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After a ship has been launched and it still floats, the

ship-builder hasn't really accomplished very much., Will it be

stable? Will it stay tight and not spring leaks, and, most import-

ant of all, can it be relied upon to reach a definite destination?
- So far the B.C. Historical News has been launched, is still float-
' 'ing, and n: major leaks have shown up. Actually it "swelled" a little
with 1ts new buoyancy and several compliments thankfully received
.8hould go a long way to making it stable.

The advertising media with its subtle propaganda has never
made a great impression upon me, but occasionally the odd bit
trickles through and is remembered. This nhrase from a T.V.
commercial has made its mark and states "4 message is nothing
tuntil someone reads it"., The B.C. Historical News so far has
‘certainly been read, even to the extent that James Nesbitt found
in it enough to make a full column to the Vancouver Sun; March
14th., His last paragraph read

"Prof, Humphries' paper is to me one of the best
contributions in a long time to political British
Columbiana, The B.C. Historical Association has had
it printed, and certainly the way Humphries did his
job makes it exciting reading. The facts are hard to
believe in this supposedly enlightened age."

Although Mr Nesbitt's reference to the B.C, Historical
Association is not strictly accurate, and the "News" did not get
the "plug" he could have given it, at least an acknowledgement of
the source was made. Better luck next time, and .all the more
reason to pass on to the "News" such items for publication,

In an interc¢sting letter from Miss E., D. Johnson of Trail,
she says -

M"Apropos the paper by Prof. Charles Humphries on The
Banning of a Book in B.C. ~ did you notice the letter to
the Editor, Vancouver Sun, Feb.23rd re commemorative
stamps - deplorinz the choice of Henri Bourassa as one
of three? Presumably he was chosen because he founded
the newspaper Le Devoir, to counter-balance George Brown,
founder of the Toronto Globe, without any thought to what
happened in 1914-1918. Anyway, vhy bring up old sores2"

Yes, I did, and herewith is the letter to the Sun{Extract)
"The Sun (Feb.1l4) carried notice of three special

postage stamps commemorating well-known Canadians: George
Brown, a father of Confederation, and founder of the
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Toronto Globe; Col. John McRae, author of In Flanders
Fields; and Henri Bourassa, who founded the newspapsr
Le Devoir.

I strongly resent the inclusion for this honor of
Bourassa, who was little short of a traitor to his
country during the First World War, where he used his
paper and all his talents to hinder the war effort..."

The last copy of the "News' mentioned the 1967 Convention
of the B.C. Historical Association at Williams Lake, and now it's
a seant two months till the next one to be held in Victoria. The
theme of "100 Years of Cagitalism?, suggested by Mr Donsld New,
seems too humorous to overlook. Arrangements are being made for
a most interesting programms of events, and Victoria should be
dressed up in her very best gardens for the benefit of all
Convention goers by that time. Running a convention is no easy
matter since the atterdance is usually an unknown quantity. Tt
would be a suggestion, on my part, if all those planning to attend
(and who wants to miss Victoria in early summer?) could maybe let
Victoria know as coon as poscsible how many to expect from their
society.

Following is a prcvisicnal programme for the Convention.

Thursday: May 23, 1288
Place: Maritime Museum, Bastion Square
7 p.m. 3Regisiration
8 p.m. Assembly.
Address: 'The Maritime Museum'. Col. Symons.
Refrechments.

Friday, May 24, 1963

Place: Caucus Room, Parliazent Buildings
9 a.m., Council Meeting of 1957-68 Council

Place: Council Charber cr Treabtre, City Hall, Centennial Square.
10 a.m, General Meeting.

