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This volume of the News is featuring ships of British Columbia

interest. In this issue, our artist, Robert Genn, has drawn the

Sudbury I, a tug that gained international fame for its many

heroic deep sea rescues. One of considerable note was the rescue

of the Greek freighter Glafkos, bound from Japan to Vancouver in

ballast, which ran aground off Amphrite Point in fog on the night

of Jan. 1, 1962.
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f most issues cf the News. Members may obtain copies at 25c each;

non—member institutions and other subscribers may obtain copies at

$1.00 each. Packaging and mailing included.
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EDITORIAL

“Then you should say what you mean” the March Hare went on.
“I do”, Alice hastily replied; “at least — at least I mean what
I say — that’s the same thing, you snow”. “Not the same thing
a bit!”said the Hatter, ‘why you might just as well say that’I
see what I eat’ is the same thing as ‘I eat what I see’”.

Alice in Wonderland — Lewis Carroll.
“There’s nothing like eating hay when you’re faint’’ .

“I didn’t say there was nothing better’ the King replied, ‘I said
there was nothing like it”.

— —

— Alice Throuh the
A voyage of discovery into the world of journalism via the

daily papers is a rather unnerving experience. Without a glossary
of the very bad puns contained in the headlines, it would be totally
impossible to hazard a guess what the report that followed would
be all about.

The outbursts from our world of politicians can leave the
reader with but one thought -- that the education system must be in
a far worse state than we thought. The basic principles of
general knowledge were never taught them, and, if they were, they
were as quickly forgotten. The old adages are never observed
that “Silence is golden” or “a little learning is a dangerous
thing”, for the fatuous statements purporting to emanate from
them do little to inspire confidence.

A recent example from the Vancouver Province of April 6th
with the headline “Good enough for Cook but what about the Socreds”
startles the imagination. Where have these politicians been?
From the Mirr.ates of our Council Meeting in November 1974,

“The Secretary said that he felt that these celebrations
should be something beyond the ordinary and should involve
others in the Province in addition to the Association.
Mr Turner added to the Secretary’s remarks and reported in
general terms on a meeting held with the Deputy Provincial
Secretary who had received the idea of a province—wide
celebration favourably.”

The symposium to be held at Simon Fraser University for the
Bicentenary of Captain James Cook has been under way for two years
Now the Cabinet Ministers, with less than one year to go, are
planning a film for “world—wide consumption and the B.C. schools”.
What price glory? It is mooted that Pierre Berton is to write the
script, o be produced in Ontario with Ontario actors May
heaven preserve us from another airing of Pierre’s wardrobe as
seen in the C.B.C, television series - The Great Canadian Dream.
Just imagine that dramatic figure in ‘buckskins”overlooking the
Indians greeting the intrepid mariner on the shore of Bligh
Island,at the same time making suitable platitudinous background
remarks.

We have the talent here to write the script, and the movie
producers too, and for actors, what about the recent coast to
coast performance on C,B,C. of an unknown cast from the East Van
couver Cultural Centre that gave us a magnificent performance
of The Merchant of Venice?
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OBITUARY

I is with deep regret that the News notes the passing of
Kathleen Sarah Gibbard at Vancouver on February 24th, 1977.
Mrs Gibbard was a long time member of the Vancouver Historical
Society and a very faithful and devoted member. To her surviving
family we wish to express our deepest sympathy in their bereavement
and in particular, her husband, John, and daughter, Ida, who
have been long time members of our Association.
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liken this book to a newspaper. The book, however, is more inform
ative and costs less than a two months’ subscription to a daily
newspaper. Another advantage of the book is that the authors not
only report the facts, but try to offer solutions to present
world problems and anticipate future problems.

Helen Mayoh

Dr Mayoh is a science reference librarian at the University of B.C.

THE BAD AND THE lONELY, by Martin Robin. Toronto, James Lorimer
& co., 1976 222 pp., illus. $1295.

Stories about villains are irresistable. Best—selling fiction
has always been liberally salted with bad guys who committed
highly romanticized misdeeds before they met their doom. The lives
osuch characters are usually depicted as exciting drama played
against a rich backgroune.

