The Outsiders: Lesson One

Chapters 1 and 2
SWBAT: 

· Define stereotype and judgement

· Identify the difference between cliques and gangs, and relate that to characters in the novel.

· Express their opinions about stereotyping, and relate their experiences in a class discussion.

Hook/Introduction: Tuff Talk

Topic: Write a journal about a time when you felt like an outsider. 

-Students will be provided with a handout that has the journal topic outlined at the top, and provides space for writing at the bottom. They will be advised to keep their journals for their portfolio.

10 min.

Teacher Lecture

-I will quickly review the contents of chapters one and two, and highlight key points, which the students will take notes on.

10 min.

Class Discussion

-I will put up overheads of photographs of people from different social groups (ie. ‘hoods’, rich kids, homeless people, old people, etc.)

Q: How do you feel about the portrayal of these groups?

Q: What do these pictures make you think of?

Q: Are these pictures associated with negative or positive reactsions?

Q: Are these portrayals accurate?

Q: What do adults do to teen-agers that classifies/stereotypes them unfairly? (vice versa)

-Provide definition of stereotype and judgement. (Kids write down in study section)

Q: What does it mean to be an outsider? What was it like in September, coming to a new school, going from the leaders of elementary school to the bottom of the food chain in high school? 

Q: Do the people represented in the pictures feel like outsiders? 

15 min.

Group Work/Presentation

-Gangs vs. Cliques: Get the students into groups of 3-4. Students will be given a topic (gangs or cliques) and they have to brainstorm on poster paper all the words and ideas that they associate with their topic. They will then present their paper to the front of the class, where we will compile a class list to define the two.

Q: Are the Socs a gang or a clique?

Q: Are the Outsiders a gang or a clique?

25 min.

Portfolio Project

-Explanation of portfolio project: students will be keeping a compilation of all of their work from the Outsiders Unit. They will include all study notes, worksheets, journals, assignments and rubrics in their portfolio box. They will be given time in class next day to create their portfolio. Their portfolio must express themselves, and give insight into their identity and who they are. They can use magazine clippings, poems, song lyrics, quotes, family pictures, and anything else that explains who they are. They will be decorating a shoebox that will contain all of their work.

-Students are required to bring a shoebox, magazine clippings, and any other material they will need for their portfolio for next day.

10 min.

Silent Reading time (if time allows)

10 min.

Homework:

-Students are to read chapters three and four for next class.

-Students are to bring in a shoebox and portfolio supplies for next class.

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their contribution to the class discussion, as well as their participation in the group project. Their presentation will also be evaluated on completeness and clarity.
Materials:

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-pictures of people from different social groups (overheads)

-poster paper

-felt pens

The Outsiders: Lesson Two

Chapters 3 and 4
SWBAT:

· Define identity
· Recognize the factors that influence a person’s identity, and relate those to the characters in the novel.

· Work productively and creatively on their portfolio box.

Hook/Introduction: Tuff Talk

Topic: Who are you? What makes you unique? What factors influence who you are?
10 min.
Teacher Lecture/Discussion
-I will provide a definition of identity. 

*Characters in the novel are influenced by many factors in their lives, some which they can control, some which they cannot.

-Identity is formed by things that are really important to you.

-I will provide some factors which influence the characters’ identities

· Money

· Social status

· Hair

· Clothes

· Friends

-Relate these factors to the students, and the discussion of gangs and cliques.

Q: Are these factors that influence your lives?

Q: Do you think your identity would be different if you had a different group of friends?

Q: Would you place more/less importance on things if you grew up in a different culture, or in a different family?

Chapter Review

Q: Do you think Johnny and Ponyboy should have run away?

Q: Why do you think Dally, who is usually unkind and mean, would help the boys?

15 min.
Wanted Ad
-Students will work on a creating a wanted ad for either Johnny or Ponyboy.  They must draw the ads representing the two different identities of the boys: the identity that their friends the Greasers see, and the identity that the public sees. Perhaps include stereotypes and judgements. (See rubric)

20 min.