Address of welcome: His Honor Mayor Stephen

Film: "Victoria®

Address: ‘Cenieraial Square': Ainslie Helmcken

2 p.m. Tour of hishoric Viciosria, conducted by W.E. Ireland
(Tour leaves from Vancouver Island Coach Lines Depot)

8 p.m., Pls 2: Provincial Nuseum Avditorium
General Meeting,
Address: 'The New Museum!: Dr Clifford Carl.
Tour of the Museum.
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Saturday, Mew 25, 1968
Place: Provineial Museum
10 a.m. Annual General Meeting

2 p.m. General Meeting
Meeting of new Council

7 p.m. Banquet in Georgian Lounge, Empress Hotel
Speaker: Clifford Wilson.

SOCIETY NOTES AND COMMENTS
ALBERNI

The Alberni Society is co-operating with the producer of a
community programme on the local radio station CJAV. Interviews
with pioneer residents are being taped as well as items of historic
interest, Five members visited the new Nanaimo Cgntennial Museum
in February. '

Mrs Ford, the Society's secretary, pointed out an error in
last issue's report. The last sentence should have read "The
Society sells hasti-notes, the covers of which depict the Anderson
Mill and the paper mill, the first in B.C.

GULF_ISLANDS

Poor travelling conditions between the islands led to the
cancelling of the December meeting and a car accident to the
President, of subsequent gatherings.

KOOTENAY , WEST

At the January meeting George McIntyre of Rossland traced
bee-keeping from the days of the 0ld Testament to the present,
including local bee-keepers. The Fehruary meeting was a showing
of slides of a member's trip to Europe last year.

VICTORIA

At the January meeting Mr R. C. Coates, a graduate student
at the University of Victoria spoke on "Fur trading days, the
social life of the trading posts". In February an overflow meet-
ing of 130 people gathered to hear J.K. Nesbitt speak on "The
Premiers of RBR.C.Y.

- PROGRESS REPORT OF THE CENTENNTAL SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE,
Chairmen: Professor John E, Gibbard

University Section:

Only two universities responded - University of B.C. and
University of Victoria. In each case the Head of the History Dept.
selected the three best, which were submitted to our pansl of
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judges who are working on them now and hose to raach a decision by the
end of March, '

The judges are: Mr Douglas Cole, Dent. of History, Simon Fraser Univ-
ersity; Mr Willard Ireland, Provincial Librarian and Archivist; Professor
Neil Sutherland, Faculty of Education, Universitr of R.C.

Secondary School Section
Thirty-nine essays were considered vorthy of entering the contest.

The judges in this section must not only cdecide the winner of the %259
prize but also which essay in each of the five Mivisions should receive
the Social Studies Teachers' Professional Associ-~tion's %50 prize for
the Mivision. The judges! decision should 21lso be ready by the end of
March, .

The judges are: Mr H.7, Brammill, B,", Historical Association; Mr
Bruce Ramsey, Vancouver Province; Mr Donald Sage, ™.0. Social Studies
Teachers' Professional Association.

The following letter, ~bhich is conied from a monuscrint in the
T.B.C. Library, gives us a glimpse of 1lifc in the Colony 100 years ago.
It appears to be written by a man called Dissstte to 2 friend in Tipper
Canada. ~There seems to be a parallzsl here thot communications between
East and West after 100 years have not vot been resolved.

VICTORIA, V.1.
Julx 1854

My dear Triend,

It behoveth me to berr in miné thet I o2 —ou an answer for your
last welcome letter, and to forewarn you that vhen you do get it, it
will be more conspieious for a2 lack of nsws, nnd an enlargement upon
a2 few items than anything else ™or ns to our news, we cannot report
anything startling, nor indeed anything of ~hicl the newsjapers will
not already have apprised vyou. In fact the discoversrs of facts are
paid to be slower than the reporters, and as to Cariboo there are
lonz arrears which the former seem to be desmiring of ever making
up. It is beginning to be acknovladgad th~t the fourth estate is at
least a year ahead of the country, evincing thereby o progressive~
spirit - and that in the interests nf "things as they are", you will
need to read "things as thev are represented to have been", in the
future tense When a claim is said to have vielded, in June 1964,
400 oz per day, read, "will yield in June '55". ot that miners tell
lies; or stretch things when shares are for sile. #Hot at all. For
who could be so void of the fear of punishment, =s to impeach the
veracity of a2 man who conld whip his weight in wild cats, swear a
blue streak across the tent at wou, or -insinuate bimself or his knife
into your affections:; and who invokes the most ~wful imprecations on
his own head if he is not telling the truth So it will be wise to
remember that the newspapers are denendent for their nsws on these

