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, Tape 1, Track 1 .

Mr . Specht : Dr . Shrum, can you tell me where you were born?

Dr. Shrum : I was born in Smithville, Ontario . That's down

the Niagara Penninsula about twenty-five or thirty miles from

Niagara Falls .

Mr . Specht : What year was that?

Dr . Shrum : 1896 .

Mr.Specht : What was your father's occupation?

Dr. Shrum : Well, he was originally a farmer and then after

I passed the entrance when I was eleven years of age and went

to high school, we moved off the farm and went to the little

village of Smithville . He had a coal business there and a

bakery .

Mr. Specht : Was your father born in Canada?

Dr . Shrum : Yes .

Mr . Specht : How long has your family been here?

Dr . Shrum : My father was born in Canada and his father cam e

to Canada from Alsace-Lorraine when, I believe, he was nine

years of age . ley grandmother on my father's side, she was a

Sullivan and came from Cork in Ireland when she was a young

girl . Then on my mother's side, my mother was a Merritt .

Merritts were not really United Empire Loyalists, they neve r

claimed they were, but I guess they had about as much righ t

as anybody else . They were living in New York State and they

moved up into the Niagara Penninsula . I'm related to Hamilton

Merritt who built the Welland Canal and Cecil Merritt of B . C .
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who lives here in Vancouver is a dietant cousin of nine . The

*erritts are a very old family down there. They care originally

from Lngland, but I don't ;snow how far back . They were living

in dew York state and moved up a little later than the United

3-i pire Loyalists . . . . at matter of sic months or something after -

came into Ontario, the A -agate Ponnineula . My

,7 reat e randfa,ther came out with three or four boys and they

were really in the lumber business because in that area i n

Ontario there, they were busy clearing the farms so they had

a sawmill . Le was a very small operator .

mr SEtcht : This was back in the early part of the nineteent h

century then . . . .whon they were In lumbering . . . ?

Dr . Shrumz Yes, I think my father was born in IS 7 . That' s

when my father was horn so that . . .my grandfather was nine year s

of age when he came out and they settled in that area so i t

rust have been thirty years before that	 1840 or som thing

li..e that .

	pecht a Is Shrum an elsation name?

Dr . `hruent It's a. Cer an name . It's not correctly spelled ,

don't think .

	

atould he S-C-f- eU-M or -Ceti--R-U-Mee or

S-C-H--R-U-M--M, Some of ray relatives do have this -ore wophie -

tocatesd spelling but ry immediate ancestors just spelled it

S-H-R-U-M . I've always said there are two reaeons for that . . .

either they couldn't spell. vary well or they were very anxious

to try to rngloci se their name and get away from any Car: as

connections . So they dropped off the 'C', They thcaght they

were making it more 2nglish. I think they made it more like

the Chinese but they didn't know that .
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Mr, Specht : What about Merritt?

r~	 Schrum* that's a very old Lnglish name, I think . There

are a great number of

	

s down in the Niagara Penninaula .

My daughter went over to Cork to see if she could trace m y

grandmother's family over in Ireland but she found about hal f

the people here were named Sullivan or O'Sullivan. There

wasn't much hope . My grandmother s name was Sullivan . So

I'n German and Irish and English . And the other parent, Thelker

they were English too . Feat's where I get try height . They're

all tall people, the hel)zers .

	

: '.erritts were tall and

the T elkers were all very tall but I don't know very much

else about them . . where they came from.

Mr . "Ec0t Did you have brc tl ere or sisters ?

Dr . Shrum : Yes, I had two brothers and two sisters .

	

I had ,

I suppose, three sisters . One sister was older than I was

but she passed away when she ees just three or four years of

age .

fir .	 pect : Did you go to school in Snithvilla? Is that where

you spent your childhood?

	Shrum : Oh yes I went to school at Smi.thvilla. I went out

in the country to a one room school first then when r passed

the entrance into high school I was eleven years of age and

we moved into the teen that fall and I rent to high school there .

Then rty parents thought I was too young to go to university

so I spent about five years in this high school . I could have

gone through in three or four years . I could have gone through

in three years, really .
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Specht ; You were quite precocious then?

Dr . Shrum : I was compared with the other people in the area

but, (chuckles) when I passed the entrance into hi gh schoo l

there were only two of us in the class and the other one failed

so, (chuckles) competition wasn't very keen .

	

Then when I

was in high school and my parents didn't want me to go on to

university when I was fourteen or fifteen years of age . . . .

Mr . Seecht : Is that when you finished grade twelve ?

Dr. . Shrues That would be grade eleven . So, I kind of learned

poor work habits there . I did very little work . That was

grade twelve . . . .then for grade thirteen ?. went to Hamilton

Collegiate . They didn't have grade thirteen in this country

high school in Smithville .

	

ere were only three teachers s o

I went to Hamilton Collegiate . There I was in the same room

with Mike Pearson . He had been there before in his Junio r

tatric . We called it Senior Matric then or Honors Matric .

