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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN

Prof. Allan H. Finlay,
Chairman, Library Committee,
University of British Columbia.
Sir:

I beg herewith to present, for the information of the Committee,
and transmission to the Senate, my Eleventh Report on the University
Library. This Report covers the two-year period from April 1936 to Karch
1938,

Essentially, thls Report merely continues and develops the con-
ditlons and information given 1n that of two years ago, for, on the whole,
the situation at the present time shows little variation from that then
plctured and presented. In sum, the story i1s one of enlargement of faci-
lities, services, and staff: of improved organization: of a steady, though
not repid; additién to the book collection: of a notable increase in the
use of the Library by the student body: of a relatively greater inadequacy
in the accommodation provided for readers.

Each of these toples will be discussed later in this Report, but
viewlng the Library as part of the general university organization, and
the services 1t is expected to glve to those using it, it is the general
convlctlion that, size of staff and financial resources considered, the
Department is keeplng step with others in the work of the institution.

The University Library is essentially & department of service.
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This service is conditioned by:- (1) A knowledge of the needs of the
groups to be served. (2) 4 bock collection adequate to its requirements.
(3) A staff which knows the resourees at its disposal. (4) The physical
accommodatlon necessary for 1ts work.
Basically the problems incident tc the proper development of the
Library 211 focus on finance, Develcpment of the services expected of the
Library, as cf every cther Deportment cf the institution, dependsupon
money -~ money for capitel expenditures cn bullding, money for the develop-
ment of the bcck collectlon, money for a staff to give the services re-
quired. Thls three-fold prcblem is dealt with under approprlate headings
elsewhere in this Report,
The constituency of the Library's regular work 1s made up of
four classes:
1. The general undergraduate student body, to whom assign-
ments of readlng are made by their instructors, and
for whom there must be sufficlent coples of necessary
books provided.
2. Those exceptional students, chiefly, but not always, In
Honor courses, who have the intellectual curiosity to
go beyond 81l assignments, and who find in a large
book ecollection & challenge to penetrate more deeply

into their subjects of study.

3. Members of the Faculty, and graduate students engaged
upon research problems.

4. Persons outside the University interested, or special-
izing in, particular filelds of study, and who can
profitably make use of the facilities offered by the
University Library.
For the courses at present offered the Book Collectlion 1s reason-
ably adéquate for only the first of these four categories. Substantial
special appropriations for book purchase should be coincident with any im-

portant development, either in introducing new, or enlarging existing,

COUIrSESe.
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The Book Collection.

In the Tenth Report the number of volumes 1n the Library wss
given at 102,688 - an increase of 11,547 volumes in the tgo—year period.
This increase of an average of 5,775 volumes @ year was considerably 1n
excess of the ordinary annual growth, the increase being principally due
to purchases made from the generous grant of the Carnegle Corporatlion of
New York - $5,000. a year for three years. About 6,000 volumes were pur-
chased from this fund,{increasing the average annuel purcheses by 2,000
volumes o year.

At the close of the university year, March 1938, the accessioned
volumes totalled 109,829. Unaccessioned duplicate books are estimated at
4,000, which brings the total to almost 114,000 volumes.

The increase for the period covered by this Report ls therefore
7,141 bocks, an average of abcut 3,570 a year.

The method by which the titles fcr purchase are selected was
fully discussed in the Tenth Report, to which these deslring information
on this head are referred. The Librarian, hcwever, desires tc ploce on
record his sinecere appreciaticn of the co-coperaticn cf the senlcr members
of the Teaching Staff, whose expert acqualntance with the literature of
their own fields of knowledge has been of the greatest service in the
building up of what 1s gencrally regarded as (within the limits of its
volume total) a really nctable collecticn.

Limitation af funds has from the very beginning compelled the
adoption of the principle that purchases of books must be based upon the
requirenents of the ccurses of instruction offered by the University. In
these we now have a body of excellent book material, reasonably able to

"meet the demands of undergraduate study, and alsc to do somewhat for the
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requirements of pestiraducte work - ot least in the courses ot prezeant

offered.

Inter-livrary Loans.

The Ccllection of ccurse includes basic and gencral moterial in
other flelds of knowledge, but almost every week deficlencies are apparent
as specialists request matericl that cannot be supplied. Such requests
are every year beccnling more frequent, alike fren within end without the
University. The impossibility of supplying these needs from cur own book
resources has been met by the develcprient of a system of Inter-library
Leans. We are under decep obligation to other libraries for their kindness
in lending to us bocks, mony of them rare and costly, we do not possess.
Particular reccznition should be mace of the help thus given by the Librory
of Congress, McGill University, the University of Toronto; the State Uni-
versitles of Washington, Oregen, Califcrnla; Chieage, Horvard, the Hunting-
ton Library, Cornell University, the John Crerar Library, and the Newberry
Library. In many cases work for Masters' Degrees, and research work belng
done by members of the Faculties, would have been seriously handicapned
had it not been for these courtesies.

The great majority of these Inter-library Loans are mede by
American institutions, and the kindness of the Librarians concerned is the
more appreclated because of the vexetious restrictions imposed by the
regulatlions of both Canadian and American Custcms Departments. Such loans
are usuully made for & period of three weeks, and the expectation is that
they will be returned promptly at the due date. They are required for im-
mediate use, in many cases the work of those interested being held up un-

til thelr arrival.
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Yet 1in almost every instance there are annoylng delays in de-
livery. The parcels have to be cleared thrcugh Custcms, and a Custcms
Brcker's fee pald for this service. Under the Canadian regulations free
entry is given forbbooks~directed t¢ & university up to a valuaticn of
$25. per day. In excess cf this on Exclse Duty of three per cent. is
charged.

