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Fonds Description 

Peter Pearse fonds. – 1955-1986. 

2.85 m of textual records. 

Biographical Sketch 

Peter Pearse was born in Vernon, British Columbia in 1932. He received a B.S.F. in 

forestry from the University of British Columbia (1956) and an M.A. (1959) and Ph.D. 

(1962) in economics from Edinburgh University in Scotland. He returned to UBC to 

teach in the Department of Economics in 1962. His research interests have focused on 

natural resource economics, particularly in the development and management of the 

forest and fishing industries. Pearse has also served as Commissioner on the Royal 

Commission on Forest Resources in British Columbia (1975-1976) and Pacific Fisheries 

(1981-1982). He also chaired the Inquiry on Federal Water Policy (1984-1985). 

Custodial History 

Materials in Boxes 1-3 were acquired from the Council of Forest Industries of B.C. in 

1988.  The remainder were transferred to the University Archives by Rare Books and 

Special Collections in December 2023 – the original provenance of these records is 

unknown. 

Scope and Content 

The fonds consists of briefs presented to the Royal Commission on Forest Resources in 

British Columbia. The Commission received 194 briefs from a wide range of interested 

societies, firms, professional associations, local governments, labour groups, and other 

organizations, as well as individuals. The fonds also includes briefs from both the Forest 

Policy Advisory Committee (1977) which invited submissions reacting to Pearse's final 

report and from the Select Standing Committee on Forestry and Fisheries (1973). There 

is also a small collection of speeches by others pertaining to the forest industry (1955-

1971). Pearse also served as the commissioner for the Pacific Fisheries Policy (1981-1982) 

where he received 198 exhibits submitted by indigenous bands, local governments, 

businesses, families and organizations concerned about the environ - mental impacts, 

regulations and fishing licensing across British Columbia and the Yukon. Later in 

Pearse’s career he was involved in the Inquiry on Federal Water Policy (1984-1986) and 

the records include a combination of submitted reports to the commission and research 

conducted by Pearse regarding water usage, future water needs and impacts of 

pesticides in the water supply. The content in the research reflects some of the 

sentiments in the inquiry submissions. 



  

Notes 

Title based on the contents of the fonds. 

Series 2 and 3 were added to the collection during the second accrual. 



  

Series Descriptions 

Royal Commission on Forest Resource Series. – 1955-1977. 

93 cm. 

The Royal Commission Forest Resources series contains documents including 

correspondence, public hearings, Summary of proceedings and Final statements. These 

records contain notes from Peter Pearse attached to the documents. 

Commission on Pacific Fisheries Policy Series. – 1981-1982. 

69 cm. 

The records for the Commission on Pacific Fisheries policy includes Exhibits 5-198 from 

several organizations and governments across Canada. Each exhibit includes 

handwritten notes and research by Peter Pearse. 

Inquiry on Federal Water Policy Series. – 1984-1986. 

1.23 m. 

Documents include inquiry reports on the Federal Water Policy, including inputs from 

across Canada. The second half of this series includes research publications and reports 

regarding environmental concerns and the human use of water in Canada. The series 

also features research partnerships with the French Scientific Council of the C.N.E.X.O. 

The records also include federal water reports and plans for future conservation and 

use. 



  

File List 

BOX 1 

 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON FOREST RESOURCES SERIES 

 

Public Hearing Briefs  - Prince George (August 12-19, 1975) 

 

1-1 1  - 11 

1-2 12  - 20  

1-3 21  - 22 

 

Public Hearing Briefs  - Nelson (September 2-5, 1975) 

 

1-4 1  - 8 

1-5 9  - 11 

1-6 12  - 16 

 

Public Hearing Briefs  - Prince Rupert (September 11-16, 1975) 

 

1-7 1  - 5 

1-8 6  - 8  

1-9 9  - 16 

 

Public Hearing Briefs  - Kamloops (September 24  - October 6, 1975) 

 

1-10 1  - 6 

1-11 7  - 18 

1-12 19  - 25 

1-13 26  - 30 

1-14 31  - 40 

 

Public Hearing Briefs  - Victoria (October 20  - 31, 1975) 

 

1-15 1  - 13 

1-16 14  - 19 

1-17 20  - 24 

1-18 25  - 26 

 

 



  

Public Hearing Briefs  - Vancouver (November 12  - December 18, 1975) 

 

1-19 Index to briefs 

1-20 1  - 9 

1-21 20  - 18 

 

BOX 2 

 

