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A PROVINCIAL UNIVERSITY.
To the Editor of the "News-Advertiser:”
Sir,—Your leading article of  some ten

days ago anent a Provincial university, r

commends itseif to one!s. good sense.
While I quite agree with you that the

Province cannot. afford at the present

time to establish a university, 1 would
li%e to see the press and the public more
alive {p.and.interested in the importance

of establisiting’ at once a land endowment |

for the unlversity-of the future.
It may Interest your readers to learn

gome facts relative to the.)and endow-,

ment of Toronto University:

On the 2th of July, 1796, Lieutenant-
Governor Simcoe, in a -despatch to the
Colonial Secretary, says: "Appropriaﬁons
of Crown lands may be made agreeabld
to the opinion of the Executive Council
to be sold hereafter for public purposes—,
the first and. chief of which I beg to of-
fer with all respect must Le the creation
and endowment of 2 university, from
which, more, than any other source, or
circumstances whatever, an attachment
to His Majesty, morality and religion, wiff
be fostered and take root throughout the
whole Province:" . \

During the session of the Legisiature U
Upper Canada held the following year
(1797), a joint address from both Houwses
was presented to His Maljesty, praying
that a certaln portion of the waste landd
of the Crown should be apportioned t¢
form a fund 'for the establishment o
a 'respectable grammar school in eac)
district; and also of a coliege ot univer
sity where the youth of the country migh
be enabled to perfect themselves in th
dlfferent branches of lberal knewledge.'

In a despatch dated November 4th, 1701
the Colonial Secretary cominunicated t(
Mr. President Rugsell, the Crown's com
pliance with the address df the Legisla:
ture, and directed him to consuit the Ex:
ecutive Council, judges and law officers,
and to report,in what manner and to what
extent a portion of the Crown lands might
be appropriatedifor the establishment of
| free grammar schools and a university;
which despatch was communicated on the!
18th of June, 1798.

On December 1st, 1798, tire Executive
| Council reported its unanimous opinion
that His Majesty's. Intention regarding
free grammar schoois and a university
{ for Upper Canada couid only be effected
‘hy "a iiberai provision for their establish-|
ment and maintenance.”” They thereforg
recommend "‘that an appropriation of 500,+
1 000 acres, or ten: townships of the waste

lands of the Crown should be set apart
to form a sufficient fund for the estab-
tishment and maintenance of four grani-
mar schiools and a university in the Prov-
ince of Upper Canada.” And they fur-
ther recommendad: that if the: proposed
appropriation should he found ‘to be iri-
sufficlent for the "pufposes indigated, a
simllar selection shouid be made from the
Crown reserves. ’ !

In 1798 twelve townships of Crown lands
—519,217 acres, werc: sct apart for the
purposes indicated. \

It was not untii 1819, however, that the
Executive Council was asked to consider
vg plan for establishiiig a university In
the Province.” In 1823 190,573 acres of the
endowment were apropriated for the es-
tabllshment of grammar schools, leaving
some 295,000 gcred for the proposed: unlver-
sity. In 1827 the Imperial authorisation
was given to the establishment of a uni-
versity, under the title of King's College,
which was accordingly founded by Roysi

charter as a Church-of Engiand founda- |
tion. My father, Rev. Dr. McCaul, was |
its first President. In 1837 this charter|
was amended, and the university put up-
on a broad undenominational basis. In
1849 the name of King's College was
changed tq that of the University of Tor-|
onto, and an Endowment Board of five
members appointed by the Crown, togeth-
er with the Speakers of the two,Houses,
the law officers of the Crown, the Preg-
ident and certain professors, to take the
charge and management of the university
property. It is interesting to note that

‘Sir Francis Hicks (afterwards Financs

Minister of Canada) was for a time Chair-
man of the Board. .
Once a liberal endowment is made by

_the Province and vested In & strong

Board of Management, the friends of
higher education can afford to lie back |
and walt till the progress and growth of!

| the Province will justify the establishment |

of a Provincial university. In the mean-
time the Government might encourage
ambitious but impecunious youth by of-
fering each yea” a certain number of
scholarships, te. ble' for ‘three or four
years at either . ronto Unlversity or Mc-
Giil College, Monweal. Yours truly,

: i C. C. McCAUL.

Vancouver, Februarsi;gih, 1904,
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A PROVINCIAL UNIVERSITY.

They are still discussing the ques-
tion of a provincial university at
Victoria; and naturally the majority
of those whose views appear in the

press of that city advocate the uapi-
tal as the -proper site for such''an
institution. It seems to us, however,
that it is futile at the present time
to discuss. a site or to expect the
government to establish a university.
Let us first lay the foundations sol-
idly before seeking to erect the sup-§
erstructure. It is easy to talk about
the benefits of a university, but to
build up such a well appointed in-
stitution with |various' {aculties,
whose professors are men of high
attainments and broad culture,' is
no easy matter. There are many
little. stunted, so-called universities
on this continent that might with
advantage be wiped out and the|
money wasted on them put to bet-|
ter use. British Columbia would tu
far better to leep on the good work
she is doing, improving her grade
schools, increasing the scope of .er
high scheols and adding to the use-
fulness of her normal school  This
is gradually tending to ruise the
standard of our educational facilities|
and will eventually lead to the es-
tablishment of a university. The|
suggestion, however, has heen made
that the government might put aside
a certain portion of land to be de-
voted to university purposes. This
niight be a good step and is nof open

thy philanthropist comes to its .-
sistance, a provincial university does
not appear a likelihood of the near
future. The increasing cost of educa-
tion has already been referred to in
the report of the superintendent to
the government, and it would be fol-
ly to starve our schools in order to
establish a university. It is unfor-
tunate. that our young peopie who

desire a university education si.ould

be obliged to travel to Bastern Can-]

ada, or to seek advantages in a for-
eign country; but the same difficul
ties ohtained once in the east, and
we shall surmount. them here event-
ually. In the meantime, let us take |
a view more in keeping with the
broad university feeling, and not
strive to rush the government ' into
establishing a so-called university,
simply because the building would ‘be
a benefit to this town or that town.
We fear this 'is partly the incentive |
that' moves some people in advocat-|
ing a provincial university. I‘}&
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A LAND ENDOWMENT.

Mayor McGuigan, who is himself a
graduate of McGill, has issued a not-
ice inviting those residents of Van-
couver who are graduates of any
university within the Bmpire, to
meet at Messrs. McCaul & Beacon’s
offices, in the Royal bank chambers,
tomorrow evening, to consider the
question of 5 university land endow-
ment for Btitish Columbia, and other
educational matters. This is an ex-
cellent move, for no persons are bet-
ter prepared to consider, in a prac-
tical ;manner, questions relating .»
a university than men who have
passed through the halls of learning
and have lived in the university at-
mosphere. There is a link of com-
panionship among university men,
that while hard to describe, yet
unites them on a common ground,
and it appeacs to us that this meet-
ing called hy the mayor might exert
a very strong force in advancing the
cause of education in the province if
it resulted in the formation of a uni-
versity society composed of all grad-
uates of recognized universities in
the Empire who might desire to join.
Just as there are graduate socicties
of universities in various parts of
Canada, who keep up a convention
with the old Alma Mater, so might
there he a general associafion for
the even wider purpose of aiding the







