAL WEAPONS NEGOTIATIONS IS OF FOUR-FCLL
IMPORTANCE: FIRST, WE ARE SCEKIKG A DISARMAMENT TREATY AMND NCT
MERELY A LIMITED ARMS CONTRCL MEASURE; SECCKD, WE ARE SEEKING
AN EFFECTIVE MNON-PRCLIFERATICL TREATY; TEIRL, WL ARE SEEEKIKG A
COMPREEEKSIVE TREATY THAT WOULD BAN DEVELCPMENT, FRCDUCTICN ALND
STOCK-PILING AND TRANSFER CF CHEMICAL WLCAFOHS WITH FRCVISIOL
FOR DESTRUCTION OF STOCKPILES AMD PRODUCTION FACILITIES, ANL,
MCST IMPCETAMT, IN OUR VIEW, APPRCPRIATE VLRIFICATICI; FOULRTL,
WHAT WE ARE SEEKING 1S A LAW-MAKING TREATY WHICH COULD HAVE
FAR-REACHING LEGAL IHELICATICES OF ITS CWI LIGHT WIIICH WOULD
TRANSCEND THE CELIGATIONS 1T WOULD LAY DCWH FCR ITS IMMEDIATE

PARTIES.




WE REMAIN COEVINCED THAT IT 15 POSSIBLE FCR US TO
DREAFT OUR PRCPOSED CCNVEKTION IN SUCH A WAY TLAT WE RLINFORCE
THE GEMEVA PROTOCOL AND IN NC SENSE WEAKEN IT. 1 WCULD REPEAT,
HOWEVCR, WHAT I SAID CN AN EARLIER CCCASICE, AKD I QUOTC "IT
WOULD BE OF VERY LIMITED UTILITY IF WE WERE TO PRODUCE A
COMVENTION WHICH LEAVES CPEN THE PCSSIBILITY THAT RENUNCIATICH
OF 1TS OBLIGATION WOULD ALSC THEREBY REMCVE ANY PRE-EXISTIKG

CBLIGATICK UKDER TEE 1925 PROTOCCL".

RISING INTEENATIONAL CCNCERN WITHIN AND CUTSIDE THE UK
STEMMING FRCM ALLEGATICNS CF CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE AND TIHE
CCONSEQUENTIAL ALARMING THREAT TO THE RULE OF LAW AND TO THE
AUTHORITY CF THE 1825 PRCTCCCL CCUPLED WITE GROWING FUELIC
AWAREKESS CF TEE PCTENTIAL FOR PROLIFERATICN ADD IMMEDIACY TC
OUR FFFCRTS TC REACH AGREEMENT OF AN LFFECTIVE,

MCN-PROLITERATION COMPREHENSIVE TREATY.

i1¥ THE MEANTIME IICWEVER, AS PCINTED CUT BY THE
DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE, AS AN INTLRIM MEASURL,
PENDIKGC A CCMPLETE AND VERIFIABLE BAN CE CDEVELCFMLET,
PRODUCTION, STORAGE AND USLE CF CHEMICAL WEAFOKS, IMPORTANT
STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN WITIi1l} THE Ull TC ENABLE TLE
SECRETARY-GENERAL TO INVESTICATE ALLEGATIONS OF USE OF THESE

WEAPCNS. HE DESERVES THE SUPPCRT OF ALL MEMEERS CF THE ULl I
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