Martin Robin’s villains are all real people who actually lived.
His seven stories of Canadian outlaws are carefully documented,
scrupulusly detailed, and the result — for once — is a chronicle
of crime shorn of romanticism.

There is the story of Simon Gun—a—noot, who lived like a hunted
animal in the forest for thirteen years, accused of murder, until
he wearily gave himself up, stood trial and was acquitted. Donald
Morrison, a young Scot whose Quebec farm was lost to a scheming
mortgage lender, shot and killed (apparently in self—defence) a
special constable who had volunteered to bring him in. The jury’s
subsequent recommendation of mercy cut no ice with the judge,
who sentenced Morrison to eighteen years’ hard labour: he was dead
with±n five.

Almighty Voice, a Cree Indian who killed a government—owned cow
to feed his ailing wife, was so fearful of the coneequences that
he shot a Mountie to avoid arrest, and was later cornered by a
force of more than one hundred men. He died, riddled with shrapnel,
under heavy cannon fire.

The ‘ithor handles their stories and others with a minimum of
heartstring—tuging, but his message comes throigh clearly. People
like these don t plan careers of crime, they blunder into bad
situations and then panic. They end up backed up into a corner,
and their nxt decision proves fatal not only to other people but
to themselves.

This perceptive book is also something of a cure for falsc
nostalgia, The “good old days” of the outlaw were, at least for
some, an era of mindless cruelty and indifference to human suffering.
If Simon Gun—a—foot and his fellow fugitives were alive today,
they might think Canada had turned into Utopia.

On a lighter note, there is the tale of Bill Miner, a train
robber who on the hearts of children and ol:l ladies. His other
hobby was stealing bags of money from the railroad, “Oh, Bill
Miner’s not so bad,” one local resident remarked at the time. “He
only robs the CPR once every wo years, but they rob us every day”.

June Franklin
Mrs Fran’olin is Publicity Officer at the Van.Centennial Museum.
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BOOK NOTES

OUR HOMES ARE BLEEDING: A SHORT HISTORY OF INDIAN RESERVES, by
Reuben Ware. Victoria9 Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs, 1975. 26 pp.

For our members who wish to learn what our native people are
talking about when they speak of the “Cut off lands”, the Union
of B.C. Indian Chiefs has put out a most interesting and illumin
ating booklet dealing with this subject, entitled “Our Homes are
Bleeding”. The table of contents has such headings as “What is
an Indian Reserve”, “1865, the new Land Policy”, “The Indian
Reserves Commission, 1876—1910”, “The McKenna—McBride Commission,
1913—1916” and this is just a sampling, together with maps of the
reserves and the resultant disputed lands. Copies may be
obtained at $2.00 each from Stab History Project, Coqualeetza
Education Centre, Box 370, Sardis, B.C.VOX 1YO.

STORIES FROM PANGNIRTUNG. Illustrated by Germaine Arnaktauyok,
foreword by Stuart Hodgson. Edmonton, Hurtig. 100 pp., $5.95,

This is an artistically prepared series of stories told by the
old people of the area recalling their young days. The Inuit
people of this region of Baffin Island had no contact with white
people until the turn of the century. As many of the story tellers
are aged from the eary 60’s to age 75 it gives a glimpse of life
in an entirely different world and way of life from today. There
is no controversy, no hostility, just regret that maybe the old
harsh was had a more interesting and fulfilling experience than
all the new methods that have not fitted either the land or the
people. An ideal children’s book, with beautiful coloured illus
trations.

DICTIONARY OF CANADIAN BIOGRAPHY, ED. BY Francess Halpenny. Vol. IX.
Torontc University of Toronto Press, 1976. $25.

Volume IX of the Dictionary of Canadian Biography is the most
recent volume of this series to be published. This volume is
devoted to persons of Canadian interest who died between the years
1861 and 1870. It has a lot of material on the fur trade and
Hudson’s Bay Company empire, as well as explorers to the Pacific
coast. A few examples of names appearing in this volume are
Peter Warren Dease, Simon Fraser, Kiatassin, Leonard McClure,
Donald McLean, Thomas McMicking, David Thompson, Mervin Vavasour
and John Work.

