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The Convention of the Association held this year in Victoria
was an extremely interesting ancd well organized event, and the Victoria
Branch may stand and take a bow for their efforts. There was little
spare time for many of us to do any browsing around the city on our
own, Some events may be termed routine, which encompassed the business
of the Association, but the Maritime 'usevm, the Centennial Square
film and the bus tour of o0ld homes in Victoria are worthy of extra
mention. A tribute must also go to the weatherman who gave us a week-
end of sunny,breezy, early summer weather. The two major addresses
given to the Convention, first by lirs Jordon, the President, at the
Annual General Meeting on the subject "Florence Baillie-Grohman - her
unpublished manuscrlot" and secondly by Mr Clifford Wilson on "Robert
Campbell, the foraotten explorer", at the Banouet, will be published
in their entirety, one in this and one in the next issue. It was
our pleasure to have with us at the Banquet the three students who
won the major awards in the B.C. Historical Association Centennial
 Scholarship Contest We have now in our jossession all the essays
entered in the competition, and many will find their way into forth-
coming issues of the News. A year ago I was beating the weeds for
material for the News, but now I hsve 2 nice cosy back-log to draw on.
The Annual Reports of the branch societies under Notes and Comments
will not apvear in this issue, havinz been covered in past issues,
Unreported events will be added to the resorts in the Fall issue.
However, if any society has becn overlooked or slighted, please let
me know so that it may be rectified or a snitable penance carried
out. Suggestion = a walk from Vancouver to New Westminster with my
shoes full of peas. (Mav I boil them first?)

We wish all members a pleasant summer and happy holidays, and
if you're driving pleass drive safely. ¥e want to see all of you next
season, and it is unlawf1l to litter the hishways.

- ew e e = wm wm me

The following are the minutes of all meetings as recorded by
the Secretary, but h=ve not been ratified for adoption.

Minutes of Third Council meeting {ur 1957-48 of the B.C. Historical
Association, held in Victoria, May 24th, 19568 at 9,00 a.m.

Present: Mrs Jordon, President; Ir Brammall, Vice-President; Mr New,
Mr and Mrs G, Bowes; Col. Andrews; *r l"ash; Mr Schon; Mr Ireland; Mr
Yandle.
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Minutes of Council feeting of November 19th, 1967 were read and
adopted on motion.

Arising from the minutes, I'r Ireland reported that the Quarterly
was well under way and an issue conld be expected in June or July 1968.

The Centennial Schol~rship results were read from the report
by Mr John Gibbard (Chairman of Scholarship Committee) and were as
follows:

University Section: iliss Jacqueline Xennedy of New Westminster (U.B.C.)
- $250,70. "New Westminster, 18561-1869, a Disappointed
Metropolis"

Secondary School Section: Joint winners i7iss Sandy McLeod of Ganges =
#125,00. "The Caldwell Tamilv of Saltsoring Island", and
Kr J. Rodericl Grierson of Vancouver - %125,00. "There Be of
Them that have Left a Name Behind Them",

Regional Section: Tive prizes of %50,00 eacl.
Region 1. Jody Whittaker, Cowichan. "The Cowichan Indian Tribe
of Vancouver Island."

Region 2. ™ichnel Mobinson, Vancouver, "Rose Skuki".

Region 3. Dorothy Affleck, Haney. "The Doukhohors of B.C.".
Region 4. Carole !'c”ay, Keremeos, "Caotain Jeorge Vancouver."
Rezion 5. Donnz "esser, Chase "The Shuswan Indians of Yester-

day and Today",

Prize money in the Megional Section was donated by the B.C,
Cocial Studies Teachers' P.S.A,

The Secretary renorted that the three major winners had been
invited to attend the Banquet on Saturdsy evening, when the President
would present their orizes; a oress release had been given to Mr
Bruce Ramsey of the Vancouver Province, to apvear in Monday's edition.
Council further instructed the Secretnry to write to the principals
of schools concerned in the Regional Section, enclosing the %50,00
cheques for the winners,

Council went on record that all essays in the Competition were
the property of the Association, along with the right to publish all
or any at the discretion of the editor.

Mr Ireland thousht that some of the submissions might be
considered for inclusion in future issues of the Quarterly.

Moved New Seconded Nash That the Treasurer be instructed to dis-
burse the prize money from the Gener-l I'inds, and issue the approp-
riate cheques. - Carried.

The Treasurer reported that donations totalling 375,00 had
been made to the Scholarship Fund, and a pledge of $190,00 to come
would bring the total to %475.10,
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Mrs Jordon reported that her request to Mr L.J. Wallace asking
for consideration to publish the series "Founders of B.C." had been
refused. Reason given was that it was not financially possible at
this time,

Mr Ireland asked Council's consideration to make facsimile
reprints of back issues of the Quarterly. There would be no cost
to the Association; they would sell at approximately %5.00 per
volume. After discussion it was lioved New, Seconded Brammall,
That the Association give approval in principle to reprints of the
Quarterly. - Carried.

Moved New, Seconded Nash That the Secretary write a letter
of condolence to Mrs Folmes on the death of her husband, Major
Holmes - a founding member of the Victoria Branch. - Carried.

There was some discussion on the site for next ysar's con-
vention. Tt was suggested that it be recommended to the General
Meeting to consider Alberni or Nanaimo. It was the general opinion
of Council that it vould boost the interest in the smaller centres.

Re Captain Vancouver painting oresented to the Association by
Dr_Patterson. !Mr New stoted that he had approached Col. Symons
some time ago with a sutgestion th-t it be displayed in the Victoria
Maritime Museum as it was lying in storage in the basement of the
Vancouver Maritime i'useum and the plague had been stolen. This
offer had been accented with thanks I'r 3oves thought it would be
of more benefit at this time to Vancouver as the opening of the
new miseum, combined with the proposed replica of the "Discovery”
weuld make a worth while display.  }Hoved Yandle Seconded Bowes That
the picture be on loan to the Victoria Maritime Museum for the
current museum season. - C-rried. Vancouver Maritime Museum was to
be asked to crate the picture and Col., Andrews will arrange trans-
portation to Victoria. MNr Brammall to make the arrangements and ask
the Vancouver Maritime Museum to replace the missing plaque.

The present officers indicated that they would continue for
the season 1908-59 if required by Council.

lMrs Dalzell, recipient of a Koerner Foundation grant through
the Association, has published her book on the Queen Charlotte
Islands; it vent on sale May 21lst at 412.00 plus tax per copy.

Meeting adjourned on motion at 1.00 p.m.

Anrumal General Meeting of the B.C. Historical Association, held in
Victoria, May 25th, 1958 at 10,00 a.m.

The meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs Jordon,
with the reading of the minutes of the meeting held in Williams ILake,
May 27th, 1967. 1lloved Yandle, Seconded lew That the minute: be
adopted as read. - Carried.
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Treasurer's Report was read by Mrs Bowes, Cash on hand in
General Fund ~ 41,933,10, Receipnts - %568.15 - to make a total
of $2601,25., Disbursements 447,57, leaving cash in General Fund

- as of April 30th, 1958 - $2,113,58. Publication ~ $2,428.15.

