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The British Columbia Historical Association Conference at Williams
Lake last May might not have been the most outstanding, but for me it
will most certainly be the most momentous. The first day's snow-storm
ano sowe of the nearly impassable roads were but a memory and this,
to-day, would be the wind-up. It was Saturdey morning, a beautiful hot
sunny early suumer day with the promise of many more to come. The day's
prograigie was - the General Meeting in the morning, a leisurely afternoon
on the hills, and the Bancuet and guest speaier, Lon. Robert Bonner, at
night. What a delusion that day's plans turned out to be! The General
Meeting followed its usual pattern and the problems of the Association
came up for discussion, arising from the report of the Secretary, who
made the point that he did not wish to continue as Secretary due to
pressure of work, and that the closest bond between the member Associations —
to wit - the Newsletter, was also suffering from the same ailment. He
elaborated that the Association should purch:se a duplicating machine and
combine the twe positions of Secretary and Editor of the Newsletter.

I have never believed in sorcery or devils or anything of that
nature, but there wust have been several present at that meeting because
during the long "buck passing" session when everybody not only wanted to
leave it to George, but found a lot of Georges to propose, I heard my
own voice make the grand pronouncement that if "nobody else will do it
I will". No sooner had the message sunk in to the realization of what
I had said in a moment of Walter Mitty thinking, than I knew my dey was
ruined. What in the nawe of all that was reasonable had I been thinking
about to say an idiotic thing like that. I hadn't even been one of the
Georges suggested, aud here I was, saddled with something like one of the
trials of Tantalus.

Since the passing of what wust have been the most beautiful summer
on record (my first historical fact), like a good builder, I've completed
the excavation and foundation and I'm starting now to frame. What I build
for a newsletter is yet to be seen, but it has always been my experience
that it's easier to tear down than it is to build up. It might be possible



that I might have to use soume "good used material", but then nobody starts
with the raw materials and by only his own endeavours turns out a finished
product.

To the best of wy ability and with the help of the member societies
I will in each issue publish their accomplishments and items of interest.
My ability in the scholarly direction will probably leave a lot to be
desired, but at least it will be the lay wan's thinking and will in no
way infringe on the authenticated publicatiuns of the experts. Suggestions
and material will always be welcome and I meke no prowises that some won't
be printed. As editor, I will be sensitive to nasty remarks and will not
accept more than ten critical resaric per letter.

FIRST COUvCIL MERTILG FOR 1967-6&

The President, Mrs Jordon, called tihe first Council meeting in
Novewber at Vancouver, tor the purpose of fixzing dates and a tentative
programie for the 1968 Convention to be held in Victoria, and other
business matters.

The future of the 3.C. Historicai Quarterly, as outlined by Mr
Wiliard Ireland, was that since two new nrofessio.al appointments have
been mace to his staff at the Provincial Arclives, it was his intention
to commence publication of the @uarterly with an issue in March 1968.
‘The subscription rate would be $5.00 per year or $1.25 per quarter. To
Historical Association members the rate would be $3.00 per year and it
would be maiied out by the Archives, at their expense, on membership
lists and addresses supplied to hiwm by the secretery of each individual
Society. Those that have "on record" prepaid subscriptions would
receive the Quarteriy for £1.50 per year for a "to be deteruined" period.
Mr Ireland pointed out that institutions holding a membership at large or
group mewbership, both not presently covered in the Constitution, would
receive only one subscription at the reduced rate.

The publishing year would be the calendar year and issues would
come out in March, June, Septewber anc December, an’ it would be only
on a yearly basis that the mailing lists could be considered. It would
be the duty of the individual socievy to work oul their own method of
determining whether the subscriptién would be a part of the membership
dues or a separate charge. In any event the Council would not again
become a collection agency for subscrintions either current or prepaid.

On the question of the prepaid subscribers list being compiled as
accurately as possible, Fr Ireland suggested, and the Council agreed
unanimously, that a committee composed of kr Breumusll, Mrs Bowes and
Mr Yandle woula work with Mr Irelanc to achieve this erd.

