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Fonds Description

Chancellor's Office fonds. – 1960-1974; predominant 1967-1971.

1.9 m of textual records.

Administrative History

The 1908 University Act, slightly amended in 1912 for the official incorporation of the

University of British Columbia, articulates the legislated duties of the Chancellor,

elected by the convocation, as a member of the Board of Governors and a member of the

Senate. Over the years, the official functions of the Chancellor have evolved to also

include the duty of conferring all degrees granted by the University, to serve as chair of

convocation, and to undertake the unofficial honour of representing the University on

social and ceremonial occasions. The Chancellor is elected by members of the

Convocation to hold the office for a three year term and may be re-elected but may not

hold office for more than six consecutive years. The Chancellor serves as the ceremonial

head of the University. Since 1912, the Chancellors of UBC have been Francis Lovett

Carter-Cotton (1912-18), Robert E. McKechnie (1918-44), Eric W. Hamber (1944-51),

Sherwood Lett (1951-57), Albert E. Grauer (1957-61), Phyllis Ross (1961-66), John M.

Buchanan (1966-69), Allan M. McGavin (1969-72), Nathan T. Nemetz (1971-75),

Donovan F. Miller (1975-78), John V. Clyne (1978-84), W. Robert Wyman (1984- 87),

Leslie R. Peterson (1987-93), Robert H. Lee (1993-96), William Sauder (1996-2002), Allan

McEachern (2002-07), and Sarah Morgan-Silvester (2008- ).

Scope and Content

Fonds consists of correspondence, clippings, speeches, minutes, financial records and

subject files created by the Chancellor's Office in the process of carrying out of its

administrative and ceremonial functions as well as in the Chancellor's role as a member

of the Senate. In addition, the fonds includes personal papers created by John M.

Buchanan, Allan M. McGavin and Nathan T. Nemetz while holding the position of

Chancellor.

Notes

Fonds consists of institutional records – access requests must be reviewed by the

University's FOIPOP Coordinator.

File list available.

Title based on the contents of the fonds.

Short biographies of the three Chancellors whose personal papers are included in the

fonds are also available in hard copy.



Other records relating to the governance of the University can be found in the Senate,

Board of Governors, and President's Office fonds.

http://www.library.ubc.ca/archives/u_arch/senate.pdf
http://www.library.ubc.ca/archives/u_arch/bog.pdf
http://www.memorybc.ca/26500;rad


Series Descriptions

John M. Buchanan Personal Files series. - 1966-1969.

7 cm.

Series consists of correspondence, including press clippings and printed material,

relating to Buchanan's tenure as Chancellor between 1966 and 1969. It includes routine

letters and invitations as well as speeches, addresses, and letters discussing university

politics. Records are arranged alphabetically by correspondent's name, then

chronologically by date. One file includes Buchanan's personal correspondence with

Hon. Chief Justice Colin Campbell McLaurin, first Chancellor of the University of

Calgary.

Allan M. McGavin Personal Files series. - 1969-1971.

6 cm.

Series consists of biographical data on McGavin, including press clippings and printed

material for inclusion in Who's Who in Canada; his Chancellor's entertainment budget

and correspondence files; correspondence with University offices, Canadian and

international academics and officials, students, government, and members of the public;

and drafts of speeches and addresses and printed invitations for social and ceremonial

occasions. Records are arranged chronologically.

Nathan T. Nemetz Personal Files series. - 1969-1974.

3 cm.

Series consists of biographical information compiled for inclusion in Who's Who In

Canada; one file of press clippings related to Nemetz's career; correspondence written

while Nemetz served on the Board of Governors and Senate; and Chancellor's

correspondence. Included in the latter files are printed material, incoming and outgoing

letters and written and printed invitations extended and received for various social and

ceremonial functions. Records are arranged chronologically.

Subject Files series. - 1960-1974.

1.7 m.

Series consists of correspondence, minutes, printed material, photographs, legal

documents, published and unpublished reports, invitations, maps, speeches and

addresses, notes, photographs, mailing lists, and notes, arranged alphabetically by

subject then chronologically by date. The records were created both by the Chancellor

and his office staff in the course of activities associated with the Chancellorship, and



range from routine affirmations of appointments and schedules to documents revealing

unique and valuable aspects of University events. The majority were generated between

1969 and 1971, although some documents date back to the tenure of Chancellor Phyllis

Ross, 1961-1966. Few files contain records created during Nemetz's tenure, 1967-1974,

the majority of the files having been generated by Chancellors Buchanan and McGavin.

Of particular interest are the ceremonies files which trace the evolution of projects such

as Cecil Green Park and Acadia Park from the planning stage to the opening

ceremonies, congregation files which reveal the social and diplomatic traditions

demanded by the event, and the Koerner Foundation records which present the extent

of the Foundation's assistance to the University. Numerous other files attest to the scope

and variety of the Chancellor's duties, both legislated and unofficial, and reveal the

function of the Chancellor as unofficial political mediator.