. wild fellows, and are proportionately reliable as anthorities. It is
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anything but attractive to read the Gleobe's column of Cariboo news,
Goldstream news and Shuswap items, when we have naid our "2 bitts"
for it. TItems of interest which created then little sensation, and
were successfully contradicted 2 months before, come back to stare us
in the face, and excite our risibles. The biggest liar may be the
greatest stranger but will crea*e the greatest noise for the time,
You may wonder that such persons are not exposed and that public
opinion does not lash the impostor. I can only say that perhaps it
would if it conld reach him. It requires that he shall have
character in order to attack it, that he sh:1ll be somewhat acquaint-
ed and that his interests bind him to seek the good opinion of others.
Personal punishment is out of the cquestion; the reputation is the
only chance. But miners generally have no snch interests to look
after, at least nons worth naming, ¥o settled home, friends, or
acquaintance, they take it to be rather smart to "sell" a correspond-
ent, get their name in print and boast of the fest to their few bar-
room cronies., Add to this that similar anthorities have been the
cause of their delusion and disappointment previously, and like
genuine ignorance everyvhere, their vials of vrath are poured upon
the medium of their deceit and dece~tion. "Je learn from a reliable
source" at ths beginning of a paragranh, seems now, to me, to be an
intimation that the statement following may be a2 lie, and has been
relied upon, but either from its flexibility or an inordinate cap-
acity for lying on the part of the reader - it is still reliable.

It is a remarkable fact that our osapers on mining, prospecting,
ete., like you on politics, rarsly correct their ovm errcrs, back
out of their false assertions, nr tell us th~t they ~ere wrongly
informed. 1In the first place there is little need of it, for few
people believed them. In thz second, the untruth in mining, is
only graduslly proved untrue and as fast as it is done it is made
knowm to the public., I cnn tell vou nov, that Shuswap is a fizzle,
Goldstream is played out, Bridge River is not heard of, Stickeen is
not thought of, and I suspect that a similar tale may be anticipated
concerning Kootenai, which now absorbs nublic attention. Oh yes!
Kootenai is to be the next excitement, and wonderful tales are com-
ing in, under the patronage ~f the agents of the H.P.Co., and from
them directly as authers. There is one sentencé near the close of
the report which if it does not nullify the ~hole, has at least a
snothing effect on our excitability, "Mitich it are understood"

"The chief factor of the Co. has siven orders to forward goods to
that country and to remove the station from Fort Colville in order
to supply the expected emigration",

I need not here digress on the subject of the inequality of
the status of an imperial and colonial subject. It is degrading
enough to think of, for beside the lack of all national unity, _
fraternity, and self reliance, and the humili-tion one feels in
lnoking on at the national zames, and the study of a past history -
even the Germans here have these - or a definite aim in the future -
a lack that all colonists must feel, - thers is an undefined con-
sciousness that nther neoples regard us 2s denendents and our country
as 2 dependency, vhile our rulers the Imnerial authorities and the
English people, not onlv thin so but 2ct so, Hardly ever does a
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Governor think of bestowing patronage on the colonist, there is always
some hardbaked hungry aristocrat for every important office, and as for
the Imperial anthorities, it would surnrise us more than it did Hinks to
find them taking any account of a cclonist. There is not any injustice
nor a false steo taken by the Mome Govt. or its representative towards a
colony, no matter how silent the people are, but tends to weaken the best
kind of loyalty of thinkinz men.

