
To Ike provincial Government of British CGlumbia.

Gentlemen,

UNIVEDRSITY 0141 BRETI,'H OCLUIZIA .

In making our Report and Award in this Competition, we

are conscious of the great responsibility devolving upon us .

The OPPOWtunity is unique, and is well referred to in

the Watructions as "a great one",

	

It we look back to Great

Britain as an example it is quite impossible to guage tile ,

influence for good upon busy centres which the recent

establishment of Universities has had. So much the more is

it of importance that tale buiidin6e,to be erected upon such

a site as is available, and likely to form such a precedent I
should be in all respects of the hi6test order of design,

planned and fitted in every detail to meet the needs and to

be worthy of their destiny .

The buildings will remain as a standard of the taste of

today in British Columbia for all time,

	

They are likely to

be commented upon or criticized the world over, and we feel

it j=Xxxz* has been imposed upon us to spare no paid 0,

reaching our conclusions and to permit no considerationyof
any kind to influence us other than those of the merits of

the designs submitted,

The site may justly be described as ideal,

	

It is so

in its coiwaanding situation upon the bay, in its natural

beauty and contours, which permit the most to be made

architecturally of its great possibilities .

	

It is so in its

comparative seclusion, so suitable to a home of learning,

and at the same time in its accessibility to the City,

The prizes off erred are almost on a scale of .lavishkess,

and ill competition ought to hivehttracted all the best talent

of the ciuntry.

	

It wya therefore a matter of disappointment



Gs well as of some surprise that only nineteen sets of desiE"S

were submitted, and of these, one could not be considered as

a serious effort .

	

Ove others were merely tentative, and of

t4ese one was out of order as 'being signed by the competitcrts

name .

We were therefore reduced to the consideration of tbirteen

schemes and one of these we had to reject as having marks of

identification upon it, which are disallowed by the instructions .

It uns therefore disqualified, even if otherwise satisfactory,

which was far from being the case .

Twelve sets were left from which tw, iaake cur selection.

I" other words one third of the whole number submitted could

claim prizes .

We are not able to point very clearly to the reasons whhy

Me response has not fulfilled our expectations . It may

possibly rest with the fact that design of this kind is of

a very technical character, and in the instructions, great

latitude was left to the individual architect .

The procedure adopted in dealing with the plans and

documents submitted was as follows .

14e parcels were opened in the presence of two of the

Assessors, and to each document disclosed was ixamediaLely

&Ltacned a nuiaber and the same number to the wrappings of each

set of plans submitted .

The sealed envelopes were then deposited in the Government

safe and were finally procured thence and opened in the presance

of all the Board of Assessors,

During the examination of the plans they were consistently

kept under a special lock fitted with keys held only by the

Assessors . Even the servants within the Building had no a cress

t o

	

t

	

om,

In dealing with tKe site, the Government have very clearly

natructi 'ne~tteir desire to make the mostlaid down in their



of the beautiful views which it commands .

	

We, concur entirely

in the soundness of this decision as to the treatment most

desirable . The 'best vistas have been correctly laid down upon

toe site-;plan which was carefully prepared to give in full

.ueasure the various levels and grEAd.ients .

	

There was one

slight error of a single figure on the plan, but this could not

affect the problem or the competitors .

VVde think therefore that those competitors who have failed

to give attention to this point, but who have designed buildings

suitable to be set down upon any comparatively common-place

level site, possessing none of the distinctive attributes of

this one, have failed to make the best of the opportunity.

In this respect, one of the most elaborate sets of
4..~ 0.. ..

	

sc4o.,
drawings submitted h.aVC:ailed entirely to grasp the essentials

of the treatment desired and desirable .

Again, while freedom is given to the ccmpetitors,as

to style, a definite suggestion is made as to the appropriateness

of three distinctive styles, viz ., h free rendering of late

Tudor or Elizabethan or Scotch Baronial.

Whatever our individual feelings may 'be on the question

of style, we were bound to consider the a.dditi ;,hal claim of

those competitors, who have, in this respect, as well as in

o -finer points, reflected the spirit of the Tnstructions .

A dignified Simplicity' was also asked for .

	

Here again

as well as in style, only one competitor has disregarded the

suggestions and. has struck out a line of his own in producing

a Classical scheme of a grandiose and pald4;ial ,: character .

It is quite clear that the Instructions had in vie

	

dignified

but simpler and often domestic types of the older English

Universities$ rather than G4 .te iiiore grandiose

	

modern

Aluerican examples .

We concur in this preference .

Another competitor, who claims to work in "the Grand

LLanner" ha'p produced a curious medley of design, which passes

from severe Columniated Classic triz ugh a lighter Italian



Renaissance to Tudor and thence Ecclesiastical Gothic .

