Mr. Robert Bonner
July 19, 1973

Intervieﬁ~__*, Tape 1, Track 1.

Mr. Specht: Mr. Bonner, you were born in Van;ouver. What year
was that?

Mr. Bonner: September the tenth, 1920.

Mr. Specht: 1920. What part of Vancouver did you grow up in?
Mr. Bonner: Mostly in Hastings East.

Mr. Specht: Hastings East?

Mr. Bonner: Yes,

Mr. Specht: 1Is that where you went to High School also, in

that area?

Mr. Bonner: Yes, Britannia High School, Templeton Junior High
Hastings

School, and/ Public School.

Mr. Specht: When did your family come to Vancouver?

Mr. Bonner: Well, my father came here from New Brunswick about
1910 and my mother came here from Ireland a year or two earlier,
but her family had been in British Columbia for a longer
period. 1In fact, Port Kells, in the Fraser Valley is named
after my mother's people, her family name being Kells.

Mr. Specht: What was your father's occupation?

Mr. Bonner: Father was in the automotive retail business and
laterly with Dominion Bridge Company.

Mr. Specht: What type of work did he do?

Mr. Bonner: Well, he had a garage business in the automotive
retail.....a garage and service station. When he worked with
Dominion Bridge, he was in personel work.

Mr. Specht: Did you have brothers and sisters?

Mr. Bonner: No.
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Mr. Specht: You went to Britannia High School. How would

you describe your high school career? Did you enjoy it?

Mr. Bonner: Oh yes, thoroughly. Britannia in those days was

quite a small school by comparison. I don't think there were
more than 600 in attendance. But it had a great spirit and
considerable +tradition.

Mr. Specht: Who were some of your colleagues in high school?

People who you have maybe later formed long term relationships
with...?

Mr. Bonner: Well, it's curious about the long term relationships

because our class seemed to break up and scatter considerably.
My particular friends in high school were a chap by the name
of Townsend and Bob Cowan. I've seen them on and off over the
years but we're not terribly close.

Mr. Specht: What year did you enroll at U.B.C.?

Mr. Bonner: 1938.

Mr. Specht: 1938. The majors that you chqse to concentrate

in were economics and political science.

Mr. Bonner: That's right.

Mr. Specht: Why did you choose those subjects?

Mr. Bonner: I had formerly the intention of entering law.

That was some years prior...about grade 7 or 8...(laughs) as

a matter of fact. So I concentrated my studies along the lines
that I thought would be useful as a base for a legal career.

Mr. Specht: So from a very early age, you were interested in

a legal career?

Mr. Bonner: VYes.
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Mr. Specht: Why do you think you were interested in a legal

career?

Mr. Bonner: I'm not so sure how a boy forms an interest. My

first interest, frankly, was medicine because I'd admired

our family doctor considerably. But I underwent a fairly

heavy operation for mastoiditis at the age of seven and I decided
as a result of that that really...(laughs)...I didn't want to
spend a lot of time around the hospital. So I searched around
for another career. (laughs) I though;the law would be an
interesting way to live. I really don't know how I formed

those opinions but that was the opinion I formed.

Mr. Specht: You were in debating organizations and societies

in high school and also in university.

Mr. Bonner: Yes.

Mr, Specht: I wonder if that was also indicative of your interests

as political science and economics are excellent topics of
debate.

Mr. Bonner: Those interests, were of course shaped by the fact

that the Depression was pretty rampant in the 1930's and I

had developed an interest in political solutions to economic
problems. My father was always very interested in politics.

We had many discussions at home. In fact I used to go to poli-
tical meetings with him and I gained some admiration for the
politicians of the day and their techniques...stage presence

and so on. (laughs) I always connected oratory with effectiveness
in terms of presenting ideas. So it became kind of a minor

hobby. In grade seven we had, in the English classes, the
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requirement to make a two or three minute speech a number of
times in the course of the year. This was part of the mode of
instruction at Templeton Junior High School. I remember the
first speech I made. It was devoted to the Zeppelin. The R-100
and the Zeppelins of the day were big things in a small boy's
mind and I decided I'd do a little study into the origin of the
Zeppelin and make a small speech about it. Well it turned out
to be a rousing success. I got an A plus for my first effort
and I kind of marvelled at the result compared to the effort
I'd put in.....(laughs)....to it. I think a person tends to

do a thing that he finds easy to do. So it really began with
that particular effort.

Mr. Specht: Where you lived, would that be in the VAncouver

East constituency?
Mr. Bonner: Yes it was.

Mr. Specht: That was always quite a strong left wing constituency

in the '30's.

Mr. Bonner: Yes.

Mr. Specht: You said you went to political meetings, did you
ever hear someone like Harold Winch speak?

