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Mr. Specht: Dr. Shrum, can you tell me where you were born?
Dr. Shrum: I was born in Smithville, Ontario. That's down
the Niagara Penninsula about twenty-five or thirty miles from
Niagara Falls.

Mr. Specht: What year was that?

Dr. Shrum: 1896.

Mr. Specht: What was your father's occupation?

Dr. Shrum: Well, he was originally a farmer and then after

I passed the entrance when I was eleven years of age and went
to high school, we moved off the farm and went to the little
village of Smithville. He had a coal business there and a
bakery.

Mr. Specht: Was your father born in Canada?

Dr. Shrum: Yes,

Mr. Specht: How long has your family been here?

Dr. Shrum: My father was born in Canada and his father came
to Canada from Alsace-Lorraine when, I believe, he was nine
years of age. My grandmother on my father's side, she was a
Sullivan and came from Cork in Ireland when she was a young
girl. Then on my mother's side, my mother was a Merritt.
Merritts were not really United Empire Loyalists, they never
claimed they were, but I guess they had about as much right
as anybody else. They were living in New York State and they
moved up into the Niagara Penninsula. I'm related to Hamilton

Merritt who built the Welland Canal and Cecil Merritt of B. C.
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wvho lives here in Vancouver is a distant cousin of mine. The
Yerritts are a very old family down thaere. They came originally
from England, but I don't know how fax back. They were living
in Sew York State and moved up a little later than the United
Fmplire Loyalists....2 matter of six montis or something after-
wvards., They came into Ontario, the Xiagara Penninsula. My
grsat-grandfather came out with three or four boys and they
were really in the lumber business because in that area in
Ontario there, they were busy clearing the farms so they had

a savmill., ©Ie was a very mmall operator.

¥r. Specht: This was back in the early part of the ninetesnth
century then....vhen they were in lumbering...?

Dr. Shrum: Yes, I think my father was born in 1867. That's
vhen my father was Lorn so that...my grandfather was nine yeaxs
of age when he came ocut and they settled in that area so it
must have baen thirty years hefore that......1840 or something
like that.

Mr. SBpecht: Is Shrum an Llsation name?

Dr, Ghyum: It's a Cerman name, It's not correctly spelled, I
don't think. It should te 8-C-H-R-U-M or 8~-C~H~R-U-¥-X or
$~-C-A~R~-U~M~-M, Some of ny relatives do have thisz more sophis-
tocated spelling but my irmediate ancestors just spelled it
§~-H~-R~U~M, I've always said there are two recasons for that...
either they coulédn't spell vary wall or they were very amnxicus
to try to Anglocise their nare and get away from any Cerxan
connacticns. So they droppeé off the 'C'. Thay thought they
vera making it more Znglish, I think they made it mora like
the Chinese bhut they didn't know that.
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Mr,. Specht: What about Merritt?

Dr. Schrum: That's a very old English name, I think. There

are a great number of Merritts down in the Niagara Penninsula.
My daughter went over to Cork to see if she could trace my
grandmother's family over in Ireland but she found about half
the people there were named Sullivan or O’'Sullivan. There
wasn't much hope. My grandmother's name was Sullivan., 8o

I'Q German and Irish and English. And the other parent, Thelker,
they were English too. That's where I get my height. They're
all tall people, the Thelkers. The Merritts were tall and

the Thelkers were all very tall but I don't know very nmuch

else akout them....where thevy came from.

Mr. Specht: Did you have brothers or sisters?

Dr, Shrum: Yes, I had two brothers and two sisters, Well, I had,
I suppose, three sisters. One sister was older than I was

but she passed away when she was just three or four years of

ace.

Mr., Specht: Did you go to school in Smithville? 1Is that where

you spent your childhocod?

Dr. Shrum: Ch yes I went to school at Smithville. I went out

in the country to a one room school first then when Y passed

the entrance into high school I was eleven vears of age and

we moved into the town that fall and I went to high school there,
Then my parents thought I was too young to go to university

so I spent about five years in this high school. I could have
gone through in three or four years. X could have gone through

in three years, really.
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Mr. Specht; You were quite precocious then?

Dr. Shrum: I was compared with the other people in the area
but, (chuckles) when T passed the entrance into high school
there were only two of us in the class and the other one failed
so, (chuckles) competition wasn't very keen. Then when Y
was in high school and my parents didn't want me to go on to
university when I was fourteen or fifteen years of age....

Mr, Specht: Is that when you finished grade twelve?

Dr. Shrum: That would be grade eleven. So, I kind of learned
poor work habits there. I did very little work. That was
grade twelve....then for grade thirteen I went to Hamilton
Collegiate. They didn't have grade thirteen in this country
high school in Smithville. There were only three teachers so

T went to Hamilton Collegiate. There I was in the same room
with Mike Pearson. e Had been there before in his Junior
Matric. We called it Senior Matric then or Honors Matric.

You have to do this to get into an Honors course in University.
You had to have something beyond Junior Matric.

Mr, Specth: Did you know Mike Pearson?

Dr. Shrum: Oh, I knew him very well because as I say, he was in
the same room with me all the year I went to Hamilton Collegiate
and then we both went down to Victoria College and I lived in
Burwash Hall and so did he. This was a residence at Victoria
College, one of the new residences at the university.

Mr, Specht: Where was Victoria College?