You have to do this to get into an Honors course in University .

You had to have something beyond Junior metric .

Mr . Specth s Did you know 'dike Pearson ?

Shrum! Oh, I knew him very well because as I say, he was in

the same room with me all the year I went to Hamilton Cell e

and then we both went down to Victoria College and I lived in

Burwash Hall and so did he . This was a residence at Victori a

College, one of the new residences at the univer s

r . Sneert : here was Victoria College?

Shrum : It's part of the University of Toronto . The Uni-

versity of Toronto is a federation of colleges . There was



Victoria College which was a

	

College and St . '!ichael' s

College which was Catholic . Trinity was the Anglican and then

there was a Ho - - enominational University College which was

really p art of the University . It's a curious federation at

the University of Toronto because although I was enrolled at

Victoria College, all the Mathematics and Science subject s

are University subjects . You took those at the university .

So at the college merely took languages and English . Even

History

	

took at the University of Toronto rather than at

the college . Yes, History was a University subject rathe r

than a college subject . I don't know ;

	

it was . To explain

the federation system at the University of Toronto would t

more than our two hour ae3aions

	

capable of doing it .

I don't understand it well enough even though t spent about

ht years at the university of Toronto .

eechta why did your parents oppose your going to university?

Dr . thrum :

	

thought I was too young. They wanted me to

go to University, but they didn't want net to go at fifteen .

	 Soecht : Were you quite a close family?

Dr . ~hru: I think so . I' fa just eerl hack oast and I visit .

I have two sisters and a brother living there now and I visited

cone of the other relatives there .

Mr . echt : What ar did you enroll at the University of

onto?

Dr .Shrum : 1913	 sixty years ago !

Mr . Seecht : You were there two years then before the war broke

out?
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s hr , :

	

11 no, the war broke out before I ant back for

socend yar . You

	

Wa3 there 1113-1114 .

	

e.n in the

out when

	

back in my

	

oad

It the t

II vizl . o . Via

	

was only

.1w, he *A s

ivil oagia ering at the

out

-'as in tlar? aya

	

an there oas so r-uch survoy

car. the mrairi a you know, lotting u

pra

	

roam a:a t:iags	 r au y nave

sa jects were all oat

	

sama as far as I was concerned

here wan one where T sort of had (ohuokles) two string s

my how.

	

when I got doan there found that this 3

y %In the profa ra .or of nth matica so ho

	

susded

very ickly to take

	

physics options .

t : a o

'r . ` rim : He tecame Sir Jolir ,Motennan, J . C . uctennan . He

very groat an in many als . Cf." course, in my estimation

moat of the pro -ors were rant :gin and they were characters .

think

	

Y

	

great men too .

	

anglish

f,? 11 of 1914 t :

	

-ar

yo s r .

' ;r .

	

Sid you

	

v at you anted to

11137 lid you now what you wanted to h ?

ar . aaraa :

	

ea e rom a very

one uniVoraity

	

daa in the

a surveyor . Ne h 7onl throug

Cnivoraity of oroa

1

to talk to him about going to uni v

my one

	

so t_

Y .

a a chance

sure

ra c and physics .
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I had, Alexander, he was Head of the Department . He said, "

never teach freshmen but this year I. just wanted to to a
ells

freshman/

	

to see what kind of material was coming in to

the department ." So I was fortunate . he was an author and

a very fine lecturer . My professor of mathematics and all

the senior people they were all extremely able and had

personality and so forth . McLennan was very unusual . Anybody

from the University of Toronto who ever knew him would say

that as far as personality is concerned, he was superior to

any of the other people, I think.

h

	

no you think that your a&Aration for these me n

influence you to seek a univ rsity career yourself?

nrum : Oh we

	

guess so because he was a very domi-

nating personality and I had thought I was going to university

to qualify as a high school teacher. I thought that was a

fairly good job and then of course the war came along and

interupted . I left alrost at the end of my third year .

left April the first, 1916 . I didn't go in '14 .

M	 mecht : rhea did you enlist in the services ?

Shrum : April 1, 1916 .

Mr . f1pecht : That's when you enlisted ?

Dr.Thrum : That's ehen I enlisted .

we started C .O .T .C . training ri i

College . mike

	

on and I were in the same unit . Vincent

hasaey was our Company Ceam nde . C .O .T .C. was made up of

several companies, modicals

d you in my second year

Victoria
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and then Victoria College cot a ccr any, you sec and Vincent

,fassey was the Cantain . re wam the lean of ''eei c =ea as –ell .

arty everybody enrolled in t,. ': - .C . ' .C . could qualify :a s

an officer and T alified the _ first year .

if you

	

ov,r

	

6, you wor .n C .0 .T.C .

rum :

	

years .

ars .

