2"'1' 9. 2

well., He gives you parameters to work with in the task.

Mr. Specht: How would he know himself exactly what the task

is, though?

Dr. Ranta: T think this is part of the administrative responsibility

of knowing at least what the task ought to achieve. If the ad-
ministrator isn't able to break down the task to a point where
he can define the jobs that need to be done, well then he

isn't a very good administrator!

Mr. Specht: With the C.0.T.C. expanding vastly during the war

and all kinds of new problems and tasks coming up....how did

he manage to keep it all in hand?

Dr. Ranta: I think that certainly he was, as we all were, much
assisted by the professional people that we had with us whose
job is mainly to split up the whole of the military operation
according to the jobs that need to be done. The good officer
and the poor officer is distingquished by his ability to split
up the tasks.....s0 that vou can get the work done by the least
trained people. It's the best user of people's resources I
believe, of any human endeavour. The only thing that's close
to it is perhaps a hospital organization that tries to use the
minimum kind of force in order to accomplish the task that needs
to be done.....except there there isn't the same command over
people as there is with a military unit.

Mr. Specht: You think Dr. Shrum's command was very effective

then in administrating?
Dr. Ranta: He was an extremely effective commanding cfficer.

Mr. Specht: How did the other officers in the corps view him?

Was he a dominating presence?

Dr. Ranta: He was a dominating presence He was a commanding



2—1, p. 3

officer. People recognized him as such. He kept separated from
the rest of the unit as a commanding officer ought to do.
Things begin to change a good deal in the course of the post
war period but I think that's the chief difference between then
and the unit was it was under Gordon Shrum and Bob Bonner.

They were both highly military oriented people and thev had

a separateness from the entire unit. Things begin to change
with Johnny Mcl.ean who was a little closer to everybody. But
at the same time, the unit was melding into a more uniform kind
of unit because everybody was in an officer group by that time.
But there was a separation as far as Gordon Shrum was concerned
and as far as Bob Bonner was concerned. They were pretty

close to their officers but not as close to the people being

trained as officers.

LI BB B A 2R B BRI AR N 2

Mr. Specht: During the war there was an obvious need for the

C.0.T.C. and the regular forces to work very closely together.
After the war I suppose the pressure wasn't the same. I wonder
how vou did maintain close liason with local units after the

war.

Dr. Ranta: There was always a very close relationship between
the C.0.T.C. and the reserve units. Of course many of the

people in the reserve units served as replacements in the regular
armed forces even after the war. We tried to maintain a close
relationship with the units. In the course of the years after
the war, this became easier rather than more difficult hecause

many of the officers of the unit were in fact ex-C.0.T.C. people.
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In fact at one time the Commanding Cfficer of the various militia
units were almost without exception ex- C.0.T.C. people.
Certainly somewhere along the line in the course of the years,
each one of the local militia units was commanded by a C.0.T.C.
person. I think that this is without exception, those on the
North Shore as well as those in town. I know it was true of

the Irish and the SEaforths and the 15th Field Artillery Unit
here in town. This helped to maintain the liason because we

had no difficulty at the smoker which was leld in the fall at
the time that we were recruiting on the campus. Shortly after
the new recruits had indicated their intentions to join and may
not vet have joined, we'd hold a smoker and invite representatives
from each one of the local militia units and from headguarters
as well, to come and meet the prospective recruts. It helped

us in this way. Tt allowed us to become acquainted with the
potential recruits in a different kind of social setting.

We could see how they responded to the new people that they

had to meet on that particular occasion. It would give them

a chance to look over the armed forces people and they may
decide that it wasn't for them, or that may strengthen their
desgire to join up. It was purely a voluntary kind of effort

and both parties had to be satisfied in these instances. It

was after that that the real selection process was gone though.
If thev succeeded in getting through selection, then they would
jein up.

Mr. Specht: Was the smcker tradition kept up?

Dr. Ranta: Oh, pretty well, ves. I can't recall any vear in

RS STS———,-Y
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which we didn't have the smoker. It was really a bang up party,
you know, It was a long party and one in which a lot of the
parlour games of the regiments were performed and that sort of
thing which became guite a tradition with some of the people.

Mr. Specht: Where were they held?

Dr. Ranta: They were held mainly in the ballroom....the west
side room of the Mess. There would be quite a crowd of people
you know, 150 or 200 peorle. The place was packed with people.