THE GULF ISLANDERS, tIled and edited by Derek Reimer. SOUND
HERITAGE Vol. 5 No. 4. Victoria, Aural History, Provincial Archives
of B.C., 1976. 70 pp. $1.75,

These are excerpts from the interviews made by Imbert Orchard
for the C.B,C. in 1965—66. This edition of Sound Heritage is
entirely devoted to the Gulf Islands and has many interesting
pioneer pictures of places and people on the Islands in the early
days of settlement.
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So pioneers, now aged, recall tales that a child heard when

young0 It could be stories about Maud Haley, who came to Kaslo
from Howser and helped her father run pack—trains. One old timer

thinks she is probably the only human being who ever got a horse to

stand to face a large bear. She roped the bear! She roped the

bear from her saddle on her standing quaking horse. To be a girl

just helping her father on a pack outfit was not enough!

A certain Susie told me as a child how she went into the Rock

Creek Boundary and West Kootenay country when she too was a young

girl. Alone in the cookshack of some small mining operation, one
day she heard a noise at the door. When she opened it, one of the
miners who worked the hoist was at the door with his hands cupped

into a loose fist. “What have you got?’ she asked, thinking he

had picked up a fledgling bird, or some hillside treasure. Then his

blanching face told her there was no offering of pleasure in his

stance at the door. There was no—one hut Susan to deal with his

mangled hand and further, to have to deal with the hoist when he
could not.

Women were respected for being able to cope, to pitch in.

Although pioneer women could not only cope, they were also vigorous

in the pursuit of pleasure (they could snow—shoe 14 miles downhill

from Rossland to Trail and back again for a Sunday’s diversion, or

could walk several miles carrying their dancing slippers in a gay

silk bag to attend a winter ball). It was, therefore, not without

some implied criticism for ‘heathen’ ways that an early newspaper

recorded an incident from Ainsworth on Kootenay Lake, when ‘Kootenai”

(an Indian who would apparently have been well--known to readers)

had contracted with some miners to do a job of packing. When he

saw what was to be carried, he took from his wife a 20—lb papoose,

although a child was a burden which ordinarily a man would have

scorned, and left his wife to carry an 80—lb load of drill steel.

The newspaper writer, like his readers, referred to the burden

bearer as Kootenai’s “Kiutch”, in the Chinook jargon that was then

in frequent use.

While a child in the mining camps would not necessarily read

such tales in the papers, it was easy to see that there were women

who were not spared other kinds of burden bearing. When a husband
simply vanished, a woman took in washing, or undertook home nursing

to earn a living for her children. She was not categorized in her

own mind, or in the minds of the community as a “deserted wife” —

she simpl.y got on with what she had to do. One of a family of five
Rossland children can still recall the time of the strike when

father went elsewhere to look for work. When father died, mother

took in boarders. There was a lot of coal and wood to pack to the

stoves in the bedrooms, for boarders must be kept warm and must find

a warm room after leaving the warmth of the underground mines for

the cold of the outside winter world, Mother straightforwardly

carried her burden of work and the children straightforwardly

carried it with her.

All of the women had the sorrows inherent in the human con

dition, sometimes sooner or oftener, due to rough living conditions,

in the early days of the settlements. Down at the edge of the dark

woods, at the bottom of Rossland’s vertical mountain cemetery, one

mother, who was in the town before the railway stood by the grave of
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ner blue—eyed baby girl, dead on her first birthday; was she
thinking of water at $LOO a barrel? — the lack of sanitation? —

the quality of the milk? A town startin.g out saw enough of
death to give an undertaker a good livliehood.. It is hard to
forget the undertaker, not quite sober, who had come to the home
to get the baby into a coffin not quite long enough. “She was a
dear baby”, the mother remembered, speaking to a remaining child;
that child still remembers.