. Chrum : Yes, I anrolla in the fall of 101 and then I

cua1If e is tha

	

;ring; o 191 as a

	

en, nt . `4 r_ 3n th e

!all

	

1115 T enroll d to ual F7 3 a {tain in th e

ut T never cemploted that a 1 ication because I enliste d

_yet of aril f ere I

	

work. .

achte "hy d

	

,'Cu enlist hefore you '

	

co el

Dr . ohrum : It's :scat easy to descri' that . . s a m

Fact r bad

	

oiled i - .7eserhar 1_ . It was 'eery difficult

to study .

	

ra leaving p rom c eases

	

1 % r

lot of war zoioce eent	 different from World far II because

'-anada ha€I only .axner.

	

the' `'out? African War up 'tit then

and that wasn't a whole hearted e fort but they realized by

1915 that this was an all out effort . I signa l u to go as

a reinforee7ant officer to lose Dritish Units in t' e Infantry

but ecau

	

was ond ar the so that they were allowed to take

etthout my

	

consent	 and ry father didn't like

thin

	

welted me to go with a CAnadian Unit so he wouldn' t

agree . This was very uosetting for e and ray studios, you
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know? (chuckles) I'd thrown in the bookel In December I'm

finished and I'm off to England to become an officer in one

of the Dritish egiments . We very lucky I didn't go I guess

because they were slaughtered . So then I kept waiting for

a Canadian Unit and

	

,n tecy organized this University o f

Toronto Unit . `'oral got out at there was to be a University

of Toronto Battery in which

	

could all enlist and be together .

I was one of the first ones to enlist in that as scan as it

was organized. . .as a gunner . Fortunately we idn't stay to-

gether as a unit because quite a few of them were pretty

superior people and to have gone over as a unit woulen't have

Leen a good idea I don't thin I: . In any case it would have

been rather traumatic an experience to have so aa►ny close friends

in one unit in action if mayLe eceething eves wrong . So this

Battery was split up and went as reinforcements to other batteries .

	 Specht : A lot of he C .O .T .C . vnits were broken up . The

eestern

Dr . Shrum : e ,;?,stern University waen't a C .O .T.C . Unit .

lad in the C .O .T .C . I wasn't in active s rvic e

in the fall of 1914 .

Mr .

	

eclat

	

trictly trainin g

arum : Was s ictly training, yes .

eeht :

	

at was your training?

fir . S4

	

Oh, it was pretty tough military training .

Mr.Seecht : What type of activities?

Dr.	 ram : Oh, drill . . . .and rifle shooting . Hart House was

only partly completed and they converted one of the beeements
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of Hart louse into a rifle range . We had all the usual officer

training qualifications .

r Seecht : This would infantry cold

um : All infantry trai

	

. . . .Certificate ''

	

y

call it .

	

' drill in. the eorning, first thin g

morning. In

	

1914, r guele it eae :out t

of October, it was pretty chilly in the morning . lut we'd L a

up to do our drill fore we '

have periods during the day

tare su c and eeried s

sheeting .

Fneoht : you eere

	

_u per, dur

	

he

	

r . r-cr Id

'.'hat trainl did you have to be a gunear

Pr . Shrum :

	

11 I got ro

	

fining in Canada before

nod first

d tough

like

a football car . Then we

	

a .ra on the lake and

more training wn

	

. There ;ae a big military care.) , m

tie ra, then to P t elves

	

I le ft eversc

	

cause

I was qualified ea

	

infantry officer, I sue

etr

	

and then two strip es and

lectures and then

	

d

we'd have lectures in mili -

end eractice rifle

I left . I enlisted the f

of all at the Univerelty	 very rtg i

a

	

of runnin and

4 Le

one

-L e

Before I

	

aelda . con e go

Ingland why, one of the reant-" Jere in the

cliffe, (ell, originally the barracks that

ringcliffe Czar) ti~e first morning he looke

	

t the

st

	

a and

	

said, "You might as well take those Ocd( en
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things off .

	

ey won't do you any gcod around here ." As a

matter of fact it was a handicap hecause when I took them of f

the tunic. had fa :

	

tle bit and you could see wher e

their ere . I think some of the Sergeent-Majors we had took

eat delight in giving us little extra chores now and then

cause we had been sergeants .

Seecht : You weren't ceeeissioned as a Lieutenant then

when you went into t } .e active service ?

	 rum : Oh no, this T.7niversity Batte

	

euppose 250 reople

enlisted, they eere all gunners . 7verybe7y enlisted in the

ranks .

	

e officers *rev,. eraduetes frer the business world

cr the rro essional world that they*'d brought in as officers .

ere .are only 3 or 4 c

	

es anyeay . Fe every ody enlisted and

there were no N .C .0 .'s either in the early stages . :.ver body

enlisted as a Teener .

echt : , ehee did you land in France?

r Shrum) We didn't stay long in ,gland .

	

I arrived in

7ngland soretime in areverber and 7 scent Christmas i.n 17rance .

T wasn't in ngland very long . I did very little training

in -egland . . . . ju :St eliting to jet overseas to ranee .

