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T U E S D A Y , M A i ^ H H , 1 9 2 3 

FEEE 3HSITY 

HARSH criticism has been aimed at the 
"Ubyssey," the university publication, 

through which members of the student body saw 
fit to criticize the address and attitude of Sir 
Henry N e w b o l t 

The particular point at issue between the stu-
dents and Sir Henry is not pertinent to the dis-
cussion here. The Vancouver Sun commented fa-
vorably on Sir Henry's Vancouver addresses, be-
cause they raised points that stimulated new and 
refreshing trains of thought. But it would be ca-
lamitious if the Canadian people got into such a 
stereotyped frame of mind that no difference of 
opinion would be proper and that honest criticism 
would have to be regarded as heresy. 

Nor can wt hope that the process of thought-
expansion going on at the university can take the 
f o rm of a nest of young robins with their mouths 
propped open to thankfully accept any kind of pap 
that might be dropped in. That would be "cram-
ming," not education, and would lead to mental 
indigestion rather than mental growth. If the stu-
dents at the University of British Columbia are 
thoughtful enough and courageous enough to 
analyze and criticize what is given them, it is a 
g o o d healthy sign for both university and students, 
no matter whether we happen to agree with them 
or n o t 

The Universities of Ox ford and Padua were 
founded on differences of opinion in the Universi-
ties of Paris and Bologne. 

Honest criticism and fearless independent 
thought Ire the stuff that universities are made 
of, and the stuff that keeps man from falling back 
into the slime of mental stagnation. 
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OF SOCIETY HERE 
Xum, (kh^if 

Object Is to Enlist Public 
Sympathy in League 

of Nations 
In connection with the presence 

of H. G. Richardson, general sec-
retary of the League a/ Nations 
Society of Canada, in Vancouver, 
Professor Mack Eastman and C. G. 
Pennock are arranging a meeting 
in the Grosvenor hotel at noon 
Monday to form a nominating com-
mittee which will establish a branch 
of the society in Vancouver. The 
services of Mayor C. E. Tisdall are 
being songht as head of the com-
mittee. 

Mr. Richardson, who Has occupied 
his present position since March, 
With headquarters at Ottawa, states 
that the society hopes to have 100 
new branches and 10,000 new mem-
bers by 1924. Since March the totai 
membership has grown from 800 to 
4000 and the present number of 
branches is 12. 

The League of Nations is hamper-
ed by the fact that although it has 
all the machinery necessary for 
functioning properly, yet it is with-
out the living force of public opin-
ion behind it, the leaders of the 
movement explain. They state that 
such organizations as the League 
of Nations society are necessary to 
enlist public interest and sympathy 
in the work of the league. Economic 
stability can only be attained by 
means of some guarantee against 
war. Public men in England have 
come to the assistance of the so-
ciety in an effort to stabilize the 
business world. 

An influential finance committee 
is In course of formation at Otta-
wa, the honorary treasnrer of the 
central executive being Sir Arthur 
W. Currie, G.C.M.G. 

ON SITE OF THE 
t r 

Aerial Tram Hauls Materials 
From Water's Edge to 

Buildings 

BIG SAVING IN 
COST IS EFFECTED 

Sew Structure Win Be Faced 
With Ornamental B. C. 

Granite 
B r C. KORHAir SENIOR 

MOTORISTS passing around 
Marine drive have been 
puzzleij in the past week or 

two by the appearance of a rustic 
•refc across the roadwjty just south 
of the wireless station. This arch 
is a part of the unique transporta-
tion system adopted for moving 
6applies to the site of the new Uni-
versity of B. C. buildings now un-
der construction. It Is part of an 
aarlal tram and light railway sys-
tem designed to do away with the 
long truck h a d from False creek 
or the Inlet, the cost of which 
would have been terrific. 

At the foot of the cliff the piles 
from an old wharf supplied the 
Ifiea. Utilizing these piles the 
wharf has been repaired and the 
stone and bricks and other ma-
terials win be delivered at this 
place on scows. 
TO PROTECT VKH1CLKS 

An aerial tramway will convey 
the material np the cliff and across 
the road, the archway having been 
constructed partly to shield pass-
ing vehicles from an occasional 
falling brick, but chiefly to sup-
port the cables of the tramway. 
On the university side of the road 
the material will be dropped on 
railway trucks and steamed partlj 
to the cite of construction about 
three-qnartera of a mile inland. 