Day after day we have been compelled to attend an assize court,
the business of which Judge Gowan wonld get through in three days, -
vhich here occupied a week and the indictments of which ere so loosely
drawn th=t the Grand Jurv remonstrated, and the cases had to be tried
over again,

Aug, 21st 1864

It was just as well that I didn't date this letter in the beg-
inning as owing to a new excitement e h-ve besen very busy indeed. I
enclosed to Edward by last mail a number of cliopinzs from the locals, -
which have ere this met your eve, - giving us the startling intelligence
of an extensive discovery of gold just at our drors. Sooke is a barren
mountainous almest impassable region, :rithin an easv day's march of
Victoria, having a small river tumbling around angles among rocks and
at last deliberately emptying into a fine shallow harber, about 297 miles
from here. Our exploring exnaditinn's miner discoversd good prospects,
and left the expedition tc wor™ them. FHaving been getting #1700 a month,
and being well known, his report drew avway from the city a good number
of the most sanguine, who, on further examin~tion of the River and its
principal tributary (Leach River) confirmed his statement. The excitement
grew from the first and vas the only theme of interest and conversation.
Two steamer loads went uo on a Saturday (so th~t they could prospect on
Sunday and return to work) and just as they were getting tired and
incredulous, after nassing through so many ohysical hardships, a negro
washed out a %74 nugget, and like magic the whole creek became lively
with surveyors of claims, dicgers, washers, crevicers. -The results were
soon manifest and each one began to accum:lote something. "The gold was
coarse button or flaxseed gold smooth and flaky and must haveé had an
origin farther back. Every man's little nile wns a fresh- item of news
and his opinion was recorded - if favorable - in the most respectfil
manner. To give the press its due, it did confine itself to what it was
told, and uswally gave its authority. It warned men to wdlt a while and
not rush away from their work if they verc deing esnviar well, ° It
anpealed to their reason, however, only ~fter it had stunned or paralyzed
it with gold news Tor it is a1 fact almost ~dr-itting of demonstration
that men's minds under such influence will nnt have 2 normal action, and
that though their regular vages are from 3 to %5 ner day - with all the
comforts of good food and shelter, and sasw vor', - on the announcement
of the discovery of gold - not cven in naying ruantities = away they
_rush, through water and over bonlders, slseping on the ground in the
open air, eating musty bacon and stale beans, badly cooked, although
they know - or used to know - th=t the chances are ten to one against
their making even a livelihood, Ship carnenters and caulkers at %6 per
day were quite as bad as the rest, machinists cnly waited "to hear if
these dampnpers were telling the truth" and avay they went to dam the
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river and return damning themselves. *en left snug berths to run

up and jump 4 claim and returned to finc¢ their "berth jumped". The
few case-hardened dealers in suppliss coolly sold off their long
standing stocks of dippers, Long Tom's, Jenay Linds, rocker irons and
rockers, shovels, picks, gold pans, blovers, camp kettles, spoons,
tin plates, blankets, shirts, hatchets, beans % pork. Pale bilious
shoemakers and tailors and nest daonper clerks, frantically charged

up hill with 50 1bs. 2nd 79 1bs on their backs. John Chinaman caught
the infection, and with the inseparable shoulder stick and the two
packages swinging like an old fashioned pair of scales, trudged out
in significant silence venturing along precinitous rocks, and diving
into deep defiles. Poor John made a hstydive in one case and found
himself in such bad repair that it was not worth rising again., His
neck was broken.

At first, complaints -ers made of 2 imant of blaze and finger
posts to mark the w=ay, but the returning wave of the disappointed
left behind it such a deposit of preserved me~t cans, abandonad min-
ing tools and other burdsnsome debris thst the complaint soon ceased.