Mr. Bonner: Not Harold Winch but Llyle Telford was very
prominent in the area at that time. He became mayor of the city
later. He used to be a frequent speaker and I used to attend

a few of his meetings and ask awkward questions in the question
period. (laughs) When I look back on it, it was kind of a
strange thing, I suppose, to be doing at that age. 1In the

depression everybody was searching for better modes of civil
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organization. You know it was totally incomprehensible that
a vast number of people should be without work when they were
willing to work and for people to be without income when the
country was obviously rich. I think a lot of people of my
generation were really not too content with the way things had
been and were seeking to make them better. Some people took
a left wing approach to it and others tock a more reformist
approach. I suppose I was among the reformers.,

Mr, Specht: Were you concerned that democracy was threatened

because of alot of the tensions that were created by the
Depression, mass unemployment, demonstrations, ....? Possibly
authorities might feel a need to control demonstrations or
speeches .

Mr. Bonner: No, I don't think there was any particular concern

along those lines. As a matter of fact, looking back on the
period, it was remarkably stable notwithstanding that there
was widespread unemployment. The people who demonstrated were
actually very few in number either by absolute or relative terms.
T think the most remarkable aspect of the entire period was
the absence of uprising. People were fundamentally very
orderly in their outlook and very much of an independant frame
of mind despite the fact that very many families had little or
no income. I knew people who would refuse to accept any
public assistance. It was a matter of self respect and pride
that you would not accept assistance. I'm not certain that
that's the opinion today.

Mr. Specht: How would you describe your interest in debating?
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¥hy do you think you became such an active debater? You mentioned

the incident in Grade 7 but any other reasons?

Mr. Bonner: Well, it was an interesting contest. It involved
logic, cut and thrust and so on. Dabating/w’smore widespreéd
then than now as an exercise and a thing that people did.

when T debated in High School I think it was the first occasion
in which Britannia had won the Inter-High School Debating Cup
that winter. There was an inter~high school debating league
and I think it was the first time we won the cup. As a matter
of fact, when I debated for the university of British Columbia,
it was the first time U.B.C. had won the cup....the McGowan Cup
Debate.

¥r. Specht: Do you remember that particular debate?

Mr. Bonner: The topic?

Mr. Specht: The occasion.

Mr. Bonner: I remember the coccasion. I can't for the moment

think of the topic.

Mr. Specht: One of the topics that you debated with Art Foulkes

about Uni _.ed States.....whether or not democracy had declined

in the United States since the First World WAr. Arthur Foulkes
took the stand that it had declined. Fe pointed to Hughie Long
and other activities. Do vou remember your side in that debate?

¥Mr, Bonner: We usually debated together. We formed a team.

In fact we were a team throuchout. It really didn't matter

to us what the proposition was. It wasn't a matter of conviction
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we could arque either side. In fact in preparing the debates,
we would analyse the other side to devise the arguments which
would over-weigh. So it was an intellectual exercise rather
than a matter of conviction. We could have argued either
side with equal effect. We prepared both sides.

Mr. Specht: What do you think were the main concerns of
students just bhefore the war?

Mr. Bonner: I think the main concern wasz getting an education

which really had some promise of job opportunities. People
ecquated a degree with a bit of an edge on becoming =2stablished.
Mr. Speche: I suppose that attitude is much more prevalent

then than today.

Mr. Bonner: Yes I think it was.

Mr. Specht: In 1940, it seems that the most controversial issue

on the campus was conscription in Canada. There was a hig
blow-up about this...

Mr. Bonner: There was indeed.

Mr. Specht: Were you vice-president of the U.B.C. Canadian Stu-
dents RAssembly?

Mr. Bonner: VYes I was,

Mr. Smecht: You were vice-president?

Mr. Ponner: s a matter of fact, Charlie Nash and I, he's an
engineer with Ilydro, found ourselves in the middle of this

organization and it was as hellbent on blocking conscrintion
and opposing the war effort and everything else. We suddenly

woke up to the notion that thing was being externally directed.

ey

-
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o we proceded to turn the thing inside out ourselves.

Mr. Specht: How did you&think it was externally directed?

Mr., Bonner: Well, there was a Communist Cell in charge of it.
It was a very simple nroposition. ¥We used to find ourselves
in meetings in which a gal, who was later prominent in the
Communist Party, would say, "Our objective is so-and-so. This
is the way we have our motions organized. You, s0-and~so will
propose so-and-so and you will second so~and-so." 2As a matter
of fact, I learned a great deal about meeting control... (laughs)
from this exercise. It was externally directed in +he sense
that it wasn't really a bona fide student proposition.

Mr. Specht: The issue came to a head when the Canadian Students

Assembly had a meeting at Christmas of 1240, At this meeting
the committee of the Assembly moved that they send a
resolution to Ottawa saying, "We do not recommend conscription.
We do not recomment that Canada send a large force overseas
because this will lead to conscription.” This passed and
seems to have triggered the controversy.