With one exception, in which the minor access of the site

is made to predominate, all of the twelve competitors referred

to/ deal with the site as dominated by the North and South

a4 dA, although in 'the one case of the Classical design above

mentioned theme is comparatively immaterial, inasmuch

as tae vistas are ignored .

We have examined in great detail each of the designs submitted,

a.n.d append herewith some short notes upon each.
luf C6'sv4' ,

After mature deliberation that Number XvI has best succeeded
4..

in layin down a. well-devised and workable plan suitable to

the site .

	

There is much to be said in commendation of the

straighforward and direct scheme which the author has devised .

The buildings fit taemselves naturally and in a. simple and

well-balanced manner upon the site, and culminate in the

dominating block of the Administrative Group, which forms a
feature seen from all points of the compass .

The type of architecture adopted is a free rendering

of the late Gothic . i t is rather hard in manner and the author

has missed in his draIngs some of those refinements in the use

of material inherent to a really scholarly adaptation of the

style .

When we come to the individual planning there is a good

deb, to be desired, as will appear in our more detailed remarks .

`free cost of the first four buildings to be erected is within

reasonable limits, and. we set this design first in the

coyapet it ion .

We tYnink that Number XVYTZ deserves to be placed second

in order of merit,

This scheme is also well laid out on the site 'but has

defects to which we refer more particularly in our detailed

remarks . The requirements generally are not so successfully

met in some particulars, although in others there are effective



points .

The style adopted is Scotch Baxonial without some of

its defects, but in other respects the treatment is somewhat

hard and mechanical, ana the author has missed some of the

c�,ppoatunities which the style affords in dealing sympathetically

with the materials of stone and rou6hcast adopted by him.

There is however, a caistinctlve cklaraeter of unity and some

d.Le nity in the whole architectural scheme .

	

The estimate of

cost is satisfactorily stated .

We place XTX third in order of merit .

We place XX fcurth in order of merit, on the ground that

the author has shown in ais detail an ap>rcoiaticn of

Collegiate works of quiet character .

In concluding this report which we assume will in due

made public we must refer to the erroneous and

preulature publication in the press of the result of the

competition as stated. t o have been reported .

The reputed successful competitor's name was given and

such information as . could not fail to identify the set of

planel referred to in the press notice in some detail.

We regret that so irregular an incident should have .

occurred, more especially when we had. taken such precautions

that no information of an official aharacter

	

ould leak out. .

deserving of a prize in the ccrnpctition, but it is important

to state thaLur decision and report upon them in Detail was

completed before the announcement occurred, and we have

urpc:sely altered no word . of it since .

The plans in question were not,in our estiia ;.ticn,

l' .S :- Appended are cur
detailed notes, which need
not necessarily be made public .

We have the honour to be,
Gentlemem,

your ;gbedient 4rvantp

L.drlw~~
C-1W. ....dll~!



PRIME JAL UUMIDENTIALo

To the provincial Government of British Columbia,

Gentlemen,

UNIVER61TY 01 BRITISH COLUNBIA.

We think it advisable to add to cur open report a

confidential communication, which me hope may be of advantage

to the Government in carrying fornard the great scheme they

have initiated,

we fee! that the opportunity is such an important one

for ur in,in6 special distinction upon this Province and those

th, are guiding its destinies, that no apology is needed from

us for taking this course .

It seems necessary to dwell further upon the fact that

tae response to the invitation was not by any means so full

as might have been exActed .

	

We cannot but think that toe
- the -

arafti, Gy Instructions to architects may have had somethina to

do with this . An official answer to one of the questioning

competitors states that the Instructions were drawn up by an

architect, and he hardly seems to have drawn them so concisely

or logic ally as is usual or desirable in such work.

	

When

Instructions permit too wide a latitude,imperienced competitors

are apt to fear that the plans they submit may not be judged upon

an equal basis, and are shy accordingly of submitting their work

to the aduitional chances inablved,

	

joreaver it is obviously

under tine circumstances of an open oompention, to

answer she inevivIale questions arising from instructions of an

indeterminate cuaracLer . TOO Mears in the correspondence
where it is properly stated that special OditiGnal information

coulu not tairl, be given to individuals .

In looxin6 through the I n structions, we found that the

Agricultural Building, although mentioned in the introduction

as one of the Buildings first to be erected, is ignored when the

details of The Problem to be solved are given . Its sAcific

requirements were thus left entirely to each competitor's own

imp u as ib 1



judgment � and obviously a wide diversity resulted .