The carriers on the tramway aru 
being so constructed that only onfe 
handling of the materials will be 
required. A t the scow the stones 
and bricks will be placed in 4x» 
"skips," which will be suspendeu 

from a cable and carried up the 
hill. The "skips" will be dropped 
on the trucks of the railway cars 
exactly as they stand and will be 
moved to the side of the building. 
There a derrick will again lift tht 
skips and deposit them beside the 
masons wherever they may be 
working on the building. The 
masons will obtain their materials 
directly from the skips. 
BIG SAVING EFFECTED 

This one handling represents a 
tremendous saving over the alter-
native method of trucking the ma-
terials from a down town wharf. 
For Instance, the materials would 
haveN to be lifted into the motoi 
trucks and on arrival lifted out and 
piled on the ground. They woula 
then have to be carried to the 
places where they were to be used, 

In all some 10,000 tons of ma-
terial, 3000 tons of stone from the 
Vancouver granite quarries at Nel-
son island, 2500 tons of brick, and 
tile, 2800 tons of sand and gravel. 
500 tons of cement and 500 tons of 
sundries, will be required In the 
the course of completing the new 
science building alone, the on l j 
contract so far l e t At two ana 
three tons a load this would re 
quire between 3500 and 5000 truck-
loads to be delivered seven or eighv 
miles each, if that method oi 
handling had been adopted. Mo-
torists will understand the point ol 
view of the minister of public 
works who was horror-struck al 
the destruction which this .amount 
of heavy trucking would have dons 
to one of the most popnlar sceni -
highways in the province. 

The cost of the wharf, tramwaj 
and railway is about $10,000, so 
the actual handling cost will be 

considerably less than the othei 
method, while the equipment thus 
provided will be available for all 
the other construction work in con-
nection with the university, which 
will probably be the scene of build-
ing activities for the next 25 years 
off and on. The great University 
of Toronto, which is nearly 100 
years old is constantly adding new 
buildings and replacing or repair-
ing old ones. 

As the policy of establishing the 
university in a permanent home al 
Point Grey has now been definitely 
adopted it follows that year Ijy 
year new buildings will be added 
until a complete plant has been 
provided and a>s the institution 
grows new equipment will be re-
quired every few years after that. 
WORK IS PROGRESSING 

In addition the policy of a cen-
tral heating plant has been adopted 
and the site of this building is to 
be directly alongside the present 
stretch of railway, so that the fuel 
will always, be delivered by the 
tram and railway, thus effecting a 
great saving in haulage and han-
dling. 

In the few wee lis that the Ryan 
Contracting company has been on 
the job a tremendous transforma-
tion has been wrought in the 
gaunt concrete skeleton of the 
science building, which has now 
been standing for nearly 10 years. 
The great, ditch surrounding the 
foundation wall has been filled in, 
a cnrtaln wall has been constructed 
and a cement floor pnt in a large 
part of the basement which it was 
not previously intended to utilize. 

Owing to advances in the science 
of heating and ventilation during 
the past 10 or 12 years, changes 
have been made in the basement 
plans to comply with more modern 
methods and equipment. In order 
that no vibration from the boilers 
and engines may be felt through-
out the building a separate floor 
for this equipment has been con-
structed, entirely separated from 
contact with any other portion of 
the structure. 
PITCHFACE GRANITE USED 

People interested in seeing the 
kind of wall that is to be erected 
may observe close to the con-
tractor's o f f ice a sample walk 
erected for the benefit of tenderers 
on material. • Pitchface granitu 
blocks of Irregular dimensions will 
constitnte the exterior face, while 
at the corners cut stone will be 
utilized for ornamental purposes. 
The stones vary in thickness from 
4 to 12 inches, the idea being 
that in this way the stones are tied 
to the brick backing which gives 
the wall its required thickness. 

The complete plans for the in-
terior layout of the building have 
not yet been completed, but owinj, 
to the manner in which the con-
tract was let it has been possible 
to proceed with the exterior work 
in the meantime, so that the build-
ing may be ready for occupation 
by the opening of the 1924 term. 

Sharp & Thompson, the original 
architects for the university, are in 
charge ef the operations, assisted 
by a government engineer and a 
highly trained engineer on the stafi 
of the Ryan Contracting company. 
Col. E. J. Ryan, himself, general 
manager of the company, is on the 
job at 8 o'clock plmost every morn-
ing and is paying close attention 
to the progress of every detail oi 
the work. 
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