Mr. PBonner: Yes that's right.

Mr. Specht: I was wondering first of all, how were these people
selaected, say from U.B.C., who went back Rast for the meeting?
Mr. Bonner: I don't recall specifically who went or how they
were selected but fundamentally the people who went back were
sympathetic to the cause, so to speak. Tt was at that point
that Nash and I started to turn the thing inside out.

Mr. Specht: Council suspended the local Assembly when they
r>turned. Do vou remember, 4id vou support this suspension?b

You were vice~president still at the time.
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Mr., Bonner: Yes, I did. 1As a matter of fact, some of my
friends on council and I were collaborating on the result.

Mr. Specht: Later the Canadian Students 2ssembly local was
reinstated only under the jurisdiction of the Literary Science
Executive., T don't know if yvou remember the specific move but,
would vou describe that az a demotion of the C.Z.A.?

¥Yr. Bonner: "ell, T'm not saying whether demotion is the word
but it was effective at the time....in containing the C.S.A.
Mr. Specht: Pefore it was somewhat more autonomous.

My, Bonner: Yes.

Mr. Specht: The Literary Science Executive controlled all the
clubs and organizations on campus....for funds and legitimizing
them,

Mr. Bonner: Yes, legitimizing rather than funds. Therae was

a certain superintendence of activity. BRut it wasn't a detailed
control exercise. I later became president of the L.5.E.

830 T knew something about that.

Yr. Specht: Yes...and when vou were president what was the
relationship in '40, '41.

Mr. Bonner: '40. '41.

Mr. Specht: What was the relationship between the L.S.F. and
the C.E8.20.7 wWas there any more trouble?

Mr. Bonner: Yo, the whole thing was contained by their first
manceuver. The C.S.A. thing, while it was. interesting and
educational really doesn't loom verv large in my recollection
of events. Past that zo called 'blow-upr' period to which vou v

r~fer, the organization was effectively emasculated, contained,
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put down, whatever word you want, Tt wasn't thereafter a factor.

Mr. Specht: Do you think that this was in part because the war

was becoming much more serious? Students really didn't want
a body to represent the students in a way which seemed detrimen-
tal to the war effort.

Mr. BPonner: That was precisely the point.

Mr. Specht: The Literary Science Fxecutive has jurisdiction

over clubs on campus, Due to the pressure of wartime, were
as

any campus activities curtailed? Or say/president of L.S.E.,

which you were, did you have any policy on this?

Mr. Bonner: There was a certain curtailment but, this arose

simply from the pressure of time on the people participating.

It wasn't a conscious  students council policy particularly.
People had less time for thing/:hich they might otherwise have
done because they were involved in 0.7.C. or Naval Cadets or
something of that sort. It wasn't a conscious policy to
restrict things. It was just that the war began to take up
more and more time......things languished accordingly. Just

a cause and effect affair.

Mr. Specht: How did you view international affairs in the yearsj
approaching the war? Did you definitely see a dangerous :
situation arising?

Mr. BRonner: No, I don't think so. In fact, there was a

curious attitude on the campus even when the war began, I don't
think people acknowledged that it was. I know in my own case
the bombing of London, vou'd read about hut I really had no
arpreciation of what that implied.

Mr. Specht: Coing . back a little earlier, Chamberlain's
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Eppeasement Policy, did you have a reaction to that? 1A strong
reaction?

Yr. Bonner: No, not a strong reaction. I don't think students
were really focussed on the issue in terms that finally emerged....
at least this student wasn't.. (chuckles). There had been in
the 1930's a considerable anti-war sentiment which arose from
the aftermath of the First War. There were, for example in

the Hurst Papers in the United States, extensive publications
of grizzly wartime pictures of the first war. It was almost

as though a program was consciously in effect of showing

people the horrcrs and the futility of war which I.suppose is
the basic truth of the matter in any event. But the net result
was....I remember reading Churchill in the Fnglish papers at
the time, and thinking of him....what a strange point of view
he was expressing because he was sounding alarms and

inveighing against the Nazi regime at/atime when the conventional
wisdom was pretty much sort of...tread softly and maybe it'll
go away. The Chamberlain event was probably applauded at the
time,

Mr, Specht: Did your father serve in the First World War?

Mr. Bonner: VYes he did.

Mr. Specht: What did he tell you?

Mr. Bonner: Well, I think he saw the thing clearly. Neither
he nor my mother were very anxious for me to get involved. He
brought no pressure on me whatever. I remember asking him on
one occasion when things were looking pretty black about London,

I asked him,"Are we coing to win the war?" He said, "Of course."

He was very calm about it. I determined finally to enlist and
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I think he was pleased about it...but he never urged me to do
it.