Drury Fund - $75.00. Total cash on hand Avril 30th, 1968 $4516.83,
Moved Mrs Bowes, Seconded Leeming = That report be accepted., -
Carried,

The Secretary revorted that the normal duties of his cifice
had been carried out 2nd reports from the Centennial Scholarskip
Fund had been attended to according to the recommendation of the
Chairran, Mr Gibbard., 411 arrangsments had been made for the announcc -
ment of the winners at the Banquet on Saturday night, which would
be made by the President. An advance oress release had been
forwarded to the Vancouver Province. The Secretary wished atv this
time to thank Mr Gibbard for his co-operation and comnilation of
the final reoort,

As editor, the Secrstary had acanired the necessary equipment
to produce the .7, Historical News and so far two issues had been
oroduced and circulated to ths wvarious societies, along with c-m-
nlimentary copies to non-member organizations The costs cf
producing the News had been cut to a minimum and it was running
o oporoximately 124 cents per copy, all inclusive. This w.s
using present available funds of 50¢ rer member and leaving ncthing
for other .ecretarial ex)enses

The President thanked the judges who had worked or th: sub-
missions to the Contennial Scholarshin competition., In the Universi--
saction they were !r Douglas Cole, Deot., of History, Simon lrasc
University, Mr ¥illard Ireland, Provincial Archivist a:d Librarian,
and Professor Neil Sutherland, Taculty of Zcucntion, University of
7.0, From the High School Section they were Hr H, R, Brammall of
the B.C. Historical Association, Mir 3ruce Ramsey of the Vancouver
Provincs and Mr W.D N, Sagze of the Social Studies Teachers!
Provincial Snecialists Associsation.

A resolution “ror the Native Sons of ®,C., was rezd, dealing
with th2 preservetion and orotection of artifacts and archaeologicsl
sites in ®,C, 1In the discussion Mr Ireland stated that tlere was
an act alreadr in force in this Province, but the authorivies found
it virtually impossible to put it into effect. In the matter of
totem poles and Indian artifacts, most of these were on res.rvations
and 28 such come under the jurisfiction of the Federal Government
and therefore are not subject to Provincial regulations. ¥r Ireland
stated that the vrovince has no wowers covsring ourchasz of relics
boushi to be exnorted. In his ovn densrtment he had found it wise
to gire as little publicity as nossible to new finds,.so as to lkuep
the general public from molesting such sites. Jioved Col. Andrevs,
Snconded Awmack - That the Presicdent be empovered to refer %h:is
matter to someone of her choice for further study. - Carried.
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Pegarding the suggestion in the rider to the resolution of
volunteer wardens it was moved Iirs Turnbull, Scconded Leeming
That we are in favour of volunteer wardens., - Carried.

The site of next year's Convention vas pronosed by Council
to be either Alberni or Tanaimo. IDoth societies felt that they
counld not at this time undertale snel a venture, but would start
preparations now for a future convention, Several sites were
suggested, including the nroposal of a joint convention with
the Okanagan Fistorical Societv. As nothing was resolved the
matter was left to Council to male 2 cdecision.

It was moved ilew, seconded Stevenson, That the Association
consider raising an assessment to cover the cost of the News. The
Secretary and Mr Brammall both felt thet the financial situation
of the Association at tliis time vas not serious, and that it should
be the aim of the Association to zive the affiliated societics some-
thing for their membership vithont taxing the members at this time.
Mr Ireland said that his Departrment :onld assist the News by supoly~
ing stencils and papsr. 1In view of the discussion the mover and
seconder withdrew their motion.

Arising from discussion Council wasg empowsred to set a price
for individual cooics of the News.

The President thanked *rs Yandle for the work she had done in
typing and assistance in nroducing the Me'rs.

Reports on thz activitics of the Sociaties were glven by the
respective secretaries, with the cxe: tion of Burnaby which had no
report.

Arising from the reports there was a rosolution from East
Kootenay dealing with the petroglynhs near Cranbrook,

- " Thereag tha netrozlvphs near Cranbrook renresent
one of the Ffew 'noun sites of ancicnt roc!s earvings
in the interior of British Colum ia, and whersas
some vandalism has occurred at the site, Therefors
be it resolved that the ™,0. Historical Association
go on record as rscommunding thet a suitable fence
be constructsd to proteet the >etroglyphs south of
Cranbrook, ™,C,"

Moved Awmncl, Ssconded Bra uwacll that Council be empowered to
deal with this matter. - Carried,

Ur Brammall nroposed 2 vote of thanks to the Victoria Branch
for its splendid arrangements and conduct of the Convention
proceedings, vhich was unanimouslv cndorsed by the Meeting,

Meeting ad journed on motion at 1,77 p.m.



Minmates of First Council meeting of the 1958-69 season of the
B.C. Historical Association, held in Victoria, May 25th, 1968 at
2.30 p,m.

Present: Mrs Jordon (President); Mr R. Brammall (Vice~President);
¥rs G. Bowes (Treasurer); Mr D, New (Past President); Mr P, Yandle
(Secratary «1d Editor); Col, G.S. Andrews (Exec. member); Mr H.B.
Nash (Exec. member); Delegates: Mr Schon (Nanaimo); Mr Bowes
(Vancouver); Mise Johne 'n (Trail),

The first order of business was the election of officers for
the ensuing year, and all officers for the .past year were re-elected
by acclsmation,

lr Bowes considered that our money could be held in available
securities bearing considerably better interest rate than at present.
lioved -New, Seconted Yandle that the Treasurer be given authority to
invest in a True Savings . - sunt surplus monics as she sees fit, -
Carried.

I'ne Council was unanimous that the Secretary be given a petty
cacgh account in the amount of %25,00 and that he be reimbursed for
out of pocket expenses incurred as Secretary and Editor,

lfoved Yandle, scconded Andrews that the Drury Fund of $75.00
be trancierred to the General Funds for use in publishing the B.C.
Histcrical News, - Carried.

Col. Andrews to get information from Mr Ireland regarding
supplies offered to the Association to publish the News.

The Eiitor stated that requests for copies of the News to
cate liad been supplied to interested parties, non-members, on the
basis of a subscription paid to the society of their area of
residence. There are on hand a number of requests outside of the
Provinece, snd it was Moved Bowes, seconded Schon that copies of the
News could be .sold outside the area of any society at 41.00 per
copy nor $2.N0 per vear, Monies to go to the General Fund of the
Assceiastion, = Carried,

The- Secretary to write to the Native Sons concurring in their
resoluiion, ard thet the General Meeting of the Convention whole-
Lhesrsediv supported the idea of voluntary wardens, and also
supported in principle their action in this regard.

Regacrding the matter of the petroglyphs near Cranbrook, Mr
Schon felt that the Provincial Parks Board would take care of this
if approached. A similar situation at Nanaimo had been fenced by
them. It was the decision of Council that Mrs Jordon take the matter
in hand. - .

Discussion dealing with the site of the next convention failed
to prcduce a positive solution to the problem. Moved Brammall,
secuniad Andrews that lirs Bowes offer to approach the Okanagan
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Historical Sociesty be accepted, to find out if there 1s a possibility
of holding a joint convention next year.

Meeting adjourned on motion at 3,30 p.m.

- e em o o e wm we

Presidential Address given by lrs llebel E, Jordon, President,
British Columbia Historical Association, at Viectoria, B.C. on
May 25th, 1968,

FLORENCE BAILLIE-GROHMAN - HER UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT

My address today is not designed to be the exacting historical
paper usually delivered as a presidential address, and for this
reason I hope it won't be a disapnointiment. Being a special year
for the city of Victoria it seemed anoropriate to choose a subject
related in some way to this city, but to find something new or
different in or about Victoria where you have so many historians
constantly digging into the past was something of a problem. As
well as Victoria I wished to include in some way something about
East Kootensy since it is not unusual for a oresident to speak
about the area which he or she renresents. My subject includes
both places.