Mr Ireland stated that the format of the Quarterly would rewain
much the same with a few exceptions, that an kditor had been appointed,
and that there was plenty of masterial on hand. The exception would be
the deletion of the '"kotes and Comuments" section.
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The Quarterly will be a new publication and will have no definite
tie with the B.C. Historical Association, although Mr Ireland would try
to have included some specific reference to the Association. He would
like to depend on mewbers for book reviews. This is to be a Provincial
Government publication of the B.C. Provincial Archives and will coumence
with a new series. The proposed subscription rate would cover only
approximately one third of the cost of publication.

The Council agreed that in view of Mr Ireland's presentation it
would await with considerable interest and appreciation the first copy
of the new Quarterly. Mr Bowes felt that the Quarterly when published
would strengthen the B.C. Historical Association, as the subscription
rate would be an induceument to afiiliate, as the preferential rate would
be only applicable to mewbers.

It was agreed that with regard to the fund of prepaid subscriptions
held by the Association, once the wailin: list of traceable subscribers
has been made, a joint letter from the Associstion and the Archives would
be sent to all known affiliestes, meking it clear that a "deadline" would
be pleced on acceptance of names of prepaia subscrivers, and any claims
for refunds would have to be made prior to that date. In the event of
claims exceeding the aiount of the Fund, any monies left after the
anended traceable subscriptions had been sztisfied would then be disbursed
on a percentesge basis.

The report of the lentennial Scholarship Fund as presented by Mr
John Gibbard was read and accepted on mwotion, and that the Secretary
write a letter of thanks to Mr Gibbard for his report. The Council
unanimously approved the appointuent of Mr Erauwsll to represent the
Association on the Juages' Panel for the Scholarsihip Fund.

The dates for the 1968 E.C. Historical Association Convention to
be held in Victoria were to be Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 23rd,
24th and 25th. In consideration of the Centenary of Victoria as the
provincial capital i 1968, the suggested theme for the Convention
"100 years of Capital Living" or, as kr Hew suggested "100 Years of
Capitalism". The tentative suggestion cf a programuwe of events:—

Thursday, lay 2%rd. 2.00 p.s. Registration, Museuu Theatre Foyer.
: 5.00 p.u. Get together " " "

Time after registration would probably be required to find
accomuodstion and get settled in.

Friday, May 24th. 10.00 a.u. Council meeting. Afternoon tea at
Government House. Evening - Filw shoving of old pictures.

Saturday, May 25th. Forning tour of old Victoria (conducted by Willard
Ireland)
2.00 p.ia. General meeting. DMuseuw Theagtre.
7.00 p.... Banquet in Empress Hotel. Suggested speakers -
The Mayor of Viectoria, Mr (lifford Wilson; Mr Helmcken.
Council meeting to be held after Geuneral Meeting or Sundsy morning.
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SOCIETY NOTES AwD COMMENTS

ALBER:.T

The Alberni Society has a suall group working on a project to
place trail markers at the Qualicum and Alberni ends of the Horne Lake
Trail. They plan to publish soon the first of a series of historical
booklets on the Alberni Valley. It is entitled "Pioneer women of the
Alberni Valley", and is written by Margeret Trebett, herself a daughter
and granddaughter of pioneer settlers. The Society sells hasti-notes,
the covers of which depict the Anderson Nill, the first in B.C.

GULF IS5L4lDS

The Gulf Islands Branch had two summer trips. The first was to
Mayne Island with a trip to Miner's Bay and tea at the 0ld Vicarage built
on land donated by Warburton Pike. The second trip was to Sooke along
with the Victoria Society.

During August two candidates were selected for the Annual Bursaries
of $10C. They were Alvin Walkus, handicapped by poor sight and lack of
fauily support, to study carpentry; and Hilda Tallio to study nursing.

In Sentewber Capte.n Archie Phelps gave an illustrated talk on the
ships serving the West Coast and Gulf Islands since the days of the white
settlers. Saauich pioneers and local old tiuwers were present at this
meeting. In Novewber Mr New's recorded address given at Williams Lake
was heard, and a report was received on the cross Camnaca trip by the
Seturna school children as their Centennial project.

4 major project for the winter wmonths when weather hampers inter-
island neetings is a coliection of tales of open boat and small craft
travel awong the islends before the advent of the ferry systeum.