Mr. Specht: Do yvou think you would have enlisted if there hadn't

hbean a war?

Mr, Bonner: No, I don't think so.

Mr. Specht: How did you view the C.0.T.C. before the war,

bafore it became a much more important institution on campus?

Mr, Bonner: Well, I don't think I thought too much about it

really. I had some friends who were in the 0.T.C. and I had
some friends who were in the reserve Army. I didn't have

an attitude against it. I think I was fundamentally sympathetic
to the whole thing. There was no pressure at home. 2ny
pressure that there was was ny mother's abhorrence of the

whole thing. I don't think I would have, in the absence of war,
thought of assoclating with it,

Mr. Specht: Did you live at home while you were going to

university?

¥r, Bonner: Yes.

Mr. Epecht: You would have taken a bus out to campus or..

Mr. Bonner: Well, I took the streetcar the first year and then
T got an automobile for $27.10. It had been siezed for crossing
the border illegally and the !lounted Police were auctioning it,
I put in a kid and I got it! (laughing) So I fixed that up
one summer and three vears later, I drove the car to university.
I used to take some of my friends with me and charge them 10¢

a ride. It kept me in gas....(laughing) The car was quite

good as a matter of fact.
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Mr. Specht: You enrolled in C.0,T.C., in 1940. Can you outline

some of the training that you took?

Mr. Bonner: %Well, it was very fundamental training. The drill

was of course, a bit unfamiliar. A friend of mine was guite
active and prominent so he took me out a couple of noon hours
and taught me the commands and the turns and so on. A short
while later I wound up as a lance corporal! (laughing)

Mr. Specht: wWhy do you think you ended up a lance corporal so

quickly?

Mr. Bonner: Well, anyone who was anxious to turn to could get

a promotion. That was about the size of it. So I thought that
since I was going to be involved, I might as well learn all I
could about it. This particular boy, Dick Wilson was a frater-
nity brother of mine and he had had prior experience with the
Seaforths. His father had been a colonel there. So I suppose

it was just a matter of doing the job once the job was there

to be done.

Mr. Specht: Of course in 1240 tliere was a Yast influx of students
into the C.0.7.C. and probably a %;;;;ééozgwgeed for H.C.0.3

and people to give drill.

Mr. Bonner: Oh yes. There was a tremendous need all around.

That's correct. The other thing about it was that I always
felt that if you were in an organization it was better to run
it than to be part of it. (laughing) I was determined to
qualify.

Mr. Specht: What other tr@ining did you have? You said you

did drill.
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My, Bonner: Well ves, that was the drill and we had lectures

as well in the variocus military manuals, small arms, theories

of formations and so on. It was quite good instruction. Cfficers
from the First War were available aad people who had heen

active in the Depression hetween the wars were available., Theay
ware reople of high calibre....good instructors. We were trained
exposad to the theories of military overation and what was in~-
volved.....preparateory to writing final examinations.

Mr, Snecht: Was Staff Sfergeant Smith one of vyour instructors?

He might have left just as vou came into the corps.

Mr. Bonner: I'm not to sure. I'd have to look up in the old
books I've got. I've got an awful head for names at times.

¥Mr. Specht: Well, what officers did vou have contact with?
which ware vou most impressed with?

Mr. Bonner: Well, there was Major lcLeod who had been a high
school teacher at Xing =“dward. e went on to the staff as one
of our major instructors. There was a chap bv the name of Smith
who was subsequently in B, C., Yousae, London after the war.

Ya was one of our officers and very good at it too. There were
ona or two lawvers from town who had been cualified who took

on duties as instructors, a chap by the name of Hutchin. He

was responsible for artillery and I think for turning me off
artillervy.

Mr. Srmecht: I want to ask you sorma more about drill., Before
the *rmoury was bullt, T helieve it was com.leted in 1941, a

lot of the drill had to take nlace outside and oftan in the evening
so it vouldn't clazh with eclasses. "Then did vou have drill?

012 vou have drill in the evenings? Saturdav afternoonz?
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Mr, Bonner: Saturday afternoons or Saturday mornings.

Mr. Specht: Students were required alsoc to take thres weeks -
in surmer camps. Which summer camy 3id vou attend?

Yr. Bonner: I was at Vernon and at “aniamo.

Yr. fpecht: Vernon and Waniamo. Now d1d summer camp differ

from training on campus?

Yr. Ponner: Vell, of course it was a complete military situation.
When vou were in camp vou were under instruction and under
discipline as to hours and attendance 24 hours a dav. That's
the chief difference.

Mr. fpecht: Was it a rude awakening in any way?
b 4

Yr. Bonner: Not especially. 2s a matter of fact it was very
interesting. The Army system, drill and the rest, is nerely
a process of conditioning. You could sees hew the conditioning

was having effect.

