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Introduction

The International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union, Canadian Are a
fonds includes records dating from 1910 to 1980 and predominantly cover the
years between 1953 and 1974 . The records consist of 5 .87 metres of textual
material, 142 sound recordings of which 109 are sound tape reels and 33 are o f
sound cassettes . The fonds was transferred to the University of British
Columbia Library - Special Collections and University Archives Division from
the union's head office at 2681 East Hastings Street, Vancouver in June 1981 .
An unconfirmed folder list is available . While there are no restrictions on
access, literary rights have been retained and permission is required from the
Canadian Area executive to copy for commercial purposes . The fonds was
donated by the Canadian Area President Frank Kennedy. Accruals are expected
but not scheduled. The records have been placed in acid-free folders an d
records storage boxes, some of which are acid-free . Staples and other metal
fasteners have still to be removed .



Administrative History

The International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Unio n
Canadian Area was formed with the adoption of a constitution at a convention
held January 31 to February 1, 1959 . The Canadian Area has since that tim e
functioned as an autonomous Canadian union, affiliated with the Internationa l
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union (I.L.W.U.) headquartered at San
Francisco, California, U .S.A. The head office of the Canadian Area is located in
Vancouver, British Columbia with a geographic jurisdiction covering all o f
Canada (See Appendix A - constitution) . However, its main sphere of influenc e
is centred on the West Coast of the country . Affiliated local unions each have a
separate constitution and by-laws which must comply with the provisions of
the constitution of the Canadian Area. Each local has representation at the
Canadian area level . The union's industrial jurisdiction extends to all worker s
employed in the loading and unloading of vessels (deep sea and coastwise), al l
workers employed in warehousing, wholesaling, and distribution industries a s
well as other industries related to the above .

In 1910, with the advent of the International Longshoremen' s
Association, two locals were formed, one in Prince Rupert and one in Victoria .
Later, in 1912, another local was formed in Vancouver . All but the Victoria
local were broken in a 1923 strike . The I.L.W.U. established a presence in B.C .
permanently between 1944 and 1956, when locals were formed along the coast .
Prior to the 1959 constitution, this region was administered by an appointe d
representative from the International`s headquarters . In 1965 locals 506, 507
and 510 within the jurisdiction of the Canadian Area amalgamated to become
local 500 covering the Vancouver area.

The functions of the Canadian Area are to : organize unorganized
workers on an industrial basis, negotiate collective agreements wit h
employers, assist other unions during labour disputes, and engage in politica l
activities in the interest of the membership . These records were created in th e
course of the conduct of affairs primarily related to the above functions .
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Scope and Content

The fonds consists of textual records and sound recordings of th e
International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union Canadian Area an d
three other sub-groups. The first, a predecessor, is the International
Longshoremen's Association, Prince Rupert Local (1910-1923) . The I.L.W.U.
Canadian Area Local 501 records are from the predecessor local of the sam e
name. I.L.W.U. Canadian Area Local 507, one of the three locals whic h
amalgamated to form a larger local, constitutes the remaining subgroup .

The fonds contains chronological files which include records of the tw o
predecessor groups: International Longshoremen's Association, the I.L.W.0
(while it operated under an appointed International Representative) ,
intermingled with the I .L.W.0 Canadian Area records . The other three
subgroups include : the records of Canadian Area Local 501 (1946-1948) and
Local 507 (1949-1954) and the International Longshoremen's Association ,
Prince Rupert Local (1910-1923) .

The records, with the exception of the three aforementioned close d
subgroups, are generated as a result of the decisions made by union delegate
members at annual conventions and caucus meetings . Concerns of th e
membership (benefits, wages, working conditions) become issues i n
negotiations for collective agreements with employers . Other functions whic h
also generate records include grievances and disputes, union certification ,
legal actions, joint union/employer management of the pension plan, trainin g
and the dispatch of workers, committee activities (joint and internal), political
activities supported by the locals . Locals are required by the constitution t o
supply the head office with names of elected officials and audited financia l
statements . The Canadian Area is also involved in activities resulting from
associations/affiliations with the B.C. Federation of Labour, Canadian Labour
Congress and other unions and organizations . Many reference files are
created relating to all aspects of the Canadian Area's operations .

Up until the early 1960s individual locals of the union negotiate d
contracts with individual employers . The result was that any given local, since
it dealt with more than one employer, operated under more than one contract.
This process is reflected by the inclusion of many such individual agreement s
and related records in the fonds . The exception to this situation is with the five
deep sea locals which have had one single master agreement with all



employers since 195 8 . From the early 1960s the process for coastwise worker s
began to follow the pattern of that for the deep sea workers . The primary
employer groups are B .C. Shipping Federation, B.C. Maritime Employers
Association, and the B .C. Wharf Operators Association . After this point in the
records, the repeating pattern of negotiations for one to three year

agreements, and disputes and grievances arising from those agreements, start s
to become apparent .