There was some doubt as to the area to be provided for the

Aaministrative Gruup, and also as to which of the Buildings

in the detailed list was specially to be set apart as the Arts

anu Science Building already authorized to be erected .
unless the

It may also be pointed out that xxJ1XX number of storeys
be definedi the area a building will occupy upon the ground is not

a guide as to its capacity .

No instruction was given ~:,s - to the nutriber of students to be

acconodated in any individual School .

These circumstances necesoarilynrendered our own task a much

acre laborious sand diificult one than is usual . It was obviously

,or bounden duty, in accordance with the conditions and instructions

to select four competitors in the order of merit for tKe award

of four prizes,

	

No-less do we feel it cur duty to add that we

do not consider any one of the designs preminted or submitted of

sufficient merit, takin all in all, to warrant its adoption

for erection,in tie form in which it has come before us .

Undoubtealy the laying out of the 6round in the first premiated

design is of a. high order of merit, but when it comes to the details

of planninb of individual buildings ithis competitor's work, as

Watoi others, falls short of what we consider essential for the

needs of University Buildings, necessarily in this important case,

embodying the best modern achievement .

The same applies to the Architecture submitted by this

competitor .

	

This has merit and character of its own, which we

have duly considered any: aoknowled,ed in making our award .

In meets fairly what is asked for in the I n ctructions as to style,

but at the same time it has not toe full imasure of uiaat scholarly

touch and charm which we should desire to see when the occasion

is o1 such far-reaching; importance .

If the author of the first premiated design proves to be F,

thcrw,hly capable and experienced . architect, with which qualities

that of receptivity is bound to be associated, and if he has the

ability to do justice to tde occasion, we venture to suggest that



3 .

before elabGratin6 his reconsidered designs, which I as alrendy stated

iaast be remodelled in the details of their planning, and therefore

to a lvr_ e extent of their elevation,

	

he should be directed to visit

and study the best extant examples of the stylc 6dopbed . No text-
book can teach the freer and Flexible Ncotner" styles, nor can

an, School of Art .

	

These have to be learnt from the stcn.e s rind

UsA the craftsmani and to adapt them,

	

as a living 6rowth,

	

tc present

i,eds is a work for the trained im.a6ination of the arcaitect .

We dean it of' importance that the Principal of the Ccilege

and the various heads of Faculties ahould be appointed before the

arcaitect's final plans are made, so that he may work out his detailed

schemes in collaboration with those who will be responsible for

or,unizir, the new buildinLe in their intipiency.

Another for, of procedure sug6ests itself.

As the response to the Government's invit4tion has been so

much move-mea .re than r as anticipated, and as no one design submitted

is wSGIII successful, it would not be unreasonable to regard this

as only a pvcli~ainary coiapetitibn.

knoba~ .c competition mi6ht be ins tituted,una,if this course were

decided upon, we suggest that it should be open to architects

prsotisin, in the British Engire .

	

This, we understood, was really

the intention in this case
)
but the lnstructions and the accompanyino

circular ma=ce it quite clear and definite that the Competition

was strictly limited to the Dominion.

Much a course as here su66ested would entail additional expense,

perhaps some delay, and a rejud6ing of place, although as a matter of

fact it might be proceeding concurrently with the appointment of

the College officials which must be a matter of some time . doe

venture to tiiiiik -mat in a matter of such import the comparatively

small initial expenses ) which mi,ht be saved over and over again if

the actual execution of the worts were in the most competent hands ',

need not be Qonsidered as weainst the issues at stake, nor should

a narrow view be Laken as to the limiting of the Competitors .

We ou,at to add that in the event of a second Competition being

initiated, either now or in tke future, it would be better and fairer

to those waQ have responded to the present invitation that t4eir plans



should not "be publicly exhibited,, unless a special request be

made _ror such an exhiL.ition by the architects themselves . In that

case each competitor should have tde opportunity of 6ivin6 his

periiiiosicn i'cr

	

-plans to be exhibited .

Victoria, B .C .s

November kith, 1912.

We have the honour to be,

Gentlemen �

Your obedient servants,

4,



For Confidential use.

RIP= UPGN INDIVIDUAL PLANS.

XVI, First Premiated.

This scheme represents an effective as well as practical

lay ..out of tie grounds .

	

The buildings are placed somewhat

symmetrically in blocks of three along the main axis and the

on tire iaajcr axisM the Chapel grouped on either side of which

on the transverse axis and beyond it amid the belt of trees, and,

conveniently excavated out of the bank in thif, position is the

outdoor Theatre .

vista culminates in a prominent block coatainin ; the Administration

offices and Assembly Halls across which the minor axis I continuing

one of the strsets leadin g; from the City, passes and forms a fine

conception .

	

To the iMM&a of the central block. but still laid out

are the Dormitory Blocks, Students' Clubs and Gymnasium set out

in architectural relation.