Yot withall, there continusd to be good news from Sooke at
the arrival of each steamer. Gold in re-1ly zood »aying quantities
wag rewarding a few, but the fact was sparingly alluded to, that
though men found a dollar to the pan of dirt on their claims, there
was but 2 few pans on the claims, and thot that was in vertical
crevices of the rock, In this respect I think th2t the press did
not fairly represent public conscience They have over estimated
the confidence of the people in the perm-nence of the diggings, and
it is now a fact acknowledged with an ill zrace that unless pay 1s
found in the banks and benches further from the river bed, the Sooke
mines will "Peter"., '"Rumors were rife concerning good pay having
been struck in the hill behind the -- claim hen our informant left",
is a common style of concluding items hzaded "Sooke News". MWeantime
our intrepid Explorer and kis party (Pr Brown) are adding to our
knowledge of the resources of the Island. A new and apparently
extensive coal mine at the rear of Comox - our most promising agl.
settlement - has been discovered, and the river running near it
called Brown River. UVnre prairies, more timber, ~nd more indications
of gold are making this peosle - already flmccic, drained and relaxed,
from comparatively fruitless excitement, look thoughtful, almost
hopeful,

The poor dear deluded public, who ran may from vell doing
and comfort, and got the very opposite, on returning from Cariboo
two vears ago, had somevhat of an advantage over the same class from
Sooke. Thongh then covetousness vas =t the bottom in both cases, in
the former their vanitv found scanegots in the wersons of Lon. Times
Corrt., Donald Traser, Gerr., Bishon Fills and above all of Parson
White; now they fall bac% on their oun resiurces

In one way we reap a permancht benefit  Just as in Brit.
Columbin roads are being made across blea barren, and otherwise
unprofitable tracts lying between us =nd valucble country which would
be impassable for an age, were it not for these excitements.
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Noy without enlarging on Caribero, - lidch I trust will do its
own part - and ring eloquently before the ssason closes, I may say that
I have given you my "essence of mining news". To spsak of our commerce
I may say that we are still buying largely from Angland. Our heavy
firms are setSing on perminent lines of ships, enl-rsging their stone
warehouses and extending their +harves along our narrow harbor. This
is becoming a groe=t distributing point for Znglish goods: B. Columbia,
Puget Soun?, luss Lrerica, W, Territory, Dorulanc Oregon, San Francisco,
and even Mrxico though at war, = are aboub Lo become permanent customers.
So much for our free vort. But nrotectionist ideas will run in the
heads of some of our peovle, and rere it not thrt we have 2 strong in-
fusion of the Free-Traders of Pnglqna, and 1 most persistent champion
Editor (Alex Bell of tinc Chronicle) thore mizht be ~ rclapse into the
Canadian an? B, Columbiar modes of Cﬁ¢luctlng ravemie.
Cwilng to thc separaition of the ccuntries into the two colonies
of V.I. and P.0, -~ and the jz2alousy of the politicians of the latter,
the numerous coacters =hich hkave been in the h-bit of takiuz cargoes
from our wholasale merchants hare and clearing from this port for the
NMor'West coast of B.C. are nc.. by « new 2,6, ordinance reguired to
cle2r from New westminster; bﬂus compalling them to ascend the trouble-
some channel of the Fraser, unload and relon¢ their cargoss and return,
before proceeding on ¢ ~ir wvoyage. Allewing for advers: winds, rapid

currents, change of tides and risk of shonls of the ever shifting bars
b the mouth of ti.e river, there vwill be 2 veews delay to each of these