Portfolio Project

-Students will be given time to work on their portfolios in class. Students are reminded of the criteria, and notified that they will provide a one-page explanation of their box, and why it represents them.

Biopoem: This will be one of the required elements of the portfolio. Students are to create a bio-poem for themselves, as well as one for a character of their choice. Their own bio-poem must be placed on their portfolio box.
30 min.
Clean-Up

-Students will clean up materials and put all work into their portfolio box. They are not allowed to leave until all materials are clean, and desks are back in order. 

-Once the room is clean and they are sitting, the students will be notified of a quiz the next day in class  It is simply a check to see if they have done the reading.

5 min.

Homework

-Study for the quiz next class; make sure you have read up to the end of chapter four.

-Finish your bio-poem if it is not done by the end of class.

Materials

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-Shoeboxes

-Scissors, glue, tape

-Magazines

-Other materials students are responsible for.

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their contribution to the class discussion.

-Students will be evaluated on their ability to work productively and independently on their portfolio box.

Lesson Three: The Outsiders

Chapter 5
SWBAT:

· Demonstrate completion and comprehension of chapters 1-4 on quiz.

· Understand the elements of characterization, and apply those elements to the characters in the novel.

· Participate in an oral reading of Chapter Five

Quiz

10 min.

Hook/Introduction: Tuff Talk
Topic: Write about an event or person that has impacted your life and helped form your character.
10 min.
Teacher Lecture

-I will provide a definition of characterization, and share that with the class. (They will write down in study section)

-I will point out key phrases and paragraphs from the novel that help introduce characterization.

-Point out language to the novel that is specific to the different social groups. (Write these down in language handout.)

-Foreshadowing
10 min.

Worksheet

-Students will receive characterization chart and Ponyboy worksheet. They will begin filling them out in class.

-Remind students that characterization is an important part of the novel, and to keep filling out the chart as they read.

-Students are encouraged to flip back in their novel to find any key points or phrases about Ponyboy that will help fill out their sheet.

*Before beginning, show students a completed worksheet that they can use as a guide.

15 min.
Reading

-Students and myself will read Chapter five aloud.

25 min.

*As we read, students can fill out characterization sheet, or jot down notes about each of the characters.

Silent Reading

-All remaining time will be given to the students to begin reading chapter six.

10 min.

Homework
-Students are to finish reading chapter five and complete chapter six.

-Students are to complete the characterization chart, based on new information they have found in the chapters.

Materials

-class copies of The Outsiders

-Ponyboy worksheet

-Characterization worksheet

-Example of completed characterization worksheet

-Quiz

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their knowledge and reading completion of chapters three and four during the quiz.

-Students will be assessed on their ability to listen to the story and read aloud when asked.
Lesson Four: The Outsiders
Chapters 5 and 6
SWBAT:

· Participate actively in a discussion about chapter five and chapter six.
· Analyze Robert Frost poem and identify important elements.

· Work productively and cooperatively on a group project.

· Incorporate the elements of characterization in their project.

Introduction/Hook: Tuff Talk

Topic: Write about a moment in your childhood that you remember vividly. It can be happy, sad, scary, exciting, or anything else you remember it to be. Try to be as detailed as possible!

10 min.

Teacher Lecture

-I will summarize some of the points from chapters five and six.

Q: Was Johnny wrong for killing the Soc?

Q: Why do you think Johnny looked like he was having the time of his life when he was rescuing the children?

Q: What does Ponyboy mean when he says, “Dally was of the breed that could take anything, because he was hard and tough, and when he wasn’t, he could run hard and tough?”  Relate this to characterization.

10 min.

Poetry Reading

-Students and teacher will read the poem silently.

-Teacher will read the poem aloud, and two other students will also read the poem aloud.

5 min.

Class Discussion

-Class will analyze the Robert Frost poem.

Q: Do you like the poem?

Q: What do you think the poem means?

Q: Why does Ponyboy think the poem represents the sunset?

Q: What are some of the images you see when you hear the poem?