This talk is different in the sense that I shall be reading
some selected excerpts from the unnublished manuscript mentioned in
the title of this address, but first I should say something about
the author.

On one of my former visits to Sngland I had occasion to call
on a2 very distinguished gentleman whose birthplace is Victoria; the
year 1888, His name is Vice-Admiral H.T., Baillie-Grohman, C.B., D.S.0.,
0.B.E., retired from the Royal Navy. He then gave to mc a copy of
this manuscript written by his mother, Florence Baillie-Grohman,
titled "British Columbia", and as late as a month ago when I met
him again he informed me that this had not been published.

Florence lived for several years in Victoria, from 1887 to
1794, coming here as a bride. FHer husbind, William Adolph Baillie-
Grohman, has gone dorm in historv because of his nroject in the
Kootenays which was one of building a canal and lock to divert
water from the ¥ootenay River into the Columbia for reclamation
purposes, but his wife is little he~rd of. During her six years
residence in British Columbia this woung woman twice journeyed back
to England and also spent a summer with her husband at the canal works.
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At the time that nart of the interior of the orovince was jvst a
wilderness, and ladies with any degree of rank seldom ventured so
far from civilization. She writes at some length of having to
rougn it in the bush, without the servants she was accustomed to
having; ye® she was able to see the lighter side of life and adapted
herself to almost any condition, as vou will learn later.

She was born Florence Fickalls in 1861, the eldest of a
rarily of twelve., Her father vas a very popular Master of Hounds and
consequently she became an expert horscroman. The father had an
interesting link with America in the 18560's in Chicago. He was
involved in some way with the Pony Exmwress mail carriers but it was
unprofitable for him. However, because of the knowledge he had
acquired regarding transport=tion and the uncoming railroads he
accurmlated some stocks and shares and made a fortune on the shtock
market, then returned to Englnnd.

This manuscript of Tlorence's was written in England in 1932.
csleven years after the death of her husband. She was then sixty-one
years of age and was obviously reminiscing on her experiences and
‘frlerds in British Coiumbia. If some of the dates she menbtions are
117 enbirely accurste it is of no real consequence herc today. Tle
rmanuscrind comprises fifty foolscan pages.

This was not her first attemnt at writing. Her husbasnd had
had scveral books and numerous articles published, probably one of
5he best knovm here is his "Fifteen Years of Sport & Life in Western
Ameri~a & British Columbia®, At the end of this book is a chapter
cy Florznce dealing with the servant nroblem in Victoria as she
rfouid 15 when she lived here. Years later she assisted her husband
7ith a major work, that of editinz "The Master of Game" irom Chaucer's
tnglish into a modern version and her name appears as co-editor.
the treface was written by President Theodore Roossvelt cf tho
"aited States, a fellow sportsman and friend of Baillie~Grohmsn.

Florence vwas also an artist of consiferable talent. She
ztadfad with the Slade School of Art, and painted in the art gallerics
“n Dresden, Germany,

I shall now read from her manuscrint some of her cbservatvions
and experiences of life in "British Columbia" beginring in 1837. Many
of the names she mentions will be familiar to some of you I am sure:

3he vrites:

"I think British Columbia vas one of ny hanniest exveriences.
“efore going into any details I must say that I liked the people,
the 1ife, and the country. ¥y mother hacd been dreadfully upset about
my going out West, but I am sure that if she had been younger, it
was exactlv what she would have enjoyed: beautiful scenery, which
uas nzver monotonous; all kinds of pneople, all very hospitable and
friendly, and a lovely climate.
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We arrivcd there in June. (1887). I think it was ihe year
that the Canadian Pacific was opened: the cars were not yet in good
running order, and (en route) we did nch catch un with the restaurant
car, so between Caigary and Field we were nearly one whole day with-
out a meal, the breakfast eventuqllv arriving rather late ab night!
Luckily as a wedding present T had a very nice lunchcon basket which
had been very woll~f111ed anﬁ so for the two starvation days I was
able to feed not only ourselves, but other veople in the sane cc,
one of them being Sir Joseoh Trutch, agent for the Dominion in British
Columbia. Through the luncheon bas 1fe’c, we became fast frierds.

Arriving in whalt is row Vancouver, we found the smoking ruins
of what had been a little log eacampment for the workems of the C.P.R.
ard the depot man The only sign of habitation now was a few tenis
erected, but we passed straight from the %train ca to “he chip which
was to take us across to Vietoria. I think it wms about fifiteen or
sixteen months later that I returned to Vancouver with a party on
H.M.S. Caroline (the Cantain was Sir Charles Hiseman) to attend a ball
on the opening of the first hotel in Vancouver. In that fifteen months
large buiidings had been crected; an hotel had becen built with 500 bed-
rooms; a theatre was goilng up; electric trams were runnirng; ard electric
light poles were everyihere, but still the roasds wer-~ very muddy. As
one passed along a street, one saw a big building with shops and offices,
then burnt logs, then trees, and another big building - just the elements
of the large town that was to be.

Arriving in Victor.a we went to the Driard Hotel, then run - I
think ~ by a Frénchman and Epg’ ishman in parbnership, and T h=d my
first experience of Chinese servants. As my husband -ms going upcountry
T could not very well stay at the Driard, as a good deal cf drinking
went on there in the evening - the Trenchman ‘as supposed o have the
best wine in Victoria., We hunted about Tor rooms, and went for a
short time to a liltle bungalov opvositc the Cathedral, owned by a
Mrs Howard., She was a widow, and a pretty daughber Jivw~d wilh her.
They 23y roome to batchelors., This place I found woald nc% do very
well either, as I felt the three or four men 1living there would
rather have it to themselves. There were the Chief Commissicner of
Lands and Works (Mr Vetno" - an Irishman); Mr Dpummord, a widower,
ard Marmaduke Pike., His brother Warburton, s thea away on A spo"tw
ing trip, and we Lad hls rocm. There was also Ted Borill, a great
character in Victoria in those days, and secrefbary to Sir Jeseph
Trutch. We heard thera was a widow and her daurhter livirg alone in
the bungalow nex: doori and we thought ghb surely had more rcong
than she wapted! After a little persuision she concerted o give us
two rooms, and to let me stay here vhile my husband =2t up vo the
Xootenay country, which was then a good four or five days: journey,
so I packed into there, ind after two or three weeks' strenuovs work
in she various offices in Vietoria =y husband uvent off to Kooienay,
intending to come back in a couple of months. Meatwhile L had made
friends with several cf the inhabiteonts already =% Sir Jeséoh Tirutch's
house, wherz w2 had dined. I met Mr Rovill's sistrl, afterwards Mrs
Butl, ard his brother- also his moilher who although she was 85; had
just done a irip arcurd the world, going to Ceylca to s~s ore son
and coming on to sze the other in Victoria. A truly wonderful cld
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lady! Then there was Mrs Langley nee Fisher, one of the prettiest
little women I have ever seen, looking sweet in a bonnet, and a man
who was farming in !anchausan." (iletchosin?)

_ "Soon people began to call on me at Mrs Doan's, and some of
these people have remained my lasting friends. There was the family
of the Tyrwhitt-Drakes, as sporting a family in British Columbisa as
their relations and ancestors had been in England; Judge Gray's wife;
the Creasys, and the Pembertons and many others.