In making the computatlicn cf the §25. entitled tc free entry,
bocks loaned to, or bought by, the Library are considered in conjuncticn
with those ordered by the Unlversity Book Stere, which has heavy shipments,
particularly in the summer and autunn months. In consequence, there have
been delays amounting to two, or even three weeks iIn the delivery of book
parcels addressed to the Library, if advantage 1s taken of the $25. per
dien free entry provislen. The Customs Department can hardly be expected
to select Inter-library Loans from Library or Book Store purchases, so
that the period of loan has In some cases elapsed befbre the books have
been recelved. Thls involves correspondence and explanations, as well as
annoylng delays tc the nerscn desiring the service. ‘

| Further, in several cases the lending library has had to péy in-
port duties on the return of the loaned book, though in each case this
Library 1s careful to indicate that the book is the property of the library
to whleh 1t 1is directed, and hes been on loan te & slster institution.
Although the arrangement et the time the loan is requested is that the
borrower shall pay all necessary charges, the unavoidable and regrettable
difflculties, delays, and complicaticns add to the obligatlons of this
Library fcr the kindness of American institutions and officials in thus

asslsting nmembers of our Faculty and advonced students.
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The Library has received, as in previous years, many valuabie
gifts of books from its friends; and in the perlod covered by this Renort
these benefactions have been larger than in the lmmediately preceding
K years. PFor the two-year perlod covered in the Tenth Report the estimated
value was $3,500., but this did not include some two hundred periodical
publications recelved as gifts, naor the hundreds of documents presented
by Natlonal, Federal, Provincial, State, and Munlcipal Governments.

For the two years covered by the present Report the estimated
value of book gifts received totals §5,534. - $2,268. for the university
year 1936-37, and $3,266. for that of 1937-38.

At least four of these gifts merit detalled description. First
to be mentioned 1s Curtis, "Indians of North America®, consisting of
twenty volumes and tventy large portfolios of plates. The work is one of
the most superbkand costly ever published in Anmerlca. It is printed on
vellgm’and bound in helf norocco. Alike in the splendour of its typo-
graphy, 1ts suﬁﬁtuous illustrations, and its sound scholarship; it is a
pre-eminent authority on the native races of this continent. It brings
together the results of a lifetime of work by Edward 8. Curtils and his
assoclates, and the ethnological knowledge of Frederick W. Hodge and the
staff of the Smithsonisn Institution of Washington. The research it
represents was made possible through a grant of $500,000. given by the
late J. Plerpont Morgan. It contains more than 2,200 plates 1llustrating
every aspect of Indien life, art and religlon. The edition was limlted to
five hundred sets, of which our own is No. 43, Publicatlon commenced in
1907 and was completed in 1930. It was issued in two editions zt $3,500,

and $4,500. respectively. It is believed there are but three copies in
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the Dominion, the other two being owned by the Library of Parlicment and
MeGi1l University.

The set of the Librdry is one of twenty-five purchased by Mr.
Morgan for presentation to personal friends, or institutions in which he
was Interested. His death oceurred before distribution was complete, and
thus oppoertunity cane for its purchuse through @ Boston dealer by whom the
undistributed sets had been acquired.

No funds belng available for the purchase, the Librarian, with
the permission of the University autherities, solicited subscerirtions from
friends of the Library for the $630. required to purchose the set.
Twenty-four contributcrs supplied the necessary funds. Thelr names are
duly reccrded cn a special bock plate rlaced in each of the volumes and
portfolios as a sultable menento of thelr gencrosity. The Librery is
sroud to have this notable set in its collecticn.

Another itenm of interest is the seven-volune set of Audubcen,
"Birds of America" - @ sinilarly monumental werk in ite own field. No
catalozue that has come to the attention of the Librarion in the ~ast
twelve cr fifteen years has quoted this set at less than $700. or $800.

An opportunity came to buy it at $300. As in the case of the Curtis, no
funds were avoiloble for its purchase, but His Honor Lieutenunt-Governcr
Eric W. Hoober, University Visiter, Mes. J. M. Lefevre, and ancther friend
of the Library, who desires to remain anonynous, each contributed $100. to
meke up the purchase rrice., The set is in(absclutely rmint ccondition., En-
clesed in the set was the criginal letter of zift, dated 20th Neverber,
18565, fron Mr. S. Thayer, of Boston, U.S.4., to Honsieur Hector Bosrange,
of Peris. It was rresented to him "in grateful ackncwledgment for your

nany kind clvilities and favours rendered tc me during my residence in
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Paris, 1845-46, a lively sense of which will ever remaln deeply lmpresssa
on 1y heart."

The third gift meriting particular mention is that of “Noted
Porcelains of Successive Dynasties”. It was the zift of Dr. John 0. Fer-
cuson, the doyen of the European advisers to successive Chinese govern-
ments and orgzanizations, and President of the first European-Chlnese uri-
versity. Dr. Ferguson's collection of Chinese jades and porcelains is cne
of the finest in the world in personal hands, and the book, bound in silk
and printed on the finest zrade of rice paper, is a magnificent speciren
of book-makinz. It cape to the University throuch the kindly offices of
Mrs. Boyle, a menber of the British Columbia Publie Library Cormission.

The fourth item 1s "Seneca, Tragediae Senecae cum Comrentol
(Lyons, 1491). Because of 1ts rarity and its aze, the most notable vol-
une in the University's book collection is thils Tragedy of Hercules
Furens, gresented to the Library by Dr. Harold Temperley, cf Gonville and
Calus Coilege, Cambridgze. It is a zeniune incunabulum, bearing the date
1491, and was lssued by Larbillon & Sarazin, of Lyons, one of the earliest
printing firms of France. The book is & really fine specimen of early
printing, the typography beling as shérp and brilliant as in the very best
of the incunabula., It is printed from a beautiful font of type, the text
of the tragedy being centrally spaced and symretrically desizned, and sur-
rounded by historical, classical, and literary corment in a snmaller type.
The paper is weathered to a beautiful crean, and nowhere 1s it defaced by
usage and water stainse.

As presented by Dr. Temperley, the first two pages were rissing,
and the hinge of one cover weak. It was, therefore, sent tc Enjland for

renovation, and Messrs. Stevens and Brown, who did the work, carefully
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collated it with the unique copy in the British Museum, and received per-
mission to photograph the lacking pages, which have been bound into the
book.

It is of interest to note that the date of publication, 1491,
was exactly three hundred years before Vancouver saw the shores of British
Columbia and Nootka Sound. The gift was the result of an interesting
morning spent in the Library by Dr. Temperley two years ago, and was
presented as a gesture of goodwill to a young institution, as well as a
souvenir of his visit. Full details of this valuable gift are contalned
in an article in the recent issue of the Graduate Chronicle.

Mrs. H. T. Gerrans, of Oxford, England, whose gift of seven
hundred volumes, part of the large librery of her deceased husbend, a
Fellow cf Worcester College, was acknowledged in the last Report, has con-
tinued her interest in this University and its Library by a further gift
of two hundred excellent books.