KOOTELAY, EAST

At the annual ueeting of the East Kootenay Branch the focal topic
was the promotion of a nawe for a lake to be forued above the Libby Dam
on the Kootenay River. The Society's first choice went on record as being
Lac Morigeau, after one of the earliest nioneers in the. area. " Koocanusa"
vas the second choice, this naue having been strongly favoured by a
congiderable delegation from Montana, who attended the imeeting along with
guests from as far afield as Vernon and Bonuers Ferry in ldeho.

The forest closure regulations precluded all field trips until mid-
September, when the Branch had an iuternational get-together with the
Bonrers Ferry Grouvn.

The East Kootenay Braucli, although not ofiicially connected with the
Fort Steele restoratio., has beewn doing all in its power to assist in the
project by collecting old-time iteus suitable for the Fort. The project
of the Secretary, Dave Iay, has been the reconstruction of the old news-
paper oftice, the Fort Steele Prospector.



KOCTENAY , WEST

Activities of this Society focussed receutly on wining history.
Several illustrated talks were given on this subject, and on the botany
and topography of the region. The awwmal field trip mas to Slocan and
Kaslo, with stops at other places of historical interest.

NARATMO

The Nenaimo Branch records on tape all addresses given at its
meetings and keeps them on file. During the past yesr these topics iucluded
Naneimo Harbour - Past, Present anc Future, Nansimo Fire Department, and
History of Nanaimo Trade - ships and uer.

Every year Pioneer Rock is the scene of & gathering behind the
Bastion to counemorate the arrival iu 1854 of pioneers from England after
first disewbarking at Esquimalt from the Princesc Royal. Bach year since
then there has been at least one représeniative from one of the original
fawilies. In 1967 there were four generations of two fawilies present.

VA COUVER

The Vancouver Historical Society's annual dinner was held in the
Stanley Park Pavilion in April, at wkich Dr argaret Or.sby xave an address
on Different Aspects of Ceuadian Confederaiion. Sowe of the members wodelled
gowns of the late 1800's belonging to Mrs Walton of Victoria.

Several car loads of wembers visited tlhe Cowichan Valley Forest Museum
at Duncan on the amimal field trip in June. ibout 35 Leubers enjoyed the

-

hospitality of Mr and Mrs 3. Hawkins at & garden party and barbecue in July.

Topics for papers read at the regular wonthly weetings included
Seattle, Vancouver and the Klondike, Aspects of a Political Career ty Hom.
Howard Green, Settleient Patteins in British Colwabie history, and Benning
of a Book in B.C., the text of which is included in this Newsletter.

VICTORTA

Topics at the Victoria wectings, at which *he averagé attendarnce is
over 100, iucluded Municipal History in the Making, the Chinese of 01d
Victoria, the West Coast trail, Coimenorative Monuwents in Canada bearing on
the History of B.C., and Coifederation. The sunual ficld trip was to the
Sooke district, rear the potholes.

In Septeuber two University a Victoria studenis received. the anmual
prizes of books. Elizabeth Bunysr. sk srlene Rich received copies of Dr
Large's Skeena and the recent volume on Williei. Frascr Tolaie.

The annual Christras party was held at the mupress Hotel. At this
event Mr Gerry Wellburn resc an auusing letter describing life in 1841, and
Mr Willard Irelauc gave a talk on Christ.as 1867.



The foliowing is & report of & paper given by Professor Charles
Huiphries, Depertwent of History, University of British Coluwbia, at the
January weeting of the Vancouver Eistorical Society.

THE BAN»ING Ok A BOUK Ii B.C.

On the morning of Saturday, January 3, 1920, Dr J. D. MacLean,
Minister of BEducation and Provincisl Secretary for British Colwsbia
guietly ammounced in Vaancouver that W. L. Grant's History of Canada
would no louger be used in the schools of the province. "In adding the
subject of Canadian history to the Eigh School curriculuw," he explained,

this book had been selected for a trial as a text book. After
a year, owing to unfavoresble couient aud s the best results
can not be obtained frou the study of a text that is the subject
of criticisu, the departuent has decided to discontinue its use
as a echool book. For tie re.aiunder of the year te?chers will
be asned to stress the tecching ot Canadian civics.