**Look at some examples from the novel that support this idea: (p.38, p.68)

10 min.
Worksheet

-Students will be given the Robert Frost poetry worksheet, which they are to fill out individually and hand in.

15 min.

Characterization Assignment Outline and Groupwork

-I will outline the assignment for the students, and put them in groups.

-Ideas: book about their character; human outline of their character; book of poetry about their character; outline of a leather jacket for their character, etc.

-Students can choose from any significant character in the book.

-No more than two groups working on the same character.

-Students will all be provided with the same amount of paper and supplies.

-Students will be presenting their character project to the class in lesson ten.

-Essay assignment is to be handed in at the presentation date.

-Each student must hand in their own essay
· See essay topic sheet. Some to be used for essay, some for final exam.

-Students are to use the five paragraph essay format.

-Students spend the rest of class working on their assignment.

25 min.
Homework
-Students are to read chapter seven. As they read, they are to look for more supporting evidence about their character.

Materials

-class copies of The Outsiders

-10 pieces of poster paper

-scissors, glue, markers, etc.

-poetry worksheet

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their contribution to the class poetry discussion.

-Students will be assessed on their ability to complete the worksheet correctly.

-Students will be assessed on their ability to work within a group, and their problem-solving ability within that group.

Lesson Five: The Outsiders
Chapter 7
SWBAT:

· Identify the theme of family in the novel.

· Recognize the important characteristics of family.

· Participate willingly in a role-playing activity

· Identify the elements of setting, and its place in the novel.

Introduction/Hook: Tuff Talk

Topic: Discuss your family. How is each member, including yourself, different and unique? Finish the following statements: The best thing about my family is… The worst thing about my family is…. My family is important to me because…

10 min.

Teacher Lecture/Discussion
-I will explain the importance of family in the novel, and how the composition of family is different for different people.

-I will show examples of family from the novel:

· P. 113: The Curtis family always leaves their front door unlocked for their ‘family.’

· Johnny has more family in the Greasers than he does in his own family.

· The Curtis family does not have parents.

· The Socs usually have two parents, and a good family life.

Q: Is the Socs sense of family better than the Greasers, or worse?

Q: What defines a family? Do family members have to be blood relatives?
Q: Do you have ‘family members’ who are not direct relatives?

Q: Do you consider friends your family? Sometimes friends are more family than your real family.

15 min.

Role-Playing Activity: Exploring Family Dynamics

-Students are put into groups, and are each assigned a character. They are given different scenarios which they have to act out according to their role, and based on the knowledge they have acquired from the novel thus far. (see handout for scenarios)

-Once they have practiced in their groups, the students will present to the rest of the class and we will discuss how the different family dynamics affect the result of the conflict.

25 min.

Teacher Lecture

-I will introduce the setting of the novel, and its contribution to the mood.

-I will explain all of the elements that contribute to the setting, and provide a background for the novel.

-I will put up pictures and use examples from the novel of slang, clothing, and media that are representative of the era.

10 min.

Fashion Show Project

-I will provide the rubric and explain the expectations for the fashion show. They will be working in different groups than the characterization assignment.

-Students will have to each present a fashion show that incorporates the characters from the novel as the ‘models’, and they must be in the style of the times. Announcers will describe the outfits, why they are important, and use appropriate slang.

-Other aspects of the era are to be incorporated, and will be outlined in the rubric.

10 min.

Homework

-Students are to begin reading chapter eight.

-Students should begin thinking about their fashion show project, and can begin research at home.

Materials

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-Fashion show rubric

-Family role-playing scenarios

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their ability to perform their scenarios responsibly in front of the class, and demonstrate their knowledge of the characters through the scenario.

-Students will be assessed on their contribution to the class discussion on family.

Lesson Six: The Outsiders

SWBAT:

· Demonstrate their understanding of the 1950’s era through the research they have gathered.

· Relate the components of setting to the research they have found, and why it is an important factor in the novel.

· Act responsibly through their use of the library and computer resources.

-Students will spend the first half of this lesson in the library, where they will be directed to research materials that are relevant to their project.