Mentlon should also be made of a number of old and rare books
presented to the Library by Dr. R. E. Stedman, & groduate of this Unlver-
sity now resident in Englond. These cre prineipclly medleval classical
works.

Other important gifts, for which space will not permlit detalled
description, are listed hereunder:-

Kiss C. J. de Voss Von Steenwyk, General works.

kr. John E. Eagles, Arkwright, The Polnter ond hils Predecessors.

Mr. ®. R. Cryer, General works.

Mrs. W. Harrison, Warner, Library of Werld's Best Literature.

¥r. Ralph H. Roys, General works.

¥rs. Jonathan Rogers, Framed colored etching, The Coronation

Dr.ngigén F. Black, U.S. Dept. of Education, Annual Reports.

U.5. Governiment Documents.

Legislative Library, Victoria, B.C., Sessional Papers of
lianitoba.
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¥r. T. A. Brough, Educational Reports.
Mr. C. E. Smyth, General works.
lrs. Dubols Phillips, Fleture of Shakespeare.

Gifts of the Carnegle Corporation of New York.

It is once more the duty and pleasure of the Librarian to
acknowledge the continued interest and generosity of the Carnegle Corpora-
tion of New York. In the last Report acknowledgment was made of a grant
~of $15,000. for undergraduate reading, and of the prescntation of the
iCollege Art Teaching Collection" valued at $4,000. The Board of Gover-
nors made a grant for the suitable housing of this splendid gift, the use-
fulness of which has almost every week been demonstrated by frequent con-
sultations made by Faculty and students of the Vancouver School of Art,
the Staff of the Vancouver School Board engaged in art instruction, socle-
tiex like the Women's Paculty Art Club, and members of our own Faculty 1h-
terested in the subject. Departments of Classics, of English, and of
Moderns, have found the material in this collection of the utmost value,
as has alsc the Reference Department of the Library.

Accompanying the 2,100 reproductions of famous plctures was a
library cof 185 volumes devoted to pletures, statuary, architecture, pot-
tery, and tapestry. Of these 48 ¢of the titles were duplicates of those
already owned by the Library. The Librarian attempted to exchange these
for others. For reasons for which the Library ls not responsible the
negotlations were prolonged. It was only towards’the close of the Univer-
sity year 1937-38 that the matter was satisfactorily adjuéted, and as &
result, $600. worth of bocks was returned, and new works of equal Interest
and value supplled in their plsace.

Few unlverslitles in Canada now equal the faclilities for art

study - at least by means of bocks and reproductions - now avalleble here.
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Within the period covered by this Report the University has re-
ceived another notable gift from the Carnegie Corporation. This is the
"Carnegle Muslc Teaching Set for Colleges™. It consists of 945 phonograph
records, an especlally-designed electric phonograph, 81 record albums with
walnut cabinet, 151 bound scores (elther miniature or octavo size), a
library of 100 books on music (79 titles) and a card catalogue of all the
records - approximately 3,900 cards in all. The manufacturers! cost of
this gift 1s $2,600.

Of the 79 titles in the book collecction the Library was already
in possesslon of 37; of the scores of symphgnieé, orchestral suites, con-
certos, etec., the Library already owned 21.

As in the case of the Art Collection, arrangements were mode to
exchange the duplicate volumes and scores for others to be supplied by the
firm assembling the materlal.

Of a1l the gifts received by the University, it is doubtful if
any have been more extensively appreciated than that now under notice.
Preslident Klinck appointed o specisl committee, with Professor Ira Dil-
worth as Chairman, to arrange for its administration and use. An inaug-
ural recital was glven in the University Auditorium to hundreds of invited
guests. In cddition to special lectures on different aspects of music by
Professor Dilworth, Dr. W. L. MecDonald, Dr. G. G. Sedgewick, and Dr.
A.F}B. Clark - all illustrated by the records included in the gift - there
have been a large number of informel reeitals enjoyed by hundreds of
students.

It should be noted that this gift was made under terms of
liberal and greatly relexed Corporation regulations. These regulations

prescribe that the Set shall be presented only to institutions giving
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formal lnstruction in the mﬁsical art. With this condition this Univer-
sity could not comply, but under the strong representations made, the
Committee in charge of distribution relaxed this rule in our favour.

This kindness is the ncre appreclated because of the known fact that there
were appllications - including those frem 160 institutions that qualified
under the regulations - beyond the 400 sets presented to universities and

colleges of the United States and Canada.

Circulation.

The circulation in recent years has been around the 100,000
mark. There was & slight falling off in the university year 1936-37,
though the loans exceeded 100,000. But in the university year 1937-38
the loans showed a 20 per cent. increase, the total being 121,071, repre-
senting loans of almost 50 volumes to every student enrolled. In November
and March - the months preceding the Christmas and Spring Examlnations -
book loans averaged about 1,000 evéry working day.

The total loans, by years, are as follows:

General Reserve - Total
1933-34 50,642 46,261 96,903
1934-35 55,974 41,008 96,982
1935-36 61,229 41,737 102,966
1936-37 52,880 49,075 101,955
1937-38 55,0056 66,066 121,071

The monthly statlstics of eirculation are as follows:

1936-317 1937~38
General Reserved Total - General Reserved Total
April 4,931 4,451 9,382 2,823 4,655 7,478
Kay 975 - 975 3,012 - 3,012
June 1,541 - 1,541 1,280 - 1,280
July 3,105 2,310 5,415 3,538 2,540 6,078
Aug. 2,062 1,545 3,607 2,613 2,124 4,737

Forward 12,614 8,306 20,920 13,266 9,319 22,585
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1936-317 1937-38 A

General Reserved Total General Reserved Tobel

Forward 12,614 8,306 20,920 13,266 9,319 22,665
Sept. 2,388 g20 3,308 2,611 1,926 4,427
Oct. 7,816 7,715 15,5631 6,5¢1 7,931 14,51%
Nov. 6,945 8,825 15,770 7,957 12,048 26,005
Dec. 3,111 2,875 5,986 4,082 7,630 11,712
Jan. 6,6C0 5,515 12,115 6,922 6,347 13,269
Feb. 6,686 6,789 13,406 6,754 8,456 15,240
Mar. 6,720 8,130 14,919 6,932 12,379 19,311
52,880 49,075 101,955 55,005 66,066 121,071

The total registration, including the Directed Readling
Courses, for the university year 1936-37 was 2,329, and for that of
1937-35, 2,497.