My husband had arranged for me to take a hcrce from Barnard's
livery stable, so that I could ride, which I did nearly every day.
It was a very nice little Mexican nag, which was "bridle wise" I
was told. Not knowing what this meant at first, I was surprised
when T pulled my reins, he would dig his feet in and stop so suddenly
thet I nearly shot over his head. Were the ends of the reins thrown
over to the right, he moved to the left, and vice versa. When I
once knew this, it was all right, but it nearly cost me a couple of
falls before I found oub what was meant by "bridle wise". Wr.
Bovill very kindly escorted me on some of these rides until some old
lady suggested it might be injudicious as my husband was away, so I
asked if she thought it would be better if I rc’z alone, to which.
she replied: “You could not possibly do that!"™ So I said: "Now Mrs
Gray, why don't you come with me?" However, I did not ride very
much longer

Mrs Doan was quite a character. She was nct at all popular in
Victoria as she was whnt people would vulgarly call "nc class" but she
had had a romantic life.  She was ore of cighteen children of Irish
parents who had emigrated to Australia in the early days. One of
her brothers had come to California in the gold rush, and had struck
it rich, and had written home to knov if one of his sisters could
not come and keep house for him, so she persuaded her father to let
her come over to San Francisco, she being then not quite 18. Captain
Doan was the cawntain of the schooner in which she sailed from
Australia to San Francisco, and having arrived there she found no
brother to meet her, but her brother's friend who said the brother
had been killed at a card affray, but he had zob two bags of gold .
dust for her which he handed over. While considering what to do,
her fate was settled for her by Captain Doan proposing to marry
her. From that time she travelled about in the schooner all up and
down the coast of North and South America., She did the journey
from San Francisco to Halifax and back again, twice. I think she
said it was in the '58 or 59 that vhen at San Francisco her
husband heard that there had been a gold rush at Victoria, and
thought he would sail up and do some trading. ¥When he landed in
Victoria there were thousands of miners encamped. The Hulson Bay
fort was still surrounded by its wooden walls, and houses were
going up in every direction. Mr Yates came to meet her husband,
and they went to stay with him. I mention this as there 1is a street
now in Victoria called Yates Street. The Doans were so delighted
with the greenness and the rich look of the country, that old Doan
put some money into town lots =and bought other proper®y there. He
seems ©o have retired from the schooner, lived there for a few years,
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and then died. Mrs Doan had one son who was in a Bank in New Wast-
minster, and one daughter who was living with her. She %new the
history of everyone in the town, and very soon I knew the origin of
most of the families = as known by Mrs Doan! She would sometimes

say of someone, with a sneer, perhaps a smart lady then in society:
"Who is she? Why her father had only got a second rate schooner. Of
course it was easy for her to marry her man because there were so few
white women here then." There were two or three who seemed to have
come up on schooners besides lirs Doan. There were many too, whom

she knew had Indian forbears

Until the railway was bullt, the only communication with
British Columbia had been, first around the Horn, or alternatively
the Isthmus of Panama. My old friend Mrs. Tyrwhitt-Drake, on her
firet journey out, had come round the Horn, and when she wen® home
with her eldest dnughter, to see her friends in England and Scotland,
she carried her daughter in front of her on a mule across the Isthmus
of Panama

It was most interesting to hear all these old tales, and my
husband was especially interested in all that had happened in the
early days. Mr Tyrwhitt-Drake he knew would be full of information
about those times, but he told me he was very close and would never
say anything. I found, however, that he talked most freely to me
about events. I think when he was asked quectionz in the eager way
my husband was apt to interrogate, having = legnl mind, he felt he
was being cross-examined, and cautiously would not give himself
away. He told me one day when I ased him why he would nob tell my
husband anything, that he always wondered what was bchind it!

Great annoyance had been caused by = man who also wanted information
about the old days. He had been there some years praviously, with
the intention of publishing 2 book% on the history of British Columbia,
and had got 2ll kinds of valuable papers from Chief Justice Matthew
Begbie and others in Victoria, promising to retnrn them, but he had
never done so., As Sir Matthew s=id: "That rascal ha. sbtolen all the
papers which ought to be in our archives." Everyone had been
induced to subscribe to these volumes as they came out, and these
were being shot at them one aftor the other. I think my husband,
following on with eager questions ~fter this, did not ret the
results he had hoped for, although I obtained a gooé deal in
pleasant gossip!

To return to the Doans, !'iss Doan was subject w0 hyclterical
epileptic fits, and one day when talking to me hadé had one; mean-
while Mrs Doan had gone to bed with broachitis, and I tried %o
look after them both. Their Chin~man left, savinz that Miss Doan
had got the devil, nnd no other Chinam~n could be induced to come,
so I did the cookinz and looled after the invalids as best I could.
After the doctor hod paid one or two visits, he said I could not go
on doing this and T had better leave. I replied that I could not
possibly leave the woman alone, and should not know where %o go
until my husband came down. However, ¥illie returned in a few weeks,
and then we set out to look for a more permanent residence. The
first place we went to was on the Zsanimalt road, a house belonging
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to Colonel Holmes. He greeted us with great cordiality, and pull-
ing a card out of his pocket said (to me): "I had the pleasure of -
meeting your father at our mess in Toronto some years ago and he
invited me to go and stgy with him in Surrey." We did not take the
house as it was too large for us, but we took one on the straight
road between the Gaol and the towm, belonging to a Mr Tighe. It
was 2 small red brick bungalow with two bow windows, each side of
the front door, and a bow window looking out at the side on to a
small garden. There were two sitting rooms, a bedroom, and two
little dressing rooms, a kitchen, and = Chinaman's room, and there
was a field behind for the pony. This suited us very well, and as
HUrs Tighe was leaving for a trin to Eurone, she asked me if I would
take on her Chinaman, a boy of 18, which I did, and never regretted
it. When engaging him, I asled if he could cook. To my surprise he
walked to the corner of the room, -ut himself in the corner in fact,
back to me, and ro=red with laughter, then said: "Oh! what do you
think? Of course I can cook." [ot knowing the ways of Chinamen,
this amused me very much; in fact he alwnys did amuse me. He was
quite frank in his opinions of evervbody, and was full of gossip.

IT T had listened to him, he would have gossiped all day long, and
I should have known the history of every man in Chinatown, and every
woman out of it, so I was rather surorised later on when one of the
older inhabitants of Victoria - she had kent house there for 30 or
40 years - informed me that it wns so nice having Chinamen, as they
never gossiped, and nothing that went on in vour house éver went

out of it! How mistaken the poor lady was, for my Gee would even
tell me how many times one of her daughters had tried to get married,
and had just missed it, and the names of all the fortunate Naval
Lieutenants and Commanders who had eseaped! He certainly could
cook, and was extrenely clean. He asked me who was boss in the
house, and I said: "I boss you, and Fr Grohman bosses me." To this
he assented, but when my husband wished to give him any orders, he
used to come and ask me if he should obey them!

Gee was the only Chinamen I have ever seen on a horse, and
when he went out on the o0ld white nony that his former master had °
left in our stable, it was truly a sight to behold The first time
I saw him he w=s carrying a huge bundle in one hand, and the reins
and his hat in the other, his pigtail floating in the wind as the
0ld pony ambled into toun.