-Students will spend the second half of the class in the computer lab, where they will be guided to specific websites and sources that have information pertaining to their topic.

-Students must show me what they have gathered for their project at the end of the class.

-I expect to be shown at least three popular songs, two media products, two historical events/figures, and five examples of popular articles of clothing.

Homework

-Students must finish reading chapter eight for next class.

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on the amount of research they have gathered by the end of the period, based on the criteria I have outlined.

-Students will be assessed on their responsibility and behaviour in both the library and computer lab setting.

Lesson Seven: The Outsiders

Chapter 8
SWBAT:

· Define ‘expectations’ and identify expectations that are made of them.

· Identify the theme of friendship in the novel, and how friendship is represented through the characters of the novel.

· Explain how bullying is one aspect that occurs in the novel, and how it affects friendship.

Hook/Introduction: Tuff Talk

Topic: What expectations do you hold for yourself? What expectations do your friends and family hold for you? 

10 min.

Teacher Lecture/Discussion
-I will introduce the elements of friendship, and point out examples that occur in the novel.

-I will provide a definition of expectations, and relate that to friendship.

-Draw the connection between friendship and identity, which we have already explored.

· Often identity is influenced by friendship, and vice versa.

Q: Why are you friends with people?

Q: How do friends differ from family?

Q: Have you ever been friends with somebody, and they (or you) did something to compromise that friendship?

Q: Have you ever avoided or not become friends with somebody because they weren’t like you? 

· Relate to high school vs. university: sometimes you’re friends with people because they are there, not because you have similar interests. Relate to my experience at UBC, vs. the friends I have from home.

Q: What expectations do you hold for your friends? What happens if they (or you) fail to meet those expectations?

Q: What does Ponyboy mean when he says that the gang needed Johnny as much as Johnny needed the gang? What does this say about their friendship?

20 min.

Code of Honour Worksheet

-Students will complete this worksheet in class.

10 min.

Teacher Lecture

-Read the bullying article from the newspaper.

-Give examples of bullying from the novel.

-Talk about peer pressure: is this bullying or friendship?

Q: What do you do if your friends want you to do something you don’t want to do?

15 min.

Bullying Worksheet

10 min.

Characterization Assignment

-Students will look through the book, looking for examples of friendship that occur in the novel, and how this affects the characterization of their character.

15 min.

Homework

-Study for quiz on chapters 5-8 next day.

-read chapter nine
**Remind students to bring fashion show materials for next class.**

Materials

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-Code of Honour worksheet

-Bullying worksheet

-Bullying article

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their Code of Honour worksheet, and the Bullying worksheet.

-Students will be assessed on their participation in the class discussions.

Lesson Eight: The Outsiders

Chapter 9
SWBAT:

· Demonstrate their completion of readings on chapters 5-8 on the quiz.

· Identify the processes used to deal with difficult emotions and grieving.

· Identify the style and structure of writing an obituary, and the important elements of an obituary.

· Work productively in a group while working on fashion show project.

Quiz

10 min.

Hook/Introduction: Tuff Talk

Topic: Think back to a difficult situation that has affected your life. How did you handle the situation? What sort of emotions were you feeling? Explain how you dealt with those emotions.

10 min.

Teacher Lecture/Discussion

-I will outline the events that occurred in chapter nine, and how Ponyboy reacted to Johnny’s death, and how he feels about the rumble.

-The steps of grieving will be introduced.

-I will outline different strategies for dealing with emotions.

Q: Explain what you think Darry was feeling when he faced Paul Holden at the rumble. (If necessary, explain who Paul Holden is, and read the scene from the novel. Discuss why Darry would be upset)

Q: What do you think Johnny means when he tells Ponyboy to “stay gold” right before he dies?

20 min.

Worksheet

-“Ponyboy is dealing with a wide range of emotions about the rumble.”

-The students will fill out the ‘What’s Next’ worksheet to explore how they would react to different scenarios, and how they would deal with the emotions that arise.

15 min.

Fashion Show Project

-Students will be given the rest of the class to plan their fashion show, which will be presented in two days. 