The Loan Desk glves service to Faculty and students for 13
hours a day durling the winter session except on Friday and Saturday, the
hours being from 8:45 A.M. to 9:45 P.M. The regular circulation staff
of.five has to be supplemented during the rush hours by assistance from
the Reference and Directed Reading Departments.

In order to glve to those 1t serves the most speedy and satis-
factory service, a number of experiments in the arrangement of the stack
systen have been noade durlng recent years. Some courses - as Literature,
Economies and History - demand much more extensive reading than others,
and the classes taking these subjects are very large. To reduce the time
of book service these sections of the llbrary have been stacked in posi-
tions s close as possible to the Loan Desk, ignoring, for the sake of
the time and labor thus scved, the orderly and sequential errongement of
the book classification. Signs on the book alsles indicate these changes

to nmenmbers of the Teaching Staff, and students having stack privileges.
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The advantages of these nodificaticons are obvious and continuous, when
it 1s remembered that the book ccllecticn is distributed through a steck
oceupying six storles, and that the call bey messengers have to go up
and down stalreases for every book required. In the English cclleetion,
for instance, this rearrangenent of location saves travel up and down
one flight of stazirs - 2 labor that has to be repeated scores -'same-
times hundreds - of times a day. 4s it 1s, the work of the Loan Staff
1s physically tiring: they are on their feet at least seven hours a day,
and for a good part of that time are carrying books up or down stairs.

The Librarian deems it no more than just to put on record
the fact that the serviece given users of the Library by Miss Lanning and
her asslstants is highly eppreciated and frequently praised by Faculty
and students for its promptness, effielency and courtesy.

Graduate students who have done work in other librariles fre-
quently comment on the speed of service, as compared with other univer-

sitlies having larger library staffs.

Reference Department.

This Department has in recent years been the most rapld in
its growth and (at least by Paculty and research students outside the
University) the most appreecicted of all the services rendered by the
Librery. Members of the teachlng staff heve shown = steadily increas-
ing inclination to rely on the Reference Librarian, not only for the
bringing together, but in many cases the preliminary selectlon, of book
materizl essential to their work. W%hen the resources of our own book
collection are inadequate for their purposes, it 1s‘the Reference

Librarian, Miss Anne Snith, who secures from other instituticns, by wey
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of Inter-library Loan, the material required. Some of the detalls and
difflculties of these Inter-library borrowings have been dealt with else-
where 1n this Report. The compilation of material required for public
addresses by members of Faculty has, in the period under review in this
Report, been an added and interesting feature of the Reference Depart-
ment's work.

Students, likewlse, have in recent years shown an increasing
appreciation of the aSSisfance that can be rendered by this department.
They discuss with Miss Smith the material required for the numerous
assigned essays: questions relating to campus activities, and those hav-
ing to do with educational, social, religicus, and technical relations
outside the Campus. The department secures Inter-library Loans for
graduates and fourth year Honcor students, and gives, both to groups and
to individuals, @ great deal of perscnal instructicn in the use of the
Library.

Information is frequently sought by students who have left
the University on all types of reference questions. Out of town students
request suggestlions and advice on book selectlion. Many teachers ask for
informatlon on teaching methods, and adviee on titles toc be placed in
schocl libraries.

Technical questions on all topies come to this department
from business firms, principally in Vancouver, and extensive loans are
made to business corporaticns, such as the Britannia Mining & Smelting
Company, the Consolidated Minlng & Smelting Company at Trail, to agri-
cultural experimental stations, and biclogleal boards. Help is fre-
quently requested from the various public libraries of the province, on

whose behalf Inter-library Loan arrangements are mede by this Library.
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The organization of these varlous services necessarily in-
volves ruch preparatory work, such as the indexing of periodicals, the
keeping of elipping files, and the compilation of a plcture collection
for class instruction by teachers of the public schools. This latter 1s
a particularly apprecisted, and steadily increasing, service.

The Reference Department was the principal initlator of a

plan to compile a Union List of Serials for Western Canadé, which will

include the larger llbraries in British Colupbia, the university libra-
ries of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Menitoba, and a number of special
libraries covering research materizl in the fields of forestry, mining,
fisheries, and education. Started six or seven years ago for our own
convenience and use, preliminary drafts were sent as complled to other
librarions for their infornation, and as a result, several of these pro-
ceeded tc list thelr own material. The combination of these 1nto a
Provinelal Serial List was a loglcally succeeding step, and last year the
enlargenent of the plan by inclusion of the serial holdings of the prin-
eipal libraries of the three prairie provinces was undertaken. It is
expected that the work will be finished this summer. When completed,
the prineipal libraries of western Canada will have thelr own holdings
of periodicals and serial publiceticns completely listed, and be in
possession of information concerning those of other libraries through-
out the reglon covered. The reciprocal availabllity of this Infornpa-
tion will be an important step in general library organizatlon, enabl-
ing librarians throughout the four western provinces to secure for their
enquirers, and without delay, all avallable naterial.

The last Report submitted to the Senate pointed out the

necessity, in view of the increasing work cf the Reference Department,
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of the appolntment cf an assistant to Miss Smith. This step has sinece
been teken, the additlonal rmenmber cf the staff being Miss Dorothy Kelly,
M.A.

Tc nmeet the lncreased work in the field of Adult Education,
and the Extension Department, Miss Jean Fannin wes appointed to succeed
Miss Helen Fairley on the latter's retirement due to her narrisge.

Reference has already been made in this Report to the pro-
gress rendered possible by the appointment of a Reference Librarian in
charge of Public Dceuments. Many thousands of these had been recelved
since the Library's orgenization, but lack of staff utterly precluded
any pernanent werknmanlike organization of this material. Substanticl
rrogress can, however, ncw be reported. All newly arriving Government
Documents are now checked, stamped, marked for shelves, and distributed
to the correct department if to be catalogued. Approximately one
thousand such docurments sre received every menth. The lists of govern-
ment publications are studlied for desired materlal, and requests for
the sape sent to the department of publlieations. Much correspondence
is required to fill in nissing numbers, and for the acknowledgment of
the recelpt of requested doeuments coming in as gifts.