Mr, Specht: How does it get the name 'smoker'?

Dr. Ranta: ©Oh, I don't know. I suppose other people had been
calling them smokers. 1In clubs and this sort of thing, a smoker
was an all male event and this is really what it was...an

all male event. Except then the 2ir Force started to recruit
women. Then the occasional sprinkling of women would appear

at these when they were joint affairs.

Mr. Specht: You were the P.M.C,

Dr. Ranta: Yes.

Mr. Specht: When were you selected for that?

Dr. Ranta: Well, I can't remember exactly when it was but I
would guess about 1945, Certainly within a year of the time
I was formerly attatched to the C.0.T.C.

Mr., Specht: Who asked you to become...?

Dr. Ranta: Well the commanding officer asked some officer in

his command to sexve in this capacity and he then becomes
responsible for the management of the Mess. It's a fairly frequent
thing that the medical officer is roped in on that particular

task. I'm not sure why that is. Although when I was C.O.
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one of my officers was selected and he was selected larcely
because he was interested in it and did@ a darn good job. 1It's

a sort of semithankless job. You've got all the arranging to
do and it's a matter of keeping track of 211 the details associ-
ated with the social life of the unit.

Mr. Specht: EHow long were you in charge of the mess?

Dr. Panta: Until I becams C.C.

Mr. Specht: What does P.M.C. mean?

Dr. Ranta: President of the Mess Committee. That means that
you preside over the Mess Committee. Mess Committee is a
regular kind of organizational establishment that you set up.
You have a secretary, an?elected people that serve on two or
three committees. f@u have an entertainment committee, a
special events ecommittee and this sort of thing. You may have
a catering committee. You have a wine selector. People that
have a special interest in those particular areas. They have
then the responsibility for the operation of the unit and

the President of the Mess Committee presides over that
committee and takes the total responsibility for the operation
of the mess and is responsible to the Commanding Officer for
its operation. This includes finances and everything.

Mr. Specht: Can you outline some then, of the major routine

events of the mess.

Dr. Ranta: Well, I've mentioned the smoker. There would be

a spring dance. 2nother thing that was routine was that every
Friday nicht there was some sort of an event that went on in
the course of the academic year. They were sort of infcfmal

kinds of get togethers. Then on Saturday nights there would
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be some kind of an informal dance, a record dance or something
like this. The more or less formal arrangements were for the
smoker, a fall dance, the Christmas reception which was really
for the friends of the unit rather than for the unit itself,
the Hess Dinner which was normally in February or March,

the main annual dance of the units....

Mr. Specht: This would be the cne following inspection.

Dr. Ranta: VYes. Those were the main events. The Mess was
fairly active in terms of people that wanted to use the

¥ess., 2ny member who wanted to use the facilities for his

own gathering of people, so long as the gathering were acceptable
which was decided by the mess committee, then they could use it.
It was their own private club.

Mr. Specht: What was the purpose of the meetings in February

of all the Commanding Officers?

Dr, Ranta: This was the regular mess dinner of the Unit.

The main purpose of that was to entertain the graduates who
were going to be graduating that year. Wy¥hat happened was that
they were the special guest?and we alse .nad a lot of Zrmy .and
civilian dignitaries there. It was really their event. It

was put on kv the unit for the graduating class. This was

the first %kind of real formal mess dinner that some of the
pecple would have attended. It was run in the style of a
formal regimental dinner. The most senior dignitary of the
province that we could get which was usually the Lieutenant-
Governor would come. Iverything wasz laid on including the Mess

orchestra was piped in to the dignitaries at the head table.

It was black tie for the civilian people that were there and
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formal military clothing for everybody else. It was part of

the education really, that's the way we locked on it. Tt was
part of the education of an officer cadet. If he went on into
the regular armed forces or into a militia unit, he would have

to attend these kinds of evente. There's a certain kind of
decorum and conduct that's expected of people at a formal mess
dinner. This was part of their education to learn heow to conduct
themselves at a m~3s dinner.

Mr. Specht: Do vou recall any special events while you were

president of the mess committee?