-

vessels, on an =verage. ior aven coasting stsamers wiltl weqnire a good
deal of tirme on account of gr-oater bulk., Tt is wvnain 4o .tell these
.peoplz tha* they «ill caly injure our trnfe ~n® tihe coasters, or that
it would be betier to let the martizs lond ndé clear hare under ths
suparvision of a 3.0, official viom they wowld —illingly pay. Lothing
will “srve but thoit nsg Vieboria "h-s pobt their trade” they will try to
get it bacic again, and the natural result will be thnt instoad of
foing sc they will zet neitb»r the colorial evanus nor thz orofit on
saleg., Alrcady T have krown of an extenasive denler in furs -~d Indian
tradé, to Loke ont a clear.ace on a heavy cargo, for the Norchern
" extremity o the Tsland and "Sitka": and T bolisve trov it is just
the preluds tc ns c‘“pl'*c and 1rromoﬂiﬂ53; < S“'*“m of smuzgling as
ever exisus 1 Tho inaisceriminnts 19 ner cent dubty on alll goods enter-
ing P.C. pievenis any vinseld cargoes of being stored there, and the
intenee envy, jealousv, and malignity cf She nn““ smpleyed N, Wesh-
mirster peonle blinds “hom %o commit yross errors. Thair oickly soli-
tary papsr is always "illed vith morbid offusicns on their imaginary
abuses, and e en ihc Van of Har (lrlfnn() conld nch get agrow.d and
almost go to wrocels bDefore they dismantled her, telow West ﬂlnsbu_,
withe.b the 8. Columbian accusing the pilot of bsing vribed by Victorians
to act designedl~ in order %o injure their kerbor. Conscicis of our
invineibility, =nd cur prospzrity, the thros daiiyx papers here have
acted toward their nsighbor ~g though it s ~n invnlid mors to be
pitied than blamed, to be indnlgad ~nd soothed (bhner) than correcied
and punishec Buc somz induvendent fellow too¥ hold ot the pen a weck
or two ago ard in the Suaday morning issmue of ths Chronicle g-ve their
"magnificent town site” such 4 ribroasting as nearly exnatriated the
naper from the sacrzd 20il. One.cf the proprictors beiar con a visit
lately to that Fecity or Stu;ps, steeps an@ sta’rcasss” found it advis-
able to lubrirate things = Little but in s2ite of everrthing he "damned
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them with faint praise™. The Exoress conies ~n able and lengthy
article from the Edinburgh Review in which ¥ "7, is said to be
dasclining owinz to ths extended northward direction in which the
gold discoveries are being made, and >remising thot a coast route
must ultimately supercede the river routs to Cariboo. Of course, we
know what will be the effect of such = suoercession.

"The city not so blest as we, st in its turn by coast route fall
Whilst ours shall flourish. Shall flourish longer and free
And by its trade supoyly them -11

Rule Victoria, Victoria rules the mart
ste. ote. m

This is the first ohstruction throm in the way of our trade;
it 1s petty, foolish, "innocuouns" and 11 fail,

In agriculture I c-nnot repert anytlinz very definite only
that our settlesments are busy =itk hard vorkers, ~né great promises
are made as well s grest complaints  Tirst, that there are no
roads and but irregnlar visits from the i'ail vessels, second that
Indians arz too often guilty of petty cevradations without being
punished.

New tracts of land nrs being discovercd by the "Exnloring
Expedition", and thosc nlrendv settled arz beinz m~de the most of.
e havs a soil and climate remarkably w1l adapted for fruit culturs
and producing better flavored fruits thin our somthern neighbors.
Our appls trees bear in their third year and some other fruits are
even more precocious. The grasses here are very luxuriant, and
pasturage is plentifnl. Tt is surprising how quickly the early
spring moaths - April and May =~ alter th: ~ooearance of the "earth
and they that dwell therein" on this island. Cattle fatten very
fast. Tall ferns spring up on every mste nlace, and with their
feathery arms cover nevrly everything, le-ving places for wild lark-
spurs and lupins, and 1 low sized bulrushy sunflower, - with other
articles too numerous to mention, as E«Tfon might say, to fill ou®
the picturs.