Dr, Shrum: It's part of the University of Toronto. The Uni-

versity of Toronto is a faderation of colleges. There was



1-1, o. 5
Victoria College which was a Methodist College and St. MMichael's
College which was Catholic., Trinity was the Anglican and then
there was a lon-TDenominational University College which was
really part of the University. 1It's a curious federation at
the University of Toronto hecause although I was enrolled at
Victoria College, all the Mathematics and Science subjecta
are University subjects. You tocok those at the University.
So at the college I merely took languages and English. Even
History , I tock at the University of Toronto rather than at
the college. Yes, History was a University subject rather
than a college subject. I don't know why it was. To explain
the federation system at the University of Toronto would take
more than our two hour sessions if I werae capable of doing it.
I don't understand it well enough even though I spent about
aight vears at the University of Toronto.

Mr. Specht: Why did your parents oppose your going to university?

Dr. Shrum: They thought I was too young. They wanted me to
go to University, but they didn't want me to go at fifteen.

Mr. Specht: Yere you quite a close family?

Dr. Shrum: I think so. I've just been lkack east and I wvisit.
I have two sisters and a brother living there now and I visitad
some of the other relatives there.

Mr. Specht: %What year d4id you enroll at the University of
Toronto?

Pr, Shrum: 1913......8ixty vears ago!

My. Specht: You were there twc years then bhefore the war broke

out?
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gr. Shrum: Well no, the war broke out hefore I went back for
my second vear. You see T was there 1213-1314. Then in the
fall of 1214 tha war broke out when I went hack in ny second
year,

¥r. Specht: Did vou know vhat you wanted to study at the time,

13137 Dpid yeu know what you wanted to be?

Dr. Shrum: 7T came from a very small village. There was conly

one university graduate-in the village that T knew, he was

a surveyor. He had gone through in civil engineering at the
Univeraity of Toronto, hut ha was out west surveying. That
was in the daye when there was so much surveying to ke done

on the vrairisas, you know, setting up the provinces and the
prairie roads and things......2¢ T really never had a chance
to talk to him about gcing to university. I wanted to be suras
and get ny meoney's worth so T toock mathematics and physics.
The gubkijects were all a2bout the same as far z3 I was concarned
but here was one where Y sort of had (chuckles) two strings to
my bow. Then when I got ééwn there I found that this wasz a
normral courese for reople who wanted to specialize in physics
and the profassor of vhyslics was a far more dominating verson-
ality than tha professor of mathematics so he persuaded me
very quickly to take all the physics ontions.

Mr. Zpecht: What waz his name?

che
Dr. Shrum: He Lecame Sir John McLennan, J. C. Mclennan. He

was a very draat man in many wayvs. ©Of course, in my estimation
rost of the »rofeseors weregreat man and they were characters.

T think they were great men tco. The professor of English
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I had, Alexander, he was Head of the Department. He said, “I
never teach freshmen but this vear I just wanted to take a
freshman ilasa to see what kind of material was coming in to
the department.” So I was fortunate., He was an author and

a very fine lecturer. Ny professor of mathematics and all
the senior people they were all extremely able and had
personality and so forth. !clLennan was very unusual. Anybody
from the University of Toronto who ever knew him would say
that as far as personality is concerned, he was superior to
any of the other people, I think.

Mr. Specht: Do you think that your admiration for these men
influenced you to seek a university career yourself?

Dr. Shrum: Oh well, I guess so because he was a very domi-
nating personality and I had thought I was going to universityv
to qualify as a high school teacher. I thought that was a
fairly good job and then of course the war came along and
interupted., I left almost at the end of my third vear., I
left April the first, 1916, I didn't go in '14.

“r. Specht: When did you enlist in the services ?

Dr, Shrum: 2pril 1, 1916.

Hr, Specht: That's when you enlisted?

Dr. Shrum: That's vhen I enlisted. Mind you in my second year
we started C.C.T.C. training richt in the fall at Victoria

| College. Mike Pearson and I were in the same unit. Vincent
\ﬁéssey was our Company Commender. C.0.T.C. was made up of

several companies, medicals
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and then Victoria College got a company, you see and Vincent
Magsey was the Captain. ¥e was the Dean of TPesidence as well,
Hearly everybody enrolled in teh C.0.T.C. could qualify as

an officer and I qualified the first vear.

Mr. 8pecht: If you went over in April 1916, vou were in C.0,7T.C.
therefore for......

Pr. Shrum: Two vears.

Mr. frecht: Two yszars?

Dr., Shrum: Yes, I enrolled in the fall of 1914 and then I
qualified in the spring of 1915 as a Lieutenant. Then in the
fall of 1915 T enrolled to qualify as a Ciptain in the C,0.T.C.
but I never completed that qualification because I anlisted
the first of 2pril before T had comnleted the work.

Mr, Specht: thy did you enlist before you had completed it?
Dr. Shrum: 1It's not easy to describe that. »Ps a matter of
fact I had enrolled in Dacember 19215, It was very difficult
to study. People wera leaving from classes and there was a

lot of war excitement......different from World War IT because
Canada had only experienced the fouth African War up 'til then
and that wasn't a whole hearted effort but they realized by
1915 that this was an all out effort., 7T signed up to go as

a reinforcement officer to some British Units in the Infantry
but because I was under the age that they were allowed to take
without my father's consent..........and ny father didn't like
this 1dea. Ye wanted me to go with a CAnadian Unit so he weuldn't

acree., This was very upsetting for me and ny studies, vou
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xnow? (chuckles) I'd thrown in the books! In December I'm
finished and I'm off to England to become an officer in cne

of the British Regiments. 1It's very lucky I dida‘'t go I guess
because they were slaughtered. So then I kept waiting for

a Canadian Unit and then they organized this University of
Toronto Unit. Word got out that there was to ba a University

of Toronto Battery in which we could all enlist and be together.
I was one of the first ones to enlist in that as soon as it

was crganizad...as a gunner. Fortunately we didn't stay to-~
gether as a unit because quite a few of them were pretty

superior people and to have gone cver as a unit wouldn't have
been a good idea I don't think. In any case it would have

baen rather traumatic an experience to have so many close friends
in one unit in action if maybe something goes wrong. So this
Battery was split up and went as reinforcements to other Batteries.
¥r., Specht: A lot of the C.0.T.C. Units were broken up. The
Western University.....