2-1 19  - 24 

2-2 25  - 34 

2-3 35  

2-4 36  - 39 

2-5 40  - 45 

2-6 46  - 53 

2-7 54 

2-8 55 

2-9 56  - 59 

2-10 60  - 63 

2-11 64  - 69 

2-12 70  - 73 

2-13 74  - 76 

2-14 77  - 79 

 

Summary of Proceedings (August  - December 1975) 

 

2-15 Prince George, Nelson, Prince Rupert 

2-16 Kamloops, Victoria 

2-17 Vancouver 

2-18 Vancouver 

 

Final Statements Submitted by Companies (February 1976) 

 

2-19 1  - 14 

2-20 15  - 26 

2-21 27  - 37 

 



  

BOX 3 

 

Forest Policy Advisory Committee (1977) 

 

3-1 Briefs 

 

Select Standing Committee on Forestry and Fisheries [Streambank and Shoreline 

Protection] (1973) 

 

3-2/3 Briefs 

 

Miscellaneous Speeches [by others] 

 

3-4 1955  - 1970 

3-5 1970  - 1971 

 

 

BOX 4 

 

COMMISSION ON PACIFIC FISHERIES POLICY SERIES 

 

4-1 Vancouver - July 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 1981 

Exhibit 132-139 (number 1) 

4-2 Vancouver July 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 1981 

Exhibit 140-143 (number 2) 

4-3 Vancouver (North) - June 23, 24, 25, 26, 30/81 

Exhibit 102-106 

4-4 Vancouver December 14 and 15, 1981 

Exhibits 144-148 

4-5 Vancouver - December 22, 1981 

Exhibit No. 151-152 

4-6 Vancouver - Habitat Management February 8 and 9, 1982 

Exhibit numbers: 157-161 

4-7 Vancouver - Salmon ID ENH & Aqua  - March 2 and 3, 1982 

Exhibits No.’s 162-166 (3 folders) 

4-8 Vancouver - Indian Fisheries - March 8 and 9, 1982 

Exhibit No’s 167-171 

4-9 Vancouver - Licensing, INSP. & PROD. R. - April 5, 6 and 7 

Exhibits No. 184-189 



  

4-10 Vancouver - Enforcement - April 20 and 21, 1982 

Exhibit Numbers 190-192 

4-11 Vancouver - Admin & Consul. Arr. - April 27, 28 and 29, 1982 

Exhibit No.’s 193-198 

4-12 Submission of the Nimpkish Band Council to The Royal Commission on 

Pacific Fisheries Policy. Commissioner Dr. Peter Pearse. January 1982 

4-13 Prince Rupert - July 21, 22, 23, 24/1981 

Exhibit 121-126 ...2 

4-14 Prince Rupert - July 21, 22, 23, 24/1981 

Exhibit 127-131 

4-15 Victoria - July 13, 14, 15 

Exhibit 113-120 

4-16 Victoria December 18, 1981 

Exhibit No. 149, 150 

4-17 Whitehorse - January 13, 1982 

Exhibits 153, 154, 155 

4-18 Victoria - Recreational Fisheries - March 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 1982 

Exhibit No.’s 172-181 

4-19 Nanaimo - Research, March 30, 1982 

Exhibit No.’s 182-183 

 

BOX 5 

 

5-1 Briefs not entered into record 

5-2 Submission to The Commission on Pacific Fisheries Policies, Native 

Brotherhood of British Columbia. July 30 1981 

5-3 Vancouver (North) - June 23, 24, 25, 26, 30/81 

Exhibit 97-101 ...3 

5-4 Victoria July 8 & 9/81 

Exhibit 107-112 

5- Vancouver (North) number 1 

June 23, 24, 25, 26, 30/81 

Exhibit 91-96 ...2 

5-6 Nanaimo 8/81 

Exhibits 5-11 

5-7 Port Alberni 

April 10/81 

Exhibits 12-16 



  

5-8 Prince Rupert 

April 22, 23, 24/81 

Exhibit 17-26 

5-9 Vancouver 

April 27 & 28/81 

Exhibit 27-34 

5-10 Victoria 

May 13, 14, 15/81 

Exhibit 35-47 

5-11 Terrace 

May 21/81 

Exhibit 48-51 

5-12 Hazleton (Kispiox) 

May 23/81 

Exhibit 52-53 

5-13 Vancouver, number 1 

May 25, 26, 27, 28 

Exhibit 54-63 ...2 

5-14 Vancouver number 2 

May 25, 26, 27, 28 

Exhibit 64-69 

5-15 Vancouver 

June 3, 4, 5 

Exhibit 70-78 

5-16 Powell River 

June 11/81 

Exhibit 80-82 

5-17 Campbell River 

June 12 & 13 

Exhibit 83-88 

5-18 Port Hardy 

June 19/81 

Exhibit 89-90 

 

