
  

How to search 
CAB Direct

 
What is CAB Direct? 

• Search interface for CAB Abstracts, CAB Abstracts Archives and Global Health.   
• Covers the fields of agriculture, forestry, human health, animal health, nutrition and the management and 

conservation of natural resources. 
• Indexes international applied sciences journal articles, book reviews, reports and proceedings from 1900 - 

present. 
To Access CAB Direct and to Get UBC Full Text 

• Go to the UBC library Home Page: http://www.library.ubc.ca/. 
• Select E-Resources, then Indexes & Databases 
• Enter CAB Direct in the Search box, click Search, to reach http://resources.library.ubc.ca/219 
• Connect via the web for CAB Direct (CAB Abstracts & Global Health). If you are off-campus, you will 

be prompted to connect via EZProxy. 
 
Search 
 

Figure 1: CAB Direct Advanced Search Using Fields 

• To perform a search enter search terms in the 
Search box and click Submit.  

• CAB Direct automatically uses AND to 
combine search terms. 

• Limit a search by selecting a field, such as title 
or author, from the drop down list of All fields 
next to the Search box.  

• The default is All fields where CAB Direct 
conducts a free-text search. 

 
Boolean Searching 

Figure 2: Searching with Boolean Operators 

• Use Boolean Searching with the AND, OR and 
NOT operators to combine multiple search 
terms in the Search box. 

• AND narrows a search finding results that 
contain both terms. 

• OR expands a search finding results that 
contain either term. 

• NOT excludes terms that are not wanted in the 
results. 

• These operators can also be selected from the 
drop down list next to the Search box. 
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Search Techniques 
 

 
Figure 3: Applying Phrase Searching 

• CAB Direct uses word stemming as a default 
where a search for housing will also find results for 
house, houses and housed. 

• Truncation can be applied with an asterisk after 
the route of a word where a search for nutri* will 
find results for nutrient, nutrients, nutrition etc. 

• To find an exact phrase enclose the search terms 
in quotation marks.  

 
Note: A search for an exact phrase e.g. “cattle 
housing” will turn off word stemming. 
 

 
Limiting a Search 

 
Figure 4: Applying Search Limits 

• A search can be limited by Publication Date, 
Added Since, Language and Document Type on 
the Advanced search screen. 

• Use Added Since to find results that were added 
since the last time you searched CAB Direct. 

 
Note: Limits are not carried over from search to 
search. 

 
Displaying Search Results 
 

Figure 5: Results Display 

• Search results can be displayed by Most 
Recent First or Most Relevant First by 
using the drop down list. Results can be 
refined at this time. 

• Each result record is numbered and displays 
its title, authors, citation details and a 
section of the abstract. Click the View 
Abstract link for the detailed abstract. 

• Search terms are highlighted in green. 
• The number of Results Per Page can be 

changed from 10 up to 100 using the drop 
down list. 

• Click on the hyperlinked title for more 
Document Details. 

• Click the star next to the record number to 
add it to the Marked records list. 

• Click the UBC eLink or View Full Text to 
find the article in either UBC’s holdings or in 
CAB Direct.  
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Refining Search Results 

 
Figure 6: Refining Search Results 

• The expandable Refine Results list on the left side of the 
search results narrows results by Specific Topic, Subject 
Category (CABICODE), Year of Publication, Source Title, 
Author, Geographic Location, Language, Full Text and 
Your CABI Databases. 

• Click the hyperlinked category to view the refine options. Click 
more… for additional options. 

• Multiple refine options can be set at a time. 
 
Note: A red X along with the refine option will appear at the top of 
the results screen to show that a refine option has been set. Click 
the red X to remove the refine option.                            

                                        

 
Building and Combining Searches Using Search History 

 
Figure 7: Using Search History 

• A Search History is saved as searches are preformed. 
• Click on Search History in the orange Tools box to the 

right of the search results to view the list. 
• Results can be rerun by clicking on the hyperlinked 

search. 
• Results can be combined using AND, OR and NOT to 

build a new search. 
• To combine searches check the box next to the search, 

select a Boolean Operator and click Combine. 
 
Note: Search History is not automatically saved for later 
when you end your session. 

 

Searching Using the Thesaurus  

Figure 8:  Using the Thesaurus 

• CAB Direct has a Thesaurus which can be used to 
find terms. This is a useful way to search broad, 
narrow and related terms. 

• Click Thesaurus displayed above the search box 
on any screen to access the thesaurus. 

• Enter a search term in the Search Thesaurus box. 
A list of terms will appear in the middle square. 
Click add next to a term so that it appears in the 
Search string box. Click Send to CAB Direct for 
search results. 
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Mark Results to Print, Email or Export to RefWorks 

 
Figure 9: Exporting to RefWorks 
 

• Before results can be printed, emailed or 
exported they need to be added to the Marked 
records list by clicking the star next to the results 
number (or click Mark: All for adding all results).  

• Clicking None will empty the marked list. 
• Click Marked records in the orange Tools box 

right of the search results to view the marked list. 
• From the orange Tools box click Print marked 

records or Email marked records to print or 
email marked results. Choose the appropriate 
format choices. 

• Export results to RefWorks by clicking Export 
marked Citations from the orange Tools box. 
Choose Full Record and click Export to 
RefWorks. Follow any further instructions. 

 

Saving Search Results Using MyCABDirect 

Figure 10: Viewing My Searches in MyCABDirect 
 

Figure 11: Viewing My Saved Records in MyCABDirect
  

• Search results can be saved for later by 
creating a MyCABDirect account by 
registering using the Create a free 
account in the left black box. Log in using 
MyCABDirect. 

• When logged in additional options, such as 
Save this search, Create an email alert 
and Saved marked in MyCABDirect 
appear in the orange Tools box. Save this 
search will save the searched terms as My 
Searches in your MyCABDirect account. 
Save marked in MYCABDirect will save 
the marked result as My Saved Records 
in your MyCABDirect account. 

• View your account by clicking Go to 
MyCABDirect in the left black box. 

• My Searches can be deleted, combined 
using Boolean Operators, rerun or updated 
using RSS feeds. Recent searches can 
also be saved here. 

• My Saved Records can be deleted or 
exported to RefWorks.  

 

To Learn More About Searching With CAB Direct 
 

• Ask a librarian at the Library Reference Desk. 
• Use the Help feature in CAB Direct located above the Search box. 
• Refer to the CAB Direct User Guides at http://www.cabi.org/default.aspx?site=170&page=2043 
• View the online tutorials at http://www.cabi.org/default.aspx?site=170&page=2196 
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