The announcewent provoked little initisl public comment; two days
later, in an editorial, the Vaucouver World stood squarely behind the
cabinet wiuister ana hinted at some of the reasons for his decision:

+++ The kinister or Education...will find general support
anongst teschers and others familiar with the publication.

The Council of Public Instructiou which is the authority
in control of educction in the provincé, it appears, never
authorized the textbook. It has, however, been in restricted
use in high schools for some time past; but criticisu of some
forms of expression and ite somevhat anti~British tone has made
it unpopular.

It is possible, surely to obtainr a book on Canadian history
not opew: to such objections. 4t any rate the decision to abolish
the use of this bock is wise. History for school purposes is
inadequate enough as it is without peruitting the suspicion of.
bizs to attach to it.

4fter that oxpression of cpinion, there was public silence on the
matter for almost a weeir anc then began a modest debate in the columns of
Vanicouver's newspayers which. graduslly wade clesr the substauce of the
criticism which had csused the bouk's resoval. If it took time for the
public to becowme aware of the causes of trouble, such was not the case
for w.L. Grant, the suthor ot the text.

In 1920, willisam lawsoin Grant occupied the off'ice of principal of
Upper Canada College in Toronto, a position he was to hold until his death
in 193%. Previous to this appointwent he had lectured at Oxford University
and at Queen's in Ringston; during tle First World war, he had served over—
seas as a wajor in the Canadian Expeditionary Force and had been wounded
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in the Battle of the Somme. The book in question had first been published
in Toronto in 1414 by tre T. Eaton Cowpany. A revised edition had been
published in 1916 by Williaw Heinemann in Englaud and by the Renouf
Publisking Company in Montreal. It was the latter which became the subject of
dispute.

Grant had been aware of criticisms of the book for about a year
before its bauning in British Columbia. In December of 1918, the
Sentinel, a publication of the Orange Order, had accusech' of displaying
disloyalty in the expressions whick he used in the book. By June of 1919,
such criticism was being received by the Departuent of Education in
Victoria, and the Superintendent of Bducation for British Columbia wrote
to Grant:

I...beg to enquire from you whether it would not be possible for you

to modify your Caniadian history in such a way as to render it accept-
able to pecple of all classes aud creeds in this Province. Personally
I see nothing objectiornsble in your book whatever and I need not add
that I think it the begt Canadian History on the market, but we have

in British Columbia some people sore loyal than King George V, and
otiiers more ultra-Protestaat than Czlvin and the views of these

people must of course be respected by4any department depending on

its existence on popular suffrage....

Grant did nothing in the face of these attachs, but they apparently
coutinued with sufficient strength for the next six mouths to prompt
J.D. MacLean to remove the publication freom British Columbia's schools.

To the point of its banishment from British Colwsibia's classrooms,
there had culy beea hints as to what was wrong with Grant's book. This
vagueness disappesred, however, when Macn Eastwman aud W.N. Sage of the
University of british Columbia History Leparteent and fourteen school
teachers moved to defend Gra:.t and his book in a letter sent to the Sun,
the Province and the World. These defenders sketched out Grant's
bachgrougd as proof cf kis pro-British stauce and his reliability as a
scholer.” This was arn approach not without its flaws, as one critic
noted:

A perusal of the letter is all that is necessary tc show that
there are a good many teachers and some professors plying their
trade iu the schools and Uuniversity of Eritish Coluwbis whcse
services should be dispensed with at the end of the year, if not
sooner. Any class of individuszls wio would seek to defend a
textbook becasuse of the persouality of the man who wrote it is
employing a syste. of, reasoning which zo teaclier who is worth a
salary should employ. ‘

The‘érgument began and, in the stmewhat disjointed debate which then
ensued, the chief compleints against Graut's history were strongly
enunciated: the bock was, ic sum, anti-British and anti-Protestant or,
to turn it around, pro-Geri.an, pro-Roman Cuatholic and —- worst of all —
pro-Freuch-Canadian.