	

had

a pretty roue time o it. It wee pretty rough in France at

that tire . T bed enjoy ,

	

good health %ut we had a

very rough par ere, over

	

lerd . . . .very relish . When in

d it was very wet and dsee although I still maintained

health . "ut going over across the channel they racked

them in s

	

below end I was subject to sea. sichte ss so eventually

I got up on Cec . But then when the eater washed up onto

the deck I had a hard time hanging on and I got soaking wet
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and cold and T didn't feel well again until after Viny Ridge .

That was April 9, 1917 .

Mr .Specht : Were you invo in the Viny Ridge campaign ?

r . Shrum : Oh yes . I wets.. then a Junior on the gun crew and

our gun had a premature the very first morning in the Battle

of Viny ridge . That means that the shell bursts before i t

gets out of the barrel, you see . It didn't hurt any of us

but it put the gun out of action . The battle was going bette r

than they expected so they called for volunteers to carry wire

because the signallers ran out of wire . They didn't have all

these walkie-talkies they had to string wire hack and forward

to phone hack where they wanted the fire directed and the re-

inforcements and so on . This wire was just strung on the

ground . It was forever getting broken with shells and so forth .

People had to go out and fix it at all hours . But in any case ,

they called on volunteers to. arry more wire up to tie top

of Viny ridge . Now Viny Ridge isn't really a ridge . It wa s

an escarpment more or less . We were on this side, the German s

were here . They'd pushed them back and there was a drop an d

a plain below and a plain above . So another fellow and I ,

we volunteered . We went forward carrying this big roll o f

signal wire . I don't know how much it weighed but it took

two of us to carry it . We had quite a good time and went pas t

the German lines right up to the ridge . I really can't remembe r

to whom we delivered the wire . All I remember is the excitemen t

of watching the battle . We were sort of out of i t

mr . Specht : You'd be behind the first advance?
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Dr . Shrum : Yes . They were over the ridge by the time we go t

to the top . The infantry was over the ridge . Of course there

were prisoners around and all kinds of people and a great num-

ber of wounded and dead all around us . The weather was very

bad that day but then it turned nice . . . .spring weather ove r

in France . Then I sort of recovered from this tremendous chill
came

I got on the ocean water . One old sailor/

	

along when I

was shivvering so much I was afraid I'd crack the enamel o n

my teeth . He said, "Don't worry mate, if that were fresh water

you'd die of pneumonia but salt water . . . .nobody ever get s

a cold from salt water . "

	 Specht : How did you get your military medal?

. Shrum : Oh . . . .this was after Amiens . The war was going

pretty well by this tire . We went up one of the main road s

in France, Paris-'ions Highway and they were on the point of

taking a city called

	

and we went forward with

a forward gun . Well first of all we went forward with the

forward gun and then we brought the other guns up but the

Germans apparently knew right where we were . We were in an

old quarry . So that was the worst beating we ever had . They

started to put the shells in there and that exploded our aeunition ,

you see and they could see they were getting results .

that e .en it was all over we had lost a great nu'sr of men

and most of our officers and horses and things . Co another

fellow and I we sort of took charge and we organized things .

We sent some horses up from the rear and we got two guns ou t

and back into a position that we had left earlier . We were

ready to fire when the barrage started the next morning for
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the attack . It was quite important to have at least two guns

firing . We should have had six but they were knocked out .

I don't know but they thought it was worth military medal .

Mr.Snecht : That was in one of the last oar aigns of the war ,

wasn't it ?

Dr . Shrum :
_see	 	

It was pretty late . I guess it was early Octobe r

1918 and the war was over in Ilovemb r.

You were

	

shendale too, weren't you ?

Dr . ,̀rur` Yes, I was wound

	

It 'Passchendale and that's where

I lost my diary . That yen very trying experience .

mr . Srecht : What was

	

_ like? It was

	

ad to

be

	

of t?e worst battles	 eesualties	

%rur : Tt was lust sea of -

	

the re eeened to he

no bottom to it . T'-

	

,

	

_,% road

	

the

	

lank-3

would he &out 4" thick, G or 8' wide and 11 or 12' long an d

they put this over the top

	

he mud . Of course it was wet

and

	

awfully greasy . f er

	

things would slid e

if

	

_ea . Tn

	

we got up there

we tried to get the guns

gun fits or anything .

it i on but there ire no prope r

he guns in positie

	

the best way

was to put the drag

	

and get an infantry platoon

on each drag rope becauee the horses coildn't	 as econ

as they step off the plank road they'd get mired down ove r

in the mud . They couldn't move the t

	

. Then we had to

fill sand

gun to k: c

self .

with mud. to kind of make a platform for the

it shored up and from going down into th

was a great teal of shelling . You know neepl e

didn't worry so much about the shelling there

	

use there



1-1, p . 1 5

was no safe place to go . Where one loses one's nerve and gets

nervous about shelling is when there's a good secure plac e

not very far away . .but you have to be out and face it, you

know . nut if there's no place to go . . .it's surprising. The

shells weren't very effective either because they went down

in this rud and exploded and I suppose there was one tent h

the casualties there would he if it had been hard ground .