Dr. Ranta: One special event was in 1945. At the time we were
selecting the pictures to decorate the mess. ¥e had the assistance
of Charles Scott who was the head of the Vancouver Art Scheol

and we had pulled together as many as 30 paintings from various
&rtis£§arcuné in British Columbia. We had hung them in the HMess.
One of the things that we didn't have was an abstract. Ivery one
was more or less traditional art. Two or threz or four vears
hefore that, I had painted an abstract that I had in my lab,

stuck on the side of my refridgerator . FEcb Osburne and Bob

Bonner and T were talking about how we should get an abstract

and T said, "Well, T'll get you one." I went over to my lab.

I had glued it with cellophane tape to the side of my refridcgerator.
T took it down and put a frame around it and we pv=sented this

at this showing as the work of Paul Durand, a refugee French

artist in Montreal...who was one of the first abstractors of

art. This was long, long ago when abstract wasn't all that

popular, vou see. It was really funny. That was the first
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time that manvy of the peonle vho were at the dance had heen
there including Tarrvy and Marcaret McXenzie, the new Precsident
of the Universzitv. Well, it dust so haprened that thaet painting
caused the most controversy among all the paintings that were
there. Once ve got inteo telling the fib about the thing, we
couldn't verv well bhack out of it. 8o we returned alet of

the paintings and kent some of them....but this one was kept.
Sheri Walmglev wwas in on the hoax. He was the recimental staff
.officer at that time. Of course Rob Osbhurne and Bob RBonner too,
Rut we were the only 4 who knew that it was a hoax. The ...
picture continued tec hang around in the mess and finally Sheri
Walmslev couldn't held it anv longer from the Commanding Officer.
The Commanding Officer had made a faw remarks szhout this and

he didn't want to cget in +oo deepn, it was Corden Shrum, vou see,.
20 one dav he teold Cordon about this, Cordon thoucht that it
was such a huce joke that so manvy peoprle had heen taken in by
this thino that he decreed that it ghould ke hung forever in

the megs, He used to bring arcund hies arty friends and

present this vainting....thies interesting and valuable painting
that they were able to get. Fe used to take grezat delicht in
this, especially if it were some person wvho was known to know

a great dezl about art, Often they would contribute more bkio-
graphical material about the artist,...vhe was 2 - urely imaginary
rerson. (lauching) He used to find it a source of great
delight, %o be able to trip somebody up on that.

¥r. Snecht: Would vou describe how vou zcouired the Pmilyvy Carr

paintings.

Dr. Ranta: Well I had got acuainted with Ira Dillworth not long

[ —
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after I went out to the university. He was at that time the
person who was in charge of the CBC with his headguarters in

the Fotel Vancouver. It was at the time that we were lcoking

for these paintings and he was a long time friend of Emily Carr
and subsequently became her bicgrapher. IHe was sort of taking
care of her. She had become qguite invalided because of a couple
of strokes that she had had. What he was doing was keeping her
goin by selling off her paintings a few at a time. I went down
to see him to find out if we could have the cpportunity of seeing
some of these pictures. I couldn't commit wus to buy them right
to begin with and when I dropped into his office in the Hotel
Vanccuver he said, "Well, T just happen to have a couple of
raintings here.” They were turned toc the wall and he turned
them around and they were very attractive paintings, really.

I had seen a number of Emily Carr's by this time and thoucght

that she was really a most dynamic painter. We had those on
display at the time we had this showing. They were controversial
pictures too.....the second most controversial pictures that

we had in the display. There were a lot of people who didn't
know Emily Carr in those days and a lot of people who didn't
appreciate her as an artist. However, we decided that we should
acquire these two paintings and I went down te see Dillworth.

wWe had a conversation then about vrice. He gave cwhem to me for
3125 a piece and this was a lower than usual cost. I think he
wae charging $150 or £200 for them at that time. But his argu-
ment was that they were going to be seen by yvoung people. They
were going to be at the university. He knew that they were going

to be hung in the officer's mess where the officer cadets would
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be and it was his interest to see that British Columbians
appreciated the works of British Columbia's bhest artist.

For this reason we cot them for $125 apiece. NWow I am aware
and Doris Shadbolt who has done a study of all of her paintings
is aware that one of those paintings is painted on a linen
canvas and T think it'e the onlv one. She used to always
paint on all kinds of things, paper, ordinary wrapping paper
and stuff that artists normally wouldn't use., But this is
cn a perfectly good piece of linen canvas. It's just one of
those things vou don't expect to see Fmily Carr's painting
on. The other one is done on a regular cotton canvas and is

in good shape.
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really very nice decorative raintings. %Ye didn't huy them
as investments or anvthing like that., Tt's just that +thie ig
what's havpened to the art market.