Dr. Shrum: The Western University wasn't a €.0.T.C. Unit.

When I enrollad in the C,0.T.C, I wasn't in active service

in the fall of 1914.

Mx, Specht: This was strictly training?

Dr. Shrum: Was strictly training, yes.

Mr. Specht: Wwhat was your training?

Dr. Shrum: Oh, it was pretty tough military training.

¥r., Specht: What type of activities?

DY. Shrum: Oh, drill....and rifle shooting. Hart House was

only partly completed and they converted one of the basements
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of Hart House into a rifle range. We had all the usuval offlcer
training qualifications.

Mr. Spechk: This would be regular drill and infantry szcldier
training... ..

Dr. Shrum: 211 infantry training....Certificate 'A' they

‘call it. But we'd drill in the morning, first thing in the
morning. In the fall of 1914, T guess it was albout the middla
of October, it was pretty chilly in the morning. But we'd he
up to do ocur drill hefore wa'd go to lectures and then we'd
have perieds during the daysz when we'd have lectures in mili-
tary subjects and periocds when we could go and practice rifle
sheoting.

Mr. Enmaecht: You were a gunner, during the First World War.
what training did you have to be a gunner?

Dr., Shrum: “ell T got rost cf that triining in CAnada before
I left. I enlisted the first of April and we trainad first

of all at the University.....very rigid discipline and tough
training.....a great deal of running and so on almest like

a football camp. Then we went to Niagara on the Lake and did
more training down there. There was a big military camp down
thera, then to Pettawawa and from there I laft overseasn. JRecause
I was cualified as an infantry officar, T suppose, I got cne
stripe and then two strires and then three strires, I Lecans

a fergeant before Y left Canada, But as soon as we got +o
ngland why, one of the Sergeant-~“ajors in the camp at Shoring-
cliffe, (well, coriginally the barracks that wvere a part of
Shoringcliffe Camp) the first morning he looked at these three

stripes and he said, "You might as well take trose Coddamn
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things off. They won't do you any good around here.” 23 a
matter of fact it was a2 handicap because when I took them off
the tunic had faded a little kit and you could see where

they were. I think some of the Sergeant-Majorz we had took
great delight in giving us little extra chores now and then
hecause we had been sergaants.

Yr. Specht: You weren't cormissioned as a Lieutenant then
when you went into the active service?

Dr. Shrum: Oh no, this University Battery, I suppose 250 people
enlisted, they were all gunners. Everybody enlisted in the
ranks. The officers wers graduates from the business world

or the professional world that they'd brought in as officers.

T ere were only 3 or 4 officers anyway. £o evervbody enlisted and
there were no N.C.0.'s either in the early stages. Everybody
enlisted as a gunner,

Mr. Specht: €o when did you land in France?

Dr. Shrum: We didn't stay long in England. I arrived in
Tngland sometime in November and I spent Christmas in Prance.
€0 T wasn't in England very long. T did very little training
in England....just waiting to get overseas to France. Y had

a pretty :ough time of it, It was pretty rough in France at
that time. T had enjoyed pretty good health hut we had a

very rough passage over to Tngland,...vervy rouch. Then in
Tngland it was very wet and damp although T still maintained
cood health. BPut going over across the channel they vacked
them in Jdown below and Y was subject to sea szickness zo eventually
I got up on deck. But then when the water wathed up onte

the deck I had a hard time hanging cn and I got zoaking wet
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and cold and T didn't feel well again until after Vimy Ridge.
That was April 9, 1917.

Mr. Specht: Were you involved in the Vimy Pidge Campaign?

Dr. Shrum: Oh yes. I war then a Junior on the gun crew and
our qun had a premature the very first morning in the Battle

of Vimy Ridge. That means that the shell bursts before it

gets out of the barrel, you see. It didn't hurt anv of us

but it put the gun out of action. The battle was going hetter
than they expected so they called for volunteers to carry wire
because the signallers ran out of wire. They didn't have all
these walkie-talkies they had to string wire back and forward
to phone back where they wanted the fire directed and the re-~
inforcements and so on. This wire was just strung on the
ground. It was forever getting broken with shells and so forth.
People had to go out and fix it at all hours. But in any case,
they called on volunteers to carry more wire up to the top

of Vimy Pidge. HNow Vimy Ridge isn't really a ridge. It was

an escarpment, more or less. e were on this side, the Germans
were here. They'd pushed them back and there was a drop and

a plain below and a plain above. So another fellow and I,

we volunteered. We went forward carrying this big roll of
signal wire. T don't know how much it weiched but it took

two of us to carry it. We had quite a good time and went past
the Cerman lines right up to the ridge. I really can't remember
to whom we delivered the wire. All T remember is the excitement
of watching the battle. We were sort of out of it

Mr. Specht: You'd be behind the first advance?