It would give you a chill to have one core right overhead be -

hind you or ,o e_hing .

r . S* e cht :

	

role as a gunner? What did you do?

m: Well

	

ally the person

	

In the

field artillery there were three batteries

	

t they cal l

eighteen pour

	

one battery of four or 'iv

	

Pour

or fives were the howitzers . It was 4 .5" in diameter .,the

barrel and you were supposed to take a ram-rod, you nut th e

shell in

	

then you take the rod and drive the h e ll here

so that the c or band on the shell that gives it the spi n

as it goes out the grooved bore of

	

un makes good contact .

it was against ell rules and regulations but all

	

necteble

gunners never

	

they always used their fist .

So you to ze the shell on your ermn .d drive it home . If the

timing was good and so on, you'd get a good lob . but if you' d

meke the tiniest little m you'd hit your knuckles o n

that bore . You had to get your hand right in the centre o f

the shell as it wasn't a very great hole you're pushing i t

through . The '--tieing up that took place learning to do it !

But you could fire much more rapidly than if you had to push

it in e

	

and then pick up a stick and do it . Then

	

man
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who did this also laid the gun and pulled the trigger . So

you fired it home and checked it and then pulled the trigger .

cour

	

burning cordite or .C .T . or whatever i t

is sort of

	

it into y. ur blood . . . .the excitement .

n is never nervo_

	

you're firing because you think you'r e

giving

	

you know . Put if you have to stand by and

nct fire end he's firing at you, well this gets on your nerves .

rack 1
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Dr . Shrum : But Peeechendale wee a disaster because t .he were

so raw.), lives lost there . But it was not nossible tc mh c

any kind of advance . Rven if they had made an advance in th e

front you couldn't bring the reserves up to consolo dm t

was wounded the ni gat before the first advnce . It was jus t

the night before . Then T eventually vor'

	

but

I didn't get to Fngland . That wee e great diseepeinteent .

I went to hospital in h euen ard then I

	

c :vale, cieg i n

France but I didn't lose a e eet deal

	

I got w ound ed

out the 25th or 26 of Octoher end wee Lac? with the

	

tery

around CtrIetres tire 1917 .

rr . Specht : 'etas the war anything like you had anticipated

when you were hack in Toronto?

Dr . Shrum : When I was back in. Toronto of course i

concern was that it would he over before * of there . (chuckles)

No, I had no idea of what it would be like . T can't y it

was different from what I expected . In Toronto when we were

training we began to realise that we were

	

to ' it . Tt

was before I enlisted that I was afraid that T wasn't eoin e

to get there but the Battle of the omme was In the earl

1916 . I had enlisted, you see the first of pril erd the re -

per –ere coring through about the rattle of the Deem an d

what a beating the allies were taking there . So T her- ,n to

realize

	

guess I'll make it . But I must say that I z,

	

, o

idea of what it would be like . The sort of thing is that I

wouldn't go through it again for anything hut, I wouldn't have

missed it for anything either . You know? Of course when you
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consir

	

hurlb r of people ti at didn't

	

hack and that

up in Shaughnessy who' ,

	

in the

c,, Orld ar I you can -

. But or one who ca::e back. nd

kind of

	

er ice one oul.:n' t

Did you

	

any r af octions after

	

'stice

1

	

e

c

	

ink that not only

n:

	

very socially

worry aSout

r-uch

io?

!')r . Shrum :

	

ack to University, that's right . 1 didn't. get

r

	

No to a

troo ;

	

It

o.

	

cal 11 cohnolous . We

da

After the war

	

you go? Pack to Un
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back in time to get into the Ecial session so I had the summe r

free . I did whatever jobs I could get until the fall when I

went back to the university . That's when I really starte d

to study because up 'til shat time in my life I had never really

done any studying to speak of . I'd had a pretty easy ti r

although when I left university, competition was very much

keener and I didn't do so well in my first and second year .

Third year, they gave it to me when I enlisted . I didn't have

to go back and repeat the third year, So my first and second

year I di n't coo too well .

	

competition was keen, I didn' t

have any good study habits, 7 had a wonderful . time, I enjoyed

living ir

	

1 nee

	

as of

	

a r.y an -

studying w

	

- last

	

ng I thought of doing . Put when I

came back from the war I realized that I didn't want t o

a private all my life . (laughs) The people would tell us

to get out at night and

	

guns . . .heat up the wate r

and wash he guns because there was going to be an inspectio n

the next 'ay . T rebelled at this but said it was my ow n

fault. So when I went back to Universi

	

ghtened .

had been away for three years and I was frightened becaus e

a

	

ics you forget

	

cod deal . Physics wasn't so bad

but I hadn't 1 e any stndyin so I thought well,

	

m

going

	

and I'm in ce

	

ion with our young fellows who

a't been in the war	 you see they were coming free th e

tbird year right fresh into the fourth year 	 I star (

. You know I thought that the only

	

I'd be

would be if I studied and I'd have to organize it . S o

I started studying right away in the fall and you know . . . . I

got to like it : And I've been studying ever since, I guess .
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That's how I started it . Then I did well in my fourth year .