Law and philosophy are in thenyesition of flyers an either

side of the lain Northern Entrance .

The Tueologieal College is set on a lower level in the

form of a semi-circle towards the Vilest and in a similar position

towards the East the Women's College fills in the rounded angle

of the site a the whole being within the perimeter of the University

Boulevard .

The Alumni Garden is dell-placed at the foot of the slope

',.'he Author ads provided a Stadium, which is no ~ asked for

and interferes with the area of the Athletic Field which is in
itself well-placed but insufficient. Were the Stadium entirely

omitted or turned round. with axis East and West the Athletic

}field would suffice and is better given than on any other design

submitted .

	

The Women " s College also which is separated from the

Main Buildings by a well-schemed boulevard parallel to the, main

axis hac3 space for tennis or minor games about it .

The bounding area East of the boulevard is devoted to

cottages for the wcrkinQs' ,Qff, Faculty Houses, I3c;spital, etc .,

the whole with the vaA cus Entrances making a workable scheme



As regards architecture the author shows too much hbrdness

aK regularity in the treatment of hiu stone bonding which makes

the work look nechanical and hard h and is somewhat out of

character with the style . if a little more tenderly and artistically

treated the elevations would be greatly improved . one would like

to have seen the work brought a little more into line with the

typical traditional Collegiate type of the Seventeenth Century

in England without in any wag suggesting that it should be wade

wore elaborate in detail than is shown .

Reierrin& now to the four buildinGs already authorized,

portion only of the Arts and Science Building indicated under heads

(1-, (2), (Z), and (4) of page 4 of the I n Otructions, can be

provided for the sum now at disposal and the author has elected to

oesi6n the che-aiistry Block

	

He would probably have been

beater advised to allocate the 'building shown in detail to the

College of Axis, etc ., with same; revision of planning . This

latter he shows as of the same outline on his block plan . In either

case there is an insufficiency of large rooms for laboratories

on Lou -, hand or for lecture theatres on the other . There is

insufficient Cloak-room and lavatory space, which must be provided

for both sexes .

	

The Office and Professors' Room might have been

better devoted to these uses . The Lecture-Theatre is not well

schemed either as to the approaches or lighting while the vestibule

space is inadequate .

	

Bone of0the Research Rooms have South light

which is inapplicable an.d the general provision of Balance Wows,

Professors' Rooms,

	

etc .,
14
not sufficiently considered .

On the First Floor the buildings are broken up into un-

necessarily small rooms . The Ante-room at the head, of the stairs

absorbs too much of the upper part of the LecYau2~e-theatre .

THE AGRICLITURAL BUILDING.

This Building is devised 6n three floors in a block with East

and Vest alignment . Were are entrances upon two sides to a central

hall with corridors lighted

	

from loth ends and. from two stai -L-caseB

On the Ground Floor are two Lecture-rooms each for 1dO with

Preparation Rooms, two Laboratories for 60 each, with apparatus rooms



31

six Lecture-rooms, for from 20 to 25 each, space for porter and

Professors , Cloak-mums .

on the First floor are two Laboratories for 60 each with

Balance rooms and Professors' rooms, two Research Laboratories,

four Profeasorat Rooms (two of them small), Library, and Museum.

On the Third Floor are two Laboratories for oO each with

Balance and Dark booms, two Laboratories for 60 each, four research

LaOcratQries and two small Lecture Rooms .

No basement is shown, and no segregated space for animals

under treatment, fat mwc4inery and other necessary equipment and

storage .

	

No greenhouse is provided .

Apart ire, Lae necessary Basement, Cloak Rooms etc ., the

equipment is well-tacu64t-out, alt4ou,A it would be found ewsential

in operation to provide at least one move ccmprehenaive Theatre,

and to increase the accomodation of the two ia -rge Laboratories .

oa,xaon Kitchen, the last top-lighted with servants' quarters,

over them comprehensively schemed .

	

The DormatorleS have corridor
M. I

planning *Pwa the Ground Iloor, but independent rooms on the upper

Fluors .

	

in the latter two WoNoWOMs
I
and in four cases as many as

four Bedrooms' are made common to one Sitting Room* A trcined

corridor with projecting pown4es is schemed flanking the Dining;

Room towards the Court . With some revision the plan lags down a

scheme which could be made workable and convenient . A single

Witi a

THE DORLATORIES .

These are planned in two CourtYards each having a Dining Hall

Bitting and bedroom ior each man approached Morn a staircase on the

oxford and Gamoria6e plan is in our view essential.

THE POWER HOUSE .