Dr. Shrum: Yes. They were over the ridge by the time we got
to the top. The infantry was over the ridge. Of course there
were priscners around and all kinds of people and a great num-
ber of wounded and dead all around us. The weather was very
bad that day but then it turned nice....spring weather over

in France. Then T sort of recovered from this tremendous chill
I got on the ocean water. Cne old Sailor/caégalong when I

was shivvering so much I was afraid I'd crack the enamel on

my teeth. He said, "Don't worry mate, if that were fresh water
vou'd die " of pneumonia but s3alt water....nobody ever gets

a cold from salt water.”

Mr. Specht: Iow did you get your military medal?

Dr. Shrum: Oh....this was after Amiens. The war was going

pretty well by this time. We went up one of the main roads

in France, Paris-'ons Highway and they were on the point of
taking a city called and we went forward with
a forward gun. Well first of all we went forward with the
forward gun and then we brought the other guns up but the
Germans apparantly knew right where we were. We were in an
old quarry. So that was the worst beating we ever had. They
started to put the shells in there and that exploded our ammunition,
you ‘see and they could see they were getting results. o
that wvhen it was all over we had lost a great number of men
and most of our officers and horses and things. £o another
fellow and I we sort of took charge and we organized things.
We sent some horses up from the rear and we got two funs out
and back into a position that we had left earlier. We were

ready to fire when the barrage started the next morning for
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the attack. It was qulte important to have at least two quns
firing. "le should have had six but they were knocked out.

I don't know but they thought it was worth a military medal.
Mr. Specht: That was in one of the last campaigns of the war,
wasn't it?

Dr. Shrum: It was pretty late. I guess it was early Octoker,
1918 and the war was over in Hovember,

Mr. Snmecht: You were at Passchendale too, weren't you?

Dr. Shrum: Yes, I was wounded at Passchendale and that's where
I lost my diary. That was a2 verv tryinc axperience.

Mr. Specht: What was Passchendale 1like? Tt was supposed to
be ége of the worst battles......casualties.....

or. fhrum: Tt was just a sea of ~ud and there seered to he

nc bottom to it., Thav nut a nlank road. Tow these nlanks

would be about 4" thick, 6§ or 8" wide and 19 or 12' long and

they nut this over the top of the mud. OF course it was wet

mh

and maddy and awfully greasvy. “oretimes things would =lide

if the planks ¢got tilted. 7Tn any case, when we got up there

we tried to get the guns in rosition but there were no proper
cun fits or anything. To get the guns in pesition, the hest way
was to put the drag repes on them and cet an infantry nlatoon

cn each drag rope because the horses couldn't......as 3con

as they step off the plank rcad thev'd get mired down over

in the mud. They couldn't move the thing. Then we had to

fill sand hags with rud to kind of rake a nlatform for the

qun to ¥eep it shored up and from coing dovm into the mud it-

s-}a

self. There was a great deal of shellinc. You know neonle

didn't worry so much ahout the shelling there because there



was no safe nlace to go. Where one loses one's nerve and gets
nervous about shelling is when there's a gocd secure place

not very far away..bhut you have to be out and face it, you
know. ©Put if there's no place to go...it's surprising. The
shells weren't very effective either because they went down

in this mud and explodad and I suppese there was one tenth

the casualties there would be if it had heen hard ground.

Tt would give you a chill to have one come right overhead bhe-
hind vou or something.

Mr. Specht: What was your role as a gunner? what d4id you do?

ot o S

Dr. Shrum: Well T was usually the person who....... In the
field artillery there were three batteries of what thev call
‘eighteen pounders' and one hattery of four or fives. Tour

or fives were the howitzers. Tt was 4.5" in diameter..the
shell in and then vou take the rod and drive the shell hore

30 tha* the coprer hand on the shell that gives it the spin

as 1t goes out the groovad hore of the gun makes good contact.
It was against all rules and requlations but all raspectable
cunners never used that ram-rod, thev always used their fist.
So vou take the shell on your arm and drive it home. If the
timing was good and 3o on, vou'd get a gooed joch. Eut if vou'd
make the tiniest little mistake, vou'd hit yvour knuckles on
that bore. You had to get vour hand right in the centre of
the shell as it wasn't a very great hole vou're pushing it
through. The hanging up that tock place learnine to do it!
nut vou could fire much mors rapidly than if vou had to nush

it in there and then »ick urp a stick and do it. Then the man
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who did this also laid the gun and pulled the trigger. So

vou fired it home and checked it and then pulled the trigger.
And of course the burning cordite or N.C.T. or whatever it

is sort of gets it intc vour blood....the excitement. A per-
scn is never nervous when yvou're firing because you think vou're
giving them Hell, vou know. Put if vou have'to stand by and

net fire and he's firing at vou, well this gets on yocur nerves,

.

fnd of track I
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Interview _, Tare 1, Track 2,
Dr. Shrum: But Passchendale was a disaster Lecause thare were
30 manv lives lost there. But it was not »nossible tc make

any kind of advance, Fven if thev had made an advance in the
front you couldn't hring the reserves up to conszolodate it, T
wvas wounded the nicght befors the first advance. It was just
the night before. Then T eventuallv wor¥ed my way bdack but

I didn't get to Fngland. That was a great disarpointment.

I went to hespital in Pouen and then I was convalescing in
France but I didn't lose a great deal of time. I got wounded
about the 25th or 26 of October and I was hack with the battery
around Christmas time 1917.