I did far better than I'd expected to do . ,s a ratter of fact

eae the top student from Victoria Celle

	

second

in the university . I was beaten by a fellow who c,-

	

7rom

the third year into the class right fresh and h ...

	

been a

good student . I don't think he was as good a student as I wa s

but in any case,

	

t me .

	

tas from University Colle t

It wee a fairly large class . So that's how I started ray

aca(enic career but I didn't intent to stay in acadonice I

intended to go into business then . I'd ecided that afte r

the war I r=anted. to be a big busines

	

'' 7 that

and

	

didn't wor

in

	

arch .

here .

'aT . Specht : ;:you got your PhD in Physics in 1925 ?

Dr . Shrum : '23 .

'Cr . -necht : 1923, oh ,

Dr .	 "''rim : I

	

out here in '2 5

rt.__.Ltt!2L : Did you continue with the C .tO .T .C' . at all in

Toronto after the war ?

Dr . Shrum : No .

Nr.Specht : Completely divorced your Leif from them ?

Dr . Shrum : 'gib y had one there but it was the last thine that

nted to be involved in . . . .the :military . So, I had nothing

to do with it in any way

	

atloevet . Its a matter

	

fac t

I was so fed up, in a way, with the military tha t

arrived back in Canada I couldn't wait to eo to Toronto t o

went back to University and got involved

)retty good luck and then I came out
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t

	

otllized . I got demobilized in

	

&a . This was a

ing to do as then I travelled as a civilian from

wilifaa hones . I couldn't Ilt to 'et

	

'ilized .

I don't know . Not many people did it but	 well .

	

See

I was then only corporal although I had

	

sent to an officer

	

aining school at the

	

of the war . I miasa-7 the last two

	

in the war ocaso

	

was there at this school in _ranee .

Lu as co as

	

was, aad

	

all d000rted this a0000l

Toot $ck tovar- oar units

	

waa a rascal I won t

or: to. Brussels aoo pretond lost and couldn't fin d

my unit . I had -Iuite a gook,. time n 3r-wools for about a

weak . It waa liberat k and so was I . (laughing)

ont : So why diO you choose to cone to U .B .C, ?

or .

	

ruo Well

	

to go to

	

.ni)cg . I wanted to

university job . I had this joo at Toronto but the pro -

f .?.asor waa

	

selfish too	

	

the credit for a great

Neal

	

"o and I

	

. sore anatty good

.k .

	

o I O ad a ht

	

aa argument with him . I told him

.aring my hard work it

	

but I

:ate for you o take tho credit for my good luck ."

	

k n w?

little bit of a row .

	

very amx. c

ware two jobs, one out here ano one at ' xanitoba .

were two of us

	

oad our 'TD' that were looking

ohs , permanont joba . Plthough I could have stayed on at

Toronto, I didn't want to . I thought, oh,

	

would be

coulf

	

wait until I got

	

,oronto .

Yby was that ?

u I don't know. There was just the feeling that . . . .

I said, "I don't ml r.

o .

wut

:d I



moving -from the old cano

building and

very t r

	

.ad

out here . I went into th e

- there in a n

he was one of

	

laboratory as5i

and theo

ants or a labourer

1-2, p .

to go to Winnipeg . It

any ease, the only nnsel i s

said to the other

too far from Toronto. But in

I ever did in my life, I

.1 now, we both can't 21y to

both laces . You want Winnipeg and I want Winnipeg but you're

marri

	

-.id. you're older than I am, you tr7 .ln 'oo and I'l l

go out to B . C .'' So I only c

	

1 r

	

one year . I didn' t

intend to stay but I liked it

	

the day I arrived .

	

is
it happ s

nr .

	

-ht : Do you

	

,

	

i

	

the co:'pu

	

oked

	

when

you arrived?

I olne ere

	

'wore just movin . It was

. I said, Can you tell no

	

r any of the

said, "Well, I'm a professor ." He was

Sennings, the second man in the Physics Department . But al l

the professors dug in and helped move . You know it

	

quite

a big job to move from down there . So it was brand

	

i n

1925, brand new .

o, .

	

there	 what buildin

	

there on en -us ?

Sr .

	

Well, there

	

the centre part of the library

-ere was what is now the main part of the C2 4

	

building .

ie with the cut stone on it and the powerhoue

	

--e centre

part of the library and the solid part

	

i3i , building

and the , powerhouse were the only permanent structures . Al l

the other structures were stucco . Oh, and the auditiorium
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was there. th e

that was build icu ture

.t. n

rr l

you acscciate with tha local ! mar{on or any

o n

:.nv,-

	

with the 7 . .T . . .a

	

it

	

rough . I

	

7 s r .