-
4

‘r. Specht: To what end do you think the conditioning was

intended?

Yr. Bonner: Well the cenditicning is intended to give you a
series of automatic respmonses in wholly irrational situations.

If you found yourself in an active militarv situation without
drill, vyou'd have to sit dovn and floure out the first nrinciples.
Drill is intended and the chain of cormmand and the exercises,

the varlous skills are intended to give vou an automatic response
whan vour mind reallv tells vou to get up 214 cet the hell ouk

of there! (lauchs

"r. fpechk: What aspect of training did vou snecialize ins

There were saveral ontions oraen, T understand. "ngineerineg,
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artillery, small arms.

Mr. Bonner: Yes, I was taking special instruction in artillery

but the fundamental field so to speak was so far as parade

sauare was concerned was just normal infantry and drill. It
really, that part of the thing is of no great consequence really.
The drill which is finally useful is battle drill which we didn't
gaet until we got overseas.

Mr., Specht: 5o you wouldn't really have heen competent at

the time to say take a Platoon of men infantry men...to man a
gun...before you vent overseas?

Yr. Bonner: Iio, not as a result of reserve training.

Mr. Specht: What experience did you receive in cormand of men
with C.0.7.C.?

¥r. DBonnex: Well you have to appreciate  that resexve training
in a matter of a couple of weeks doesn't really give yoﬁ too
much. You become familiar with handling people in formation.
You beccome familiar with the interplay of personality which is
involved Letween someone in command and someone receiving com-
mand. You get your head on straigh;more or less as to how to
deal with people in a group. 1It's an interesting psychological
problem really. It really comes down to one question. In the
end you don't succeed by the pips on yocur shoulder, you succeed
by demeanour, example, personality and unless you aquire these
qualities in an effective way it really doesn't matter what your
rank is. You're going to get it.

Mr., Specht: 2As an officer cadet,a student on campus and one of

several thousand student cadets in training, did you have an

impression of the Commanding Officer, Cordon Shrum?
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Yr., Bonner: Oh yes....(laughs)....very pronounced.

Mr. Epecht: Could you zlaborate?

Mr. Bonner: Well, it's difficult to be precise.

nd of Track I
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Mr, Specht: What impression did you have of Col. Shrum?

Mr., Bonner: Fundamentally he was a man of great force and

sweltering vitality. He had a deep booming voice and a very
precise notion of what he required. His personality really
dominated the batallion which was quite an achievement, I
thought. A very rough cast of character in the sense that
it really brooked no interference. (laughing)

Mr. Specht: His presence was alway?felt in the contingent?

Mr. Bonner: Yes. Well, he was fortunate in the sense that he

had had considerable experience during the First War. He

knew what the problems that we were facing would be. I think
his approach was sound and certainly well intended and on the
whole quite effective although I think that the O.T.C.
accounted for very large enlistment in the Navy and the Air
Force. (laughing)

Mr, Specht: That's true. The majority were in the Navy and
the Air Force. The majority of students who left the C.0.T.C.,
about 60% were in the Air Force and Navy.

Mr. Bonner: Is that so. I don't know what percentage would
be counted.

Mr., Specht: There was a quote in the Ubyssey. Mr. Shrum was
talking about this ...no in the Commanding Officer's Repnort..
saying that one of the reasons for this was that the Air Force
specially offered a much more....chances for learning and advance-
ment because of the technology invélved. This attracted the
students.

YMr. Bonner: I think it would be a very attractive thing to
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voung pecple. I very nearly wound up in the Mir Force myself
but I was really more comfortable in the Army setting. I'd
related to Army perhaps because of my father. Apart from that
I had an opportunity to be considered for a commission with the
Seaforth Highlanders....as much as anvthing because of a
fraternity affiliation. With that vprosrmect in mind I really
set my mind to Army

gﬁnggggﬁgz Just before we get into your actual career in the
Army, I'm going to ask you a few guestions. What was vour...
pid you think there was good esprit in the contingent?  The
morale of the men, did thev have any....

Mr. Bonner: Oh yes, for the most part. There were a few
characters who were prcfessionally out of the whole thing.
(lauching) They really wanted no part of it and it was cuite
evident in thelr conduct. Iven those two or three fellows
eventually served and served well. But thev just weren't very
keen ahout the 0.T7.C.

Mr. Specht: Do you recall many problems regarding discinline?
Mr. Bonner: Well there were really no problems. You know you
get a bunch of voung fellow and there's a certain amount of
fooling around at times. T don't reallv recard that as a nroblem.
Tt was an occurrence more than a prohblem.