Mr. Specht: Was the war anything like vou had anticirated

when vou were hack in Teoronto?

Dr. Shrum: When I was back in Toronto of course my main
concern was that it would be over before T oot there., (chuckles)
No, T had no idea cof what it would he like, 7T can't sav it
waas different from what I expected. Tn Toronto when we were
training we began to realize that we ware coino to make it. Tt
was before I anlisted that Y was afrald that T wasn't coing

to get there But the Battle of the Somme was in the early sumer
1216. T had onliated, vou see tha first of 2rril and the re-
ports wevre cominag through about the Rattle of the Somme and

what a beating the allies were taking there. %o T keran +o
realize T quesg TI'll make {it. But I must say thet T had no

idea of what it would he like. The sort of thing is that I
wouldn't go through it again for anything but, T wouldn't have

missed it for anything either. You know? O©f course when you
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conzider the number of people that didn't come back and that
there are some reople up in fhaughnessy who've keen in the
hogpital ever since World War I you can appreciate the tragedy
of it. »‘ut for one who came back and is healthy, it's the
kind of esxperience one wouldn't want to repeat hut wouldn't
have missed it.

Yr. Srecht: Did you have any reflections after the armistice
about war, in general?

br. Shrum: o really I don't think. I think that not only
the troops but students in my day were not very socially
conscious or peolitically conscious. ¥e didn't worry about
these things...I don't think. We didn't give rmuch thought

te them T don't believe.

Yr. Svecht: DI¢ you agree that it was 'a war to end all wars'?

fr. Shrur: Yes T think we had an idea that the 'Huns' as we
were

called them /- very evil vecple and that it was extremely

important to conquer them and if this was done then nobedy

else in the world would he s0 evil minded as these Cermans

had been. I think that as far 23 T was concerned I was

naive enough to tihiink that that was it, you know.....that

wa had made the world safe for derocracy. There was a ¢reat

deal of interest in the League of daticens and confidence in

the League of “ations, T +hink that o me thisz was a sort

of reasuring, the development of a League of iations for control

of these things,

Yr. Specht: After the war, vhere did you go? Rack to University

in “ntario?

Dx. Shrum: Back to University, that's right. I didn't cet
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back in time to c¢et into the special session so I had the summer
free. I did whatever jobs T cculd get until the fall when I
went back to the universitv. That's when I really started

to study hecause up ‘'til :hat time in my life I had never really
done any studying te speak of. I'd had a pretty ecasy time
although when I left university, competition was very much
keener and I didn't do so well in my first and second year.
Third year, they gave it to me when I enlisted. I didn't have
to go back and repeat the third vear. €fo my first and second
vear I didn't do too well. The competition was keen, I didn't
have any good study hakits, T had a wonderful @ tirme, I enjoved
living in residence there was always lots of company and
studving was the last thing T thoucht of doing. Put when I

came bhack from the war I realized that I didn't want to be

a private all my life. (laughs) <The peorle would tell us

to get out at night and wash the guns...heat up the water

and wash the guns hecause there was going to be an inspection

the next day. T rebelled at this but T s3aid it was my own

b

fault. &fo when I went back to University I was frightened. I

ad been away for three years and T was frightened hecause

¥

mathematics, you forget a good deal. Physics wasn't so bad

but T hadn't done any studying so I thought well, if I'm

going to pmass and I'm in competition with our young fellows who
hadn't been in the war.....you see they were coming from the
third year right fresh into the fourth vear.....I started to
study. You know I thought that the only way I'd be able to
pass would be if I studied and I'd have to organize it. So

I started studying right away in the fall and you know....I

got to like it! And I've been studying ever since, I guess.
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That's how I started it. Then I did well in my fourth year.

I did far ketter than I'd expected to do. 2As a matter of fact
I was tha top student from Victoria Collage but I was second
in the university. I was beaten by a fellow who came from

the third year into the class richt fresh and he'd bheen a

good student. T don't think he was as good a student as I was
but in any case, he Lkeat me. He was from University College.
It was a fairly large class. So that's how I started my
academic career but I didn't intent to stay in acaderics T
intended to go into business then. I'd decided that after

the war I wanted to he a big business man. So I tried that
and it didn't work so I went back to University and got involved
in research. T had some pretty good luck and then I came out
here.

“r, Specht: You got vour PhD in Physics in 192252

PDr. Shrum: '23.

Yr. Specht: 1923, oh, I sece.

Dr. Shrum: I came out here in '25

Mr. Specht: Did you continue with the C.0.T.C. at all in
Toronto after the war?

Dr. Shrum: No.

Mr. Specht: Completely divorced yourself from them?

Dr. Shrum: They had one there but it was the last thing that

I wanted to be invelved in....the military. So, T had nothing
to do with it in any way whatsoeve~., As a gatter of fact

I was so fed up, in a way, with the militery that when I

arrived back in Canada T couldn't wait to go to Torento to
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get demobilized. I got demobilized in Halifax., This was a
stupid thing to do as then I travelled as a civilian from
Halifax home. I couldn't wait to get demobilized. T
couldn't wait until I got to Zoronto.

Hr, Specht: Why was that?