The organization of the Government Dcoeument paterial in
arrears hes aslready nede substantial progress, the publicaticns of
Great Britain, Australia, India, and South Africa having been sys-
tematized. Classification headings have been made (these being checked
against Gregery's Union List of Foreign Doeuments), and the material
arranged for binding, or placed in transfer cases. Sonme idea of the
volume of work done can be given by the statement that, for Great

Britain alone, 16,000 separate documents have heen classified and filed,
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and by the further fuct that 25 volumes of publicaticns cf the Hcuse of
Coormons heve been ecllated and cheecked for binding. Many of these
papers are nerely 1eafleté, thcurh of importance for historical refer-
ence. The work done represents an assenblage of cver 40,000 pages.

Work has begun con the dcocuments of the United States and
Canade, Thls 1s really a gipantie task, and will requlre years tc con-
plete. There are awaiting croenlzaticn more than 10,000 separate vel-
unes and panphlets of the Deminicn, and of Amerlcan federal and state
docunents. Aside {rom regular sized veclumes, there are some hundreds
of pamphlet cases in which the material has been temporarily deposited
pending orsenization.

In January Miss Kelly presented to the Library Commlittee an
interesting progress report, from which the foregoling statements have
been selected., It concluded with the program of proposed developments
in the Government Document field. This was arranged under nine heads.
Its completion will take some years of work, and an increase of staff.
It is gzratifying to report, however, that a noteble start has alresdy
been made, with the promise of contlinued progress in the near future.
The work already done has abundantly justifled the appointmént of a

special member of the staff, repentediy urged in previous Reports.

Pericdicals Department.

The work of this department, and the policies under which
1t is operated, were discussed at length in the Tenth Report. No new
ground has been broken in the interval. Work has proceeded normally
and eontinucusly under the supervision of Mr. Roland Lanning.

Applications by the Teaching Staff for the purchase cf

pericdicals nct on the Library's 1list have been less nunerous, and less
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Inslstent, than in rccent years. Without dcubt this is due tc the known
reluctance of the Committee to inerease the number of subseriptions -
a polliey deelded upcn in consequence of the dispropocrtionate amount ex-
pended on perlcdicals, as compared with books.

The Teaching Departments, up tc the limits of the book pur-
chase appropriatlons ewarded them by the Committee, have practically a
free hand in the selection of bocks purchased for the Library, but in
the matter cf perlodieal subscriptions applications heve to be sent in
to the Committee, and speclally authorized, before corders are placed.
This regulatlon was necessary tc safeguard the Library against avoid-
able and inadvisable changes in the subscription list. Every effort
has been pade to limit periodical subseriptions to those of permanent
and enduring value, and to have the holdings of these, if not complcte,
at least econtinuous. This poliey, steadfastly acdhered to since the or-
ganization of the University, has proved both wise and effective. In-
deed, the characteristic feature of the University's bock collection
is the high proportion of long runs of perlodicals of authority, and of
the Transactions and Proceedings ¢f learned sceleties, viewed in rela-
tion to the 115,000 volumes on the shelves. FPew, if any, libraries of
comparable slze and character have sc large a propertion of works cf
this type, whleh ccnstitute the background and backbone of the raterial
for research. |

For a score cf years the Library Committee has had to resist
the pressure to change 1ts list of periodical subseriptions. A really
strong and convinelng case has to be presented before a new subscripticn
is added., This attitude was adopted becsuse all periodical subscrip-

tion costs were a first charge on the Beok and Magazine Appropriation,
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and ccrrespondingly diminished the sums the Cormittee cculd award to
the Departnments for the purchuse cf books,

Four years ago the Committee relaxed its regulation in this
regard by pernitting Departments, inslsting on the necessity of some
new subscription, to pay for the same from their book appropriation,
on the understanding that the subseription shculd be ecntinued by the
Department for a pericd of at least three years, after which, if funds
permitted, its cost would be taken over by the Periodical Fund on
specific aprroval by the Committee. This regulation had an irmediste
effect on the number of applications for new subseripticns, and euto-
matically disposed of a certain proporticn of departrmental requests.

The three-year period of ﬁrcbation of some of the periodi-
cals subscribed to by the Departments under the approval of the Com-
nittee has elapséd. In a few cases the costs of these have been assun-
ed by the genersl Perliodical Fund: in others the cost of subscription
is still charged against the sprropriations of the Departrments interest-
ed.

In all, about 482 rperiodicals are regularly recelved., This
enounts tc an increase of 22 over the total in the Tenth Report, and
i1llustrates the insistent »>ressure on the Cummittee by the Teaching
Departments to nake avallable in the Library the latest views, and the
newest knowledge, in their respective flelds. The new subscriptions
assumed by the Library represent perhaps only one-third of the applica-
tions recelved. The majority of the new subscrirtions are those of
newly founded journals of acknowledged importance. The list follouws:

Botany Chronica Botanica.
Cold Spring Herbor Biological Ass'n. Symposiun.
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Chenistry: Jeurnal of Chemical Physles.

Journal of Organic Chenistry.
Civil International Associsticn for Bridee and
Engincering: Struetural Enzineering. Proceedings.
Econoriies: Arercsica.

American Sceicloglceal Review.
league of Naticns. Subseription to inclusive
eccononlic publications.

Edueation: British Journzl of Educaticnal Psychology.
School Life.

History: Crcun Colonist.

Library: Library (Bibliographlcal Sceiety, Transactions).

Mocerns

(Gernen) s German Life and Letters.

Nursing & Pub- Canadian Hospital.

lic Health: Hospitals.
Physical Athletic Journal.
Edueation: Journal of Health and Physical Educatlion.

Physical Bducation ... Digest.

Subserinrticns to several important journsls were dropped
during the derpression, and these have been renewed, and the rmissing
years cbtained to moke the file complete. They are as follows:

Bicmetriks.

Eugenlcs Revicw.

Journal cof Engineering Education.
Power Plant Engineering.

Revue Hortieole.

Romanic Review.

In the field of educaticn the Library for sopme years recelv-
ed from the Teachers' Asscclation Library of Vancouver the completed
velumes of a number of subscriptions, on condition that they be bound
and made availabtle for teachers. Upon acceptance of this offer, such

of these subseriptions as had been placed by the Library were dropped.