My, Bpecht: These aren't in any way the npropertv of the ayYmv,

than?

Pr. Ranta: Yo, thev were boucht with non-nublic C.5.7.C.

monieog,

Yr. Specht: T noticed from one of the photoorarhe of the

Officer's Mess thet there was serme excellent furniture, 7T
wondered how veou acouired that,
Dr. Ranta: VYes, Cordon Shrum houcht those at auctions from the

ot s

estate of Senator McRae from Hveroft., Theose pieces of furniture

were used in the enty e of the Mage as well az irn the
ballrocom of the Mess, T think he cgot them for a song. T

don't know exactly how muck he naid for them but certainly

the prices in those davs weren't o oing verv hich. There isg

one vpiece varticularly that is a Tudor Aoukle 'V, stretchad
table that is really 2 museum nisce, T think it's in the fover

of the

]

ordon Shrum Building akt the university at the present
time. There are some smaller pieces of furniture, T quess four

chairs, that are now back in Hyeroft. Thev are on loan +o +he

mmiversity Womens Club which is nreserving Fveroft azs a

hietorical site, Thev have heen attemntine +o recollect 2 number
of the pieces of furniture that were originally obtained for
Hycroft by Senator McRae. These are nieces that the university
felt that they couldn't use. Tn 1968 when they were turnad over

to the university i+ was the in tion that thev bhe usad bv the
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university for 10 vears but the possession of them was actually
retained by the C.0.T.C. unit Trust Pund. Those Trustees are
really the owners of the furniture for a 10 yaear period at

which time armed forces units aren't re-established on the campus,
they will become the property of the university. But if a unit
were to be established on the campus then they could call back
from the C.0.T.C. Trugt Tund the furniture and alsc call back

the paintings from the Combined Services Trust Tund.

Mr. Specht: You had some very elaborate and very formal dinners.

I wonder how these were arranged.

Dr. Ranta: We'd have a formal dinner once each vear. I mentioned
that the purpose of thenm was really to honour the graduating
clasg. They were the respon 2ibility of the Mess Committee *o
arrange. The dinners that were put on were put on by Miss

Davis during most of the time that T was P.M.C., They were set

up in the traditicnal manner with place cards, with a programme,
with the invited guests who had been warned +hat they would be
called upon to say a few words.

Mr. Epecht: Judging by the menu, the dishes that were served

vot
Mis

g2 cook thege?

o

g w»w

Dav

6]

were very specialized., nig
Dr. Ranta: oh ves. 8he would really put herself out to nut
on a very special type of dinner with a great deal of preraration.

She was a vervy fine cook.

Dr. FPanta: She was a little Fnglish lady, remarkably loval to

B (3 *
£

the Crown. She had, T think been raised in a military family,
rossibly a Navy family. She had served in a Mavy officer's Mess

for a long period of time and when war broke out she returned
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Mags would be exclusive to the Officers.

unit was very large, it was in fact

This was right up into the early fifties
that it was an Officer's Mess. Then at that time there was a
formal chani a2 of the recognition of the members of the unit.

Up to that point they all had been on a sort of a basic training
programme vreparatory to entering officers training programmes,
Then along in the early fifties, everybody became officers.

In other words, the officer cadets, as soon as they were enrclled
were entitled to put up their one pip on thelr shoulder that
covered a white flash that indicated that they were officer
cadets, At that point they became members of the Mess. At that
time their numbers were sufficlently small that the Mess

could accommodate them. Prior to that it wouldn't have been

possible to have a Mess there with 1,000 people as members of

o

he Megs, But when it was two or three hundred, it was a very

active Mesgss. At any of our social events there would be a

(“‘?’

hundred and fifty or two hundred couples, something like tha

i

ft
0

Sometimes we had to hold events down on the main floor of th

rrmouries because the area for dinner wasn't large enough u

G

in the regular part of the Mess,

5 ¥ I3

Mr, Specht: You had a military library
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Dr. Ranta: That started a long time before I became associated

with the unit., I don't know when it would be started but it

}'wo

was alreadv a very substantial library at the
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were built. T remember when we were doinc medical exaninations

o

in the basement of the Arts building that the walls of the

it were, that were available to the unit. From my earliest
memories of the unit there was alwavs a small amount of monev

-

made availah’e to the unit by headguarters for use as a2 Library
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Dr. Ranta: Tt was in two areas. One part of it was i

room area of the Mess., We had a series of cupboards at the west

from wall to wall of this very large room. . .pretty well filled

with bocks. Then there were three cases of hooks in +he

crderly rcom that were available tc people as well.