Cr. Shrum: I don't know. There was just the feeling that....

g

T don't know. ot many people did it but.....well, See

I was then only corporal although I had been sent to an officar
training school at the end of the war. I missed thea last two
waeks in the war Lecause I was there at tinis school in France.
But as scon as the war was ended ?e all deserted this schocl
and went back towards our units, ves. I was a rascal I went

or to Srussels and pretended I was lost and couldn't find

ny unit. I had quite a good time in Brussels foxr about a
weak, It was liberated and so was I. (laughing)

vx. Swecht: So why did you choose to come to U.B.C.?

vr. Shrum: Well I wanted to go to Winnipeg. I wvanted to

get a university jeob. I had this job at Toronto but the pro-
fassor was very selfish tco......he took the credit for a great
deal of work that other people did and T nad scrme praetity good

S

luck., Then I had a bit of an argument with hLim. I tcld hin

x

T said, "I don't wind sbharing my hard work with ycu, hut

b |

hate for you to take the credit for ny good luck.” You know?
e and T had a little kit of a row. Ie was very anncyed with
ne. There ware two jobs, one out here and one at !anitoka.

nut there were two of us that had our TID's that were lcoolking
for jobs, permanent jobs. 2»lthough I could have stayed on at

Torento, I didn't want to. I thocught, oh, it would Le s0 nice
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to go to Winnipeg. TIt's not too far from Toronto. But in

any case, the only unselfish thing I ever did in my life, I
sald to the other fellow, "¥Wall now, we both can't apply to
soth places. You want Winnipeg and I want Winnipeg but you're
married and yvou're clder than I am, vou try Winnipeg and I'll
go out to B. C." ESo I only came here for one year. I didn't
intend to stay but I liked it from the day I arrived. That's
how it happened.

Mr. Specht: Do you remember what the campus locked like when

you arrived?

Dr. Shrum: I came here when they were just moving. It was
brand new. Everything was brand new and they were just
rnoving from the cld campus out here, I went into the Physics
building and I szaw a fellow there in an o0ld smock and I
though he was one of the laboratory assistants or a labourer
or something. I said, "Can vyou tell me where any of the
professors are?” He said, "Well, I'm a professor.” le was
#ennings, the second man in the Physics Department. But all
the professors dug in and helped move. You know it was guite
a big job to move from down there. So it was brand new in
1825, brand new.

Yr. Specht: Was there.....what buildings were there on campus?

Dr. Shrum: TWell, there was the centre part of the library

and there was what is now the main part of the Chemistry building.
The one with the cut stone on it and the powerhouse. The centre
part of the library and the solid part of the Chemistry building
and the powerhouse were the only permanent structures. All

the other structures were stucco. Oh, and the auditiorium
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was there then and what is now the mathematics department,

that was the arts building. The agriculture building was therae.
Those bulldings were all there and they locked quite nice.

They said they were there for thirty vears....well it's been
forty-eicht vears and they're still there.

Mr. Specht: nid vou associate with the local Legion or any
milltary organization?

Mr. Chrum: Mo, T had nothing to do with it at all. T had no
intention......T thought that I was a scientist. T had had
zome good luck in Tororto with my research work se T had no
interest in it. T didn't even belong to the legion. I never
joined the Legion and I didn't want anything to do with the

m litary., Tt was a closed hook az  far as I was concernad.

"r. Smecht: That seems to be somewhat ironical recausa of
vour leng time invelverment with the Q.G.T.?‘ later on.

Sr. Shrum: Well, when T onc. get involved in semething T like to
sea it through. I got involved with the C.0.7.C. becausa of
Harry logan. T was interested in srnorts out here. ot that
I'd ever been a oreat athlete or anvthing hut Dr. Davis vho
was in the Phvsics department vas greatly interested in sports.
I was fourth man and he was number three. Pe was wanting me

L3

to help him so T ~ot imvelved in this. 7Then T got involved
ir student affaigs. The Dean of *rts asked me to he a sort
of coungellor for other students., This I enjoyed and T oot

invelvad in athleticg, Tut ¥Yarry Togan was verv much involved
P . A

2tics but he was also invelved in the military, =

3

r athl

pebe

)

o
e
r

wad kent up. He was one of thaese fellews vho had maintained

hie connection with the militarvy after we had come back and
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50 they were reorganizing the C.0.T.C. or thinking about re-
organizing the C.0.7.C. I was if not popular, a very wall
known younger member of the staff because I was guite a good
lecturer I think and I was involved in athletics and student
affairs and he was such a persuasive fellow, Harry Logan.

ile came to me, "Cordon, won't you come and help me?“ he said.
"If you'd just help me get it started.” There was a great
deal of opposition to reorganizing the C.0.7.C. on the

campus. They had tried to reorganize it down at the old place
and they had some rather sad experiences. Well, by this

time I was more politically conscious ané I realized that

I was one of the peorle who thought there was g¢oing to be a
war and 8o that it wasn't such a crazy idea to reorganize the
C.G.T.C,

#r. Specht: Well this was in 1928?

Cr. Shrum: Yep.

Yr. Specht: Winston Churchill described that as the high point
of the chances for peace between the two world wars, so I wondered
why you at this time felt that another war would come about?
Dr. Shrum: Well, certainly the League of Jations hadn't failed
but I just felt that we hadn't handled wars at tihis time.

I don't know if there had Leen any disarmament conferences

or not but if there had, they'd been failures. That was for
certain. The very first ones were failures. In any casea,

it was very much his persuasion that persuaded me to come in.
So I did and I went in as a captain......I don't think I ever
qualified. Then I qualified as a major and I went on and took

the other qualifications. I rather enjoyed it and got involved.
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Then for some recason or another there was a certain amount

of jockeyving and Col. Logan was out as Commanding Cfficer and
Harrv Letson was in. Now FHarrv Tetscon was a agreat friend of
Dean Brock and he was a Seaforth and Dean R2rock was the man
who had the C.0,7.C. reestablished. The nresident was awav

on a sabbatical. Ve onlv took one sabbatical leave. He only
left conce and he was a Quaker, vou know, 2lthough h=2 wag vary
failr about these things, he would never have gona out of his
was to re-establish anvy militaryvy on the camnus.

