Euripides lived from 485 to 406 (B.C.), the "'Bacchae’ was written at
the close of his life, when he was living in exile in Macedonia, having
been driven out of bjs native Athens for his tadlcnl views.

“'Unlike most Greek trake&ies;he “ﬁjlcchu" is a p]ay about an historical
event - the introduction into Hellas of a new religion. When Euripides
wrote, the event lay in the far past, and the memory of it survived only in
mystical form; the new mligimhadlmmee been agclimarized and ac-
cepted as part of Greek life. But it still stood as the expression of a
religious attitude different ienln anything implied in the cult of the tradi-
tional Olympian 3qu, mdthg ﬁm;-s-ﬁhnmted md ‘embodied by the ongl-
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It is plain that these forces mhﬁu. active in the world of today, and are
indeed a part of human nature. For this reason this is one of the most
modem of all the Greek tug ‘__'__" q}ﬂ umil recently has been one of the
most puzzling. This production « Weh much to a recent book, ““Euripides
and Dionysus”’ by R.P. Winnington-Ingram.

This version has been specially arranged to assist a modern audience to
bridge a gap of over 2300 years. Whereas the original version was enacted
in the open air in a theatre of thousands, this has been shaped ro an in-
timate theatre that uses modem resources of light and sound. For the
same reason we have delibmulyawidnd using the original Greek decor.
Our scenery and costumes are of no particular period or place, but merely
expusswc nf the dm.m}'a lts'nl'f. Wé i’o'lil;i‘l Iﬁe l'he spectstor to feel that
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PRESENT ""THE BACCHAE"'.
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