BOX 6 

 

6-1 Submission to the Commission on the Pacific Fisheries Policy (Volume 1), 

Native Brotherhood of British Columbia July 30, 1981 



  

6-2 Brief Presented by United Fisherman and Allied Workers Union to 

Commission on Pacific Fisheries Policy 

 

 

INQUIRY ON FEDERAL WATER POLICY SERIES 

 

6-3 Inquiry on Federal Water policy Calgary Alberta October 9 & 10, 1984 

6-4 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Ottawa, Ontario. Vol. I 

December 3-10 1984 

6-5 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Ottawa, Ontario Vol. II 

December 3-10, 1984 

6-6 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Ottawa Ontario. Vol. III 

December 3-10, 1984 

6-7 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

September 18 &19 1984 

6-8 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

October 16, 1984 

6-9 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 

September 24, 1984 

6-10 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Fredericton, New Brunswick 

September 20, 1984 

6-11 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

October 24, 1984 

6-12 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Edmonton, Alberta 

October 12, 1984 

 

BOX 7 

 

7-1 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Vancouver, B.C. Vol. I 

November 19-23, 1984 



  

7-2 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Vancouver, B.C. Vol. II 

November 19-23, 1984 

7-3 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Vancouver, B.C. Vol. III 

November 19-23, 1984 

7-4 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Kelowna, British Columbia 

November 28, 1984 

7-5 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Victoria, British Columbia 

November 26, 1984 

7-6 Inquiry on the Federal Water Policy 

Toronto, Ontario. Vol. I 

October 31-November 2, 1984 

7-7 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Toronto, Ontario. Vol. II 

October 31-November 2, 1984 

7-8 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Montreal 

November 5 & 6, 1984 

7-9 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Regina 

October 22, 1984 

7-10 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

October 23, 1984 

7-11 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

October 15, 1984 

7-12 Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

September 26, 1984  

 

BOX 8 

 

8-1 Release of Water Report. 1985-1986 

8-2 Water pricing and usage research - Correspondence and resources 

1983-1986 



  

8-3 Water Law 

1985 

8-4 Research for international water agreements - Correspondence, publications, 

other resources 

1981-1984 

8-5 The Economics of Water Export Policy - Research Paper by Anthony Scott 

1985 

8-6 Water Resource Management - Research and Correspondence 

1985-1986 

8-7 Federal-Provincial Programs and Activities: A Descriptive Inventory 

1983-1984 

8-8 Living With the Inescapable: Risks and Benefits in Pesticide Policy - 

Publication by Ted Schrecker 

1984 

8-9 Safe Drinking Water Research – publications 

1985 

8-10 Water policy research and correspondence 

1985 - Confidential information indicated on file 

8-11 An Inventory of Health Research on Drinking Water in Canada. Produced for 

Health and Welfare Canada by FACE 

8-12 Research Talent in the Natural Sciences and Engineering: Supply and 

Demand Projections to 1990 

1985 

8-13 Water and Economic Growth in Western Canada by Terrence S. Veeman 

1985 

8-14 Great Lakes Diversions & Consumptive Uses, International Joint Commission 

1985 

8-15 Research on the Canadian Water Policy — Correspondence and publications 

1984-1985 

8-16 Environmental and Economic Concerns Research 

1984-1985 

8-17 Submissions to the Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

1984-1985 

8-18 Canada-Quebec Industrial Development 

1984-1985 

8-19 Call for Participants to the Federal Water Policy 

1984-1985 

8-20 Research Reports and Articles on Water Management 

1983-1984 



  

8-21 Loose Notes and Business Cards 

1984 

 

BOX 9 

 

9-1 Currents of Change: Final Report, Inquiry on Federal Water Policy 

P.H. Pearse, F. Bertrand, J.W. MacLaren  

September 1985 

9-2 Scientific Council of C.N.E.X.O 

1983-1984 

9-3 Alberta Calgary 

1984 

9-4 Exhibits to the Federal Water Policy 123, 165, 166, 167, 187, 206, 216, 220, 221, 

234, 235, 241, 242, 243, 244 

1984 

9-5 Exhibits to the Federal Water Policy 172, 174, 173, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180 

1984 

9-6 Exhibits to the Federal Water Policy 184, 181, 183, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 

191, 192, 193, 195, 194 

9-7 Water Inquiry Brief & Hearings – Saskatoon 

1984 

9-8 Water Inquiry Briefs and Hearings – Calgary 

1984 

9-9 Water Inquiry Briefs and Hearings – Edmonton 

1984 

 