Mr. Specht: This is President Xlinck yvou're referring to?

Dr. Shrum: President Xlinck, yes. Sc he was away for a
vear. He went to Italy and so on and Dean Brock was IActing
President when he was awavy., e was verv anxious tc get the
C.C.7.C. astablished and get it through the Senate., There
was an awful lot of opposition but he managed it anvway.
Mr. Specht: Who were the neople who were in favour of it,

on cammus? Vho were some individuals who spear-headed it?
1

Dr. Shrum: Well, it was just a very smell group. 2 small

group of students,...Tom Brown. VYou should talk tc Tom Brown.
e was one of tha active ones. Te was a student. Torm Brown
and 2ir Vice-Marshal Plant, he was a student then. There was
just a small handful of students and Nean Erock, vou might
say. T think he pushed Col. TLogan in to take it on. Then
after thev cot established Logan was out and Col. Tetson was
in., Well I got along well with Tetsen., T rather enioved him,
Then just hefore the war broke cut, he left and another nrerson

that was in at that tire was a Yajor, 21lan Tinlav of +the

Engineering faculty. Te's still around. You could talk to him,
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He and Logan left at the same tme. I don't know, I wasn't

in on all the skull-duggery that went on but, there was zome-
thing about it but T don't think Logan wanted to give up at

the time. But he did. ILogan was a very fine fellow. Ile wouldn't
pick a quarrel with anybody. So T staved on and I became
Commanding Officer. Then I was Commanding Officer until after

the war....all during this neriod and keyond my term of an
ordinary commanding officer. Then I turned it over to Bok

Bonner.

Mr., Specht: How long is a term for a Commanding Nfficer supposed

()

to bLe
Dr. Shrum: Three vears, I think.

Yr. 8pecht: Coing back to the formation, vho were the opno-
sition and what were the obstacles to it being fornmed?

Dr, Shrum: I think the reason they eventually got it ag?raved,
passed the Senate and so on, was the opposition....they were

tco extreme. I think that one could say that the main reason

that it was re-established was +that the opposition was zo

o
;..h

strong and so extreme in the statements they made and so on,

Some hecame gquite neutral and said, "Well after all, all these
boys want to do is to take some training in case they ever

need it and why shouldn't we let them do it. They're not going
to be such ogres as the opposition maintained they would be.

They said, "Well these boys only want to carn some mcney.'

So that was one of the easons tha” from the verv bheginning

4]

everykody that enrolled in C.0.7.C said, can't tocuch anv
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nonev." So they turned the monev bhack to the crganization.

That's how that all started.....because they were accused of
joininag because of the monev they were going to get out of

it. The officers turned bhack thelr monev too now., That's

how we built the Prmoury. Well, first of all we weren't saving
this monev for an armourv we were saving it for a uniform or
something....hut that's how that cot started. We were successful.
We carried that through richt to the end of the war. The peonle
training in the C.0.7.C. waived their vav. They tried

to do that in other C.0.7.C.s across Canada bLut no nlace were
they able to do it except U.B.C. and the reason they were able

to do it at U.RB.C., was that the cfficers.....as a Colonel T
walved my pay too and my pay was fairly considerable compared
to what the men were getting. The other rlaces they only
suggested that the students waive their pav and the officers
would draw their pay, you see. Well that isn't so porular.

So I had more money invested in the Zrmourv than any other
individual that was for certain. So that's how that one came
about....and when the numbers became large, these sums hecame
congiderabhle. 23 a result of that, we not onlv built the “rmouty,
we built an addition to it, emquipred it, bought those Fmily

Carr nictures that were given to the university. Yow they're
worth $25,000 aniece. Fave vou seen those?

Mr, Specht: Nope.

Dr. Shrurm: They're up in the Faculty Clubk, ur near the Social

Suite. At the end of the war, we had

0

o much monev...well

we had ronev anvway, mavbe not so much and T wanted to.....
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well here again T had somaevhat the same reaction that T'd had
at the becinnine of the Tirst Yar. TIt's over with now., T
wanted to get out, e had this very nice 7fficer's *eas but
instead of vutting up old weanonz T wanted %o luv sore nickuras,
fo we went out and bought these rictures. 7We boucht thasme

two Tnily Tarre at 2bhout £230 aach, There was quite a bit

of omronition from the officers., Thoy Jidn't like them, FRut

T liked them and T guess T railroaded it through.

them anvway. They're worth now....! €0 vhen thev
dishanded the officer's mess we cave all the rictures to the
university, includine these two Trmilv Carrs. Sormae of the othars

wera valuable but not the same extent., 7T think thev're insured

on camnus,

Br. Shrum: That's right. But Dean Trock, he didn't nav anv

it e e . ol

3
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attantion to thiz lLacauzse he knew he

vhile the Prasident vaes away and 2o he »u

Yr. Specht: Fow 213 Tresident Wlinck
[

Dr. Shrum: T thint ha accerted it a

(4]

know. T had rwany dealings with him later on
and he was alwaya very nrorer about it. Ve zupnressaed his
ovm faelinas and he operated on vhat a president should do,

not what his personal views were. He was always very proper



1-2, ». 13

and there were never any problems....as long as we were doing
things as they should be done.