This is
masked

by and made the centre of the Engineering School

with the Buildings of which it is entirely surrounded . Frum the

carats rises a smoke-stack matched by another, which would not be

necessary, in thiVinin& Scaocly These two stacks would be a block

in the scheme in an prominent a position . The Power House should



4 .

aria could, in our judgment, be placed away altcgether on the

sea side of tYle karine Drive were fuel could. readily be brought

to a jetty by water carriage . This could be done in this case

vrithcut in any way affecting the plans .

1 1

As regards cost it is somewhat difficult for us when no

instructions are laid down &s to the equipment of the Agricultural

huilddng to mk:Ke ccrnparative estimates of the four buildings

notiv authorized . The individual buildings as plynned by the

several arcrliltects -vary sometimes nearly fifty per cent in cubical

content. in the present case we estimate tkiat the cast of

these four luildings as planned will work out at somethinb less

tkian 41,700,000 .00.

	

The autthor has fairly interpreted the

ln ,3tructions as re6a.rds the area of those buildings where it is

specified .



XVIII, Second Premiated,

This is on the whole a thoughfuliy devised and practical

scheme in which the author has carefully considered the

Instructions and areas . It could be improved by some transposition

of buildings, but is nevertheless among the best submitted .

Although the author has considered the gradation of the site

he h4e to carne extent overlooked its inherent difficulties .

To meet these, he proposes a large scheme of earth removal .

The forecourt at the Northern Entrance is appropriated to the

purposes of the segregated Gardens, which would )lace ±1x:±xXxX

this in a too prominent and public position. The general

treatment K the Gardens is enerally not so well contrived as

the layout .

As in several onaer instances no Athletic yield is provided, nor

is space left for it .

A atudiuw,however, ex.cavated out of the ground, occupies a,

position on the site overlooked by the Women's College for which

no provision for games is mate .

The Crossroads are rather too narrow for effect .

The Mulosical College is arranged as one of the important

huildin6e flanxin6 the kain Avenue on the vast and corresponds

with the hedical Block on the West.

	

A common Assembly Hall is

planned but no apace lox individual Chapels .

The Power House is all disposed, and the Entrance Lodges and

Approaches at the North enu well schemed .

THE-ARTS BUCK . '

Reicr2i, in detail to the four authorized buildings the Arts

Blakk is subdivided into a number of small Lecture Theatres with

raised stages and studies, and would require entire reconsideration

for practical use .

The k4in corridor an the Ground Floor is too narrow and

confined and wit4out external lighting .

Provision is made for cloaks for men and women on each floor,

but no s4niVary conveniences .

	

These wiII be essential for each

block .



6 .

AGRICULTURE .

As is the case with oLrher competitors a large Vleatre an essential

equipment in an Agricultural School is not given .

	

The bui-:ng is a

detached one and coula readily be replanned in much the same form

to meet the required needs .

	

Generally speaking this competitor

tza.s thcught the la-.t tter out carefully .

THE DORT"TORIES .

Tale Doriaatories are planned in thr : .e syiwaeterical B-shaped

blacks each for 124 resiaents .

	

There.is one court with wings and

three other blocks conveniently located . The plans are on tile

system of oxford and Cambridge with sep~..rate staitcases .

These are carried down to the baseam nt where two baths,

	

two Vd .Cs .,

and a lavatory are provided for each staircase .

A complete bathroom and offices is a better axranjement.

rTae planning, of the an6le blocks breaks down on. the important question

of liuht .

	

The Kitchers shown are somewhat toc .small.

	

The general

design is satisfactory .

THE i'01L+ HOU6E.

The power House would. iequire replanning in association with

an engineer . It is clothed in a suitable exterior . 1'rle author gives

a correct estimate of 01,400,000 .00 for these four buildings

in his report .



XIX - Third Premiated.

This scheme indicates layout with a large open and expanding

area devoted to lawns along the axis of the site .

The author has endeavoured with some skill on plan to adjust

the alingment of his buildings so that they fill in the recesses

of the site along the East and West boundaries .

A defect of the plan consists in the apparent resultant spreading

of the buildings over nearly the whole site, and an insufficient a

area+ is left for athletics .

	

The special garden capable of

segregation has not been provided.

	

The levels of the site

which are advantageous to a fine treatment are ignored, and

the consequent development would not be possible in actuality
'githcut large initial expense .
Planning in detail

-n I Arts Department .

6 leoturepooms

	

fir V%. 50 each. .

	

30~

4 large class rooms

	

4W. about 40 . . . . . . . 160

39 class rooms

	

N Wa . about 25 . . . . . . . 975

Arc

	

accomodation '

	

ML
No studies wanted but locker - room<,

	

for men and women .
A

Absence ofcommon-room .

	

library insufficient .

Ytueeum

	

not required.

Areal of buildings correct.

