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A PROVINCIAL, UNIVERSITY. 
To the Editor of the "News-Advert iser:" 

Sir,—Your leading article of .some ten 
d a y s ' a g o anent a Provincial university, 
commends Itself to one's good sense. 
While I quite agree with you t h a t the 
Province caiinot a f fo rd a t the present 
time to establish a university, I would 
lHw to see the press and the public more 
alive to and . interested In the importance 
of establishing" once a land endowment 
for the un ive r s i ty^* the future. 

I t may Interest your readers to learn 
some facts relative to t h e land endow-
ment of Toronto University: 

On the 20th. of July, 1796, Lieutenant-
Governor Slmcoe, in a despatch to the 
Colonial Secretary, s ays : "Appropriations 
of Crown lands may be made agreeable 
to the opinion of the Executive Council 
to be sold hereaf ter fo r public pu rposes - , 
the f i r s t and chief of Which I beg to of-
fer with all respect mus t be the creation 
and endowment of a university, f r o m 
which, more, than any othor source, p r 
circumstances whatever, an a t tachment 
to His Majesty, morality and religion, win 
be fostered and take root throughout the 
whole Province." . 

During the session of the Legislature uf 
Upper Canada held the following year 
(1797), a joint address f rom both Houses 

I was presented to His Majesty, praying 
tha t a certain portion of the waste lands 

' of the Crown should be apportioned tt 
form a fund "for the establishment o: 
a respectable g rammar school in eac) 
district; and also of a college or unlver 
sity where the youth of the country mlgn 
be enabled to perfect themselves in th 
dif ferent branches of liberal knnwledge.' 

In a despatch dated November 4th, 1791 
the Colonial Secretary comhiunlcated t< 
Mr. President Rufjsell, the Crown's com 
pllance with the address bf the Leglsla 
ture, and directed him to consult the Ex-
ecutive Council, judges and law office 
and to report in what manner and to Wli 
extent a portion of the Crown lands mlgh 
be appropriated ' ion tile- establishment o 
free grammar schools and a university 
which despatch was communicated on 
18th of June, 1798. 

On December 1st. 1798, tiie Execut ive 
Council reported its unanimous opin 
tha t His Majesty 's . Intention regarding 
f ree g rammar schools and a university 
for Upper Canada could only be effected 
by "a liberal provision for their establish-
ment and maintenance." They theretor* 
recommend " tha t an appropriation of 500,-
000 acres, or ten UownKliips of the waste 
lands of the Crown should be set apar ' 
to form a sufficient fund for the estab 
llshment and maintenance of four gram 
mar schools and a university in the Erov 
ince of Upper Canada." And they f u 
ther recoijnueuded that if the proi 
appropriation should be found to 'be Iri 
sufficient for the "purposes indicated, i 
similar selection should be made from th 
Crown reserves. 

In 1798 twelve townships of Crown la 
—5-10.217 acres, were set apar t for 
purposes Indicated. 

I t was not until 1819, however, t ha t the 
Executive Council was asked to consider 
"a plan for establishi&g a university in 
the Province." In 18K 190,57S acres of th« 
endowment were aproprlated for the es-
tablishment of g rammar schools, leaving 
some 295,00) acres for the proposed univer-
sity. In 1827 the Imperial authorisat ion 
was given to the establishment of a uni-
versity, under the title of King's College, 
which was accordingly founded'by Roy.il 

char ter as a Churoh-of England founda-
tion. My father , Hev. Dr. McCaul, was 
its f i rs t President. In 1837 this char ter 
was amended, and the university put up-
on a broad undenominational basis. In 
1849 the name of King 's Collfege was 
changed to tha t of the University of Tor-
onto. and an Endowment Board of five 
members appointed by the Crown, togetn-
er with the Speakers of the two Houses, 
the law officers of the Crown, the Pres-
ident and certain professors, to take the 
charge and management of the university 
property. I t is interesting to note t h a t 
Sir Francis Hicks (af terwards Finance 
Minister of Canada) was for a time Chair-
man of the Board. 