Records are kept in a rough chronological order by form or subject .
They include copies and/or originals of correspondence, minutes of meetings ,
journals, financial records., memoranda, agendas, reports, policy statements ,
legal documents, collective agreements, work (gang) records, applications fo r
certification, contracts, telegrams, reference material, press releases, bulleti n
issues, assorted ephemeral material, other operational records including sound

tape recordings of conventions, caucuses and miscellaneous materia l
including sound cassette recordings .

Although the fonds spans the years from 1910 to 1980, the material wa s
predominantly generated between 1953 and 1974 .

Prior to 1959, custodial history is unknown . Subsequent to 1959, the
Canadian Area maintained its records at its head office until donated to th e
University of British Columbia Library's Special Collections and University
Archives Division in 1981 by then Area President Frank Kennedy an d
physically transferred by the archivist . Since then they have been left in the
original order in which they have been received . Access to the records migh t
best be gained through compilation of an index. An unconfirmed folder list is
attached to this inventory. See appendices for : A. Constitution of Canadian
Area (1965), B. Pre-1965 Canadian Area organizational chart . C. List of Officer s
(1959-1982), and D . Folder List.
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Descriptio n

International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union
Canadian Area subgroups . -- 1946 - 1980 ; (predominant 1953 - 1974) . -- 5 .0 1

m of textual records (19 boxes) ; 109 sound tape reels ; 33 sound cassettes .
Administrative History : The I .L.W.U. Canadian Area was formed by

constitution in 1959 . It represents its membership working on the West Coas t
of Canada. For full history see fonds administrative history on page 2 of this
inventory .

Custodial History : The records were maintained at the Canadian Area's
head office until donated to the University of British Columbia.

Scope and Content : This subgroup consists of records generated by th e
activities of the I .L.W.U. Canadian Area which have been fully integrated with
those of the previous International Representative . The records seem to follow
four rough patterns reflecting the activities based upon the more importan t
functions of the Canadian Area . First, there is an annual pattern based o n
issues arising from caucus and convention business . Secondly, files are
created relating to specific negotiations of collective agreements which ma y
be at one, two, or three year intervals. New files are then created for ne w
agreements, and previous files become reference material as the same issues
are recurring . Thirdly, in the interval between contracts, the union is dealin g
with legal actions, grievances, and disputes which arise . Transcending these
patterns is the creation of records based on regular operational activities . The
109 sound tape reels record caucus meetings and conventions from 196 1
through 1979 .

Notes: Title based on contents of subgroups . -- Handwritten, typescript
originals and copies, and sound recordings . -- The records have been left in
the original order in which they were received and appear to follow a roug h
chronological order. Moreover, there have apparently been two previou s
attempts to organize the records . The first attempt was to create series such a s
correspondence, agreements, press releases, legal cases, inquiries, minutes ,
and office files. The second attempt was to organize some of the records b y
subject from 1967 to 1969, and is represented by the grouping of all matter s
related to the B.C. Federation of Labour and Port labour . It then reverts to the
previous and overall patterns referred to above . -- Miscellaneous Material: The
33 sound cassettes consist of interviews with retired I.L.W.U. members which



6

were used to write the book "Man Along The Shore!" : The Story of the
Vancouver, Waterfront as told by long shoremen themselves, 1860s to 1975 . by
I.L.W.U . Pensioners .

International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union Loca l
501 Great Northern Section subgroups . -- 1946 -1948 . -- 4 cm of textual
records ( 2 folders).

	

-
Administrative History: This local was formed in 1946 and represented

longshoremen at the Vancouver docks .
Custodial History: The custodial history is unknown prior to its transfer

to the Canadian Area head office .
Scope and Content : Subgroups consists solely of minutes of meetings .
Notes: Title based on contents of subgroups . -- Handwritten and

typescript originals . -- There are two folders (box 17, folders 19 and 20) a n
both contain records from Local 501 and 507 . Local 501's are placed on the
bottom.

International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union Loca l
507 Great Northern Section subgroups. -- 1949-1954. -- 2 cm of textual
records (2 folders) .

Administrative History: This local was formed in 1946 and represented
grainliners at Vancouver .

Custodial History: The custodial history is unknown prior to its transfer
to the Canadian Area head office .

Scope and Content : Subgroups consists of business records includin g
minutes of meetings and correspondence .

Notes: Title based on contents of subgroups . -- Handwritten and
typescript originals . -- There are two folders (box 17, folders 19 and 20) an d
both contain records from Local 501 and 507 . Local 507's are placed on top .



International Longshoremen's Association Prince Rupert Loca l
subgroups . -- 1910-1923. -- 10 cm of textual records .

Administrative History: The Prince Rupert Local of the International

Longshoremen's Association was founded in 1910 . The Local was broken

during the 1923 strike. It is a predecessor of the I .L.W.U. Local 505 which wa s

formed in 1945 .

Custodial History: The records were obtained by the Internationa l

Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union Local 505 which then passed t o

the Canadian Area head office at some time after the latter's formation . From

1923 to 1945 the custodial history is unknown .
Scope and content: Subgroups consists of business records which

include minutes of meetings, financial accounts, and membership roll and

dues paid. Notes: Title based on contents of subgroups. -- four boun d

volumes with handwritten entries .










