Planning of tower area not good, tower unnecessary and

extravagant . Museum and library could usefully have been

(bbsdoiried a

The Power house badly mIzzmil placed, would be better in south east

corner of sea belt of tree* .

	

No architectural detail supplied .

Keeping rooms too small . Planning of kitchen, butteries and

corridors is on the immemorial English plam system of an entrance

under the Hall gallery,

separating the Hall from butteries and kitchen

Objection is taken to this system here owing to

difficulties of service which do not occur in Britain.

No details or drawing of Agricultural Building.



XX - Yourtla Premiated.

The author in this case submits alternative schemes

butboth layouts are of a somewhat confused nature .

HoVas however considered the letels pretty wells but a.

good many of the buildings are arranged in small courtyards, often

less than 100 feet across, which is not a type of planning well

suited to this open site .

The work is suggested to be erected in red brick, which

seems wasting an opportunity in an essentially stone country .

Here and there are some pleasant pieces of design in a

quiet Tudor Domestic manner, but allied to others that are ppor

and tame, and notably so in the scheme for the Chapel.

Both Pov,er House and Agricultural Buildin, are inadequate,

and the planning N other parts of a somewhat elementary nature .



#3

The author of this scheme has produced some very elaborate

drawings, and covered a large area of paper .

He has however paid no attention to the boundaries of the site

and has freely spread his buildings far beyond the restricted

area .

	

The levels have been ignored.

As the conditions have not been complied with, and the necessary

college requirements ignored, we have felt compelled to set this

scheme aside, apart from any intrinsic merit it may posess .

#2

This is submitted

	

report . The planning is,confused and

illogical and it is difficult to follow the desigao inten~
01

He seems to have drawn an ellipse with its main axis along the

axis of the site, and to have jammed his buildings inside and

outside this ellipse as best he could .

	

The result is a somewhat

zig-zag medley.

	

The style is anl

	

example of American

Gothic and is not satisfactory as a type of work of this kind .

As in so many of thetabuildings lighting of interiors has not

been well considered .

	

In the Agricultural college the 4134& ~

directly into a perfectly dark central hall .

No report is submitted with this design which is not fully worked

out .

	

The site is treated as a flat one and could not be

as shown without a vast moving of earth .

A few sketch&drawings of an American type only are submitted

in addition~
J
o a site plan and a bird's eye view.



This scheme is different from any other submitted. The main

axis is well observed, but all the buildings are laid out diagon-

ally to it and culminate in a large tower which is set diagonally

across a double-winged chapel .

Like so many of the competitors the success of the scheme depends

Agoupon the sits being level. ir..

	

J .
The architecture is an attempt at Tudor but is mere student's

work and could not be considered for erection in a building of

the importance of the one under consideration .

	

The detailed

schemes of planning are very unsatisfactory .

	

The suggested

piece of sculpture in the medical court suggests a note of

inability to,deal with a scheme of this importance .

#5
This is a signed scheme by an engineer and could not be considered

even if worthy, which it is not .

#6
This is a case where the J(u.thor has blocked all the vistas, but

has otherwise laid down on plan a possible xwkwK scheme of a

second-rate order.

	

The type of architecture is however poor

keavf~

	

uninterestingl and shows neither scholarship refinement

no'r quality .

#7
This is an immature set of plans .

	

The whole scheme is unworthy

and impossible .

#S
This is a set of drawings undeserving of consideration.



#9
This set of plans is submitted on three sheets only, and the author

admits that in point of number they do not fulfill the conditions .

The Northern axis is adopted and the scheme is laid out somewhat

skilfully around the main vistas and an inner boulevarde forming a

symmetrical pear-shaped f1gtre,

	

But the women's club has

been ignored, as also the botanical gardens.

	

The playingfield is

given the most prominent position in the site, the scheme ismin fact

a mere preliminary study.

	

The architecture is of the collegiate

Tudor type, and as such is among the quietest and more reserved

submitted, but fails in some important points of scholarship .

	

The

dormitories are planned so that two men occupy each sitting-room,

which is not a good arrangement .

	

It did not seem that this prize

could be awarded to an architect who had done so little to fulfill

the conditions, even though' what is done has merits of its own.

#10
This appears to be an architectura.1 joke on the part of some hot-

water fitter or plumber.

#12
This is a pseudo Gothic scheme of an essentially American Pne .

In his general drawings the author introduces some indefinite detail

which might or might not be interesting, but when this is carefully

set down on paper it is found to be of a1~f~ffo~A+fW1AMifl order� #6Ilfw

unworthy the occasion.

	

The buildings are moreover much cramped

upon the layout scheme with numerous small courts or narrow lanes

between them .