The Teachers! Association, however, withdrew frcm this arrangenent,
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1ts members finding 1t more convenlent for thelr own purposes to have
this material avallable dowr town. The subscriptions were therefore
reassumed by the Library, and any gaps in the files filled in. The
following eight periodicals come within this category:

Educational Administration & Supervision,
Eduesticonul Method.

Elementary.School Journal.

Journal of Educational Research.
Ocecupations.

School and Society.

School Arts Magazine.

Sehool Review.

Some eomplete or partial sets of periodicals have been re-
celved in exchange, or as gifts from other institutions, and the gaps
In the files of these have been fllled in by the Library. These include:

Provinelal Library: Journal of the Parlioments of
the Empire.

University of Alberta: Abstracts of Surgery.
Parts of other medieal journals.
Canadian Alpine Journal.

University of the Scouth African Journal cf Economics.
Witwatersrand: Scuth African Journal of Natural
History.

& number of impcrtant large sets, mostly complete, but in-
volving new subscriptions, have been rceeived in the period ecvered by
this Report. Of several of these the Library had small holdings, either
odd velumes cr current subscripticns, but others were quite new. Not-
able additions‘have been the following:

Copela. 1913~ tc date.

Helvetlea Chimiea Acta. v.l- 1918~ tc date.

Highway Resesrch Board. Proceedings. 1923~ to dute
(inecmplete) :

Musical Quarterly. v.l- 1915-to date.

Musical Times. Vv.17- 1875~ tc¢ date.

National Conference of Scecizl Work. Proceedings. V. 5-
1878~ to date.

Royal Society of New Zealand (N.Z. Institute) Trans-
acticns & Proceedings. v.l- 1868~ to date.
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Slavonle Review. v.l- 1922~ to date.
Sociological Review., vVv.l- 1208~ to date.

Important additions have also been made to the Library
periodical files, largely by the Teaching Departments from their al-
locations of the #1,100. special grant made by the Board to the Library

in Mareh 1937. These are as {ollows:
fmerican Institute of Mining & Metallurglieal Engineers.
Transactions.
American Naturalist.
California. University. Publications.
Criterion.
Institute of Radio Engineers. Proceedings.
Journal of Comparative Neurology.
H i Morphology.
" " Nutrition.
Mining Congress Journal.
Mycologia.
National Education Ass'n. Publications.

Tnls summary of the work done by the Periodical Department
Indicates the range and the importance of periodieal and allied material
in relation to the general sctivitles of the Library. The cheeking of
this materlial demands continuous watchfulness end care. The Librarian
1s glad to testify that in every respect this work is well done by the

Perlodical Librarisn, Mr. Rolend lLanning.

The Librory Catalogues.

The last Report presented to the Senate set forth the im-
‘portance of the Catalogue as the key that opened to enqulrers the
resources of the bock ecllection. It stated that the twenty years!
labors of Miss Dorothy Jefferd, the member of the staff responsible, had
crezted a tocl by means of which any enquirer could easily and speedily
ascertain the loecation of any book in the colleetion, with particulars

as to the author and subject, time and place of publicaticn, and
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general preliminery Information cs to the scope and field cof the book.
Though the Staff might desire a larger number of M"analyticals™ - cards
giving more detalled partieculars - this was ilmpossible until an ossis-
tant Catuloguer was appolinted, but thet, as it then stocd, the Cata-
logue had been given high commendation by members of cur own Faculties,
and by visiting scholers and librerians.

The work of developing the Catalogue has procecded steadily
throughout the pericd covered by this Report. A recent cheeck shows that
there are, in =all, 646,500 cards in the four systems required.

In the Kaln Catalogue, housed adjolining the Reading Room,
there are 324,200 cards - an avercge c¢f three for every bock in the
collection. This makes avallable inforpation to enquirers as to Author,
Title, and Subject.

The other three Catalogues are in the Library offices. They
are the Authcer Catalogue, containing 103,900 cards, and the Shelf List
with 104,900. In the latter, the cards sre arranged in cabinets in
exactly the some crder as the books appear on the shelves. It is the
ceans by which the anmual lnventory of the Library 1s made, and nissing
books ascertalned. The fourth Catalogue 1s thot of accesslions. It con-
tains 113,400 cards. These glve the business detulls of the acqulsition
of the Library's bocks - the dutes on which they were ordered and re-
ceived, the desler from whom they were purchased, the particular edi-
tions acquired, the price paid, and bibliographical detslls. It is a
record of all necessary business detalls of bocks purchased or other-

wise acqulired since the Library's crgenization.



Dencgitcery Cutalogue.
A &

The work on the crgenization of the Depository Catalogue has
rroceeced steadlly since the last Report.

In the two-year period now under review 821,987 curds were
placed in thelr proper location in the system., Of these, 739,437 were
from the crigincl shirment received in the autunn of 1935, and 82,550
were newly printed and current cards. In all, 1,050,393 cords had been
filed at the clouse of the university year. Of the shipment of 36
packing-ceses, 12 yet remalin to b done, so thet at the rate of progress
hitherto malntained the Depository is exrected to be conplete by the
opening <f the fall session in 1939.

The cost c¢f the orgenizaticon of the Depository to the end of
the university yeor was about $4,420. The work is under the supervision
of Miss Mary Barton, and an aprropriation of $#960. has been allotted for
student help 1n each of the twc years under review. Most of the werk
has been done during the surpmer vacation, an average of six girl stu-
dents being employed for four hours a day at an hcurly rete of 30 cents.

4s 1t progresses toward complete organizaticn, the velue of
the Depcsitory Catulogue, alike to Faculty and the Librory Staff, is
being increasingly demonstroted., Its possession is fulfilling every
expectaticn in giving the Library recognized reputation for its facili-

ties for bibliograrhieal research.