It was in this house that wmy boy was born, in Jamuary, I had
been trying for some time to get a good monthly nurse, but those
who appeared in answer to my encuiries were so dreadful that I really
could not have had them in my room, so I bethought me of a faithful
old servant of one of my Kentish aunts, who, after my aunt's death,
had been through Queen Charlotte'!s Hospital, and was now monthly
nursing in London. I cabled to her asking if she would come out,
mentioning the wages, and s~yving she must stop two years and should
start at once., It was a great relief when I received a reply cable
that she was starting in a few wecks! time, and she arrived a fort-
night before the baby. I do not think I should have survived had
she not come, as the doctor who attended me infected me with
puerperal fever, and at one time they did not think they would see
me through, and they had to cable home that I was dangerously ill.
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However, my good constitution took me through. The doctor afterwards
told me he never expected I should live: he had had thirteen cases

in the last few months, and only I and one other had lived. I was
too ignorant at the time to know that he had no business to have
attended me under these circumstances. This doctor, who had a great
. reputation there as a surgeon, was always sober, and the other two
to whom I might have gone, were apt to be anything but sober in the
afternoon. A few ycars later he went to Europe for a couple of yesrs,
visiting the hospitals in Vienna, Berlin, and London, and on his
return T asked him if he had learnt -uch that was new, and he said
that having been there now and seen everything, he wondered he had
not killed more people than he had!

The Chinaman was greatly disturbed by nurse's presence: he
did not like her quiet, solemn ways, and said she had the evil eye.
As soon as she went into the ':itchen to get something, he turned his
back on her. He was very anxious for me to engage a Chinese woman,
who would know how to wrap the baby up properly - in white flannel,
instead of all these white clothes.

During my illness, I had found the bed most fearfully uncom-
fortable, and although I do not remember, I suppose I complained about
it very much as I lay tossing in fever. One day I said to nurse:

MPhe bed is much more comfortable than it was. Have you done anything
to 1t?" and she looking rather surorised, replied: "Don't you remember
we changed it ma!'am?" Then she told me thnat vhen iirs Drake heard me
complaining about my bed, she had sent round a nice new spring matt-
ress, Aftepwards I heard that her husband had given her this matt-
ress that very Christmas, and she had ncver had a spring mattress
before in British Columbia. Such was the kindness of Mrs Drake, and
in fact the whole family, all the time I was out there. I received

so much hospitality nnd such kindness from so many people while in
British Columbia, that as I have snif before, it was one of the .
happlest times of my life. I could never understard a lot of °
Englishwomen going out and saying, ~s they did, that they did not~
like the Colony, and that it was a dull place. There was plenty
going on: the Navy was in Victoria a greator part of the year, and
there were dances, tennis parties, and picnics, boating nicnics up

the Arm of the sea, and many drives on a duckboard with the Drakes

did T hdve. Added to this, there was the lovely scenery, the fine
weather, and the beautiful wild Spring and Summer flowers, besides

all the well-known English flovers grown in the pretty gardens. The
families there, were mostly old English or Scottish."

Here I would like to add an anecdote about Gee from Mrs
Baillie-Grohman's chapter in her husband's book which, although
some of you have read it, I am sure you will find amusing. Tt goes
like this:

"One day Gee rushed in in great excitement. Ah Lam Sam, a
friend of his, the head of his company (they all belonged to societies
of some sort), had been put in prison on vhat he said was a false
charge of writing = threatening letter to the ungllsh Government
interpreter..
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"Too bad, too bad", moaned Gee. He really seemed in great
distress., Ah Lam Sam was what they c¢21l a boss Chinaman; he owned
a shop in Chinatown, and was a contractor for Chinese labour. While
he was in gaol, his wife and little girl used to drive by our house
once a week on their way to visit him, but he remained there some
months, and, as he was not ajlowed out on bail, his business languish-
ed, and ready money became short. Soon his wife and child, instead
of driving, hobbled painfully on their little feet along the two
miles or so of wooden sidewalk that led from their house to the City
gaol. As my house was a little more than half-way between the two,
Gee asked me if the woman and child migzht rest in my kitchen, so
for the time that Ah Sam was in prison they had tea once a wesk
there. During that autumn and winter the late Sir Matthew Begbie,
the Chief Justice of British Columbia, came to lunch with us every
Sunday. As soon as his duties in the choir of St. John's Church
were over, he would stroll on to our cottage, vhich was near by,
would knock the ashes of his »ipe out on the doorstep, would put
this dear friend of his, from whom he wns never separated, into his
waistcoat pocket, so that the bowl stuck out as 2 reminder to all
that it must be filled again at the very earliest opportunity.

After a few Sundnys his appearance would be preceded by a Chinaman
or two, who would go round and g~in entry by the kitchen door;
these were not Chinamen of the ordinary domestic class, but such
whose rank entitled them to wear a black silk cap, with a black or
cornl topknot to it, instead of the ordinary soft felt wide-awake
adopted by those of meaner degree. i%ore Chinamen would hang by
twos and threes outside the gate. Just bzfore lunch was ready,

Gee would come and call me out of the room, and beg me to come

into the kitchen. I soon found that I was expected to interview
these Chinamen, tho had come on behn1f of Lam Sam. They sugges*ted
that as the Chief Justice lunched at our house, I was a good friend
of his, I could t~1% to him, and tell him how wrong it was to keep
Lam Sam in prison; they wanted me to introduce them to Judge
Begbie, and say they were honest men; they would take their affida-
vits that the incriminating letter was not in Lam Sam's handwriting,
they would prove this to me, then I could take my affidavit. It
was hard to convince them that I could see no difference in Chinese
hieroglyphics T was to take my affidavit that Lam Sam was a very
good man, and Judge Bygbie would believe me if he would not believe
a Chinaman, and, beyond everything, I was to get plenty of presents
if T could induce Judge Begbie to let him out on bail. It was no
use explaining that I would not be bribed, that I could not possibly
mention the subject to Judge Begbie. I only made my escape on one
Sunday to receive the same anplicntion the next Sunday. Gee would,
or could, not keep them out of the kitchen, and there they would sit
for hours till T vent in and peremptorily dismissed them, when they
would sicze the opportunity and eagerly offer me papers and proofs
and affidavits. Having at their request told them which lawyer to
go to for their defence, they acted upon my advice. At last Lam
Sam was brought up for trial, and his cose dismissed at once, as
nothing could be proved against him. But Sam and his friends per-
sisted in being grateful to me, ~nd did not seem to believe that

it was the absolute lack of proof of any kind against Lam Sam that
let him off so easily, but thot it was because the lawyers and
judges were "velly good friends of yours, Missus Gloman."
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The very day he was rele=sed Lam Sam hired a hack and pair of
horses and drove up with his wife and little girl and one of the
friends who had besieged me on.Sam's behalf on many Sundays, and they
were ushered into the drawing-room. Lam Sam preceded them all, and
with beaming smiles came forward to shake hands, and then made way
for his wife and child, who =ers laden with pots of ginger, cumquets,
packets of special tea, huge parcels of lychee nuts, and a pair of
Chinese shoes, 2 little red flnnnel wadded waistcoat, a green silk
overcoat, and a curious little Chinese headdress. All these garments,
excepting the shoes, having been made by Mrs Lam Sam for my baby.

"We thank you velly much, you velly good friend, we have brought you
little presents, if you like any more will you say so?" Gee then
handed round sherry and cnke, and suggested that I should bring in
the baby. The visitors all stood solemnly round gazing at it, then
Lam Sam, raising his glass, s:id, "Good luck to son, I hope one day
he will be a big judge". The sequence was not clear, but the judge-
ship was evidently considered the result of success to which .any
profession might le~d."

In the winter my husband cme down from Kootenay where the
work was going on well. They -ere dizging = canal which was to drain
part of the Upper Footenay River into the Columbia = part of the
reclamation scheme they had in view....