	

The detail of the windowe

	

her features

is very poor and belongs more to a sea-side villa%than a monumental

building, and this is set against massive towers and turretted gate-

ways etc .

	

The architecture(in brick) would seem to have been studied

from the work of

	

f"_e_x , or Wilkins or Wyatt, or other of the

Gothie pioneers

	

of the early part of the 19th century,~whose work,



#12 (contd) '1261

	

AZCc0VW
whose work is now universally

	

iw4.

	

The curious and wasteful

planning of the individual lecture rooms is quite inexplicable .

#14

This scheme has a mixture of Roman, Renaissance and Gothic buildings

and is generally impossible .

	

A narrow processional road only

100 feet wide on such

	

a site would be wasting a great opportunity.

A dignified whole, and not a sample of architectural styles is

wanted .

#15
The author of this design has been to an amazing amount of trouble

which d eserved better results.

	

He submits about thirty sheets of

drawings, two birds' eye views, besides other perspectives of a

scheme, which it would be impossible to recommend.

The buildings are set upon the ground in an irregular and confhsed

manner which seems to be founded upon no logical basis .

	

The vistas

are blocked by lofty buildings in glaring red brick of the general

character called Elizabethan or Jacobean, but a versionk of it

which is found in many lunatic asylums, poor-houses or railway

stations erected fifty or sixty years ago .

	

It is wholly devoid

of the real genius of the Elizabethan style in England, which is

capablo of so many beatitifal effects and has so many qualitibs .

On these grounds it seems hardly possible to consider this scheme

even for one of the ppizes .



This is one of the two sets of plans in the Scottish Baronial

style, and although it shows a better appreciation of architectural

designs than some others submitted, its character is somewhat

fussy and somewhat bizarre.

	

The author seems to be obsessed by

the use of circular forms in planning which are difficult as regards

seating and are acoustically bad, Ulhile he has also adopted

systems of long corridors which would be dark and unsatisfactory .

The agricultural building is planned without any lecture hall,

which should be one of its essential features .

	

The ppints of the

plan are lost by some executive planning in the central group

and the whole site out up by wand ring and badly devised paths and

walks .

	

No area is reserved for athletics,

The planning of the Ad.ainistrative Gffices is confused

and here as elsewriere are unlighted central corridors . There

are unli6hted staircases leading to the upper floor . The

clerks offices and Information Bureau are not well schemed,

In Going carefully into the plans for the blocks now to be

erected we found sc many points in which taey are impracticable

that we feel it u : ,necessary to discuss them in elaborate detail .



XVII

This is a somewhat grandiose scheme,

	

The author

has gone to quite unnecessary trouble and expense to provide

a sumptuously produced set of drawings set forth in such a

manner as to attract attention as pretty pictures if on

no other ground .

In a competition when no rule has been laid down

as to the form of drawings to be submitted, it is all the

more imnortant to be guarded against being led away by quite

unnecessarily elaborate or meretricious drawings .

	

It is

fine planning and fine architecture that is wanted as a

permanency not only Bumptious drawings which are merely

ephemeral . The scheme in the concrete of building material

end not on the abstract of paper is what has to be dealt with .

It breaks down in many places owing to the intricacies of its

planning end is in some case misleading . In fact the scheme

abounds in pitfalls which would make it unworkable and is so

devised that it allows hardly any margin of revision to bring

it within workable limits .

Outlooks and vistas are ignored entirely and the site

treated as a level one in which these did not exist .

	

The

scheme is on an elaborate and costly scale .

We have as special ornaments two important domes,

(2) two mayor axial towers, (3)f1ve lesser towers, (4) six

smaller domed turrets .

All these are grouped fairly closely together and yet

in one of the most important spots there rises timong them an

iron smoke stack from the engineering shops .

This is the more remarkable because the smokestack

from the Power House which is not far away is masked by one

of the lesser towers enumerated above .



The general scheme is a system of five courts arranged

across the main axis one of them, the great court, being about

600 feet square, but another bare~100 .

There are other minor courts off the great court,

while most of the buildings are planned or and small internal

courts diminishing in some cases to mere areas .

In a great open site of this nature such planning is

inappropriate . Moreover, some of the important schools are

planned to a centre round a fairly sharp curve . This is a

form of planning often very awkward in the buildings themselves .

The author schemes a great water approach to the College

upon land which is alienated property and upon which a new villa

is now being erected .

In regard to style, it is definitely laid down in the

Instructions that it is not desired to erect palaces . A

suggestion is made that a free rendering of late Tudor or
41

Elizabethan or a species of Scott Baronial would be a propriate

and a distinct preference is expreF;sed although it is not made

binding.

The Theological square is especially asked for in the

same manner, but with ecclesiastical feeling .