A HISTORY OF THE VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 1869—1900

by Gwen Hayball

This article in two parts traces the early beginnings of the

City of Vancouver and its early pioneers who strove to provide a

place of peace and comfort, where men far from home and family

could find solace in a book or at least get word of local interest

through newspapers and periodicals. Those who have lived through

times and similar circumstances related in this historical back

ground will appreciate the worth of the “reading room” cum library,

and the unappreciated, unrewarded (and often reviled) unselfish

people who made it all possible.

Part I. THE BIRTH OF A “MENTAL OASIS” IN A WILDERNESS SETTLEMENT.

While the settlement of Victoria was consolidating its good

fortune, brought about by the rush to the Fraser and Cariboo gold

the vast wealth of timber which forested the shores of
Burrard Inlet remained undistur1ed, The government had some idea

of the potential of this deep inlet, and in 1860—61 created a res

erve for a townsite in the area of the present Second Narrows,

but the sale of lots did not take place until 1869 The first

clearing on the Inlet took place on the North Shore, to establish

the Pioneer Mills, in 1863; two years later it was renamed Burrard

Inlet Mill. Sewell P. Moody, the owner, was a patriarchal type of

man who maintained.strict control of his employees and ran the

community as a company town. Alcohol was forbidden on company prop

erty. To “Sew” Moody must go the credit for opening the first

library on the Inlet; it was called the Mechanics’ Institute, and

in recognition of his personal donation to the library he was made

an honorary member, and his guidance was sought in selecting the

first hundred books purchased in San Francisco for the library. It

was well organized from the beginning, with by—laws and well defined

(!o:Lstitution. The British colonist of Feb. 8, 1869, described the
opening: “The Mechanics’ Institute at Moody’s and Company’s Mill,

Burrard Inle’:, was opened on the 23rd inst. with appropriate cere
monies. The Rev. A. Browning, of the Wesleyan Mission delivered a

very entertaining lecture, the sublect being “Woman”.”

The second commercial enterprise on Burrard Inlet was the

British Columbia and Vancouver Island :par, Lumber and Sawmill
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL CONVENTION, BURNABY B.C. MAY 26—28, 1977.

REGISTRATION

NAME: (please print)

____________________—_________________

HOME ADDRESS:

From which local society?

_____ ____

Addresss while attending Convention —________________ Phone

PLEASE CHECK THE EVENTS YOU PLAN TO ATTEND

____

Registration fee (all delegates) . $3.50

____

Wine & cheese party (BCIT) Thursday 7—9 p.m.. . $3.50
Transportation requested

____

Seminar “The Fraser” (James Cowan Theatre)Fri 9a.m no charge
Transportation requested

______

____

Luncheon (James Cowan Centre) Friday . . $3.00

____

Tour of Heritage Village, Friday 2.30 p.m. . no charge

____

Bus tour of Simon Fraser University. Fri. 7 p.m. $1.50
(Bus fare included)

____

Garden party, Saturday 3 p.m. . . no charge
Transportation requested -___

____

Bnquet Burnaby Lake Pavilion, Saturday 6.30 p.m. $7.50

ON SUNDAY
Post—Convention Cruise to Fort Langley,1.OO — 5.0O$1O.00

p.m.

TOTAL FEE ENCLOSED . . . . $________

REGISTRATION FORM AND FEE must be received by May 1, 1977. Please
make cheques payable to BURNABY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MAIL TO:

Mrs Nancy Peter, 5928 Baffin Place, Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3S8.

The members of the Burnaby Historical Society will provide trans—
portation from Howard Chadwick Lodge (New West.) to Convention
functions, if you indica.e that you would like this service.

RECOMMENDED ACCOMMODATION
Howard Chadwick Lodge, YM/YWCA, 180 — 6th St., New Westminster.

Single or double rooms are available to Convention guests at a
special rate of $6.00 per person. Cafeteria.

This is good accommodation, next to the New Westminster Bus Depot,
and just a few ainutes by car 2rom the Burnaby Arts Centre.

Write immediately to the Lodge for reservations.