On the count of being disloyal to Great Britain, the critics cited
several passages vhich they found particularly useful in sustaining
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their argument. A few of the keen-eyed started, quite literally, on
the firet page; aud noted that Heinemann was his English publisher.
"Heinemann", Grant commented in his own defence

is undoubtedly of German descent, and has about as much German
blood in his veins ae has His Majesty King George V. He is
himself above military age, but mcre than one of his nephews, one
of whom I knew at Balliol, died in the war fighting fcr the Empire
about which these peopie are shriering. o

But the text, wore than the publisher, provided the critics
with their awnunition for the attack. Graut, it uwas argued, was
favourably disposed to the concept of hatred as an essential component
of patriotisui, a wost Geruesnic idea. In his discussion of Canada in
the immediate post-Conquest period, Grant had written:

Gre-t Britain had thus taiten over a people who differed from
herself and from her other cclonists in liorth America in race,
religion, langusge, aud custons. Euglaid and France had been at
war for generations; Euglistmwen and Frenchmen considered hatred
of eacl. other to be a patriotic duty; nowhere had the fires of
hatred blazed sv high as between tlie Canadians and the English
colonists. The religious history of the two countries ever since
the Reformatiog had given roman Catliolic and Protestant loathing
of each other.

In providing the bacicground to the Battle of Beaver Dam during the
War of 1812, Grant had stated:

.o o At Queenston, Sergesnt James Secord was lying helpless from
his wounds. Both he and his wife, Lsura, were children of

Loysalists, fad hated the Americang fur the wrongs done to their
parents....

And, when evaluating the consequences of the War of 1812, he had
renarked:

To Caznada the war gave au heroic tradition. Men of French,
Scotch, Irish, Buglish descent had stood side by side with the
regulars of Great Britain and had fought as gallantly as they.
1t was our baptisu of blood, and so far in this world that has
been the only real baptisw of a uation. It is less pleasing to
tiink of tle loug years of hatred of the United States which date
frow this war; but to wany men patriotisu is impossible without
a little hatred, and menories of the var did mufk to stesdy
Cauadians in the leen years which were to coume.

These were the chief exanples cited as proof of Grant's view of the
close relationship between hatred and patriotisw.. "This," stated one
critic, "is exactly what Gemany taught in her schools prior to the
war, and we are following her exasple..." He weut on:

This is the very way the eneuy works with propaganda and
under our present lax systew it appears there is no trouble for
any stranger to publish whatever they (sic) may see fit and
introduce it into our schools, and poison the minds of children
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as they (sic) see fit. This is a Fritisk country and if we are to
naintain it as such, and reise British subjects we nust instil
nothing but British ideas and Britisl: priu.ciples iunto the winds of
the chkildren afg have a nore loyal and national spirit exhivited in
our schools...

further evideace of Grait's disloyslty was culled from his
stateents about various British perscuages. His description of Charles
Bailey, "the Euglich ofiicial at the Bay", who quarrélled witli Radisson
and Grosseilliers as "a red-faced and cioleric John Bull, who hated
Frei.chien", upset at least one critic. There Yis annoyance with his
descriptions of Pitt as "overbeariiig" and proud, George II]_as "marrow-
minded", and Edward Grenville as "obstinate" and "tactless"; and
unhappitess over his decision to quote from Tecuuseli, the War of 1812
Indian chieftain, wio ccmpared Gf?eral Heury Prccter to "a fat dog
with its tail betweenn its legs".

Graut vas charged with deliberate over-imecgnification of British
Lilitary defeats. The fact that he had iincluded a picture of a nedal
struck to comuenorate Fronteuac's defence of Quebec in 1690 was put
forward in evidence; =zlthiouxl: no oune seewed to be alarm.ed by the fact
that on the reversi7side of tlie redal was a Latin irscripntior readings:
"Kebeca Libersta'. Ard it was argued that he had cetailed all too
vividly Geueral Braddocn's defeat at Fort Duquesue in 1755.

Naturally enough, the naterial to sustain the accus:tion that
Grant was anti-Protestert and pro-Catlolic was found in the iuitial pages
of his History, pages dealirn: with the era of New ¥France. "Gruut's
so-called history", decl:red one sharp-eyed reader,

is nothing wmore than a couwentury ol Cenadizn history torrowed frowm
the early writings of the Jesuits .ho, uvider the guiding hand of
Chauplaisn in Canada, anc the waster wind of Cardival Richelieu in
Fraiice were out to bring fBiS North Awericai countiuent down to the
level of Mexico aud Peru.