Binding.
The last Rencrt presented to the Senate set forth the de-
nlcrable situation intc which the binding requirercnts ¢f the Library

had fallen as & result of the reducticn of the University's incone, and
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the steps taken to remedy the situation alter the restoration of the
Provineial Government grant nearer te its former figure., That Report
set forth that an annusd appropriaticn cf $2,000. had been voted for
eurrent requirements, and an additicnal ¢£3,000., on a five-year plan,
to overtake arrears. The Repcrt further set forth that in the year
1034-35 1,268 new volumes were bound, and 184 repaired. For the year
1935-36 the work in this Department was greatly increased, in all,
5,236 bocks belng handled, Of these, 2,844 were new vclumes, 301 were
theses, and 1,036 were paper-coverad bocks rebound. & total of 1,065
velumes were repaired,

Fcr the year 1936-37, the appropriation tctalled #3,500.,
+1,000. of this bheing the grant under the five-year plan. In addition,
there was an unspent balance of (454.30, raking a tctal avsilable for
binding of $3,954.30. In all, $3,972.92 was spent, leaving a debit
balance on this acccunt of $18.62. 1,266 new volumes costing $2,213.70
were bound at an average cost of $1.75. 589 paper-covered volumes were
bound, the cost being $810.65, an average of $1.38, 775 rebinds and
reruirs cost $799.77 - an average of $1.13. In additicn 13 theses were
bound, making the totel volumes bound or repalred 1,643.

For the year 1937-38 the oprropriaticn was alsc $3,500.
There was spent $3,654.52, leaving a debit of £154.58. The costs of
the vorious types of binding were approximately as in the previous year.
1,355 new bocks were bound; 469 paper-covered volumes were rebound;
while 539 iterms wcre rebinds and repairs. The total number of volumes
handled therefore was 2,363,

In azdditicn, the ‘ichained bock¥, presented by Krs.
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F, W. Walker, was sent to England for specisl rencvaticn, os was also
Seneca's ‘Tragedy of Hercules Furens® (1491), presented to the Libreary
by Dr. Tenperley, ¢f Gonville and Calus Ccllege, Cambridge.

The lceal binding work has contlinued tc be done by Brocks
& Son, which has given excellent service in the matters of price,
quality, and tine.

The bindlng wcrk of the Library 1s 1in charge of Mr. Rcland

Lanning, and has been dcne with thcrough conpetence,

Finance.
The following summary cf departmental finance 1s given for
the Senate's infofmaticn.
The Library budget for the twe yecrs under review shows

the followling zpprosricticns:

1936-37 1937-38
Books & Mogazines ¢ 6,500.00 ¢ 6,500.00
Binding 3,500.00 3,500.00
Equirnment , 465.00 465.00
Supnlies & Expense 1,500.00 1,500.00

In additicn, surplepentary grants were made by the Bceard of
Governcrs to the Book & Magazine Acccunt, to meet specisl requirements
that develcped subsequent to approval of the Departrent's regular
budget. These amounted to 03,220. in 1936-37, and 670. in 1937-38.
A gift of ¢50. was received from the Jaranese Alunnl Associatlon.
Fines totalling $977.50 were ccllected. In oll, £18,428.42 was ¢X-
renced on books and rericdicals durlng the twoe yeors, the excess -
$1,558.42 - over the appfopriations recelved rerresenting crders out-
standing, and ;rovided for by grents fron pfeceding years.

The work cf crdering books is in the hands of Mlss Evelyn
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Hearsey, and has been donc with thoroush satisfaction, alike tc the
Librarizn and the Bursar's Depsrtment, with which the accounts regular-
ly submitted to the President and the Library Committee, are each month
ehecked and adjusted.

The Problem of Accommodation - For Readers
- for Books.

Previous Reports presented to the Senate have set forth the
diffieculties due to inadequacy of acecommodation, alike for readers and
for books. Practically no improvement can be reported in the conditions
therein set forth. Readers' accommodation in the Library is exactly
what 1t wes two years ago, thqugh in the meantime student enrolment has
increased, and the conditions of congestion have become correspondingly
aggravoted. In the weeks prior to the Christoos and spring examina-
tions every scat in stack and reading rooms 1s occupied: scores of stu-
dents have to stand to study: they sit on windowsills or radiators, and
on the staircoses within, or cutside, the building. They do their
reading 1in common rooms, in the cafeteria, at the bus stend, and on
campus benches,

During the past three or four years this pressure on seat-
ing accomnodation has oceurred not merely at periods pricr tc examina-
tions; 1t has been continucus and constant. A week after the opening
of the autunn sessicn all the reading rocms have been overcrowded at
certain periods of the week, and have sc remained throughout the year.
No relief is possible unless and until the building is enlarged.

The present University'premises were cemigned for o student
body of 1,500. The present enrolment 1s cbout 60 per cent. in excess

of that capaclity, Recders' accommedation should provide for at least
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30 per cent. of student enrolment - on the present basis, for ghout
720, The actual focilities are for less than 380 - and this figure

includes all emergency provision within the building. The figures

are:-
Mzin Reading Roon 126 chairs
Scuth # " 60 ¢
North 1 i 60 it
Periodical Room 46 M
Stack Carrels 52
Art Room 13 " 357 chairs
Supplementary - Main Rezdling Roor 4 M
Stucks 8 i
Reserve Cotalogue g ig "
375 "

Teotal

I

Outside the Librory bullding, there ore the fcllowing ad-

ditional reading facilities:

Aipplied Science Reading Roon 26 chalrs

Chenistry " i 4 0

Herd Book Room 14 1

Nursing 0 "
54 i

Thus, after taking into account every foeility provided,
there is a shortage of about 300 chairs in the recding accormodatlion
required.

Present day university education is more and niore erphasiz-
ing ccllocteral or prescribed reading. In mony of the courses here
offered 2 knowledge of nore than fifty bocks is required. These re-
quireents necessarily impose heavy demands upon the Library staff.
They also presuppose provislon of the cceommedation necessary to enable
students tc nmeet the conditions imposed by the courses of instruction
taken. The first of these requirerments the Library staff does its

best tc meet. Nothing can be done as to the second unless and until
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further secting ccecrncdation is vrovided.

The President and the Board -f Governcors are well cwore of,

o

and synpathetic to, the ccnditicns and the needs, but are a2s helpless
~as the Library stoff to lrprove elther. The remedy lies with the Pro-
vinclal Governnent, to which repeated representaticns have heen rade
with respeet, not cnly to the Library, but other Departnents of the
institution suffering fror sinilar congestions The Library Corrlttee
and the Librory staff deer: it their duty to present the circumstonces
to those in cuthority, even while reccgnizing the fincneial difficul-
ties iprlicit in the situsticn.