Dr. Ranta: Yes, this was a responsibility of one part of the
Mess Committee. They subscribed to various journals, not only

military journals but popular journals as well for leisure
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Mr, Specht:
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There might have been

T don't think I recall that.
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Dr. Panta: Oricginally it didn't, The gquotas were for C,.0.T.C.
people onlv., The R,0,T.P. were over and ahove the cuota,

Even when we were cut to a guota of 25 in a vear which would
provide ug with about 75 veople in the C.0.7.C. there would
still be a fair number of R,0.7.P. neonrnle over and above that,
Then later on T helieve there was an effort by headoguarters to

reduce the total number of officers beino traired, then the

oll, ves, I would sav so. T think that headguarters

at that time were concerned about the number of people they
ware training and thev had to survort in their training

through C.0.7.C. and thev did not continue their m 51itary carsers.

One of the thines that Pav  Herbert whe was in charge of
the Rir Force and Vorris Youno who was in charce of the Navy

unit and mvself aroued was that we were not onlv training people
to he officers but we were training peornle to be cood citizens.,
We felt that there was value in militaryv training for anvbody
who iz going to be a good citizen of this countrv. We argued

it on the grounds that if the armed forcesz were going to

gsurvive, thev were coino to survive bv virtue of some neople

ki WL Y

who were civilians baelieving in the armed forces. We felt

that if the vouno man who ig receiving university tyainine, who

was coing to be taking a position of responsihility in his

community has a knowledge of what the rurnoses of the armed

o

forces were, if he had some trainine in it....he was going to

be a better supporter for the armed forces. FHe was going to -



of peace that there be a substantial portion of the civilian
community who understand wvhat the armed forces can do. Otherwise

how can a man who goes into varliasment, for evample, be guiding

the armed forces as to what they micht do in a peace keeping
role? Tt's really the democratic kind of politic that have to

can and what thev oucht not to do. If thev have to establish
the policv for the armed forces, what better wav to start off
than by understanding a bit about the armed forces? This was

our arcuement all the way for having armed forces units on

ot
fv:yt

the campus. These are the peonle that a few vears from now

nieg of the countrv....oguiding

by
Y

Ch
b

are going to he cuiding + est
international relationshins of the countryvy. We felt that there

should be an opportunity on campus for those vho were not

0o be career oriented to understand ahout the a2rm

There are many citizens of our cormmunityv who have taken important
vogitions in the community that have an understanding of the
armed forces in a wav that thev would not have wmnderstood

them....because thev helonged to the C.0.T.C. or the Yavy Unit

Dr. Panta: That's right. We were strong supporters of the idea

mmunity that

that +the armed forces were an
is civilian controlled....and that to keep the civilian control,

it'a got to be understood by civilians, That's why we thought
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it was a areadfﬁl mistake of the Covernment of Canada, not to
understand this. To base the future of their officers training
on military schools only...no matter how cood thev are,...
increases the isolation. It makes it very difficult for the
armed forces. I notice this now...that the armed forces are
trying to maintain their relationship with the civilian side

of the community and they're having a hard time doing it. T
don't know. I think we were getting some simply wonderful
young pecople ijoining the armed forces from the device of the
units on the campus. It was good for them. Many, many voungsters
I know, friends of mine todav, I know that thev're better for
baving had the opportunity of being in the armed forces.

Vr. Specht: In the fifties vou were starting to feel the scueeze

on quotas...

Dr. Ranta: Yes.

Mr. Specht: T wonder if Lt. Col. Mclean would have fought ...

about these quotas?

Dr. Ranta: Yes he was one of the staunchest fighters for thenm
bacause it was during that period of time that the first scueezes
were felt by the unit. He was the instigator of a lot of effort
on the part of the Commanding Officers of C.0.7.C s trying to

recruit civilian supnort. He involved President McKenzie in

communicating with Ottawa. He involved the.......

End of Track IT