Grant's generous aporaisal ol the wori and Lotives of the Jesuits;zg his
inclusion of a picture of the arrival of the Ursuline nung in 1639; and
his quotation frow Fronteiac to the effect that ending the hreandy trade
would simply drive the Iudians to "ruwu and Prctestsitism"; were all
cited as proof of his wltrauontane aud Jesuitical position.

The other side of the charge that Grant was pro-Catholic was that he
was pro-rreich-Canadian, a trait -- whether real or imegired -~ vhich his
accugers found wost distressing. 1t was peointes out thet, ir dealing with
the battle of the Plains of Abralsam 7ot 4 wovvood uost of a,pege to a
discussiow. of Montcali., his tactics, 1is wounding aid Lis deati.s an
okvious sign of his basic softuess on the subject of Freucl: Canada. XNo
one appareutly noticed that Benjauin West's quite inaccurate but fawous
The Deatl of Woife occupied anotier page. His treat.ent of Riel proved
to be another sore puint. State.ents thatl Riel "was no cowarg, and et
hig fate with sowmething of the high constancy of the nartyr"; aud that
"the fraiich ir Quebec had sympafhized with the endeavour of Riel to win
justice for their cowpstriots"; ~ seewed to drive Grant's opponeuts into
a frenzy.
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But it was his words op Henri Bourassa -~ referred to as "that
traitor" by one comuentator  -- that incensed all. In Guebec, Grant
had written,

there is still a "netionalist® party with, however, a more moderate
prograuue than that of Mercier, and its leader, Mr Heari Bourassa,

has always stood manfully for honest and progressive adh.inistration.27

Even Grant considered this phrasing wnwise: "...I aw willing", he told a
correspondent,

to expunge or 1:0dify the reference on page 302 to Bouressa, wB'ch,
thougl: correct, is inadequate in the light of his war record.

Most of Graut's critics, howewer, would have been willing to expunge
Bourassa himself because of the latter's sharp criticisw of conscription
and Canada's participetion in the First World War.

These, then, were the chief itrouble spots in Graut's History but,
once begun, his opponents did mot rest and, lifting stateweuts out of
context, read a veriety of mesnings into thau. He was accused of stating
that, in the ked River23ffair of 1869-7u, Riel "did nothing nore than
. Tight for Lkis rights". What Grant had actually said was thiss

w.e50 far, Hiel had dore little .ore than fight for his rights,
but ir ‘March 1870, he put hiuself for ever in the wrong by the
execution on a cherge of trezson of Thomes Scott, an Ontario
Crangemarr. ‘Scott see.s to Lave had s great conternpt for all :
‘Frenck Catholics and for Riel in pariticular, and had undoubtedly
made himself disagreestle, out for the cherge of treasorn there
was no evidence wgﬁtever, cnd the so-celled execution wae a
barbarous wurder.

In his discussion of the Buglisl-Aucrican treders who arrived in
Quebec after the conquest, it was said that Grant had called tlew the
"aost iuworsl collection of men I ever knew'?l The author had, in fact,
written:

Quurrels soon broke out betwes: the Euglish settlers and
Goveruor Murray, who called the. on oue occesion "the licentious
fenatics trading liere"; on avother "four hundred and fifty con-
teuptible sutters and traders"”, anc or another "the i.ost inworal
collection of newn I ever hiew'. His suger was probably due to the
dislike of the soldier for tiie business nau. By "licentious" the
Goveruor orly Leant discbedient to Lis authority, and by "fsnatics®
that they were 1ot .e.bers of the Church of Eugland, but New England
Independents. As for inworality, they were certeinly nuch rore sober
than the average British officerBEf the dey, and they wmade trade and
coruerce tiirive as never before. A
While denouncing .the supnosed tendencies of Graunt as displayed in
his writing, Lis opponrents ciose to igrore passsges such as the following
which give the lie to niost of their com:ents: '
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Thus every Canadian is at once a citigen of a municipality,
of a province, of a Douinion, and of an Bupire. We wust all love
the wunicipality in which we live... But we iust love our cunicipality
as part of a provihce... Ve 1ust love the provinuce as part of our
native la%g... And beyond even Cauada we wust love the worldwide
Bupire...