In the Soring of '80 as soon s the country was open, he went
uncountry again, and s=aid if things werc nretty quiet he hoped I
could go up later on in the swwmer. The previous summer I could not
havs gone, as n white man had shot 1n Indinn vho wns supposed to be
crttle stealing, and then some Incdians ven" for some white men.
After this the few settlers in the country who wanted to do trade
with their produce sent.up 2 cry of dnger from the Indians, and
asked for 2 troop of mounted police to be sent. Of course it was
good for the country to hove the mcunted police there, wanting hay
and oats for their horses, but as far as the Indians were concerned,
my husband said it was nerfectly snfe. He said he would get a little
shack built where I could stay for a few months, as he would bs busy
there all the summer, so in June, we gave up the Tighe's house, and
as we thought it was rather dangerous to take the baby, although he
was a nice strong boy, up into tho wilds where we were threc days
from a railway, I ~ ¥ed Clare Nroke if she would come up and stay
with me in Kootenay, her mother taking nurse and baby in exchange.
Pa and Ma Drake willingly -greed to whis.

On this first journcy upcountry I landed at Golden (1888)
where my husb-~nd net me, ané vhere we had to stay the night, as the
little flat bottomed steamsr to ta'e us up the Columbia did not move
until morning. At that time therc were trwo shacks and one saloon
in Golden, and the house whers the C.P.R. depot man lived. He offer-
ed to vacate his bedroom for us, ~nd said he would sleep in the kitchen.

. The next day —s went on the little steamer run by a man called
Captain Armstrong. The engine burned wood, and there were piles of
wood nlong the banks of the river -t intervals, and everybody got
out and helned throw some of it on the steamer. There was a party
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of gold prospectors going up on the boat - three or four rough
looking men; there were Mr Tom Cochrane and Lady Adela Cochrane,
and Mr and Mrs Tom St, Maur, who were afterwards the Duke and
Duchess of Somerset; and Lord Norbury. They were all going up to
some placer mining at Findlay Creck which belonged to Tom Cochrane,
The cabins on the steamer were all occupied, so I curled up on
deck with my Mexican saddle as 2 pillow., At breakfast my husband.
and T were alone for a moment at the t=ble, when in came the very
dirty engineer of the ship. We 1sked if he was not going to have
breakfast. "Not until the toffs come down," he said, "I want to
have .breakfast with them." I was glad he had chosen. the toffs
instead of us.

We arrived at Brewer's L~nding the day after we boarded the
boat. This plrce consisted of one large shack with 2 bar in it
and some benches; two little lean~to rooms next to it for Mr and Mrs
Brewer, and their son Hope, otherwise called 'Opey, and a sort of
chicken ladder let up to the roof from the bar, the ceiling of
which was composed of a few loose beams over rafters. We were not
aqoing to sleep there, but as lirs Brewsr felt sure I should feel
“ull sometimes ~t Can~l Flat, she gaid I was to be sure and come
and spend a day or two with her. ©Ohe said there was no 'lady' in
the valley for 60 miles below Canil Flat, and as she was 60 miles
beyond, she said she reckoned only two white 'ladies! in 120
miles. She much impressed me. She was a plain woman with gnarled
hands and a weather-worn face. She was dressed entirely in black
cretonne with pink roses on it; evidently intended for curtains.
She was Irish by descent, and still had a pleasant brogue. Wr
Brewer was a weakly looking man with a long beard; a pair of blue
overalls, and a black cretonne shirt with pink roses on it. Hope
was dressed in the same costume and I discovered the short blinds
in her bedroom and the bed covers —ere 211 of the same pattern.
She told me a man had come down with a piece of material, and she
had taken the whole lot. I too a photograph of Hope, which will
be found in my collection, with what they called, his right side
on, because the poor little boy had been left once near a kitchen
stove, nnd wishing to grab at the coffee on the stove, he had
fallen on to it, and one side of his face wns burnt and scarred.
Mrs Brewer confided in me thot he wns very bright and very cute,
and had a better vocabulary of swenr words than his father! They
were hoping to be nble to send him to school, and make a lawyer
of him! I often wondered what becrme of them. She said I had only
to write her a note and she would come down and stay with me at
once, if I felt lonesome T never felt lonesome enough to accept
this kind offer.

We had ~ great deal of lugzage to unload, as my husband had
had lots of cases sent from the East: he was opening a store for
the workmen at the Canil, and wms getting in provisions. I think
there were about 200 Chinamen and ~ good many white men. There

was no railway nearer than Golden, nnd 2t that time of the year one
could not get any higher than Brewer's Landing on account of the
salmon shoals, Our luggage w2s put on the express cart, and my
husband and I rode =long the vest b~n': of the lake, making a halt
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at Mr William Hardy!s ranch.

A few days after our arrival at Canal Flat, this man came
with a large sackful of potatoes “nd onions grown on his place for
which he would take no payment, siying he knew we should be short
down here and he could always zive us as many as we wanted. I am
glad to say we were able to give him a square meal, as I had brought
up a good Chinese cook from Victoria.

On our arrival at Canal T'lat, I found that my husband had had
a nice little shack put up for us, consisting of one central room,
a bedroom each side leading out of it, and a kind of tiny lean-to
for a kitchen. This had been built by 2 Dr Elliott who had come up
to Xootenay looking for a job, and his friend Sucksmith, a Cockney.
Sucksmith was hindy, and with a true London accent, and no =itches
in his composition. Besides these two un there, there were the two
Owens, brothers~in-law of the 'ir Bntes who was in the Xootenay
Syndicate. The younger one, ho from his love of putting a flower
behind his ear, or carrying one in his mouth, we called Onhelia,
looked after ths team that was hauling the large logs to the saw
mill, and Tom Owens did gener~l supcrintendence and clerical work,
I believe. Then therc wns voung fugonin, whose father was = General,
and he had f=iled for the army. He hod the reputation of going on
the 'bust! when he had occnsional remittances from home, and had a
rather ruddy character, but he behnved very nicely when up there,
and played the banjo nd sang songs with Clare Drake We used to
have a camp fire, and all the college songs, including the famous
Clementine, were sung night after night.

Hugonin, who was a hefty fellow; was packing slabs at the
sawmill - pretty hard work - and Tom Coine used many strong oaths
when they were not packed quick enough. I thought he was an un-
pleasant man: he was sent out with the machinery from C_nad~, and
was c1lled by the Znglishmen, "thet damned Cannuck,™

On the C~nnl Flat, which was ~bout a mile square - besides
ourselves, the snw mill, and 200 Chinese workers, there was a cook
shack for the Chinamen, and tents =nd another cook shack for the
white men, and n little wooden inn., Adjoining our house, one of
the sub-engineers had out up two tents, and had installed his wife
in them. Secing her outside the tent the day of my arrival, I
cnlled out a greeting to her, and the next day secing her again, I
said if on 1 wet dar she foun® it very disagreeable, she must come
and sit on our verandah. To my surprise, it was reported to me
later that she had resented ny t~lhing to her before she called,
because she hnd becn there first! Hovever, she accented my invit-
ation, and sat many =~ long afternoon on the ver~ndah, far oftener
than I really cared to have her therc.