25 min.

Homework

-Read the last four chapters of the novel (they are really short).

-Do any homework/finishing touches to the fashion show and/or characterization assignment.

Materials

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-Fashion show materials: paper, glue, scissors

-‘What’s Next’ worksheet.

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their ability to work within a group on their project.

-Students will be assessed on their responses to the worksheet.

-Students will be assessed on their contribution to the class discussion.

Lesson Nine: The Outsiders

Chapters 10, 11 and 12
SWBAT:

· Define heroism and gallant.

· Identify the qualities that a hero has, and relate those qualities to characters in the novel.

· Identify sources from which you can receive advice and guidance.

Hook/Introduction: Tuff Talk

Topic: Who is your biggest hero? Why is that person important to you? What has that person done to become your hero?

* As the students walk in the class I will be playing the song ‘Hero’ by Nickelback. I will explain that the theme of the day is heroes, and the music is there to inspire!

10 min.

Teacher Lecture/Discussion

-I will summarize the important points of the final four chapters. 

-I will bring in different newspaper articles about real-life heroes. I will read these aloud to the class. We will brainstorm together the qualities of a hero, and come up with a definition.

-I will outline the differences between a real-life hero and a celebrity hero.

-This will relate to the idea of being a role model: Johnny and Ponyboy were heroes, but are they role models?

-Bring in examples from the novel about different characters being heroes.

-Heroes often solve problems for other people (ie. Johnny and Ponyboy solving problem of fire; Dally solving problem of murder.) 

**Brainstorm problems that the Greasers face throughout the novel. How do some of these problems get solved?

15 min.

Worksheet

-Students will work in pairs to finish the Heroes vs. Hoodlums worksheet. This must be completed in class, within ten minutes.

10 min.

Teacher Lecture

-Introduce the notion of being gallant. I will provide a definition of gallant. 

-Relate being gallant to Gone With the Wind, that Johnny and Ponyboy were reading. I will explain how these southern gentlemen were gallant, and what actions they did that are similar to some of the characters in the novel.

Q: Did Johnny die gallant?

Q: Is Dally gallant?

Q: Have you ever done anything that could be considered gallant?

15 min.

Worksheet

-INTRODUCE FIRST: Students often look up to their heroes, and turn to them for advice. Johnny was dealing with a lot of problems in his live, and his parents were not there to support him, so he often received advice from his friends. Here are some examples:
-Students will complete the ‘Advice to Johnny’ worksheet.  We will work through these questions as a class. They will have time at their desks to think of an answer, and then we will go through them together.

15 min.

Characterization Assignment

-Students will have the remaining time in class to work on their characterization posters, or to discuss their fashion show.

15 min.

Homework

-Fashion show presentation will be happening next class. Students are to bring all necessary supplies and be on time.

Materials

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-‘Advice to Ponyboy’ worksheet

-‘Heroes vs. Hoodlums’ worksheet

-Music, ‘Hero’ by Nickelback.

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their participation in class discussions.

-Students will be assessed on their responses on the worksheets.

-Students will be assessed on their ability to work quietly and responsibly in a group on their projects.

Lesson Ten: The Outsiders
SWBAT:

· Demonstrate their understanding of setting as it occurs in the novel through their presentations.

· Incorporate different aspects of the 1950’s era in their fashion show.

· Participate actively and responsively both during their presentation and while watching other groups.

Fashion Show!!

-The presentations will take most of the class. Each group will be performing for approximately ten minutes, and there will be time in between each group to re-arrange the setting and get organized. Any remaining time will be given to students to work on their summary.

Self- and Peer-Evaluations

-Students will be given four evaluation sheets. They are to fill out one sheet for themselves, and one sheet for the other members of the group. These sheets will assess their contribution to the group project.

Homework

-Prepare for characterization presentations next day. (There will be fifteen minutes at the beginning of class for students to add finishing touches).

-Work on final essay that will be due on the last day of class.

Materials

-cd player

-Evaluation forms

-Presentation rubrics

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their ability to participate in the performances, both as a performer and an observer.