As nort cof the effort tc secure cdditicnal reading rocn

aecormodation, there hos bhecn insururated in the A

~1ied Science build-

inz a srecial recding rcon for students ¢f that Foeculty. Prefessors
have lengs denlored the faect that their students made 1ittle use of
librery foeilitles during their earlier yeors. For this there were two
reascns:- the heavy character cf the ipplied Science ccurse, requiring
& larger crenertion of tine for draftins and laboratery werk, ond the
¢istance f the Library frcn the Applied Science bullcinz.

Shortly after his arrival Deon Finlayson discussed the
rmatter with the Librorian, and a werking arrangencent, satisfactory to
his Faculty, and not dipinishine in any irportant sense the service of
the Main Librory, wos evelved. With the consent of the Derortrent con-
eccrned, a roon deveted to recloglenl literature was oade availoble as
o genersl Applied Scicnee Reading Roorie cne twenty-five or thirty
enzineerin~ pericdicals were transferred there from the Perlcdieal Roam,
s was @lso a scrviceable werking librory deeling with the varicus

branches ¢f encineering. The Arrlied Scicnee stenograrher supcrvises
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the reoon, and keeps records of losns, which zre included in the zeneral
statistics cf circulation. Tec zive increcsed opportunity for consults-
ticn of the material thus rade availoble, lecture and laborctory hours
in the first and second years of the Applied Sclence ccurses were re-
cuced by several hours a week, while, to ensure reference tc the new
book and periodiesl natericl, a ccurse of general encineering, in which
essays on rrescribed reading in current enpginecring literature were re-
quired, wos inaugurcted.

Professors in the Foculty of Lprlied Science agree that the
anount cf reading deone by students has ccnsiderably increcsed as the
result of these crransenents.

The problen cf bock acccmmcdation, thoush not so desperate
as that for readers, has nevertheless beccrme serisus and ccute. Every
yvear pajor cor niner readjustments have to be mede in the shelving of
beoks to provide for develcpments in the ccllection thet cannct be an-
ticirated. Last yeor the wheole of Tier 1 and mere than cne-half of

Tier 2 - nearly cne-half of the collecetion - had to be reshelved.

b)

e necsure of relief was cbtained by partitioning off o part of the

C

nen's clcakrocn in the basement. Temcorary weoden shelvins was in-
stalled, and in this was éhelved the zceecurulation of Governrent Deocu-
rments cnd allied matericl. Sinilorly, teryorary shelving was installed
in the furncec rcom. These adjustnents rendered nossible the mueh nore
sutisfoetery orronizaticon of irportont, and increasincly used, types of
book moterial. There still awaits croonlzation, however, the Library's
collection cof newspier files, which at the =resent time are stored in
nacking eases In the werpen's cloakroon, and ore altcgether unavailoble

for reference.
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us previously pelnted cut, the solutlon ¢f the beok shelving
rreblent 1lles in the develonrent of Ticrs 6 end 7 of the stack, at nre-
sent the terporary Perlodical Room. This cannot be done, however, un-
til the first addition to the Library building is erected, for nearly
50 chalirs of the present entirely inadequate seating accorrodation

would thereby bec lost.

Starf.
The Library staff, as at the closing date of this Report,
was as follows:

Librerian's Office:

John Ridington Librarian
Evelyn Hearsey Book Orders
Christina McGregor Stenographer

Eeference Department:

Anne M. Smith, K.A., B.L.S. Reference Librarian
Dorothy B. Kelly, K.A., B.L.S. Government Documents

Catalogue Department:

Dorothy M. Jefferd Cataloguer
Mary K. Barton, B.A., B.L.S. Depository Catalogue
Lionel T. J. Haweis Accessions

Periodicals and Binding Department:

Roland J. Lanning, B.A., B.L.S. Periodicals, Binding

Circulation Departnent:

kabel ¥. Lanning, B.A., B.L.S. General Circulation

Jean G. Fannin, B.A., B.L.S. Directed Reading Courses

Hermione D. B¥ttger, B.A. Applied Sclence Reading
Room

Ellzabeth Hoffmeister, B.A. Reserve Loans

Lyman Swennerton Call Boy

Arthur Scbotin
In the period covered by this Report a new position has

been added to the Department - that of care of Government Documents,



o,
& %

- 33 -

s section of the Library, and of Library work, that has greatly develop-
ed within the lagt five years. This position is fllled by Kiss Dorothy
B. Kelly.

As in previous Reports, the Librarian desires to convey to
the Senate his appreciation of the loyal and intelligent service given

by every member of the staff in the period under review.

Library Committee.

In October 1936 the Senate approved the recommendations of
the Faculties, aond appointed as members of the Library Ccmmlttee the
following:

Prof. F. H., Soward, Chairman Representing the Faculty of

Arts and Science.

Dr. Iscbel ¥celnnes i ]
Dr. M. Y. Willlams i i

Dr. Blythe Bagles Represcenting the Foculty of
Agriculture.
Prof. A. H. Finlay Representing the Faculty of

Applied Science.

A yeer later Prof. Sowsrd, who had served for five years on
the Committee - tﬁe last two os Chalrman - announced his desire to re-
tire., Prof. Thorlief larsen was cppointed as Prof. Soward's successor,
representing the Fueulty of Arts and Scicnce, and at the next succeed-
ing meeting of the Committee Prof. A. H. Finloy, the senlor member,
was eleeted Chalrman.

Seven meetings of the Committee were held 1n the first year
cbvcred by this Report, and eight meetings in the university year Just
closed.

The Librarian tckes pleasure in placing on record the

interest taken, and the co~operation given, by every member of these
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two Committees in the work of the Librory. The discussions at the
Committee meetings have covered every aspect of library pollicy and
cdninlstrotion. In addition to the regular meetings, there have been
mony inforrmal discussions on librory problems, particularly with the
Chairmen of the respective yeors. The success of the work of the
Department in the perlod under review would certainly not have been
as marked had it not been for the Committee's contribution.

Lastly, it is also the duty and the pleasure of the Libra-
rian to acknowledge the syrpathetle assistance glven by the President
of the University, Dr. L. S. Klinck. He has considered the problems
of the Library in conjunction with many-competitive clalms made by
other Departnents of the Universiﬁy. Those knowing, at least in a
general way, the oany problens with which he has officially to deal
are satisfied thet he, and the Board, have treated the Library with
sympathy ond with justice, while his avallability for consultation and

advice is deeply apprecicted.
Respectfully subnitted,
JOHN RIDINGTON,

Librarian.

October, 1938
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