	

--Ion

	

r -I t

nvolved in sor

the C . beca u

in

	

ffat s

of .

	

-:ellor for other

in thletics .

	

e

in thl's . Then T

	

. olved

of

	

sort

got

. v .

a

'

	

laint a

is ver:

	

't-s 7

his cor=ection with t :tilitary after we had cc'

	

ch and
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so they were reorganizing the C .O.T .C . or thinking about re-

organizing the C .O .T .C . I was if not copular, a very well

known younger member of the staff because I was quite a good

lecturer I think and I was involved in athletics and student

affairs and he was such a persuasive fellow, Harry Logan .

e came tor

	

C.".oraon, won't you corns and help mer he said .

If you'd just help me get it started . There was a grea t

deal of opposition to reorganizing the C .O .T .C . on the

campus . They had tried to reorganize it down at the old place

and they had some rather sad experiences . Well, by this

time I was more politically conscious and I realized that

I eas one of the nee is who thought there was gaing to be a

war and so that it wasn't such a crazy idea to reorganize the

C .O .T .C .

seecet Well this was in 1928 ?ee

r . Serum : yep .	 e e

r . echt : Winston Churchill described that as the high point

of the caances for peace between the two world wars, so I wondered

why you at this time felt that another war would come about ?

Dr. Shrumi Well, certainly the League of Nations hadn't faile d

but I just felt that we hadn't handled wars at this time .

I don't know if there had sell any disarmament conferences

or not but if there had, they'd been failures . ehat was for

certain . The very first ones were failures . In any case ,

it was very much his persuasion that persuaded me to come in .

So I did and I went in as a captain	 I don't think I ever

qualified . Then I qualified as a major and I went on and took

the other qualifications . I rather enjoyed it and got involved .
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Then for some reason or another there was a certain amoun t

of jockeying and Col . Logan was out as Commanding Officer and

77=y Letson

	

Now Harry Tetson

	

reat f r

roan Brock and

who

	

_ the C .O .T .c .

on a bbatical .

h and Dean Brook was the

lathed .

ok one s&Ha ica . only

left once and he

	

you

	

71t oo gh he was very

fair about these things, he would never have gone out of hi s

was to re-establish any military on the

os . . . .Tom Brown . You ~could talk to

one of the active ones . He wao a stu

'.sal Plant,

	

was a

ndful of

	

ts an

	

Dr

	

you

say . T think he

	

Col . Logan in to

	

it on .

after they got seta'..)? _shed.. Logan was out al .l Col . Lenlon wa s

in . "all I got along well with Leeson . T rather enjoyed him .

Then just before the war broke out, he left

ear .

Pros i

C .O .T .C .

Y for a

ok was otino

co s to

mate . There

inch to?President 71inck you're.

nck, -aa; P o

nt to Italy and so on and

	

r

he wa a ana

	

rr ,

was an awful lot of

acht : Who were the

on campus? Who were s

Dr . Chrur : Well, it

e wh

	

o in favour of it ,

individuals ho spear-headed it ?

ust a veru

	

oll group . 7... small

group of

or

and 7i r

just

aa ner

that was in at that a a major ,'°11an of the

Engineering faculty . He's still around . You could talk to him .
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He and Logan left at the same time . I don't know, I wasn' t

in on all the skullduggery that went on but, there was some -

thing about it but don't

	

'1k Logan

	

give up at

the time . But he did .

	

o . was a very 7ine fellow . ?e wouldn' t

pick a quarrel with

	

So

	

on and I Lc

	

-

C

	

nding Officer . Ti_,

	

was C

	

in Officer until after

the ear . . . .all

	

sled

ordinary conmanding officer . Tbn

Donner .

How long is a term for a

eyond my term of an

turned it over to Bob

cer

	

-:1osed

nun :

	

rse ?ears, I thin .

back to the formation, who were the oppo e

sition and what were the obstacles to it L n

"r.Shrum : I think thee reason they eventually got' i t

and so on, was the

	

eere

cou l

that th e

strong snd no e .

	

in the s

the main

c sition was so

and so on .

Some became quite neutral and said, 'Tell ac-

	

all, all these

want to do is to tak

	

i ning in case

need it and why shouldn't we let them do it. They're not '.sing

pee cc the

o extreme . I thin' a:

that it was re-establi_

3ey

to be such og r

They said, "We l

So that was one of the

PP 'tion ma

boys only

	

earl :

sons tk from the

woul

everybody that enrolled in CnO .T .0

	

I

	

'



money ." So they turned the money hack to the organization .

That's how that all started	 because they were accused o f

joining because of the money they were going to get ou t

it . The officers turned back their money too now . That' s

how we built the Armoury . Well, first of all we weren't saving

this money for an armoury we were saving it for a uniform or

something . . .but that's how that got started . We were euccesful .

We carried that through right to the end of the war .