-Students will be assessed on their presentation based on the established rubric and the assessment sheets.

Lesson Eleven: The Outsiders

SWBAT:

· Demonstrate their knowledge about the characters in the novel through their presentation.

· Identify key elements that will be emphasized on the unit test.

· Ask questions and answer peer’s questions about the novel.

Group Project Preparation

-Students will have time to finalize their presentations.

10 min.

Characterization Presentations

-Students will perform their character to the rest of the class. They will discuss their poster, and explain how they came up with the information. 

-Students who are watching are to fill out characterization charts for the presented characters as they watch.

30 min.

Test Review

-I will go over the major themes we have covered in the novel:

· Characters






· Heroism

· Identity

· Friendship

· Family

· Setting

-I will discuss key scenes and quotes from the novel:

· Robert Frost poem

· The rumble
· The fire at the church

· The deaths of Johnny and Dally

15 min.

Test Review Jeopardy

-I will have established a board game that will ask potential test questions. Students will be split into six groups. 

-One group will choose the question, and each group will have the opportunity to answer the question. The first group that responds gets five points, the second group gets four, etc.

-Groups are only awarded the points if they get the question right. The first group to respond correctly gets to choose the next question.

*The winning group gets to make up a question for the final test.*

25 min.

-Hand out test review sheet.

Homework

-Students are to study for the test the next day.

-They are also reminded about their final essays, which are due on the last day of class.

-Students are to hand in their portfolio as well on the last day of class.

Materials

-Class copies of The Outsiders

-Students must bring characterization assignments and summaries.

-Key points from the novel

-Test review handout

-Jeopardy game

-Character worksheet

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their characterization assignment based on the rubric that was already given out.

-Students will be assessed on their participation in the presentation, both as presenters and observers.

-Students will be assessed on their completed character worksheet, based on the information that the other group presented.

Lesson Twelve: The Outsiders

SWBAT:

· Demonstrate their knowledge and comprehension about the novel on the test.

· Watch the movie quietly and complete the movie worksheet.
TEST DAY!!

Test

-Students will be given the test, and will complete it individually without books.

40 min.

Movie Presentation

-Students will spend the remainder of the day watching The Outsiders movie. They will be given a worksheet that they must complete and include in their portfolio.

-I will bring a chocolate cake (The Curtis family’s favourite meal) for the students to eat while watching the movie.

40 min.

Homework
-Essays and portfolios are to be handed in next class.

Materials

-Chocolate cake, plates and forks

-Test

-TV/VCR

-Copy of The Outsiders movie.

Assessment

-Students will be assessed on their knowledge and comprehension of the novel based on their test.

-Students will be assessed on their comprehension of the movie based on the movie worksheet.

Lesson Thirteen: The Outsiders

SWBAT:

· Demonstrate their completion of tasks in their portfolio.

· Watch the movie responsibly and quietly.

MOVIE DAY!!

-Students will complete watching the film version of the movie The Outsiders.

-As they watch, they will finish the movie worksheet and hand it in with their portfolios.

55 min.

Portfolio Presentation

-Students will take the remaining class time to present their portfolios (if they want). They can explain what they chose to decorate their portfolio, and why that was important to them.

-I will present mine first to initiate activity.

15 min.

Crossword Puzzle

-Students will complete The Outsiders crossword puzzle with the remaining time.

10 min.

Exit Slips

-As the students leave class, they are required to put an exit slip in the mailbox. The exit slip must include the following:

· What I liked best about this unit

· What I didn’t like about this unit.

· Things I would like to have done.

Materials

-TV, VCR, copy of The Outsiders movie.

-The Outsiders crossword puzzle.
The Outsiders:

Heroes Vs. Hoodlums:
A Unit Plan for Grade Eight English
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Essay Topics

“Sixteen years on the streets and you can learn a lot. But all the wrong things, not the things you want to learn.” (p. 122)

Discuss this quote from the novel and how it applies to each of the boys’ lives. What things did they learn? What things might they have liked to learn? Support your ideas with what you know about the characters through examples from the novel.