The style adopted by this oompetitmr is frankly classic

of a palatial order . He claims to have suggested the atmos-

phere of the older Universities of England, but has, of course,

done something entirely foreign .

As a matter ofscholarly composition the grouping is

more effective when the buildings are seen at a distance . When

we come to examin6g them more closely various faults of eye

and scholarship come to light .

The centraltower of the administrative building is much

too thin for its posttion in the whole group . It suffices for

the central feature for the central building when we see this
drawn alone without its surroundings .

	

The detail of the upper



part of this tower fails in several particulars and it may be

noted that the whole construction is a false one and would be

expensive and diffloult to carry out .
w .

The side`

	

flanking the main end faoadesof the Halls

are ungainly and unfortunate and it must be noted that a row of

very important windows needful to the upper storey of the

administrative building are entirely omitted upon the views

for the sake of architectural effect .

The facades of the Liberal Arts, Engineering, Chemistry

and Physics blocks have an elaborate central feature with

coupledmxs~ columns which have a height about 14 times their

diameter .

The domioal t»rrets which surmount these and other features

are poor in design and remind one somewhat of these much abused

similar features upon the National Gallery in London which are,

however, better in design than these .

	

A similar turret flanked

at its base by 8 vases surmounts the Agricultural College, which

is a somewhat tame piece of design although ornamented by a

cleverly drawn frieze .

We have here a very unsatisfactory experiment adopfed by

some of the commercial buildings in the United Stated

	

.. an

attached order of columns with a bronze wall behind it as pierced

for windows .

	

The effect is far from happy.

The Chapel has a colonade entrance surmounted by atower

which is poor in design and very awkward where the square be-

comes octagon .

The domed Library and

of the scheme . They occupy,

Museum are the mosj imposing
W-V rnuc4

however, :0W ground area

of the maximum dY

	

ftasked for .

There is a crudity of design in the console buttresses

to the dome which are adapted from those of Palladio at the

Della Salute at Venice - which are a unity in the design .

features

instead



XVII .

4.

Here however, they occupy a merely casual position

unrecognised on the octagon from which the dome rises .

While again this feature has no position or relation in regard

to the internal planning,

There is often
Fi.
a heaviness and coarseness of detail
K Q

in the scheme suggestive of *U study of Vanburgh, Archer,

or Smith .

Touching upon the buildings outside those now to be

erected, the administrative building occupies the prominent

position in the Northern anproaoh and is flanked by the large

and small halls of the Faculty Club, the latter and the small

hall occupying the same space and matching the large hall .

Tie small hall and Faculty Club roof is however broken

	

.,

Ain which nestles an Italian garden

6SIX _34 the buildings around it being over 90 feet high .

The breaking of this roof and the piercing of the walls

accompanying it are carefully omitted in the bird's eye and

perspective views .

	

"~""

	

'~ -

	

"`°'

The planning of the Halls and Administration blocks

is `in many ways thoughtful, but confused and intricate and

little regard has been had to the importance of lighting in

a district which needs so much in winter .

The crush hall planned at the entrance to each of the

main halls i s

	

~- OS^O~`-'`

The monumental staircases in various parts of the

building have "ws~ treads end steep

	

even in such import-

ant positions as the great~ entrance5to the Museum and

Library .

The planning oft

	

Administrative Offices is confused,

and here and elsewhere are Iwrlighted central corridors . There
tza-04

are

	

lighted staircases leading to the upper floor, The

clerkwe offices and information bureau are not well schemed .



In going carefully into the plans for the blocks now to

be erected we found so many points in which they are impraotioa-

ble that we felt it unnecessary to discuss them in elaborate

detail . For instance, in the planning of the Dormitories

the kitchen appears to have been wholly overlooked .

The plans are set round large dark halls on every floor

in some of the blooks and long corridors some lighted by

areas and some without

No block is schemed for 100 to 150 as asked but for 90

and 180, and it is therefore difficult to compare the cubical

contents for cost .

There is confusion of planning in the placing of servants'

and masters' quarters .

	

The best portion of the frontage

on the ground floor is occupied- by W. Cs and bathrooms which

last are large rooms containing twelve baths side .by side

without privacy or subdivision .

In other respects the planning is dark and confused and

impossible . In the power house JMW the flue is entirely
t

omitted, although shewn upon the perspeAve

	

view.

	

The area

allowed is ~ insufficient to meet the demands .

	

!ii1We(klrss

Ve whole of the four buildings now proposed to be erected

worked out at a total of $2,692,556 .00 nearly 1,200000 more

than the sum appropriated .

It appears, therefore, that the practical issues such as

appropriate planning and cost of erection have been sacrificed

to grandiose and pictorial effects .
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