“r. Specht: How do vou think the students at larce felt about
the war and abhout being inducted into the services? Fow do you
think thev viewed i+? s an obligation or did they understand
the situation and realize that thev had to serve....%What was

your internretation anyway?
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Mr. Bonner: Well there was an increasingly noticable enlistment
rate out of the under-craduate yvear. T guess it was 1940, the
Alrha Delta Fraternity virtually disavneared through enlistment.
In our fraternitv a number of fellows signed up earlv. 2As

a matter of fact thevy were among the early casualties. So
recgardless of how the whole thing began, the whole event was
inecreasinglyv born in on the campus. No one had any delusions
that he was not going to cet involved one way or the other.

0Of course vou know that the Canadian forces were volunteers.

So it wasn't a question of facing a draft or anvthing because
nobody was doing the drafting. Tt was just a question of what
time vou chose to join up. That mood gradually bhecame pretty
prevalent., T think that the attitude was...well in my own

case I thoughf nothing wonld be harmed if I stayed around and
got my degree and then joined un. I fioured if I broke off,

I might not get back at 1t too readily.

Mr, Snecht: Actually the government encouracge students to get

their deqgree before enlisting.

Mr. Bonner:- I don't know that there was any actual encourage-

ment. There was no discouragement.

Mr., 8pecht: Well, I think there were statements to the effect

that thev'd be more valuable to the war effort if thev got a
dagrea....especlally in engineering and anplied sciences. But
at the same time, military training was comnulsory.

Mr. Bonner: Tt was on the camnusg, ves.

Mr, Smecht: TI'd like to ask vou a little bit about the social

side. Did vou attend the Smokers?
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Mr. Bonner: T Aon't think T 4id.

Mr. Specht: U¥ow about the annual dances? Thev followed the parade.
Mr. Bonner: I quess I attended mo:t things. I remember hearing
about a smoker that T failed to attend. It was probkably unwise
not to have attended....(laughs). 7Tt turned out to he quite

a boisterous affair. But for one reason or another I just’

didn't attend it. It wasn't a matter of principle, T just

didn't get to it.

Mr. Specht: How about dances though?

Mr. Bonner: Oh yes. Lots of dances.

Mr., Specht: But you can't recall the military service dance?
Specifically they don't stand out?

Mr. Bonner: Yo. T'm not sure that there were military service
dances as such.

“r. Specht: 0h well, following every parade and annual inspection
they would have a ball. During the war years, because there

were so many students in C.0.7T.C. they would have the ball

only in honour of the students who were that vear going to be
going overseas. Tt was in the Hotel Vancouver. Maybe speaking
about dances generallv....do you remember any of the songs that
were nopular 1924072

Mr. Bonner: I supnose if I though akout it. Tt was the so called
Pig Rand neriod vou know. Glen Yiller and Tomry Dorsev and

that fellow with the clarinet?

Yy, Specht: Renny Coodman?

et sl A s ol

Mr. Bonner: Yes, Pennv Coodman. ILocally of course there was Mark

e il A e - S

Yennv and is "estern Centlemen., (lauching) T don't
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think that I could reel off a nurber of people. Whatever was
nopular, T enijoved it. The gal who eventuallv became my wife
and T, we attended everything.
Mr. Specht: What kind of dance steps did you do?

Yr. Ponner: Well, we didn't .do jitter-bugging but not evervbody

aia, Just normal ballroom....fox-trot, cheek-to~cheek and so
on. I don't think this generation calls it cheek-to-cheek!
(laughing)

¥r. Specht: Okay, back to the war. Could you describe the
procedures by which you got your commission with the Seaforth

Highlanders?

Mr., Bonner: There was a Regimental Selection Board hefore whom

vou appeared as an 0Officer Candidate. It comnrised a committee
of commanding officers, including the then current commanding
officer of the regiment. We got paraded in and there was a
general interrogation.....questions and answers and so on.

In the course of this vou were sized up and eventually yoﬁ
learned whether vou were accented or not.

Mr. Spech%: 2And vou were commissioned as a lieutenant.

Mr. Bonner: Mo. T went on active service with the rank of
2eting Sergeant as an Officer Cadet.

My, Specht: oh. Tirst vou went to Gordon Haad.

My, Ronner: vYes that's right.

Mr. Svecht: What did you do at Cordon Head? Was this a com-~

nletion of vour training?
Mr, Bonner: Well, that's where training really began, T think.

The Cordon Fead training was three months, verv intensive and

hichly nrofessionally instructed. Tt was a six day a week



affair.

Mr. Srecht: This is where you think you really learned....and
raceived »nreparation for actually going to the front.

Mr. Bonner: Yes, that's right. Prior to that time vou had a
certain facilityv to deal with troops and vou had a certain
amount of knowledge which was practical but not intensive.

But the difference between reserve and active force is the dif-
ference between three hours a week and six davs a week.

fo the result has to be much different.

Mr. Specht: nid you go through field exercises?

Mr., Bonner: At Cordon Head, ves.

Mr. Specht: What weaponry did you deal with?