Write an essay about how expectations played a role in the lives of the Socs and the Greasers.  How did internal and external expectations influence each group’s actions in the novel?

Write an essay explaining why each of the Greasers could be considered a ‘hero’. Include your own definition of hero in the essay, and be sure to explain how each boy, in his own way, meets your definition. Be sure to include examples from the text.

Write an essay about how the Socs were more of a disgrace and menace to society than the Greasers.  Look at how society viewed and treated the two groups.  Explain the characteristics of each group, their actions, and the choices each made.  Be sure to support your ideas with examples from the novel.

Discuss Ponyboy’s evolving conception of the Socs.  How does his opinion of the Socs at the end of the novel differ from his opinion at the beginning?
Compare and contrast the Curtis brothers Darry, Sodapop and Ponyboy. How does their relationship change over the course of the novel?

Compare and contrast Johnny and Dally. What roles do they play in the novel? What roles do they play in Ponyboy’s life?

Resources

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/outsiders/study.html
The Outsiders Novel Study: Judith A. Gallant

http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/engramja/outsider.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Outsiders_%28novel%29_slang_dictionary
Identity in S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders: Melissa Griffith and Michelle Pavlov.

http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/m/l/mlp180/junior/outsiders.html
www.webenglishteacher.com/hinton.html
Unit plans on The Outsiders, provided by former UBC LLED students.

-This can be given to the students to help them with their fashion show. This is a summary of the slang used by the characters throughout the novel. Encourage them to use the language during their presentation.
The Outsiders: Slang Dictionary

· lone it: Doing something alone.

· jumped: Attacked by the Socials.

· slugged: Punched.

· lift: Steal.

· hacked off: Yell, get mad at.

· tough: Rough.

· tuff: Cool, Sharp.

· rolled: To steal from.

· savvy: Do you understand?

· Socs: Short for: ?Socials.?

· Socials: The rich kids from the west side.

· Greaser: The poor kids from the east side.

· heater: Gun.

· weed: Cigarette.

· rumble: Fight.

· hood: Like Greaser.

· fuzz: Police.

· lighting up: Lighting a cigarette.

· dig: Like something.

· boozed up: Drunk.

· rank: Un-cool.

· swipe: Steal.

· broad: Beautiful girl.

· cancer stick: Cigarette.

Role Playing Activities

Scenario #1: Johnny killing Bob

Characters:

Ponyboy, Darry, Sodapop

Scenario #2: Cherry’s father sees her at the movies with Johnny, Ponyboy and Dally. Characters: Cherry, Cherry’s father, Cherry’s mother.

Scenario #3: Johnny’s parents vs. Johnny’s ‘family’ in the gang.

Characters: Johnny, Dally

Scenario #4: Ponyboy and Johnny running away.

Characters: Ponyboy, Darry, Sodapop

Scenario #5: Johnny killing Bob

Characters: Johnny, Johnny’s mom, Johnny’s dad.

Scenario #6: Discuss the following: tension at home.

Characters: Sodapop, Darry, Ponyboy.

Scenario #7: Your child’s rescue from the burning church by Johnny and Ponyboy.

Characters: Rescued child’s mother, rescued child’s father, Johnny, Ponyboy.

Scenario #8: The future of the family of brothers.

Characters: Sodapop, Darry, Ponyboy.

Name________________

Code of Honour
You have been challenged by your friends to justify your friendship. Answer the following questions to establish a code of honour between you and your friends….

What is a code of honour? __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What unspoken rules exist between friends? How far should friends go for each other? Write the code of honour for you and your friends. _________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think your group of friends differs much from other groups? Do you think your code of honour differs from that of the Greasers? Why or why not? __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name___________
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Bullying
1. List some ways teen-agers bully each other.