	

eeri e

training in the C .O .T .C . waived their pay . They trte d

to do that in other C .O .T .C .s across Canada but no place re

they able to do it except U .B .C . and the ree e on they were abl e

to do it at U.B .C . was that the officers	 as a Colo,

waived my pay too and my pay .e fairly cereiderable

to what the men were getting . The other place t l

	

only

sueseeted that the students waive their pay and th'e officer s

would draw their pay, you see . Well that isn't so (s .

So I had more money invested in the Armoury than any ether

individual thet

about . . . .and. w

con .-rile .

for certain . So tht's how that one came

e numbers became

	

, these nu,—

	

_me

s uit of that, we not only built the Armouty

we built an addition to

	

ecru

	

TTeh t t h

Carr pictures that were eive ., t7ne univer

worth sn

	

apiece . Have you seen those?

Specht : *op e .

Dr . Shrum : They're up it t he acul te Club, ee peer the Socia l

Suite . At the end of the war, we had so much monev . . .well

we had money anyway, maybe not so much and I wanted to 	
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well he

	

again t had s mt:h ..

	

e .to re

	

T '

at

	

rning of the .'!r >t T ?r . Tt's over with how . T

ity, i r

valu

r

7r .

	

T'j I

	

to ask

th a

	

Is a

renort In

on to

whi7 the

the

	

tion .

hr .

	

d Tresi

	

s1" nck react when e rturne

um : T

	

he aces .

	

flit

	

. .you

know .

	

I h

	

1 r.

	

with

	

later on

	

's

	

t
. y ; P'3 .

and he

	

it . 7h

	

hi s

r .

	

s and he:

	

what I

	

, do. ,

not what his personal views were . He was always very proper

on in sh

t it

ers
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and there were never any problems . . . .as long as we were doing

things as they should be done .

• Specht : ore of the criticisms of having a C .O .T .C . con-

tingent on campu *"as that this would give outside influence

into camnus affairs .

osier,- well, they ?i :̀red .very aossible arguerent . rut

there way

	

I . This was for certain . The C .O .T .C . wa s

always manned by members of the staff and student officers .

There were no outsiders to influence .

. s necht : I _

arum : That . .,as

	

Aable fear -that they ed .

en echt : The Committee for Mint ry Affairs, now, thi s

kind of over see the C .O .T .0 on

	

us .

Shrum : That's right, an advisory body sort of .

r . Specht : Can you tell me how the nroers m itself wa s

structured? First of all there was no military obligation ,

there? . . . .if you were enrolled in the C .O .d .C . ?

em : me, none at all, no .

Mr . r e cht : The training was suprosed to Prepare students

for

	

officer's corurissions?

en-

Dr . Shrum : Officer's gualificatIons . Fir.	 e.eeeee

t`ae Captain . There was Certificate 'A' 7 r

shout the r

nd

tenant a_ ~

qualifications –

our

beck there . ye

	

very lucky at the C .O .T .C . We establ :

Li :.-s natty good rscords and standings on these exami n

Commcnweelth examinations . We also did very - s11 i n

in coma tion . This was also Commonwealth wide . But the

ng ,
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whole purpose was to qualify as an officer . It wasn't to

train for battle other than that which would

	

part ,of the

officer training . 7uL we went over to camp during t .e Christmas

holiday, over to victoria, to Fsquinalt to do more practical

cork over there . Practically all ,b work , t the university

'n the form of le -

	

'd. go down

	

the Beatty

Armouries to do our drill once a.

broke cut, we had a great influx and

	

on th , . fir, sates

to core to th.

	

iversi , to join the C .O .T .C . to get guan o

fications becalls- we were the only orc,Tarlisation in T',',ritish

Coll

	

'

	

'

	

that had the syllabus for offt .cer' s

training that could 1alify officers .

	

1 i

put any particular

	

,eis on this in.

	

r o ilito ry

	

tning

here ir. t7 oity .

71r .7noe

	

lid your syllabus ors re with

	

7,

	

o f

the 7o a

	

or the regular services in promotion o f

officors? Your preparation for the 'A' and. '7' C`ertific :ates . .

the training wouldn't be

oiven at the royal Military

For instance,

	

down there and took

r7 at tho

	

Military Coll ,

	

he woulo

	

bette r

have

very

military training

nd in Scionce or

a

who took this

le who

training were al .

	

_neors

	

, .n .oan .a.

able people . ""rev ray not h a

to bear in mind

s ,,., ..,

	

ntil tlo?

	

did very

	

o?* of to . pe

C.-,r

llrw

a of the

	

but the

	

bably %ad. more aca.dmic

ri.ng or Victory .

C
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,lecT-7 .ets(l their certificates actually apply for corn.-

4 sc rro.g :

.1

	

SU +SC(

n*.

n

c r

or with
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who could af rd to buy the unifos and so on

forth . if T

	

tven =-

	

car , couldn

Lnd of 7ra. IT