I"r. Ronner: Fundamentally the rifle and machine gun.....mortar.

Mr. Specht: 2As a Sergeant were you working with several other
Mr. Bonner: No. You should understand the rank of RActing
Sergeant was purely for vav. Your effective designation was
officer cadet.....so that vou were back in the ranks again
under pro~essional . / professional officers

n
30 you were in effect/an infantrv platoon situnation again. Pight
in from the ground ur and vou would take onportunities from
time to time to be section leader or nlatoon sergeant. Iesvonsi-
bilities would be rotated in other words, S0 evervhedy had
an ovportunity to work on evervhody else. That further
heichtened vour appreciation of how to deal with necple. The
whole exercise apart form the special tachnical knowledge you

may acquire in the course of it, is one of nsvchological condition-

ing. You assume after a while a certain similarity with what
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is required, how people react under certain circumstances,
how to react to them, and... Tbé whole thing was really
intended to give you the kind of confidence and superior
knowledge which is recuired to furnish leadership under
awkward circumstances, S0 the three months were vervy
intensive. Subsecuently vou were cualified as a Second Lieutenant
in the Active Torce. Then our next vhase of training was
an additional minimum of a month. I think it turned out in
my case to be about two months at Currie Rarracks in Alberta
vhich was an advanced officers training unit....on the
conclusion of which you hecame a lieutenant, two pips. 2t
that point and thereafter vou were available for assignment
overseas.

¥r. Specht: what was vour first assignment?

Mr. Bonner: Well, I went overseas as a part of the reinforce~
ments string. Well, T got to England. We were at Aldershot

at Barracks and at that point I think I was
about 26 or 27th on a list of officers intended as reinforcements
for Seafcrth Highlanders. I guess I jumped a few spots but I
didn't jump enocuch to get into the regiment =2 it moved out.
Put T was in the first line of reinforcements. It was the
¢icilian Campaion so as the casualties kegan to occur, T think

it was within two and a half weeks of landing in Phillipville,

T was on draft with a small comrvany of reinforecements +o a secnnd

.

crigade in ficily .

e

Mr. Srecht: This was in Yorth Africa? Phillipville, Yorth

Africa?
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Vr. Bcnnor~ That's right.

s e« . ot R

Mr. Specht: How long were you there?

Just a courle of weezz at that noint.

Was this before the landinc in Sicily that vou were

Concurrently with. 23 the landing went in at

ol

in Sicily, we were landing in Phillipeville in
Jorth Africa. fo it waz a similtaneous =axercise. Tnvasion..
base. We had =~ “rigade of reinforcements at Phillipeville
and drafts from the reinforcement base would cgradually £ill
un the ranks in Sicily as required.

¥r., Specht: I see. 2t Phillipeville, 3id you get to meet any

of the vaterans of the British Sth 2rmy?

Yr. Bonner: There were some in the vicinity, ves.

yvou would

raceive under those circumstances. The British 8th 2rmy, the
pacnle I saw were out of bhattle, of course at that peint, but

wera pratty l2an and tough looking neovnle., T remember

&

U

NG
“

neculiar Vorth Mfrican Jdrass which
They had sweaters down to the knees
and this sort of thing. I remember one imnression. I took my

slatoon out one Jday and we wers marching throuch British lines,

T think they were nratty fed un. They'd been out there for a

ng the nunber o¢f nerathane |
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rills in the sand., We were reaquired daily to take

acainst malaria, Tn fact we would make it a platoon

that the nillas would go ovt and we'd see zach

man swallowed his nill., 7T toock the conclusion from the number

of rills T 2aw in the 3and that tha British

discirline at this noint wasn't quite the zame as ours. (laughs)

Tha other curiositv was of course that ver wera marching around
in the noonday sun like a bunch of mad dogs and the hritish
having heen out there a while weren't stirrino at noon.
(laughinag) But we really had to adet into condition.

Mr. Spmecht: What were your feelings entering the war zone?

Tt was the first time you were personally in danger and vou

would have secen things. Peossikbly heard the artillerv at night,
nlanes. Can vou describe vour emotions?

Mr. Bonner: I'm sure there must have been a cartain amount of ap~
prehension evervwhere. I think that for the most nart, people

ware strangelv calm. The only night that the thino reallyv oot
to ma was on the ave of our invasion into Ttalv. We had taken
mw a ﬁegition sonth of Catania on a plane, a hit of an outward
nlane. 2Xnother chan and T were sharing a blanket. All our
kit had hean vut to one side. Ve were strirned dowvn, so to
gnaeak, Tt wag a little chilly through the night and T remermbear

wakina ur a few times and walking arocund sort of wondering how

many nights T was going to sese. You knew, veou cot over that

when vou cot movinag again....ouit thinkine aboeout it.