Once a liberal endowment Is made by 
the Province and vested In a strong 
Board of Management, the f r iends of 
higher education can a f ford to lie back 
and wait till the progress and growth of 
the Piovince will jus t i fy the establishment 
of a Provincial university. In the mean-
time the Government might encourage 
ambitious but impecunious youth by of-
fering each yeaf a certain number of 
scholarships, te ble for "three or four 
years a t either , ronto University or Mc-
Giil College, Mon..eal, Yours truly, 

C. McCAUL. 
Vancouver, Febvuar (th, 1901. 
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be obliged to t rave l t o Eas te rn Can-1 
ada , or t o seek advantages in a for-
eign country; bu t t he same difficul J 
t i es obtained once in t he eas t , and 
we shal l su rmoun t t hem here 
ually. In the meant ime, let us t ake 
a view more in keeping with the 
broad universi ty feeling, and no t 
s t r ive t o rush the government in to 
establishing a so-called universi ty, 
simply because t he building would be 
a benefit t o th i s town or t h a t town. 
We fe$r t h i s ' is pa r t ly t he incentive 
t h a t moves some people in advocat-
ing a provincial universi ty. 

W E D N E S D A Y , M A R C H 2, 1904. 
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A PROVINCIAL UNIVERSITY. 

They a re sti l l discussing the ques- | 
t ion of a provincial universi ty a t j 
Victor ia; and na tura l ly the ma jo r i t y | 
of those whose views appear in the 
press of t h a t city advocate the t.-f/,-
t a l as t he -p rope r s i te for such ' an 
ins t i tu t ion . I t seems to us, however, 
t h a t i t is fut i le a t the present t ime 
t o discuss a s i te or t o expect the 
government t o establish a universi ty. 
Let us first lay the foundat ions sol-
idly before seeking to erect the sup-
e rs t ruc tu re . I t is easy t o ta lk about 
the benefits of a universi ty, bu t t o 
build up such a well appointed in-
s t i t u t ion with 'various facul t ies , 
whose professors a re men of high 
a t t a i n m e n t s and broaid cu l ture , 1 is 
no easy m a t t e r . There a re many 
l i t t le , s tunted, so-called universi t ies 
on th is continent t h a t might wi th 
advantage be wiped out and the 
money wasted on them put t o bet-
t e r use. Br i t i sh Columbia would uo 
far be t t e r t o keep on the good work 
she is doing, improving her grade 
schools, increasing the scope of .sr 
high schools and adding t o the use-
fulness of her normal school This, 
is gradually tending, t o ra ise t h e 
s tandard of our educational facil i t ies 
and will eventually lead t o t he es-
tabl ishment of a universi ty. The 
suggestion, however, has been made 
t h a t the. government might pu t aside 
a cer ta in por t ion of land t o be de-
voted t o university purposes. This 
might be a good s tep and is no t open 
t o objection. But, unless some weal-
t h y phi lanthropis t comes t o i t s 
sistance, a provincial universi ty does 
no t appear a likelihood of the near 
fu ture . The increasing cost o r educa-
t ion has already been referred t o in 
the repor t of the superintendent t o 
the government, and i t would be fol-
ly t o s t a rve our schools in order t o 
establ ish a universi ty. I t is unfor-
tuna t e t h a t our young people who 
desire a university education si.auld 

^ F R I D A Y , MARCH 4, 1904. 

A LAND ENDOWMENT. 

Mayor McGuigan, who is himself a 
g radua te of McGill, has issued a not 
ice inviting those residents of Van-
couver who a re graduates of any 
universi ty within the Empire , t o 
meet a t Messrs. McCaul Beacon's 
offices, in the Itoyal bank chambers, 
t omor row evening, t o consider the 
question of a universi ty land endow-
ment for Bt i t i sh Columbia, and other 
educational ma t t e r s . This is an ex-
cellent move, for no persons a re bet-
t e r prepared t o consider, in a prac-
t ical .manner, questions re la t ing t > 
a uniiversi'ty t h a n men who liavu 
passed through the hal ls of learning 
and have lived in the universi ty a t -
mosphere. There is a link of com-
panionship among universi ty men, 
t h a t while hard t o describe, ye t 
unites them on a common ground; 
and i t appeacs to us t h a t th is meet-
ing called by the mayor might exer t 
a very s t rong force in advancing the 
cause of education in the province if 
i t resulted in the fo rmat ion of a uni-
vers i ty society composed of all grad-
uates of recognized universit ies in 
the Empi re who might desire t o join. 
•Just as the re are g radua te societies 
of universi t ies in various p a r t s of 
Canada, who keep up a convention 
wi th the old Alma Mater, so might 
the re be a general associat ion for 
the even wider purpose of aiding the 