2. List some ways adults bully each other.

3. List some ways adults bully teen-agers.
4. List some ways children bully adults.

5. What are some ways that bullying hurts yourself?

6. Do you think that punishing bullies is always the best way to get someone to stop bullying?
Portfolio Project

You will be preparing a portfolio box that will contain all of your work for The Outsiders unit. The box will be decorated and designed to represent your personality and identity, and will be a place in which to keep all of your work during this class, and perhaps a place for you to keep work which you are really proud of for years to come.  The portfolio will be marked out of 25, and will be worth 25% of your grade for this unit. It is your responsibility to make sure that all of the requirements for the portfolio are in the box when you hand it in.
The portfolio will be marked in two parts:

1. Your design (/7)
2. Your contents (/18)
1. Design:

Your portfolio will consist of a shoebox, that will be decorated in things that will represent who you are. You can create any sort of decoration you wish. Some examples include:

· Pictures of you, your friends, your family.

· Your name (which is always good for helping me give you a mark!)

· Song lyrics from a band or song you really like.

· Pictures from magazines of your favourite actor/singer/sports hero

· Pictures of your favourite activities, your favourite clothes, your favourite animals

· Samples of poetry or writing that you have written yourself

· Quotes that you really like, or that inspire you.

**Your portfolio box must include a bio-poem, which is a type of poetry that explains who you are. You will be given more information about the poem in class.

** Your portfolio must include a one-page summary that explains why you chose to decorate your box the way you did. This is to be turned in at the end of the unit with your box.

2. Content:

Inside your portfolio box you must include the following items:

· Portfolio design summary

· All Tuff Talk journal entries (8)
· Wanted Ad

· Bio-poem

· All characterization charts

· ‘Nothing Gold Can Stay’ worksheet

· Bullying worksheet

· Code of Honour worksheet

· Advice to Johnny worksheet

· What’s Next worksheet

· All quizzes

· Self- and peer-evaluation forms

· Brain Buster study notes
· Your essay

· One-page fashion show summary

Each of the individual assignments will be graded and will count towards your overall portfolio mark. If you are missing any of the required documents you will lose marks.  Some assignments, like your essay, will make up part of your portfolio mark, as well as a percentage of the overall unit mark.
THIS IS AN EASY TASK!!  All I am asking is that you decorate your box, explain your decorations, and keep all of your work in the box. Easy marks!!
Global Rationale

Teen-age children experience many conflicts and face many issues during their high school years. They must face changing friendships, changing identities, changing families.  Adolescence is a time when you are finding out about the world, and the harsh realities that exist, such as prejudice, social hierarchy, deteriorating family life and violence. These are real issues that face real students, and The Outsiders is a novel that addresses those issues in a way that students can relate to.



By introducing characters that students can relate to, it is easier for them to see the connections made between what happens to the characters in the novel, and what happens to them in real life.  Also, the novel is written from the eyes of someone their own age, so it makes it more relevant for them, and easier to understand.  The issues that the novel addresses are age-old; what was important back in the 1960’s is still important now.  The Outsiders will open the students’ eyes to issues such heroism, friendship, family and identity.  These are very important and relevant issues for young adults to learn about, and I feel that The Outsiders is the perfect medium for the students to work with in order to learn more about the world around them.

The Outsiders Unit

Objectives:

· For the students to become more aware of the social issues, such as prejudice, social hierarchy, identity, and friendship, that exist both within the novel, and their lives, and to draw connections between the two.

· For the students to learn a variety of ways to deal with these issues that face them.

· For the students to be exposed to a variety of different learning styles so that their best ability and knowledge can be exposed.

Unit Summary


This unit is composed of thirteen lessons, each one being 80 minutes long. I have included several quizzes, as a check to ensure the students are completing the readings, a final unit test, an essay, a portfolio project, and a presentation.  As well, there are many other minor activities that will allow the students to demonstrate their knowledge in a variety of ways.  The students will be assessed on participation, presentation, ability to work within a group, and writing.  I realize that grade eight students do not have very long attention span, so I have tried to incorporate a lot of fun activities to keep them active and engaged.  As well, I have tried to incorporate some critical thinking questions and activities to ensure that the students are able to take the issues that are addressed in the novel and make it relevant to their own lives, because I think that is the most important part of learning.