Most presant-day critics would argue that such an adi.onition has no place
in e Canadian history text-book. But, on the whole, they would probably
also agree that, if his book had flaws, they were uinor; and that, in
soue ways, it presented a fresh and lively interpretation of Canadian
history.

Grant had his defenders in 1920, but they coula ot win the battle
against an assault which, an "old boy" of Upper Cauada College who worked
for the Proviuce told Greut, gzas being engineered by soue of the baser
iewbers of the Orange Order". His vbook had been banned and it
rewained in that conditiomn. The only note of the eveut which the Depart-
Lent of Educatiown took in its annual report for 1919-20 was a stray rewark
contained in the sub.ission of the Free Text-sock Eranch:

In conclugion, it is desired to express an appreciation of
the very valusble assistance rendered by principals in lerge
ceutres in helping to reet a very trying situation which occurred
in January, 1920, when owing to the wholly unexpected deiands made
for suppliies at that tiue, the Free Text-book Branch was unable to
furnish soie of the ite.s asked for on all reguisitions presented.

35

Obviously there .ust have been soie scraw.bling by teacliers in January to
find sonething to replace Grant's History ot Cansda.

In an effort to restore his book to tle good graces of the British
Colunbia Depurt.eit of Educ.tion, Grart offered to re.ove the pictures of
the arrival of the Ursulines -— altliough he ststed that it no r.ore implied
"approval of the Ursulines or ol tlie Roian Catholic Church thsn a picture
of 'The Teuwptation' would inply approval of the proceedings of the serpent-;
and of the cowwei.orative wedal of 1690. He would trest Bourassa "in the
light of his war record" anc would o.it "the sentence on psge 155 to the
effect that to iany cen 'patriotis. is iipossible without a little
hatred.'" "But", Le added,

I a.. certai.ly not willing either to nzke a book so colourless thet
it can give 1o possible offence to auybody, or so partis%g that its
ci.ief use would be as a club to belazuour the priestliood.

Graint was elso prepared "to add four or five pages,Bﬁither in bulk or in
various parts, with specizl reference to the iest". But the Depart.ent
siuply countered trat it would wait aud take a look &t any revised edition,
a state.ent which scarcely provided Grant with the grounds for confidently
proceeding with the revision. By Februsry 1, the book mgs out of all the
schools and there was rno Cauadiar: history being teu ht.

Kack Easti.an took a strong interest in the case and continued to
press for a new authorizatiou of Grant's book —-- presurably in soie
satisfactorily revised for. -- fro.. the Departient of Education; but he
could not report that the future looked very prowisirg. Eastien and
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W. N. Sage contiiued the quiet fight for Grant's book with the Deperirient
of Educ.tion, but they got nowhere despite periodic bursts of hope.””"*
Aind, later in October, 1921, Sage wrote Grant & letter over which he
agonized before sending it off in the rails:

This morning I received a letter warked "Private & Confidential"
from Mr. (S J.) Willis (Superintendent of Education). I gathered
frow it that there is no chance of your History being again
authorized...

...Opposition to the book see.s to have been uuch better
orgaiized & .ore wide-spread thean we inew. Yo&oﬂnou, of course,
wy ovn opinion of the bock & of its oppouents.

Gract's book was never aguin put out on the deswns of British Colu.bia's
clageroous.

The :ilitant oppouents of the. text-book, who certairly von the
day, were geuerally described as Oraige.en, and there see.s tc be no
reasoir to doubt this. But to offer their oppositicn and intransigence
as anh explanction of what had occurred ia British Coiucbia in 1920 is .
inadequate. The question still re:ains: why did they succeed in
achieving their end? :

Tre conposition of the populstion of British Colw.bia at that
point in tiue rust be considered. 73.7% of the populstion claiied
either British origin or descenz1 wlile a uere 2.1% could be clessified
as ot Freuch origan or descent. To view it froi. another direction:
50.5% of the populcation claiied Cenadian birth; 30.5#% clained British
birtl:; and 19.0 were of foreign birth. It see.s safé to assu.e that
a sigrificant w..ber of that 50.5% would be children of perents of
British birth. horan Catlolics foried oily 12.2¢ of the population
and they were handily outiu. bered by Anglicans with 30.7% and bX
Presbyterisns vith 23.5% end rivalled by Methodists with 12.4%. 3

Both French-Causdizns and Rouann Catliolics were even less
sigrifieant in those urban centres of Britisk Coluwbia which placed the
greatest pressure on the govermuent for tie re.oval of Grant's book.