Of our politics, vou can kno but little unless by regular
perusal of our papers, and indeed I mijht lo~ve "unless" out of tho
last sentence. Our partiss are well delinsd and instinctively the
negative and positive the nrogressive anc retrogressive, ths Radical
and Tory, Clear 5rit and corruptionist arc toking their respective
places, and regerding one nnother as drngerous to the commonwealth as
ever. But the great l-ck still is a st-tesm~n on either side; or a
man capable of bringing cxisting svils dovn to the people to deal
directly with them. Ye have reallr not even =~ second rate politicinn
on the Island, tht has mads bin voice he~rd  Let me state in a few
words how we are placed. We have = Governor like vou and a Council
not liks vou, for ours is irresponsible. It is composed of Atty.Genl.
Surveyor Genl. Treas. Col. Secy. Chief Justice and two or three others,
who can negntive anythiny done in the Assawbly. The Assembly nis-
represents the Island, becausc 5/6 of the donul-tion are represented
by four members and 1/6 by 19, most of “hom com: from nztty pocket
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boroughs vhere they poll 6, &, 19 or 14 votes. The rich F.R. Co.
settlers, being at leisure can easily work their way into the honse
and obstruct everything like prozressive reform, We have but one
lavyer in the Lover Fouse, and one in the Upner. The Upper one is

2 rogue with just enough cunning to know it, the Lower one is a
fossilized flabbergasted incapible, and doesn't know it. You your-
self know (or you ought to, for J.W.H.W, ssgr, ventilated the sub-
Ject at one of our junketings in the domicils of the patient pat-
riarch of the Land of Uz;) that colonics ars and must be largely
dependent on the Legal profession for its politicians  Now Victoria
has seven lawyers - I think - and out of the whole seven there is

not one - positively not one, to whom I would entrust the interests
of a constituency, nor ths draft of a single statute of any import-
ancs. They are all from England, and b.inz in possession of an
exclusive right to practice, - given to them by 2 kind providence as
2 sort of recompense for a deorivation of =bility - they religiously
preserve it. It is in vain that thcir champion the Attl. Genl. -

the most passable one among them, has mnde ~n abominable botch of
incorporating the city, thot he has left the council without power

to collect *ix» taxes, or pay the half-combleted contracts, that he
has incorporated the land but not the residents, and that the Chief
Justice has declared the Act ~bsurd. While the whole city almost
stinks for want of regulation, and in the rainy scason the people in
the ravine had to leave their houses submerged, for ant of = council
order to e¢xpend a few dollars, these incapnbles who are at ths bottom
of it all have succeeded in defeating the bill for the admission of
Coloriial Barristers to practice in our Courts. It passed both Houses,
tut the Atty. Genl. protested on some technicality and the Governor
withheld his assent until the arrival of our new Judge, who is
supposed to be waiting in Englond for us to oass the Civil List.

Sept. 21st, 18564

Cur Fovernor is a gentleman, Irish, and from ths North. Lot
friend Dugan draw the inferonce  Our Spesicer H. of A, is not quite
2 gentleman, Scotch and beslongs to the H.7.,Ce. Nothing to infer.
Our Mayor is a Falstaffian butcher, English, represents grog influence.
That is infarence enough.

Cur Sovernor at a public dinner in a Belfast complimsnt allud-
ed to the results of the nine months incubstion ("setting® the Mavor
wovld say) of the House, and hoped etc. etc. Cur Speaker retorted
cannily that birds hastily hatched were i1l developed. Our dMayor
responded that 2ggs too long sat on became ~ddled.

_ I forward these three nuggets. TFrom diggings like Sooke they

comz and bring with them a hope that therc be mors of the same behind.
You may apply any or all of them to this lonz delayed, unconnected
letter

The Barrie - - ncwsnaper informed nc that you were about
going to Europe and I became inattentive until my leisure was gone.
Now I must close in a hurry.
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Befora ‘mailing let me say thot CwéiBbo hns bssn a failure for
this season. "o new strikes, old claims un:orked, waiting for the
- complstion of the Bedrock DIrain, businsss stagnant, msrchants over-
 stocked, hands idle These are thz facts an® ~ drovas of broken men
are returning. Wow our Island vill 3ot such a prospecting as it nesver
had. Now all foreign timber and lumb.r vecssels are rushing to us for
cargoes, as there is A new order on the Amurican side, prohibiting all
foreign bottoms from going further than the custom house at Port Angeles.
And so ve go up, up, up, nd to-morrow we'!ll ge down, dovm, down, with
nothing at » fixed price but whiskey =nd town lots, at a low price but
potatoes, nothing very high but flour and wheat, %12 bbl, and 4 cts 1b.
We have still 2 dry ple~sant Autumn =né our few farms give a good report.
Our Indians have beesn troublesoms and are about to be punished. They
are a brutish set. From wou, whe in the love of Nature holds communion
with its visible forms, I shall oxoect ~n answer in vour leisure hours,
2fter the fall goods are marked ~nd advertised, and Bradford grows
lively ith customers. You =7ill be abl: to toll me something more of
the federation project than I havse ¥t henrd from all the Globes., How
does the Minister frorm Simcoe laan, o7 ¢ n vou bslicve him after that
"lio of his last session, about e3ue's lectur..,