After soms weeks, ny Chincmon suddenly came to me and said:
"T go." I dsked him why, and hc replied that he had won some money
at cards and was going to fish next dny. T told him I would not
pay his wages for the last three wesks, as it had cost a lot of
money ‘to bring him up (herc). He said: "No want." I then said:
"Won't vou stop until another Chin~mon comes from Victoria?" He
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said: "No, I go fish tomorrow." So I did the cooking - quite easy
in an ordinary household but =~ great deal of ingenuity was required
to make a variation in the meals. There was no store except our
own, and one on the C.P.R, but this was certainly not less than 100
miles away. I had to bake the bre~d in a very tiny oven, so it had
to be done three times a day for the very hungry people who came to
eat, as besides our »arty of three, I had told Hugonin and the Owens
that they could meal with us, as it was pretty rough down in the
white men's shack, There wns brenkfast at 7 - and a hearty break-
fast it wes, too! - to be got rendy; =t 4 they rushed in for tea,

or it wis sent out to them, and at 7, supper. I did not mind a bit
doing the cooking, but as it s sometimes 80° or 90° in the shade,
I got rather tired by the end of the day. T told the men T did not
mind what I did, but the boys must wash up after supper in the
evening  They readily consented, but the change in them was wonder-
ful; they would use ths same spoon for soup, curry, and pudding;
the one tin plate did for any amount of courses, and they refused
gravy becnuse it made such a mess, so I soon had to give that up,
and the washing up was again done by me. During this rather harass-
ing time between Chinamen, when I had had a heavy day's cooking, to
refresh ourselves Clare Drake ~nd T would ride over to the Lake and
bathe, returning in time to nnke ten "

(The engineer's wifc mentioned bafore who Iived in the tent)
pretended to be rather surorised that we went out riding without a
min with us. She told me vou could not do that in Goderich, from
whence she hniled, and she stic she nluays understood that English
ladies rode with a groom behind them, whereupon I said that some
c¢id, and some didn't. She never ayeared on my verandah without
gloves: she had a long dress which she held up, And walked up and
down the bank of the Canal with a parasol overhead, to the intense
amuscment of everyone except herself Of course we were in short
tailormades, or riding it most of the day. It is wonderful how
some people who have always roughed it, like to pretend they never
have. I think Mrs St. Maur and Lady Adela, when they came down to
buy bacon at my husband's store, must have been a revelation to her,
for these - as she called them - peercsses of the realm, had at that
period very short skirts, only half way up their calves, nice
crocodile belts mounted with silver, 2t their wists, and small
six-shooters, cowboy hats, ~nd lovely jewelled brooches!

We had all kinds of visitors who used to come upon us un-
expectedly, but we were anything but Starvation Ranch. Sir Matthew
Begbie, the Chief Justice, was one of our guests when he was on his
rounds; Captain Herkomer (Ferchmer) of the Ilounted Police, who was
later on to take some of his scouts to the Boer War; young Manor
Sutton; French Sisters of Mercy, and one of the most interesting of
all - Pere Coquelin of the ¥ootenay Mission. He was a young anrd
energetic man vho had done vonders since he had taken over ths very
derelict district of Pere Fouquet. He got some French Sisters of
Mercy to come and start a school for the girls, teaching them needle-
work. Two Sisters came, and h~d A very bumpy ride from Brewer's
Ianding. Just before they got to Canal Tlat, on a steep hill, the
pole of the express car came ~vny, ~nd pushed the whole of the freight
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into the bush, so they walked on and fetched up at our house, where
we put them up for ths night. "Putting them up for the night" sounds
very easy in England: we ourselves hnd camp beds, but I made a sofa
in the sitting room of sacks fillesd writh pine needles, pushing one
sack against another along the floor, and putting other sacks against
the wall; these I covered vith rugs and buffalo skins, and it made

a very large comfortable bed, vhich evervbody appreciated. The only
disadvantage wns that they had to turn out before breakfast at 7,

but as most people performed their ablutions in the river at the
back of the house, this was quite easy.

Those sisters and the nriest told me they had been at work
among the men, and the sick in the different C.P.R. camps, when it
was being built They hnad seen the roughest crowds, but never by
word or deed h~d any of them bsen offended by what the men had said
or done, vhich spneaks well for humanity I think. The Mission was
50 or 60 miles south of us nenr Cranbrook, now a large town, but at
this time the only building w~s 2 small log hut erected by Colonel
Baker, who h2d come out to British Columbin on my husband's advice.
He end his two sons were living therc then. A man called Galbraith,
of whom I heard = great denl but nover saw, lived 2 little way down
the river . . . . .

One day Clare and I went bathing in the Lake.... On our
return, to my intense astonishment a cablegram was brought from
my father, which he had sent from California saying he wgs arriving
in about n weel's time at Victoria, There was a nice dilemma! We
had given up our house in Victori=z, so there wis novhere I could go
back and receive him, besides beinz 2 rather long and expensive
journey, so we decided that we must maks the best of matters, and
he must come to “ootenay, although how we were to moke him comfort-
able I did not know, especizlly 1s the cablegram said: "Arriving
with Nina, Hugh, and Geneva Campboll." I said I could do with Hugh
and father and Nina, but why bring nnother girl? T had to wire him
that we were in Kootenay, ~n¢ I was very nervous of what he would
say at finding us in a wooden shacl in the wilds, instead of in a
comfortable house in which we had been hitherto in Victoria. We
then got another wire, saying they were arriving on a certain day
at Golden ..... I sent word doun to Golden that they were to come
up on the steamer, and we would meet them at the Landing. We rode
down to the Landing, taking three horses for them and also the
express cart for any luggnge they might have. I soon spotted my
party on board, but I conld not sec Geneva, and presently an old
military man came on shors with my father, and was introduced as
General, not Geneva, Campbell! Tnis was a great relief! The Owens
who had built ~ little wooden shaclk for themselves, had offered
to turn out into a tent, and leave the shack for my father and
brother, and now we found we could put =1l the three men in there
together, ~nd my sister (Nina) turned in with Clare Drake. I had
made the shac!: loor ns plens~nt s 2ossible, with some flowers,
and had nniled up some little white butter muslin curtains .....

Father had a good view of everything . . . Hugh was very
anxieus to get some shooting but it wis not quite the right season,
and as T was intending to go to Englond ~ little later en father

-
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suggested th*t High should stay on, nd come home with me, while he
and Nina went on ahead as he her to hurry back. He stayed about
ten days. General Campbell got - couple of horses and journeyed off
south down the valley, and Nina and father went off, catching their
train at Golden. ' : i

As my husband anyway had to go home to consult the Company
on business in thé autumn, as soon ns the works closed down, we
wrote to nurse and arranged for her to bring Tom up to the Field
Hotel to meet us. Willie (my husband) went as far as this with
us - we hod found nurse in the tr~in =t Golden, and Tom looked at
me in enquiring surprise, rcfusing to come to me, although T had
been away from him only threce months Not until we got to Field did
he suddeily mnke up his mind th~t he had known me before, and it was
at this hotel that he first performed the marvellous trick of stand-
ing alone. e stayed here tro davs, and then Willie snid good-bye
to us and returned to his worls. Hugh, Nurse and I went on (back
to England), Tom was then ninc months old . . . . . . '