Yr. Snecht: You didn't take part in the actual landing, Did4

vou at the time, as a lieutenant have a concention of the



of the ficilian cempaign?

Mr. Bonner: We waere in the landing in Ttalv.

4 o L - g “, ) e I 4 . 4 4 $ -
Dut I'm talkine akout the landing in Sicily.

v, Ronner: Oh, ne., The guestion?

e il b5 et

Did vou have a concent of the strategy to take

waral

“ritish, for example, got hung up rathor “adly  south of

Catania. The British had to have the toughest fighting.

The Americans were doing a loop, a lazy loop around Palermo
without really that much opposition. Put the Pritish had a
very bad tima. There is one place known as Iell Pire Corner
vhere they engaged in battle for a week or ten days., ‘e went
through that about a week afterwards and it was just utter

deseclation. Yo, we ware pretty well in the picture in genaral

You didn't see any actual battle vourself in

-

after that vyou made the landing in

e

Mr, Bonner: Well we landed at first lioht
tricade at that narticular neint. The landing had not been
hoavily ornosed and i+ wrocaded nretty much aocording &



to march.

we marched

over mountain

70-80 mileg
nicht in the

paratroons at one point,

the whole bhattalion

were in the

woare pulling back pretty fast then

appreciated
S¢ our duty
Mr. Specht:

Well Farlay

raferred to

o you think this

being in battle.

We moved

golidly

Was

all that nicht 'til

for three davs. Ve

a5

trails, T would think

in three days wvhich is
re was a hit of cenfusion on

T remerb
sort of picked

road. Ye just marched

a distance of close

retty cood coing.

elf
throuch them.

at that point.
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pretty well dawn and
must have moved inland

to
The first
our flanks

e bhummed

»

er at one rarticular spot

cveaer the bodies that

et
T m

The Cermans

L&

They correctly

that thay were vulnerable to

to keep contact and to

In the early battles bhoth

o
roe

Mowatt wrote a book called

h

.
iCcasin

ip

frin

this as the anprent

“That things do you th

Tow did it change vou?
Yr. Bonner: Well, remember telling m
that iF T ever survived this th

was apprenticeshin for vyourself?

keep up there with them.
in Sicily and in Italy....

The Peginent and he

for the Canadian forces.

Actually

ink vou learned?

wealf at one noint

ing T wouldn't worry about very

much of it aftervards.....and I never have. Toohis) X
aumese in a rmore naterial wav vou learn a cood deal akout
handling neonla.  Vou lzarn about the fundamentals of nhysical
crganization and the structures in which neonle Tunetion,
raally there's nothing as straichtforwvard a3 a lean wilitary
oroqanization Tt has annlication to governrent and it
annlication to huainess. T think from the stand voint of
organization and Adealing with neonle it's tha most fundamental
axperience vou could have T rather counted that exnosure asg
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one of the most valuab

things I've encounterad,

¢t

HZritain and

[ S SR
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simnle...a devige bv which
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in en it

rapaet that T had built and
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£ didn't

kull out of that, a hroken lef

richt shoulder. v face vas very black
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I was

.

thought he might have given me a blast as a result



nratty rresumntions,

Aidn'+,

3 Ly
then,

Mr., Donnar:

(s

asked if they would consider going back to Canada to

Tar Fastern

Vincouver, T

+hat T was in towm,

askad m

TS
R e 3

wnat was

Thern was

no

the oukfis,

iven to forces

1-2, n. 14

T was just a lieutenant and he was colonel

T ticked him off prettv badly., (lauchs) BRut

He sat back in his chair and =aid, "Ponner, T agrae

He promotad me a counle of weasks

Mo what rank?

Carntain,

So vou were cantain of recruitment and training

in Fnoland.

Vas, 2t this roint there wae attention heing

in the Far Fast. » number of neopls were

train a
force., I was one of the neenlse arvroached and

Y,
waen

baeing lockad over and selected from tha stand

T was ealected

Whaen T ot back here to

was on a a leave and Cordon Shrum heard

IT'm not gure how it all came about but

114 come with the unit and he the training

-

aaid that T ien hut if

B

had this other olligat

out of that, that's fine with ma, €fe arparentlv

agreat liaseon hetveen what was cooing on in Pritain

agoing on in Canada ag far as continuity of method.
rvarticular rroklem of releasinog ma., S0 T wound

Vou still were trainine trecors for the
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at this early stesoe the hattle drill concents with which the

active arnv was familiar. T think if I'd sincle something out

vou give drill  vourself?
on occasion.

o ociva laoturss?

aummer

Iz that righ+, as a training instructor for the men?

ol

Mr. Specht: 2nd vhat summer carmps did vou attend?

Mr. Bonner:Well the summer ca I attendad was the cone at

Chillisy at which tvo or three students got drowned.