In Vaucouver,'79.9% of the populction was of BE'tish origin or descent,

and only 1.9% was cf Freuch origin or desceut. Victoria held a
population wihich wags 84.8% 3ritish origin or descent and but .9% Frewnch
origin or descent. And, in Nzg west.inster, 8(.5#% were in the foruer

bracket and 1.8% in the latter.

In Vauccuver, 9.3% of the popul‘ﬁion was Ro%?n Catholic; 29.9%
Anglicen; 26.9% Presbyterian; ard 12.7% Methodist. Victoria looked
like this: 6.3%1§g;an Crtholic; 40.2% angiican; 20.3% Presbyterian; and
13.0js Fethodist. £ad New West.inster divided in this fashion:

9.6% RomandSatholic; 26.8j% mugiican; 26.3% Presbyterien; and 17.6%
Methociet. " In British Colu bia, the ground wes scarcely fertile for
the growth of generous iistorical treatient of either French-Censzdizns
or Ro.an Cathiolics.

But there was ..ore to it ti.an that. The critics really did not
discuss Cenadiw. history; they were talking ebout the proper handling
and disse.inetion of British history. A sense oi Canadian history did
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not perieate their rarks. They were agitated about tke enti-British spirit
of the text and they felt ‘as one of their nu.ber expressed it: "These

are days wgsn 1t becoues everybody to show their British loyalty if they
have -any". Canads was not their concern; Britain was.

Such feelings, of course, had been heightened by the First world
War and out of this cowbination ca.e the extre.isu to which Grant's
book fell victim. The Orauge Order in British Colw..bia, which claiwed
growing streugth in the pruvince after the conclusion of the conflict,
was proud of the fact that "over 35 per ceut. of the total weubership in
British Coluibia had enlisted for overseas, & sigu that Orange.en hg
not forgotten the basic force and loyal principles of their order.™
These people were not going to reiain silent when the accusetion of
being anti-British was levelled aguinst Grant.

In his Me.oirs, Robert Borden noted, in another context, that
at the war's end "the stute of wind of the people in general" vasg
"abnori..el". He continued: . : N

.«+There was a distiictive laci of the ususl balaice; the
agitator, souetiues sincere, souetines uerely Lalevoleut, self-
seeking and5§esigning, found quick response to insicious
propagerida.

Buotions roused by the war —- particulerly bitteriess snd hatred

towards French-Canadians because of their attitude toward conscription ——
were susteiuned in streizth long after Nove.ber 11, 1v1&. 1Iun fact,

a.oug the extre.iets hatred o!f Freuch-Cansdiens was zn essential part

of their patriotis. towards Great Britain; they proved what tliey had
denounced in Grast's History. Aud no goverm.ent in its right i.ind

vwas goin, to challenge suck feelings if they appecred tc have any
strength.

In a state.ent to the Ubyssey oL wucther iatter in 1921, Mack
Eastian tcok the opportunity to defend Grant once nore and he sourly
observed: "The war has sorely disturbed the rinds of wany non—coubatants!"53
4nd, in one sense he was right: W.L. Zrant's History of Catada had
becoré arcther casuclty ot the First World war.
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A nctice was mailed to all Secretaries giving the deadlines for
the issues of the n.C. Historical News. There vill be two nore issues
for this seezson before the susmer breal., with deadlines of February 15th
ana April 15th. This issue viil unot reach the meubers by February 15th,
so would all Secretaries tal.e note and send in their news as soon as
possible. If any society has had a paper of particular interest and
would like to subwit a cony (preferably typewritten) it would no doubt
find its wa, into a future issue of the B.C. Historical hews.