Mr. Specht: OMne of the criticisms of having a C.0.T.C. con-

tincent on campus was that this would give outside influence
into camnus affairs.

Dr. Shrum: Well, thev used averv nossible arquement. But
there wasn't any. 7This was for certain. The C.N.T.C. was
always manned by members of tha staff and student officers.

There were no outsiders to influence.

Mr, Snecht: T =see,

Dr.Shrum: That was an unjustifiable fear that they had.

Mr, SPecht: The Committee for Militarv Affairs, now, this

was set up to kind of over see the C.0.7.C on campus.

Pr. Shrum: That's right, an advisory body sort of.

i s 5

Mr. Specht: Can vou tell me how the rrogramme itself wac

structured? First of all there was no military obligation,
was there? ..,..if vou were enrclled in the C.0.7.C.7
Dr, Shrum: Mo, none at all, no.

et A e

Mr., Specht: The training was supposed to prepare ctudents

for possible officer's commissions?

Dr. Shrum: Officer's cualifications. First Tieutenant and
then Captain. There was Certificate '2' and 'R', and thesc
cqualifications ware common throuchout the Commonwealth. ©o

our examinations were set in London and thzs paners were sent
back there. We were very lucky at the C,0.T.C. We estahlished
some rrettv good records and standincs eon these evaminations....
Commonwealth examinations. We also did very well in shooting,

in commetition. This was also Comronwealth wide. But the
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whole purrose was to gualify as an officer. It wasn't to
train for bkattle other than that which would be part fof the
officer training. But we went over to camp during the Christmas
holiday, over to Victoria, to fsquimalt to do more practical
work over there. Practically all the work at the university
was in the form of lectures. 7e'd go Jdovn the the Beatty
Strect Armouries to Ao ecur drill once a weelk, Yhen the war
hroke out, we had a aoreat influx and demand on these graduates
to corme to the university to join the C.0.T.C., to get quali-
fications because we werea the only organization in Pritish
Colurmbia, I think that had the syllabus Jor officer's
training that could calify officers. The cother units hadn't
put any particular emphasis on this in their military training
here in tha city.

Yr., Snecht: How Aid vour syllabus cormare with sav, some of

the Poval 2Academies or the reqular services in promotion of

officers? Your ©vrenaration for tha 'A' and 'R’ Certificates..

Dr. Shrum Wall, T wonld say that the training wouldn't be
in any way camparable with what was civen at the Toyal Military

College. Tor instance, a person went down there and tock
three vears at the Roval Military Collegze, he would Le a bestter
trained officer than one vwho took this C,2.7.C. but vou have
to bear in mind that many of the neonla who took the C.0.T.C,

nears or Scientists  and they were very

L;lq

training were alse "no
ahle neonle. 7Thevy may not bhave
az some of the others hut thay prokhably had wmore academic
backaoround in Science or Ingineerins or Tistory.

Mr. Srecht: Up until the war, 418 verv many of the peorle
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who had complated their cexrtificates actually apnly for com-
missions in the services?

1, in the Sacond World War verv few students enlisted

in the ranks. Tf thev couldn't get a cormrmiassion, they wouldn't
gcl Put there was a much areater Jermand for offlicers. That's
hard to understand, vwhy that should he., Rut it was anrreciated

that when the SPcond Yorld ar came off, the equirmant for

?4.

the rilitary bacame 2o sophistocated that vou needed better

trainad neorle and university graduates to cualify as an

1,

cfficer. Tut very, vervy faw students enlisted in the ranks.

n

That apnlies to the Mavy, Rirforce, or some might have gone

f

into the rirforce, bhut thav went in with the idea of lecoming

rairning nrooramre

at T,R.C, Juring the fSscond "orld War and didn't suveceed

got cormissions or

They cot into

ona thing or another. Thera were Companies for different activi-

.

ties. ITov the ’araﬁiav Scottizgh and the feafeorthas thav usad

to come out and interview the students and thev're taking the

Erown would have o ta2le meonle that theo didn't £hink
were as onromizing, Very fow peorle enlisted in the ranks in
the Sacond World Yar whareas the Tirst World war noarly 21l

univarsite students anlisted in the ranks hecause for onfficoers

mare mature or with a hbusiness

e
ot
o

thay thouoht thev nezded neon
Y 1 Y T



1"’2’ ?o 16

background who could afford to buy the uniforms and sc on

and so forth. If T'd heen given a commission, T couldn't have
afforded it orochably in Yorld Yar T, vou know But the times
had changed, their allowances were better.....

Yy, Snacht: Staving 3till in the pre Werld War TT neried,

regarding the C.0,7.0., what were the Ffacilities like that

- % e oy o 2 g
you had? L....and the equipment?

Cr. Shrum: (laughing) It was ﬁisgrac&fuzf The univeriasty

wouldn't let us have any buildings. Thev didn't aven want
us to uszse a lecture room for fear 1t would he contaminated.
o we took on undernaath what usaed tc he the rris bullding,
the “athmatics building there. There was a basement area

, .
and so we used this noney that w~ had wvaived cur pav and

fitted up a nlace in the haserent there in the one wing., In
the other wing we huilt a rifle range and....{lauching) that

rifle range.....the buts were right under the Dean of Yomen's

o ol e 5 3
offlce and she was toerrible e e e e e n e
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