Leave us » chonec to join our clnim when ths time comes,

Remember me to the ™seve John %.0., %.H.P., and the remaining
members of the R,L. » D, Club. And so s~ying, vith kindest wishes,

I am, rour friend,

(Szd.) Jro. ™. Dissette

PUBLICATIONS CRTATNABLE FROM THES PROVIICIAL ARCHIVSS

A. _BNOI® SERIZS

# IT Minutes of the Council of Vanconvor Isl-nd. Commencing Aug.
30th, 1251, nnd torminating --ith the prorogation of the House
of Assembly, February Sth, 1651, #dited by 2.0.S. Scholefield.
93 pp. King's Printor, Vietovi-, B 5., 1718,

Buckray bound %1.50
Prsr bound 1,00

# III Minutes of tho House of Assemblw of Vancouvar Islnnd,
August 12th, 1858, to Seote-hoer 25th, 1758, Edited by E.0.S.
Scholafiald, 7% op, Ying's Printor, Victorin, ™.C., 1918,
Jue!ram bound 1.50
P-oper bound 1.9

# IV  House of Assembly Corresnondence ook, August 12th, 1855 to
July éth, 159, Idited hy 1.0.5, Scholeficld, 62 pp. King's
Printer, Victoria, 3 7., 1718,
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# TV (contd.) " Buckram bound 41,50
Paner bound 1.00

# X The Journal of John Work, January to October, 1835.
By Henry Drummond Dee, 98 pp., XKing's Printer, Victcria,
1946. Paner bound 1.50

B, ANNUAL REPORTS, British Columbis Historical Association
First 1923 34 pp.. %2.50 Third 1925 &6 pp. $2.00
Second 1924 45 pp. 2,50 TFourth 1929 &4 pp., 2.00

C. BRITISH COLUMPIA HERITAGE SERIES

Series I: Our Native Peoples
Vol.1l Introduction to Our

Native Paoples C.50¢ Vol. 7 Keakiutl .60¢
2. Coast S~lish .6N¢ 8 Xootenny - W60¢g
3. Interior Salish .O0¢ 3 Dene .50¢
4. Haida .H0¢ 10 Bella Coola .60¢
5. Nootka 6% ‘
6. Tsimshian .60¢g
Series II: Qur Pioneers

Vol. I Queen Charlotte Islands $1.00

D. MISCELLANEQUS

1. British Columbin, Legislative Council. Debate on the Subject
of Confederation with Canada (reprinted from the Government
Gazette Extraordinary of March, 1870) Victoria, 1912, 112 pp.

$5.00

2. T.V, Longstaff, Esquimalt Hoval Base: a history of its work
and its defences, Victorin, 1941. 179 pp. Illus. % 3.00

3. ==-=-- Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, B.C.: a short history.
Victorin, 1951. 23 pp., illvs, $1.00

bo ----  HM,C.S. Maden Naval Barracs: 2 history of its works,
senior of’icers and ships. Victorin, 1957. 68 pp. #2,70

N.B. ™lease do not send »ayment vith orders as the supply in some
instances is limited. Material rcquosted ill be invoiced as mailed.

The next issuc of the News -rill cover the Convention in
Victorin: and one morc gentle remincer -~ plexse help the hosting
Society with as much advance notice as »ossible.