I very much ranted to build a 1ittle house on the Esquimalt
road (when I returncd to Victorin) on n plot near the sen. I had
hac¢ an estimate, ~nd found I could build just! what I wanted for
about £1,000, e could h~ve lrays let = little house like that
to cne of the Naval officers' wives who came out to join their
husbands. While I was in England, my husband wrote to me that he
was thinking of buying Lawyer Jac''son's house, Swallowfiecld Cottnge,
for £2,000 so that we should hove = home for the rést of the time
he was on the works in Kootenay. I %new the house well, as Mrs
Jackson was 2 most hosvitable hostess ~nd gave nice tennis parties,
having two good tennis lawns, but it was the last kinc of house I
wanted, and in the last kind of sosition. It was one of the very
enrly settlers! lumber houscs, =nd although it was covered with
roses and wisterin, it was more picturesque than solid. I felt it
was not a good purchase at thet »rice, and I cabled out: "On no
account buy. If bought, sell" but it was too late: the deal was
1lready done. My husband had re-lly hoped to please me vastly "7
getting this romantic creener-cl-g cottage, which he thought -ould
look rather like 2n English home, but he had not looked at it 2s a
woman would, ‘and had not secn its drawbacks. As one of my. visitors:
said when we got in: Everyone w>s much surprised that we had bought
it, as the price whs enormous - it could not have ‘cost more than a
counle of huncred to put up, 2nd they thought it was only held up
by the creepers on each side of it! ¥“hen the wind blew, the .earpets
were absolutely 1ifted off the floor; they waved about -in billows, -
and made one feel seasick. Iy husband nlso bought a great deal of
ugly furniture with it, but I quickly transformed this by raiding
the Hudson By Stores and searching out - very large piece of
vhite dimity with coloured roses =nd green leaves on it (there were
no cretonnes there in those c~vs) ~nd draped the ottomans and sofas
with this, It had four smnll sittingrooms ~nd a kitchen and store-
room, ‘and four rooms unstzirs 0  course we sold this housc at a
loss when we left . . . . .
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We went out for th~t summer, and finding we should not be home
for the winter, we thought the chilfr‘n had better come out, so old
Jane Griffiths brought the"1 over, and made no more fuss about it than
if she had tmaken them for =2 short trip on the Underground . . . .

She took them for long walks in the afternoons, on Beacon Fill, and up to
the Cemetery where the great thing wos to see the Chinese funerals.

My husbané had to go over to Englond, and I remained with the children
in Vietoria. He meant to be ~way for 3bout six weeks, in which time

he thought he woul? bc able to finish up things, but as a matter of

fact he did not return for nine months, He went over in the Soring

of 102,,. :

In the summer of 1892 therc ms an outbresrk of smallpox in
Victoria =nd yellow flags —ere hung out of a good many windows - some
gnite close to nus. All those p30>le «ho could were rushing away
from Victoria, and we heard th % the hotels in Vancouver, Banff and
Seattle were full of refugees, I had very little cash at the time;
too little for us to go to one of these expensive places, and so
wAas remaining at home with my f2mily. Our doctor came to see us one
day, and advised me to cle-r out ~s two houses near us were infected.
He asked me vhy I did not camn., In the first place I knew nothing
about camping, ~nd then I hné no tents, and did not know where to
camp, but that afternoon I met an ol? English Colonel - MacCullum
by name, who had ~ house ne~r the Esquimnlt docks, and T told him
my dilemma, He lindly said he lnew just the place: he owned a large
plot of ground where there hnd been a settler's hut, on the far side
of Esquimalt Harbour. It wr~s n fenced-in field with forest all round
it except for one side vhich frced the sen, He offered to go with
me to buy some tents, nnd he ~nd his Chinaman would nut them up for
us, as he hnd been doing that kind of thing for a great part of his’
life! He said we should only go out to the camp when all was ready.
I bought two "A" tents and a ‘iningroom fly. A friend of mine,
hearing I was going to camp, ~sked if his sisters might join mv camp,
and of course I consented re~cily, on the condition that we each
went our own wys ~nd did ns we liked . . . . .

Some neonle held up their hands in dismay vwhen they heard I
was camping without 1 man - so d~ngerous! To one old 1lady who was 2
tremendous gossip, I snid: "I should hate an old man in the camp; he
would be 2 nuisance, ~n? if I “oo™ a rroung one, with my husband in
England, what wonld wou say?" She was quite non-plussed, and had to
laugh, anf say it was quits trus!

My two friends, Ada an” Susie Pemberton, had a pony chaise in
which they drove ont to the can, rhieh vms about 15 miles from
Victoria., Murse and I ~nd the to children rowed over in = boat, and
we hired » fl=t bottomed bo~t so that ¢ co'ld row across the harbour
or row in the l-goon, close =% hnd . . . ¥ took a Chinaman out with
us, who left the second nizht, ~s he was too frightened to stay alone,
so I had to go back to Victorizr to get ~nother, I brought him out,
and he seemed very frightened about sleeping in a tent and we. .could
not persuade him he would be nlrizht. As he was threatening to
depart, I produced an unloadzd six shooter, and told him that if he
went, I should shoot him - he had much better stay! He looked at
the six shooter for 2 moment, ind asked if I could kill the wild animals.
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On my assuring him I could, he thought better of it and stayed with
us for the three months, and seemed perfectly hanpy.

There w~s 2 beautiful spring on the place, where we got our
water, and during the three months we spent there, we had only one
afternoon's rain. We took a cold dip in the sea each day and it is
very, very cold in those parts - there seems to be no Gulf Stream to
warm it up! ¥e had large camp fires at night, and Kitte Bevan, the
third girl who had joined us, used to play the banjo and sing.
Sometimes her brothers nnd the Pemberton's brother would come over
and join us, ~nd many other fricnds."

Florence goes on 2t some length =bout their life in camp, all
extremely interesting, but I feel I have taken enough of vour time, so
I shall just read her concluding remarks about British Columbia:

"After considering =11 the nros and cons which exercised our
minds all thet (last) winter, we decided to return to Europe. My
husband was reallv heartbroten ~% the idea of leaving British Columbia,
but there was no renson for us to stay now (1s) he was no longar conn-
ected witk the Kootenny Comnany . . . !y husband returned to Europe
2 very denrcssed man,

One gre~t blow in le~ving British Columbia was thnt .our dear
nurse who hac been our stand-by for six ye=rs, had made up her mind to
marry in Vietorin, The f~ithful woman, howover, insisted on first
accompanying us to England, and handing Lovey and Dovey (our two child-
ren) safely over, and I thia" e A1l cried vhen she waved good-bye to
us a* Dover. She was going bacl nt her own expense, to marry Mr Oakes.
She was one of the really good olc-fishioned servants that one hears
of but so seldom meets."

Neither Florence nor her husband ever returned to B,M,, but son
Tom 8id, first in 1904 when he wns stotioned at Esquimalt for three
months with the Royal Navy on H,”.S. Grafiton, a flagship cruiser. He
told me that on leave in Victorin he st-yed at the home of his mother's
friend, Ada Bevan, nee Drnke, ot 02k Bny, and took time to find Swallow-
field Cottage. He again called on her in 1931 when he was on his way to
bis naval stntion in China. Florence's husband died at their castle in
Austria in 1921, exhausted from doing relief work in Tvrol to help those
suffering the after-effects of the TMirst World War and the British blockade.
Florence corried on the work, particularly with infants, often travell-
ing for miles, somctimes alone, in the Alps, to assist one isolated child
or family. For this work she was avarded the Order of the Golden Cross
by .the Austrian Government, the citntion readin': "For her Infant Wglfare
work in Tyrol during 1918-1926 after the great war." This was 1927 and
she was the first woman to receive this Order and the first foreigner.

Florence died in Edmonton, Esscx, just outside London in 1945.
Her sedond child, Olga, died in Meirobi in 1947. The son survives in England.

A unique memorial ceremony to honowr Florence was held in the village
of Brandenberg, in the valley of the same name where she had done so much
work., There, a sculntured »slacue of this Protestant woman on 2 Roman Cath-
olic Church was unveiled by a British admiral (her son) in German territory;
wreathes were placed and three volleys were firsd in her honour.- A photo-
granh of this event is among others here for any who wish to see them, all
loaned for this occasion by her son.

Iadizs and gentlemen, I than': rou.