File List

Box 1

JOHN M. BUCHANAN PERSONAL FILES

1-1 Correspondence with McLaurin, 1966-1968

1-2 Correspondence, A-C, 1966-1969

1-3 Correspondence, Hc-Ho, 1966-1969

1-4 Correspondence, I-Q, 1966-1969

1-5 Correspondence, R-Z, 1966-1969

ALLAN M. MCGAVIN PERSONAL FILES

1-7 Biographical date and entertainment file, 1969-1972

1-8 Correspondence, 1969

1-9 Correspondence, 1970-1971

Box 2

2-1 Invitations, 1969-1970

2-2 Invitations, 1970-1971

NATHAN T. NEMETZ PERSONAL FILES

2-3 Biographical data, 1972

2-4 Press Clippings, 1972

2-5 Board of Governor's Correspondence, 1967-1968

2-6 Correspondence, March - September, 1972

2-7 Correspondence, October - December, 1072

2-8 Correspondence, 1973-1974

2-9 Invitations, 1972-1974

SUBJECT FILES

2-10 Academic Planning, 1969-1971

2-11 Admissions, 1972-1973



2-12 Agricultural Sciences campaign, 1969

2-13 Alma Mater Society, 1966-1969

2-14 Alumni Annual Giving, 1966-1969

2-15 Alumni Association, 1966-1972

Box 3

3-1 Alumni conference on higher education, 1969

3-2 American Council of Learned Societies, 1974

3-3 Anglican Theological College, 1967

3-4 Annual reports, 1969-1970

3-5 Applications for positions, 1970

3-6 Board of Governors, 1966-1967

3-7 Board of Governors, 1968

3-8 Board of Governors, 1969

3-9 B. C. Centennial, 1971

3-10 Bursar, 1967-1968

3-11 Canada Council, 1967

3-12 Canadian Council of Christians and Jews, Inc., 1969-1970

3-13 Canadian Federation of University Women, 1967

Box 4

4-1 Canadian Technicon Society - Israel Institute of Technology, 1972

4-2 Canadian University Services Overseas, 1966-1968

4-3 Ceremonies office, 1969-1970

4-4 Ceremonies - Acadia Park Ceremony, 1966

4-5 Ceremonies - Acadia Park Opening, 1968

4-6 Ceremonies - Crane Memorial Library Opening, 1968

4-7 Ceremonies - Frank A. Forward Building, 1968

4-8 Ceremonies - Cecil Green Park, 1967

4-9 Ceremonies - John Barfoot MacDonald Building Opening, 1967-1968

4-10 Ceremonies - H.R. MacMillan Building Opening, 1966

4-11 Ceremonies - Music Building Opening, 1967-1968

4-12 Ceremonies - Open House, 1966-1967

4-13 Ceremonies - Ophthalmology Research and Clinical Centre, 1969

4-14 Ceremonies - John Owen Pavilion Opening, 1967

4-15 Ceremonies - Reunion, Class of '17, 1967-1968

4-16 Ceremonies - Three Universities Dinner, 1967

4-17 Ceremonies - Thunderbird Stadium Opening, 1967



4-18 Chancellor's Entertainment, 1969-1971

Box 5

5-1 Combined Services Trust Fund, 1966-1969

5-2 "Cominco Day", 1969

5-3 Congratulatory Letters, 1969-1970

5-4 Congregation, 1966

5-5 Congregation, 1967

5-6 Congregation, 1968

5-7 Congregation, 1969

5-8 Congregation, 1969

5-9 Congregation, 1970-1971

Box 6

6-1 Congregation, 1972

6-2 Congregation, 1973

6-3 Congregation Addresses, 1969

6-4 Crisis Centre, 1969

6-5 C.U.S. Local Seminar Fund, 1967

6-6 Department of English, 1970

6-7 Election of Chancellor, 1966-1972

6-8 Extension Department, 1966-1969

6-9 Expenses, 1967-1968

6-10 Faculty Association, 1969

6-11 Faculty Club, 1966-1968

6-12 Gage, Welter, 1969-1971

6-13 Geology Building, 1968-1970

6-14 Gibson, Dr. W.C., 1967

6-15 Gifts, Grants, and Bequests, 1962-1968

6-16 Dal Grauer Lectureship, 1968-1969

Box 7

7-1 Great Trekker Awards, 1966

7-2 President F. K. Hare, 1967-1968

7-3 Health Sciences Centre, 1966-1971

7-4 Higher Education, 1962-1967

7-5 Housing, 1969



7-6 Installation - Chancellor, 1972

7-7 Institute of Astronomy, 1964-1966

7-8 Institute of Earth Sciences, 1967

7-9 Intermet/Vancouver, 1970

7-10 International House, 1966-1967

7-11 Inter-University Council, 1967-1968

7-12 Journal circulation and photocopying, 1969

7-13 Junior College-1969

7-14 Koerner, Leon and Thea Foundation, 1965-1969

7-15 Koerner, Leon and Thea Foundation, 1970

7-16 Koerner, Walter, 1971

Box 8

8-1 Ladner Bell Tower, 1969

8-2 Law, Faculty of, Building Committee, 1971

8-3 Law, Faculty, Fund Raising Campaign, 1972

8-4 Law Students Association, 1969

8-5 Library

8-6 Library, Faculty Use of, 1970

8-7 Master Teacher Award, 1968-1972

8-8 McCullough, Ann, correspondence, 1972