cause of educat ion general ly . Tile 
no t i ce by t h e m a y o r po in t s t o t h e 
discussion of a land endowment , a n d 
th i s is someth ing t h a t well deserves 
a t t e n t i o n . By s e t t i n g as ide such 
lands , t hey would in t ime ' provi'de 
m e a n s for t h e e rec t ion and endow-
m e n t of a provincial un ivers i ty ; t h e r e 
is no necessity yet to trouble ^about 
t h e s i t e or o the r condi t ions . B u t 
w i t h t he g r o w t h of t h e province, 
lands t h a t a r e now compara t ive ly 
cheap, will grow in value and should 
provide ample means when the t i m e 
comes for es tab l i sh ing a un ive rs i ty . 
B u t , a s we said before in discussing 
t h e subjec t , l e t us first s t r e n g t h e n 
and en la rge our p resen t school facil-
i t i e s and by t h i s means l ay t h e foun-
da t ions , well and t r u l y , fo r t h e high-
er i n s t i r u t i o n of l ea rn ing . — 

y E R X 
E D U C A T I O N 

community1 possesses its 
quota^ of reactionaries, and "Van-

i-oiiver even with i ts reputation for pro-
gressive id#6s, eaft hardly be e j e c t e d to 
be immune from a class of people, wfio 
confusedly grope in an atmosphere of 
discarded ideaB. However, laudable and 
in every way desirable any proposition 
may be, e a p t i m s dissentients of narfow 
version m i l always be found' to op-
pose it. 

There Is one subject in which there 
.should be absolute unanimity. T h e ad-
vantages accruing to a community, in 
providing l i e best facilities for acquir-
ing proficiency In all departments of 
ncademic study, are too obvious to call 
for argument. There are Rome who ob-
ject to t he s ta te placing higher educa-
tion wifhin the reach of all on equal 

terms, find there' are 'the extremists who 
go so f a r in their antagonism fls to cher-
ish the destruction of all public schools. 
The f ree school system of our land con-
stitutes one of its chief glories and the 
man who would do ,anything tx> break 
down or i m ^ t r such a beneficent insti-
tution should be regnrd'ed as nothing 
lesB tfoan a traitor to the best interests 
of his country. 

•What a theme for the panegyrist is 
furnished by a glimpse at the uplifting 
lnflBence «xerted by our public seliools 
on flie masses of the people. Illiteracy 
In oiitf blessed country is now. a rttre ex-
ception. Even rural districts, with sparse 
and scattered residents, have their 
schools, and from these back wood *ct-
tlements often come the men whose 
voices are heard in halls of learning and 
legislation. 

T o appreciate the advantages of our 
public school system all we lm\"o to. do 

to turn to Spain with its seventy per .1 
fieri!. of illiterates. There is no more 
labored country under the sun with re-
gard to general resources in -mineral and 
agricultural wealth than this portion o£ 
the Iberian peninsula. I t s climate is 
superb, and yearly at tracts health-seek-
ers from all par ts of the globe. I t s min-
eral wealth is vast though its greatest 
mines are now being exploited by for-
eigners. Spain, however, has fallen to 
the rear in the march of her civilized 
sister nations. Germany and France, 
with their advanced systems of general 
education, have forged ahead. In Den-
marie thfc proportion of illiterates is a5 
low as one per cent, of the population. 
•Scotland also is in the van, and the.e 
the influence of die dominie is every-
where in evidence. 

In Canada, specially in Ontario, the 
highest standard has been reached in 
Hie provision for a common school edu-
cation. In all the provinces, with the 
Solitary exception of British Columbia, 
the yoiith of the country can proceed 
f rom the prifner class to n degree in 
the fUfa It? of arts, law or medicine al-
most at the entire expense of the peo-
ple. 

I t is not necessary to concede tliht our 
public schools and universities have at-
tained the highest degree of exCeMedce. 
All tha t is required is to show that they 
are, and have been, doinfe iulmeasiireable 
good. I t is also open for educationists 
to discuss the much-debated points a* 
to the relative merits of elMSics and 
modern languages, or of mathematics 
and technical branches of study. I t is 
certain that radical diangea will be made 
both in the curriculum and the method 
of instruction through the primary 
grades right through to the graduating 

lass in a university. 
All Brit ish Columbian who take a 

pride in the progress of their province 
cannot but hope tha t her youth will be 
given every opportunity to complete in 
all the walks of life with those hailing 