8-9 Medicine, Faculty of, 1966-1967

8-10 Men's Athletic Committee, 1966-1969

8-11 Ministry of Education, 1969-1972

8-12 New Buildings, 1968

8-13 Open University, 1972

8-14 Order of Canada, 1970-1971

8-15 Park and Tilford Trophy, 1969

8-16 Personnel Department, 1967-1969

8-17 President's Committee, 1969-1971

8-18 President's Committee on Congregation and Installment of the President,

1968

8-19 President's office, 1966-1969

Box 9

9-1 Registrar, 1966-1969

9-2 Resources Committee, 1966-1970

9-3 Salaries, 1967-1968



9-4 Secretary, 1969

9-5 Senate Committee an Academic Building Needs, 1967

9-6 Senate Committee an Academic Building Needs, March - Sept. 1968

9-7 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Sept. - Nov. 1968

9-8 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Nov. 1968

9-9 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Dec. 1968

9-10 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Jan. 1-22, 1969

Box 10

10-1 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, 23 Jan.-31 Jan.,1969

10-2 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Feb - March,1969

10-3 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Apr.- Dec.,1969

10-4 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Jan - Mar., 1970

10-5 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, Apr. - May, 197-

10-6 Senate Committee on Academic Building Needs, 1971-1974

10-7 Senate Admissions Committee, 1967-1968

10-8 Senate Committee on Appeals on Academic Standing, 1970

10-9 Senate Committee on Continuing Education, 1969-1970

10-10 Senate Curriculum Committee, 1967

Box 11

11-1 Senate Committee on Enrolment Policy, 1968-1969

11-2 Library Senate Committee, 1969-1970

11-3 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, Feb.-Sept., 1968

11-4 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, Oct.-Nov., 1968

11-5 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, December, 1968

11-6 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, January, 1968

11-7 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, February, 1969

11-8 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, February, 1969

11-9 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, March, 1969

11-10 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, Apr.-May, 1969

Box 12

12-1 Senate Committee on Long-Range Objectives, June 1969-Mar.,1970

12-2 Senate Committee on New Programmes, 1966-1967

12-3 Senate Committee on New Programmes, May -June, 1968

12-4 Senate Committee on New Programmes, Nov.1968-July,1969



12-5 Senate Committee on Professors Emeriti, 1967-1968

12-6 Senate Committee on University Art, 1966-1970

12-7 Senate Committee on Role and Organization of Senate, 1966-1967

12-8 Senate Committee on Role and Organization of Senate, 1968

12-9 Senate Summary of Proceedings, 1968-1970

12-10 Simon Fraser University, 1966-1969

Box 13

13-1 Standing Conference - Pacific and Related Studies, 1968

13-2 Student Research Bureau, 1966-1967

13-3 Student Union Building, 1967

13-4 Three Universities Capital Fund, 1966-1970

13-5 Travelling Expenses, 1966-1967

13-6 Tributes Committee, 1966-1969

13-7 Tri-Services, 1967

13-8 Triumph, 1967-1969

13-9 Universities Act, 1963 report

13-10 Universities Act, 1963-1969

13-11 University Affairs and Government, 1966

13-12 University Affairs and Government, 1966

13-13 University Car, 1968-1969

13-14 University-Government Correspondence, 1967

Box 14

14-1 University Chancellors and Presidents China Tour, 1973-1974

14-2 University Endowment Lands, 1960-1970

14-3 University Gazette, 1966-1969

14-4 U.B.C. Book Budget, 1972

14-5 U.B.C. Reports

14-6 U.B.C. /V.G.H. Relations, 1968-1970

14-7 University of Victoria, 1967-1968

14-8 Vancouver Indian Centre Society, 1967

14-9 Vancouver Institute, 1967-1968

14-10 Vancouver Aquarium, 1967

14-11 Visiting Dignitaries, 1966-1969

14-12 White, Mr., W.

14-13 Western Law School Conference, 1967

14-14 Wilson, Chancellor R. B., 1967
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